
1

HIS
TOR

Y

K..

FRENCH LOUSE;

OF A

OR THE

SPY of a NEW SPECIES,

in FRANCE and ENGLAND:

CONTAINING!

A DESCRIPTION of the moſt remarkable

PERSONAGES in thofe KINGDOMS.

GIVING

A KEY to the Chief Events of the Year 1779,

And thoſe which are to happen in 1780.

Tranflated from the Fourth Edition of the reviſed and

corrected PARIS Copy.

LONDON:

Printed for T. BECKET, Adelphi, Strand.

M DCC LXXIX,

1080.i21

3





EPISTLE DEDICATO
RY

TO HIS

MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY.

SIRE,

THIS work, the firſt that was ever pro

duced by a being of my fpecies, cannot be

more properly dedicated than to the monarch

under whofe government I was born, and who

isfoon to be my fovereign in a country where .

no one expectedfuch an event could ever happen,

and to me itfeems but juſt that it fhould be fo :

the world has fo long feen the arms of France

joined with thofe of England, and the title of

king of France added to that of king ofGreat

Britain, that it is time the fiction fhould be

realized. This glory was referved for your

majefty ; and Iflatter myself, that I am the firft

who has thus publicly congratulated you upon

it. But does not your majefty think that jome

merriment may be indulged, when a view is

taken of the ridiculous and worthless agents by

whom this work hath been effected? How

ever that may be, it is abe, it is a happy event for both

nations ; they will no longer be rivals but in

their respect and attachment for your august

perfon.
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perfon. Paris will refound with acclamations

of vive le Roy, and London with thoſe oflong

live king Lewis. There shall be no more blood

Jhed, war fhall ceafe, commerce hall flourish

throughout all Europe, and to all Europe you

willfoon give the law : in everypart ofyour

extenfive dominions you will be adored, andevery

tongue fhall prayfor bleſſings on your head; and

I in particular fhall have the happiness toſeeyou

once more, when you delight London with your

prefence, in order to be crowned withyour illuf

trious confort, by whom Ihave already been fo

highly honoured, as will appear in my hiftory.

This honour will never be blotted from my re

membrance, and claims my deepest gratitude.

I am, with the most profound refpect,

Your Majesty's

Moft dutiful Subject,

THE FRENCH LOUSE.

HISTORY
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LA

PRELIMINARY

REFLEXION S.

OW much beyond the poffibility of

computation are the calamities and trials

to which all living beings are expofed ! how

often have I lamented my exiſtence, and

been tempted to put an end to it by volun

tary death ; but ftill I have had fufficient

courage and vigor of mind to refign myſelf

wholly to the exigencies of my condition ,

with more intrepidity than was fhewn by

the famous Romans, fo boafted of in hiftory,

Brutus, Caffius , and the haughty Cato.

have followed the light and conduct of rea

ſon, and have difcovered by minute reflexion

that in the illuftrious republic, of which I

am a member, I owe the exertion of my

living powers to my fellow-beings-that

fuicide is a fhameful and clandeftine death,

a kind of robbery committed against the

creeping race- that I have great duties to

difcharge,
A
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diſcharge, with refpect to my fellow-citizens

and my numerousfamily ; and that upon the

whole, whatever lives is uſeful to its offspring

merely by its exiſtence.

Thefe confiderations have hitherto fup

ported me inthe moſt dreadful circumſtances,

and the moſt defperate calamity. I live now

in a place of freedom, the life of a philofo

pher, and fo living I am happy ; you, my

children and my brethren , who live amidſt

the joys and miferies of mortals, confole and

delight yourſelves with the pleaſing hope of

obtaining at the end of your days a ſafe and

comfortable retreat. Let my life, which

has been one continued train of good and

evil, and which I am now going to trace

here for your good and happineſs, teach you

never to abandon yourfelves to your misfor

tunes ; fubmit yourfelves with confidence.

and refignation to a power that knows what

is beft for us better than ourſelves, and your

life, like mine, will conclude in happi

nefs.

HISTORY
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OF A

FRENCH LO USE.

СНАР. І.

The birth ofa Loufe in the head of a courtezan.

The happiness of his early life. He marries

and has children, from whomhe is obliged to

flyby ageneralpeftilence that overspreads his

country.

I

WAS born in a region very fertile and pro

lific, of which my anceſtors had been more

than a year in poffeffion, and in which they had

lived with all the happinefs of royalty in the head

of a charming girl of about eighteen . She lived

with a commodious matron at Paris, Montigny by

name, whofe houfe was filled with the moft fplen

did young people of the capital . The honour of

my young miftrefs requires me to fay, that I have

known few heads fo fine, or fo well covered. It

A 2 was
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was an extenfive and mighty foreft, abundantly fuf

ficient for all our wants, though our colony was

very populous. In my childhood I made a great

figure, my fize vifibly increafed from minute to

minute my mother, who loved and adored me,

would often fay, when the preffed me in her arms,

that he never knew a child of ſo much ſtrength

and fo good a conftitution, for that in eight days I

fhould be equal to my father.

When I came to the age proper for marriage, I

got me a wife, chufing a female of my own age,

fat and ftrong, for my tafte is for plumpnefs : in

four days time I was able to count ninety children,

half boys and half girls ; and was fo pleafed with

my condition, that I did not fuppofe the world to

contain a being more happy than myfelf ; when an

unexpected accident brought the firſt of my cala

mities upon me.

This region fo plentiful, and fo well repleniſhed

with juicy fruits, which I confidered as a place of

complete felicity, we found dried up almoſt all at

once I faw the trees of that vaft foreft dropping

off by the roots one after another ; a mineral

fmell, which broke out from the pores of that once

happy head, was to us a deftructive peftilence. I

faw my relations and friends dying every minute in

ftrong convulfions ; I foon loft my father, and that

valuable mother who had fondled me so much,

together with three fourths of my dear children :

my poor miftrefs herſelf, who had entertained us

with fuch generous hofpitality, was now in a con

dition to be pitied her breath was become into

lerably fetid, her teeth were no longer faſt in her

I head,
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head, her mouth was covered with froth, her

nerves were broken, and her body trembled fo as

fhe could ſcarce either ſtand or fit.

Of this terrible difafter I was determined on

finding the caufe ; and one morning winding my

way with a great deal of trouble through that vaft

foreft, I climbed to the tip of an ear which had

been once white, but which the infected air had

now blackened.

From thence I faw the proceeding of a curfed

operator, who ſtroking the delicate limbs of my

miftrefs with his greafy fingers, filled her whole

body with his dreadful contagion,

Refolving now to go back no more to this curfed

and corrupted country, I called my few children

that were left together, and we hid ourſelves for a

while in the doubles of a curtain which hung

round my miſtreſs's bed,

Here we ftaid two days and a half, without pro

vifion, without relief, and without knowing what

courfe to take, when my poor miſtreſs, languid and

ſinking, was taken from her bed, and conveyed in

a hackney coach, as I have heard, to the royal

manfion of Biffexter.

Herbed was fupplied with clean linen ; and I had

the horror to fee the cruel matron ſhake out of the

foul cloaths an innumerable body of my country

men, whom the plague had carried off ; fome of

them were yet living, and crying out for help ; but

fhe, in all the rage of cruelty, puſhed them to

gether,

1
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gether, and threw them headlong into a pan of

burning coals, which put at once an end to their

mifery and exiftence.

CHA P. II.

He takes fhelter in the head of a clerk to the

parliament of Paris. A defcription of his

new habitation. He removes to the countess of

L. A. B.

ASS for us, pierced as we were with fear, and

periſhing with hunger, we knew not which

way to turn, when it was our happineſs to fee a

companion of my miſtreſs, and one of her lovers,

enter the room. They hadjuft been celebrating a

new marriage.

As I was afraid that this new comer would re

duce us to the fame ftate as where we were enter

tained before, I refolved to make my retreat to the

head of her gallant ; but only two ofmy daughters

entered it with me, my other children being fo weak

and exhauſted that they could not follow me. I

recommended them to their good fortune ; and be

ing able to give them no further help, let them flip

wholly out of my mind, having of my own much

bufinefs to do, and much danger to eſcape.

The foreft in which we made our abode was

very different from that from which we had been

driven ; it was not an immenfe plantation of lofty

trees, like that which decorated my former mif

trefs ;
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trefs ; it was a foreſt laid waste, where nothing

could be feen but a few fhrubs, which, though

not half grown, wanted juice and nutriment. In

this barren and ungrateful foil they were ſhort and

few, and thoſe few had withered till they were white

and dry. Theſe fhrubs had likewife a form very

different from that which trees of the fame kind

would have had ; for thoſe which grew on the outfide

of this poor foreft had undergone fome violent

impreffion which made them twift into a round.

In the middle of this region there was a fmooth

vacancy of a circular form, on which, for reaſons

that I cannot tell, unless it were to preſerve the

vegetation of the part from too great heat or cold,

mynew landlord put every morning a cover, black

and fhining, through which neither fun nor rain

could find their way.

It was a little higher than this ſpot where I and

my two daughters took refuge ; here we lived as

in a defart, finding none of our own ſpecies ; and

being at a lofs for proper nourishment, we were

obliged to content ourſelves with a thick and

greafy fubftance, which I found afterwards to be

bear's fat, and which would have been neither

difagreeable nor unwholfome, had it not been

mixed up with mufk and amber, of which the

ſcent was ſo ſtrong, that it feized our heads, and

made us fickly.

My poor wife being dead of the plague, which

had made fuch havoc in our community, I

obliged in this wild country to divide my bed and

my heart between my two daughters.

We
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We began already to form a new eſtabliſhment;

and an infant colony, when my landlord, who was

confidered as the favourite of the first prefident,

and whofe denomination was the Abbé Appletree,

counſellor to the parliament of Paris, being in

vited to dinner with the prefident, was fet at table

near the miſtreſs of the houſe and a pretty deli

cate girl, who played offmany airs, and to whomhe

feemed to pay much attention ; as his various

modes of expreffing tenderneſs and reſpect kept

my landlord in a ſtate of conftant gefticulation, I

had all the difficulty in the world to keep upon his

head. I clung as faſt as I could to one of his hairs ,

but by an accident, not to be foreſeen, the hair

itfelf quitted its root, and fell, with me upon it, up

on the gown of my pretty neighbour. Out of this

vexatious ftate how was I to get ? Finding no

thing elfe within my power, I thought it moft

prudent to go into concealment, by quitting the

bough on which I hung, and which had beenthe

occafion ofmy fall. For this determination I had

the more reaſon, as the lady's gown was of a mouſe

colour, and the hair was white, fo that it would have

been no hard matter to have diſcovered me. I hid

myſelf, therefore, in one of the folds of her tippet,

and was not long before I had reaſon to think well

of my own contrivance. The hair fell down upon

the carpet, and the fervant fet his foot upon it, a

foot fobulky and heavy as would have cruſhed me

over and over. In this retreat I was forced to wait,

and fee what accident would happen to my advan .

tage, whenin the evening my new miftrefs went in

her carriage to court, and fhe was preſented next

day to the king, queen, and royal family.

CHAP.
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CHA P. III.

His appearance at court. He has the honour to

come very near the queen. He receives the

compliments ofall the court. His difgrace.

IF

this was not the happieft day of my life, it

was as you will fee the moft fplendid . My

landlady was in the queen's apartment, in the

full blaze of royal prefence, and I was willing to

take a view of a princefs whom I had heard men

tioned with ſo much praiſe in every place, and who

had the heart of all her fubjects ; placing myfelf,

therefore, on the edge of the tippet, I was raviſhed

with the charms of the deity of France, when my

landlady, by a fudden and unexpected motion, threw

me down at the queen's feet. It was lucky that

nobody obferved me ; but I was afraid, left among

all this magnificence, fome foot or other ſhould give

me a fatal cruſh. Such, however, was my happi

nefs, that the goodness of her majefty, which is

extended to all her fubjects, was experienced by

myfelf: fhe dropt, with feeming negligence, a

white handkerchief ; and notwithſtanding the eager

hafte with which feveral of the courtiers flew to

take it up, I had the dexterity to faften upon it,

and was thus refpectfully reftored to her majefty,

who received me very graciouſly, thanking with

a fweet affability the perfon who prefented me.

Judge of my exultation in this happy moment ,

but this was only the beginning of my high for

tune.

B My
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My auguft miftrefs raifing the handkerchief to

her face, I conceived this to be a favourable oppor

tunity of quitting it, and I flipped down upon a

bofom of the moſt dazzling whitenefs, and foft as

the down of fwans.-What a delicious fituation !

On each fide of that charming neck I faw large

ringlets of hair, whofe colour enchanted me, and

in which I hoped foon to take ſhelter. I faw

princes, ftatefmen, and the greateſt noblemen of

the kingdom approach us with the moft aweful

refpect, fcarce prefuming to look upon us, nor to

feat themſelves before us. I faw the auguft huf

band of the princefs approach her unaccompanied,

and taking her hand with an air of the fofteſt ten

dernefs, draw her afide to talk to her in private. I

contemplated at my eafe the fine features of his

face, and the dignity of his noble form. I was,

in fhort, fo intoxicated with my elevated condition,

that although I had fafted for more than twenty

four hours, I never thought of taking any nouriſh

ment.

After this fhort converſation, to which I had

been witnefs, the queen appeared again in the circle

of her courtiers- every eye was charmed with her

beauty, every mouth was full of her praiſes, when

a prince of the blood, looking more attentively

than the rest upon the throne where I was feated,

perceived and knew me: he went inftantly, and

whifpering the princefs his wife, made her alfo ob

ferve me, who approaching the queen her fifter,

looked at me, and laughed, then drawing us afide,

while I was gazing on her, fhe was cruel enough,

with the end of her fan, to endeavour to drive me

from my poft ; in vain did I exert all my ftrength

I to
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to keep it, I was obliged to yield to fuperior force,

and fell upon the edge of a pane of glafs in a win

dow which happened to be open. I perceived,

that, although thus expelled, they were ftill feek

ing for me; I know not with what defign, but I

concealed myſelf in the beſt manner I was able,

and their fearch was ineffectual.

I have fince been informed that my being pre

ſented at court, and the happineſs I had enjoyed

in being feated upon that charming throne, made

a great noife, not only at Verfailles and Paris, but

even in foreign countries, and that my royal

miſtreſs had blushed when I was driven off. With

all humility I implore her pardon for my temerity;

and I take the liberty to affure her, that I have

peremptorily forbidden all my brethren and fellow

citizens, upon pain of death, ever to approach her

facred petfon, happy in being the only one ofmy

fpecies who can boaft of fo glorious an advantage.

But the more my pride had been flattered by

fuch an elevation, the greater was my mortification

when I found myſelf reduced to the condition that

followed it.

СНАР. IV.

Our hero in adverfity. He connects himself

with a foldier in the guards.

ASUDDEN guft of wind blew me off the palace

window, and I fell upon the head of a fol

dier of the guards, who happened to be paffing

B 2 under
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under it. I fixed myſelf there for want of a better

fituation, and remained eight days in this country,

being fenfible of no other inconvenience than my

regret for the lofs of my former glorious condition.

But for this regret I might have been happy

enough. I found there a great number of com

panions, and a foil fruitful and well fupplied with

all forts of neceffaries. My new maſter and I paid

frequent vifits to the alehoufe ; part of every day

he was employed in perfecting himſelf in the mi

litary exercife, and all his nights he paffed with

the gentle Margot, the object of his love. This

was a waſherwoman, who lived in the ſtreet Sa

tory, a lively wench who had always moneyinher

pocket, and who freely fupplied all my maſter's

occafions, and even his extravagancies. Her gal

lant was not ungrateful, he fpent great part of his

time with her, but to us he was a moſt tor

menting landlord ; he had a horrid cuſtom of

fcratching his head almoft continually ; his long

crooked nails, which he ftruck among us with

great force, never failed to carry off, together

with our fubfiftence, a great number of my bre

thren, whom he afterwards cruſhed with his fingers,

and threw them contemptuously under his feet.

I fpared no pains to re-establish our colony; and

I had the fatisfaction to find myſelf ſurrounded

with almoſt a new family, of which I was the

father, grandfather, and great-grandfather myſelf,

but this fatisfaction had but a fhort duration.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

He is forced to quit his foldier, and very un

willingly makes an acquaintance with Mar

got the washerwoman.

ΟΝ

NE fine morning, when this lover quit

ted the arms of his miſtreſs, ſhe was de

firous before he dreffed himſelf to do him a piece

of ſervice . She took a dreadful inftrument in

her hand, fuch as I have feen made ufe of in gar

dens to rake the walks, and paffing it backwards

and forwards through the immenfe foreſt which we

inhabited, ſhe gave great diſturbance to our fo

ciety ; three times I flipped between the teeth of

this curfed inftrument ; and having hitherto

fuffered no other injury than a bruife upon one of

my feet, I hoped to eſcape entirely, when at a

fourth effay of the comb, I was forcibly carried

off, and fell upon the bofom of my tormentor.

Full of rage at this treatment, I bit her with all

the force I was able to exert, at the hazard even of

being inftantly puniſhed with death. My land

lady felt the wound, and began to fcratch the part

with great violence,

This motion threw me off her bofom upon a

bundle of linen, which Margot had juft ironed,

and was going to carry to one of her cuftomers.

I penetrated into the plaits of a fhift fleeve which

belonged to a lady, well known throughout all

Europe for the fingularity of her adventures ; to

her



[ 14 ]

:

her houſe I was conducted two hours afterwards,

and before dinner I feated myſelf upon the neck of

this new adventurer.

CH A P. VI.

He has the goodfortune to escape from the houſe

of Margot, and takes up his abode with

Mademoifelle d' Eon, formerly knight of

Saint Louis, and captain ofdragoons.

NE

EVER before had I beheld a woman whoſe

manners were fo abfurd, fo mafculine, and

unfuitable to her fex ; always in motion, full of

grimace, awkward in the habit, and impatient of

the converfation of women; fuch was the perfon

who gave me an afylum. I lived fifteen days in

this habitation alone ; but this folitude at firſt was

not irkfome to me, I found there an excellent

table, and in great abundance, for my miſtreſs

never failed to fupply it daily with provifions, which

The was not folicitous to remove ; fhe confidered

the time spent at the toilette as loft, and therefore

fhortened it as much as poffible ; and on this point

I agreed that ſhe reafoned well, and drew more ad

vantage from it than fhe did.

I may add likewife (and this is to her honour)

that by the refined and fpirituous perfpiration of

this heroic lady, as well as bythe common nouriſh

ment with which the fupplied me, I received pecu

liar ftrength and vigour, and became fuperior to

all the beings of my fpecies. She alſo inftructed

me a little in the English language, which the ap

peared
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peared to underſtand as well as her own, having

lived a long time in London ; and although now

at Verſailles, fhe continually affociated with the

Engliſh and Americans. It is to her that I am

obliged for an acquaintance which has been very

ufeful to me, particularly with regard to events

which have lately happened to me, and which I

fhall relate in the fequel of this hiſtory.

It may, perhaps, be enquired, how I was ca

pable of learning a foreign language, eſpecially as

my landlady being ignorant even of my exiſtence,

and which, if fhe had known, fhe would not have

failed to put an end to, could not have any con

verfation with me.

My anſwer is, firft, that my union with the

human being that ſuſtained me, makes me a part

of the perfon by whom I fubfift.

Secondly, that by the fituation of my abodefo

near the brain, the fpirits, which continually iffu

ing from it, form an elementary atmoſphere about

me, neceffarily convey to me all the thoughts

which find their way into the head that entertains

me.

Thirdly, there is no idea can be formedin the

mind, but by the combination of certain words,

without which it could not be conceived. This is

true beyond all difpute. Men often talk to them

felves ; and where no voice is uttered, there is ftill

a fecret explanation by words ; the tongue plays

unheeded, and almoft involuntarily.

From
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From theſe principles, founded on facts, it is

eafy to infer, that knowing the thoughts which

my heroine conceived in French, and expreffed in

Engliſh, I neceffarily knew what ſhe was faying

in a new language ; and that from the anſwers

which fhe made, I knew what questions had been

afked, though they were aſked in English. Thus,

by a fimple and eafy grammar of my own, I maf

tered that noble language, and had a complete

knowledge of all that paffed.

To theſe obſervations I may add, that having

been, as I have already faid, fifteen days upon the

head of my miſtreſs of languages, and having no

thing to draw off my attention from my ftudies,

as I was alone, and delivered up to my own re

flections, I neceffarily made a greater progrefs in

them thanif I had been furrounded with my wives,

my children, and my fellow-citizens ; nor had I

any apprehenfions for the fafety of my life, which

no one fought to deprive me of; therefore, my

mind was perfectly at eafe, and continually bufied

in taking in inftructions.

CHAP. VII.

By means of his mistress he becomes acquainted

withperfons who mortify his vanity and lef

fen his felf-importance.

INN the preceding chapter I obferved, that by

the nourishment I drew from my heroine, !

was become ſtronger and more courageous than all

the beings of my kind. It is certain that I ima

gin
ed
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gined myſelf to be bolder and more enterprifing

than I had ever been before ; but as my merit

could not be greater than that of my miftrefs, who

communicated it to me, I found before our fepa

ration fufficient caufe for an abatement of my va

nity. The evening before I quitted her, a French

man, who appeared to be a man ofgood un ' erftand

ing, reproached her between themfelves with having

received large fums of money for betraying the

fecrets of her country to its moit inveterate enemies :

fecrets which had been confided to her in quality

of fecretary to the duke of Nevernois, when he

was ambaffador from France to the court of Lon

don that he had likewife acted the fame trea

cherous part after the duke's departure, when fhe

was appointed refident at the fame court. He

likewife obferved to her, that in her conduct ſhe

had not obferved the decorum fuitable to the em

ployments with which he had been honoured :

that he had played at an open tennis court in

London ; that he had fenced with negroes and

the vileft and moſt abject of the populace of that

capital ; that he had frequented bagnios and other

infamous places, where, when any tumult hap

pened, the ufed to hide herfelf under the beds :

that the proftituted herſelf to mean and contemp

tible fellows; and that a Frenchman, who pretended

to be a man of quality, a penfioner of the court

of France; had in all the coffee- houfes, and at

other public places in London, loaded her with

abufe, faying, that notwithſtanding he appeared

in the habit of a man, and wore the crois of St.

Louis, fhe was a woman, and an infamous one,

with whom he had had an amour, and that for

her infolence he would give her a whipping in the

C open
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open flreet, if he did not mend her manners,

& c. & c.

My fwaggering lady made but little reply to

thefe fevere reproaches. She did not attempt to

deny thefe facts which appeared to be inconteftible,

but contented herfelf with alledging, that when

abandoned by her own prince, there was no guilt

in offering her fervices to another ; that fhe chofe

to live in London at the expence of the English,

rather than to languish out her life in the Baftile ;

that if fhe had concealed herfelf in the bagnios, it

was to avoid the inconvenience of being carried

before a juftice of the peace ; that as for the fine

chevalier whom he had mentioned, he was a baſe

fellow , who, to ufe his own words, was juſtly dif

graced by his country, and confidered by the

English as an impudent impoftor, a deſpicable

fcribbler, and a vile adventurer ; and confequently

no credit ought to be given to his reports and

impoftures.

Such was the manner in which my landlady

anfwered the imputations thrown upon her. I can

not take upon me to judge of the folidity of her

defence ; but it is certain that her countryman's

reproaches made a greater impreffion upon methan

her juftification ; and from that time my eſteem for

my heroine leffened, and confequently my own

importance was confiderably abated.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

He goes to dine at the boufe ofhis excellency

Benjamin Franklin. This minifter defcribed.

What paſſed at his table.

THE
HE day after I had been acquainted with

all thefe fine anecdotes, my landlady was

invited to dine at Paris, with a man of great note,

who came from a diftant part of the world, and

was a minifter plenipotentiary from a confiderable

people, who had lately raifed the ftandard of re

bellion against their mother country.
I was re

joiced at this opportunity offeeing to extraordinary

a perfon, whom I had often heard of, and was

defirous of knowing more particularly.

We arrived at his excellency's houſe about two

o'clock, but I was not able to diftinguifh him till the

end of the repaft, fo much time was neceffarily

taken up in emerging from my retreat. However

at laft I effected it , and in order the better to ob

ſerve him, I faſtened upon a flower which adorned

my miftrefs's hair. By good fortune I found my

felf placed directly oppolite to monfieur ambaffa

dor ; and here I muft acknowledge that I was not

able to forbear laughing heartily when I contem

plated the grotefque figure of this original, who

with a vulgar perfon and mean appearance, affected

the air and geftures of a fop. A fun-burnt com

plection, a wrinkled forehead, warts in many

C 2
places,
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places , which might be faid to be as graceful in

him as the moles that diftinguifhed the iweet face

of the Countess of Barry. With theſe he had the

advantage of a double chin, to which was added a

great bulk of nofe, and teeth which might have

been taken for cloves had they not been fet faft in

a thick jaw. This, or fomething very like this,

is the true picture of his excellency. As for his

eyes I could not diftinguifh them, becauſe of the

fituation I was in ; and befides a large pair of fpec

tacles hid two-thirds of his face.

I obferved that the company was very merry ;

they laughed much, and threw out many farcafins

against meffieurs the English. I counted only thir

teen healths that were drank ; and amongthemheard

with pleaſure thofe of the king of France and the

queen my former miftrefs, her whom I have al

ways loved more than any other, and whom I

fhall remember as long as I live.

Thefe thirteen healths being drank in quick

fucceflion, encreafed the liveliness of the guests.

My heroine left her feat to place herfelf clofe to

the matter of the houfe, to whom fhe fung fome

verfes of her own compofing, which I ſhould not

have thought excellent but for that circumftance ;

however they were greatly applauded. I plainly

obferved his excellency exprefs his gratitude to his

Apollo by an ardent kits, but without quitting

his fpectacles ; at the fame time he whispered in

her ear, Shall it be this evening, mygoddess ?

From theſe few words I gueffed a little teté â

teté was going forward ; it was what I wifhed for,

as
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as I fhould have been of the party, and the

thoughts of it diverted me greatly. I had been a

witness to many affignations of this kind ; and I

imagined this of his excellency and the female

chevalier would be curious ; but I was cruelly

diſappointed, and the day after this feaſt had like

to have been the last of my life.

CHA P. IX.

The Loufe lofes his mistress. New misfortunes.

A univerfal deluge. His reflections upon the

foul of a Loufe. He gets a new mafier.

MYlandlady after dinner finding herfelf a little

difordered, for fhe had drank about four bot

tles of wine, whereas her ufual quantity was but

two, withdrew to a window to refreſh herſelf with

the air, and by a motion, a little too violent,

proved the occafion of a new misfortune to me.

It must be remembered, that I was ftill feated on

the flower which helped to compoſe the ornaments

of my m.ftreis's head, and that I had not had time

to get backto my former retreat; by this unforeſeen

motion I fell upon a ftone bench at the ambaf

fador's gate. The fall was violent, and ſtunned

me for a moment. When my fenfes returned, I

found myſelf in greater perplexity than ever.

I caft my eyes on all fides, expecting that fome

perfon would come and fit down upon the bench

where I was, and by that means afford me an afy

lum ; but this fo much defired good fortune did

not happen : on the contrary, about an hour after

wards
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wwards I was expofed to a calamity that plunged

me into defpair. To what viciffitudes are we not

doomed in this life ! what evils do we not fuffer!

Two inftances of this truth I fhall give in this

and the following chapter. I ftill tremble when I

think ofthem.

Oh that moſt abominable fhower of rain !—it

was a new deluge. A ftormy ocean filled the

streets, and the torrents which poured down from

the roofs of the houfes prefented to my eyes the

moft terrifying fpectacle. To add to my misfor

runes, a gutter of an enormous fize was directly

over my head, and the vaſt ſheets of water which

defcended from it, brought me to the laft extre

mity. I was obliged to couch down into a hole

in the bench, made probably by fome children to

pit cherry ftones in. To me this was a vaft abyfs,

in which I was continually toffed by the violence

of the waves . Sometimes I found myſelf mounted

up to the top of this gulph, fometimes I was

plunged again into its fathomlefs bofom ; at length

I loft my fenfes entirely, and fell back, as it were,

into my original nothing. I fuffered no longer ; I

faw, I felt no more.

I cannot tell how long I continued in this ftate

of infenfibility ; but the fun afterwards breaking

out with increafed power, difperfed the waters

which probably had covered the whole furface of

the globe. The abyfs where I lay was dried up,

and the vivifying warmth of the great preferver of

nature roufed my benumbed fenfes ; I awoke

at length from the deep lethargy that had feized

mę : to me this was a new exiſtence ; the only dif

5
ference
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ference I could perceive was, that I was stronger

and more plump than at the moment of my birth,

and.that I can ftill remember very diftinctly all

the events that happened to me.

But in this univerfal fufpenfion of my fenfes,

and of all my faculties, where then was my foul,

that celeftial fubftance, without which my body

would be but a mafs of infenfible matter, fuch as

the ftone I fell upon ? was it fo inherent in my

body that it was neceffarily involved in its diffo

lution ? how came it to feel no longer, to have the

power of thought no longer ? what was it at that

time ? where was it ? Men, whom I have often

heard difcourfe upon this fubject, maintain that the

foul is a fpiritual fubftance diftinct from the body,

and incapable of death : if it be as they fay, and if

the proof of its really exifting is drawn from the

faculty of thinking, it would follow, that although

my body was, as it were, annihilated, my foul

would in that moment have ftill poffeffed its

powers of thought and reafon, and have exifted

independent of any other fubftance. All theſe

ideas, which at that time entered my head, incline

me to believe, that the foul is only a chimera; that

it confifts only in the organization of the body, and

that when this organization is once put out of

order, the whole is diffipated, and falls back into

its original nothing.

I know that the unwarrantable vanity and arro

gance of men have led them to fuppofe, that all

other beings, whom they denominate beafts, have

no fouls, and that to them alone the honour and

privilege of having them belong. In order to

explain
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explain and account for our actions, they are

willing to grant us a faculty which they call in

ftinet , but what is this inſtinct, and how can they

prove any difference between this faculty and what

they are pleafed to call the foul ? This has never

been defined yet, and I believe never will be.

This I am fure of, that we, Lice, reafon fometimes

as well as they do ; and I may alſo add, that for my

own part, I would not exchange my instinct for the

foul of the greatest part of them. Myfellow beings

will pardonthis differtation , which turns out fomuch

in their favour. Let us now reſume the hiſtory of

my adventures.

When I was recovered from my terrible le

thargy, I paffed about eight hours endeavouring

to recruit my ftrength exhaufted by my late fa

tigue and fuffering , at length hunger feized me, a

terrible malady when one has not wherewithal to

cure it. But where was I to find the kind phy

fician for this malady ? I faw a crowd of perfons

continually paffing and repaffing, but not one

ftopped . Such was my uncomfortable fituation

during a whole night, and part of the next day.

The rage of hunger which confumed me increafed

every moment ; and after having eſcaped drown

ing by a deluge, fuch as never exifted in the

memory of a Loufe, I was upon the point of

perifhing by hunger, when at length my good

fortune fent me two jolly youths, who came and

feated themſelves on each fide of me. The quef

tion now was, to which of theſe two I fhould at

tach myfelf? Like the afs between two bundles

of hay I hesitated fome minutes ; at length I de

termined for him that was on the right of me.

This
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This was, perhaps, the worſt choice, and it might

have proved fatal to me ; but having no know

ledge of either, I could not tell which deferved

the preference.

CHA P. X.

He meets againfome ofhis children. His phi

lofophical reflections upon death. He is upon

the point of being burnt alive. He efcapes

this new danger, andfetiles upon thefamous

Caron de Beau Marchais.

HE who was now become my landlord, appeared

Η
to have a foreſt well provided with neceffaries,

which was a delightful fight. It was with great

difficulty that I fcrambled up to my patron's head ;

but at length I fucceeded, and was happy for the

prefent. He afforded me a plentiful table ; and

the first thing I did was to regale myfelf. It is

certain that I had much need of fuch a repaft, and

had this ardently defired and long looked-for fuc

cour arrived two minutes later, I muſt have pe

riſhed.

After I had fully fatisfied my hunger, I walked

fome paces into the wood, and to my great joy

not only found many of my brethren, but alfo

three of my children, who were born to me on the

head of the favourite clerk to the first prefident,

and whom I had never feen fince.

D My
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My poor children had experienced many trou

bles and misfortunes : their adventures, which

they related to me, and which I fhall not repeat

here, that I may confine my narration to what

concerns me perfonally, made me ſhed many a

bitter tear, while at the fame time I enjoyed the

heart-felt fatisfaction of this unexpected meeting,

and preffed them with tranfport to my bofom.

He who is a father can only know the different

fenfations with which I was affected on this occa

fion. " Alas ! my poor children (faid I to them)

we were born but to die ; a year is the utmoſt ex

tent of our exiftence in this world: what is this

time compared with eternity ? if our foul dies

with us, all our miferies are at an end ; if it fur

vives us, it will, perhaps, animate the bodies of

ſome more fortunate beings : beſides, death in

itfelf is nothing; a glance of the eye is not more

rapid in its courfe."

Let us leave to the abject mind of men thefear of

death. Death while we are is not, and when it is

we are nothing.

" As for us, my dear friends (added I ) let us

forget the paft ; let us look upon it as a dream ;

the future is unknown, the prefent only is ours :

let us enjoy it then while we poffefs it, and let us

baniſh anxiety, which only ferves to make us

wretched."

In this manner did I endeavour to comfort my

children in the new afylum I had attained. I flat

tered myſelfthat my happineſs would have fome

duration, but fortune ordered it otherwiſe.

5

My
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My landlord was a worthlefs wretch, from

whom indeed I found a hofpitable reception, but

who defigned me for a punishment far more

dreadful than that which I had fo lately expe

rienced ; happily for me, another mischievous

defign entered his head, in which I was not how

ever at all confidered, which preferved my efcape

from this terrible cataſtrophe. Monfieur la Fleur

(for that was his name) had the honour to be a

valet de chambre; he was a lively well made young

fellow, about fix feet high. I have obferved that

an advantageous ftature never fails to draw upon

a domeſtic ſome favourable notice ; and the ftature

of Monfieur la Fleur had procured him the poft

of firft groom of the chamber, to a kind of fub

minifter of ftate for dirty work, who by his hypo

crify, his intrigues, and his wit, was become a

fanious perfonage, and played a confiderable part

in the world.

Monfieur la Fleur was not very well fatisfied

with his maſter ; for I heard him, when he returned

to his cock-loft, murmur loudly against him, and

made use of terms not very refpectful, nor of a

piece with the modefty he affected before him.

" The faucy fellow (faid he) puts on a haughty

behaviour, to me that does not become him. He

knows I am his kinfiman : I live with him, it is

true ; but I am not indebted to his charity for

receiving me into his houfe : 1 could have had

better places than his if I had chofen to take

them, therefore he ought to have fome confidera

⚫tion for me. The impudent fellow forbids me to

bearthe name of Caron, as if I ſhould difgrace it.

D 2 It
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It is more likely that I ſhould bluſh for him, than

he for me a lockſmith, I believe, is a more ho

nourable trade than a clockmaker ; and, without

a boaft, my father was an excellent workman.

My fifter, though a cook, is in the right not to

come near him. She fays, fhe has never been cen

fured by a decree of parliament, and that fhe has al

ways preferved her honour : by-the-bye fhe does

well to fay fo, fhe will be readily believed . As

forme, I have a great mind to leave this fine mafter

in the lurch, and fuperintend the affairs of Made

moiſelle Fantan. A fpark of my figure may hope

to paſs his time very agreeably in the fervice of an

opera girl. Hark ! does not my animal ring ? he

has continually fome employment to give me.-

Well, he may wait, I fhall be in no hurry to at

tend him ; by his good will one ſhould not have

time to comb one's hair. Aye, ring, ring ftill, I

care not ; for half a farthing I would fend him to

the devil."

66

Monfieur la Fleur was in this part of his foli

loquy, when another valet came to the cock-loft.

My mafter wants you (faid he ) ; he is in haſte,

and is very angry ; go quickly, I befeech you."

" What do I care for his anger ? (replied my pa

tron ) . What ! cannot I have a moment to myfelf?

What does he want ? I will go down and give it

him handfomely."

" Do youDown he went with an infolent air.

want me, Sir ?" " I have been ringing for you

this hour, where have you been ?" " You have

not rung above four minutes ; I was going to

clean myfelf, and I thought I fhould have had

time
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time enough for that, as you faid you would not

have your hair dreffed till two o'clock." “ No, I

will be dreft this moment."

In confequence of this refolution, the valet pre

pared to perform his office. Already had he tied on

the combing cloth, already had he put the comb to

his hair, when the mafter faid, " I have changed

my mind, I will not drefs till two o'clock."

Monfieur la Fleur returned to his apartment,

and there renewed his panegyric upon his kinfman.

How many abfurdities did he record of him ! how

was I amufed in hearing them! but while he was

thus raving and curfing, a thought ſtarted into his

head, with which I had no reafon to be pleaſed.

" One gains nothing but lice with this fellow,

(faid he) ; I believe my head is full of them, I am

continually fcratching it ; I muſt comb it tho

roughly."

Theſe dreadful words froze all the blood in my

veins. " My laft moment is come ( faid I to my

felf). Oh my children, have I found you again

only to fee you perifh with me ! To what a

horrid fate are we doomed !" Accordingly a chaf

ing diſh, which our executioner had heaped with

charcoal, ftood ready to receive us into its burn

ing gulph.

The wretch now began his dreadful purpoſe :

already above three-fourths of my fellow citizens,

and two of my children, were feized by the barba

rian, and caſt, without mercy, into the furnace

every

al
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every crack that denounced the death of one or

other of them, was a poignard that pierced my

heart, and I fuffered a thouſand deaths in one.

was fo diftracted with fear and horror, that I no

longer fought to avoid the danger ; I was taken,

like my comrades, by the dreadful inftrument con

trived for our deftruction. Already I was placed

upon a fheet of paper, with eight other wretches,

and we faw the inftant approach when we were to

be burnt alive, when Monfieur la Fleur was ftruck

with a thought that faved us. "Parbleu! (faid he

to himself) ; Monfieur fool (for fo he called his

mafter) it is fit I fhould inform you what gains

we make in your ſervice. I am refolved to give

you a caft of my office ; thefe little gentlemen

(fpeaking of us) fhall fubfift at your expence.

Yes, I will decorate the head of the famous au

thor of the Barber of Seville. What a fight,

when you are with your marchioneffes and your

ducheffes, to fee you fcratch your head like a

loufy wretch as you fhall be ! How many com

pliments will be paid you upon your new acqui

fition, and what obligations will you not owe to

me who bestowed them on you ! "

Such was the project of this prince of valets,

a project which baniſhed my terrors, and diffuſed

a falutary balm throughout my veins. One cir

cumftance indeed gave me fome concern, and that

was the contempt this valet expreffed for us ;

but at the moment when he reftored us to life

and fecurity, this ought not to have affected

me.

Monfieur
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Monfieur la Fleur now continued more eager

ly than before to extirpate from his head the

wretches that remained there. He collected us

carefully together, folicitous even to prevent doing

us the leaft hurt ; and that we might fall to the

repaſt he defigned for us with keener appetites,

he drew from us all the aliments that we brought

with us, and encloſed us in a piece of paper,

which he tied up cloſe and put in his pocket. Here

we remained a full hour, and I indulged the

hope of enjoying a ſtate of greater happineſs and

dignity ; for I always had lofty and afpiring fen

timents, and never choſe to inhabit the head of a

domeftic, if I could attain to that of his mafter.

With perfons of rank we are fure of a better ta

ble ; and befides, with them we learn anecdotes

and adventures more interefting than when we are

with inferior perfons.

CHA P. XI.

The petty minifter offate. His eulogium on

himself. His great exploits. He governs

France. His four fecretaries. His almoner.

He goes to the opera, takes pains to make

himfelf admired there, and concludes his day

at the boufe ofMadam Gourdan.

MONSIEUR la Fleur was in the right when

he faid our petty minifter was infolent, and

a blockhead ; he might have faid the greateſt

blockhead, and the most infolent fellow in France.

1 never met with his equal, although I have had

oppor
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opportunities of knowing the world pretty well .

I can fpeak with certainty as to theſe qualities of

his ; for I took up my ſtation exactly on the middle

part of his head, the very point where all the ideas

formed in it united, and nothing ever afforded

more diverfion than this fituation. I never ſtirred

from my poft during the whole time I remained in

this habitation . I left my comrades to ſettle where

they chofe ; they married ; they had children ; as

for me, who was better employed, I took in in

ftruction, I reflected, I philofophifed.

My felf-important beau dined alone the first

day of my abode with him. After his repaft he

funk down on a large eafy chair, refting his feet

upon a velvet cufhion, and with great complai

fancy reflected upon the high point of elevation

to which he had attained, by his merit only, as he

gravely afferted. Here follows nearly a recapitu

lation of the obfervations he made upon himſelf.

" There is no doubt but I fhall be more cele

brated, and deferve to be fo than the moſt pow

erful minifters of ftate, and even than many

monarchs, whofe high reputation was often but

the confequence of their illuftrious birth, or a

happy chance which gave them fuccefsful generals

and wife ftatefmen ; but I owe my fortune and

my fame to my own intrinfic merit and my vaft

genius. The hiftory of my life muft needs be

curious and interefting in the highest degree, but

it will require a writer equal to the ſubject, and

where is fuch a writer to be found ? My ori

ginal of the lowest (which however I never own)

many obftacles, how many difficulties, had Ihow

to
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to overcome before I could raife myfelf to that

point of elevation I have now attained. One

whole body of the magistracy fought my deftruc

tion ; that body I have crushed to nothing: my

farcafms, and the ftriking fallies of my wit, pro

cured me firſt the affection of the princes of the

blood, and afterwards the admiration and reſpect

of the public, aftonished and delighted at poffeffing me.

There exifted but one Voltaire ; this deity is no

more, and his place is now given to me. It is al

lowed that I am at preſent one of the greateſt ge

nius's in Europe. I govern an old countefs ; and

have fuch an irrefiftible influence over her, that I

make her do whatever I pleaſe. This old woman

leads herftill older huſband by the noſe. This good

old man, though he has not the title of firft mi

nifter in France, yet poffeffes all the power, and

fingly exerciſes the whole authority of his king ;

thus am I in a manner fovereign of the kingdom.

It was I who fomented the American rebellion ;

it was I who contrived the war with England ; and

I hope and expect that at the cloſe of it my fame,

and the glory and happineſs of my nation, will be

carried to the greateſt height. I have just now

forced the emperor to accept of the propofitions

of peace that I impoſed on him, threatening to join

the king of Pruffia, he refufed them. I have

cauſed the department ofthe marine to be given to

Sartine, that of the finances to Necker, to Amelot

that of Paris. I am refpected and efteemed by the

learned, adored by the people, and feared by the

grandees : I have the difpofal of all the lettres de

eacket. Woe be to thofe who provoke me ; I will

E crufh
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cruſh them in an inftant, and force my enemies to

be filent, and to fear me.”

He now rung his bell, and enquired of his por

ter, what invitations had been fent him ; the liſt

was prefented. " Let us fee (faid he) if any thing

here will fuit me."

(6

<c

The duke de Chartres- for this evening

" The duchefs will be ofthe party. I muſt be

grave and talk wifely, and I am for gaiety to

day. I will not go there."

The prince of Conti expects me in his box

when the play is over—

" He may expect me long enough."

The little Fannier

" Always with her Dorat. They are two fin

gers of the fame hand. They are infeparable.

" I will not interrupt their happineſs."

86

The Spanish ambaffador

" There is no amuſement to be met with at his

" houſe, I muſt talk of buſineſs with him . He

cc preffes forthe manifefto. I will fend him word,

" that it fhall be finiſhed to-morrow, and that he

" may come to my houfe on Tueſday at ten

" o'clock."

2 The
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12

The countefs Climacteric――

66 No, my charmer, not to-day ; but to-mor

" row morning I will be at your toilette."

Amelot-

" Is he to have girls this evening ? that will

" do : I will go there and know."

The countess ofGourdan

" Ah hah! Let us fee- ftrangers--two of

" them――fifteen years of age- roſe buds

juft unfolding- here I fix."
66

Where is my first fecretary?

" Sir, he is not yet come back from Monfieur

" de Sartine."

That is well; where is the fecond?

" He has been cloſetted theſe two hours with

" his excellency Monfieur de Franklin."

And the third?

" He is juſt gone out, and left word he was

" going with inftructions from you to the minifter

" for war."

The fourth, where is he?

E 2
" He
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" He receives a great deal ofcompany to-day,

" and gives a ball in the evening, fo that he can

" not be ſeen yet."

Well, fomebody must come immediately ; cell

m oer.

my al

" Friend,"The abbé made his appearance.

faid my maſter to him, here are a great many

" letters ; read them, and anfwer them this even

" ing. You muſt affift my clerks, who are all

" employed, and I ſhall take it kindly of you, for

" I have many affairs at prefent on my hands, fo

" that I cannot attend to thofe trifles. Send the

" answers away immediately as you finish them : I

" am going now to pay my refpects to the queen."

" But, Sir," faid the almoner, " what am I to

" write?"

" You muſt make apologies for my not being

" able to accept theſe invitations ; that is all."

" And how are they to be figned if you go

❝ out?"

" Here, abbè, take my ſtamp *, make uſe

" of it ; but take care you do not abufe this

" confidence."

* A ftamp is a fignature to imprefs. In all the offices they

have one with the King's name for figning lettres de cacher,

which he has not the leat knowledge of. The minifters have

their ſtamps, to avoid the trouble of figning their names. It

is not furprising that fo great a perfonage as Beau Marchais.

thould have his alfo.

The
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The little great man having thus given his or

ders, dreffed himſelf immediately, put a diamond

on his finger of a hundred thouſand livres value,

which had been given him by the empress queen of

Hungary, threw himſelf into a fuperb carriage,

and away we drove to the opera-houſe. Her ma

jefty, my former auguft miſtreſs, entered the houſe

the fame inftant that we did, and was received

with loud and general acclamations. Oh ! how

willingly would I have clapped my hands alſo, to

fhew my respect and attachment, but my fituation

made it impoffible, being clofely entangled among

five or fix hairs.

My patron went twice round the boxes ; he

knew, and was known by all the world : he was in

timately acquainted with every lady ; he whiſpered

one, he kiffed his hand to another : this lady he

addreffed with a foft reſpectful air ; to that he

only nodded his head, with how do you do, my char

mer?

He afterwards placed himſelf in the balcony,

often ftanding up, or leaning over it, taking ſnuff

to difplay his magnificent brilliant ; and it was not

his fault, if the whole audience had not an oppor

tunity ofſeeing and admiring him.

When the opera was ended, he took his ſtation

upon the ſtaircaſe, to give thofe that paffed a nearer

view of him all the company had fomething to

fay to him ; every lady would have had him go

home with her to fupper. But he could not be in

a hundred places at once ; he refuſed, therefore,

with an air of modefty and concern, which he well

knew

•
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knew how to affect : his coach drew up, he fprung

into it with exquifite grace, and we were carried

to the hotel of the counteſs Gourdan.

Our debauchee was received there with wonder

ful refpect and extreme caution ; he was conducted

to an elegant apartment, where the two roſes that

had been announced to him were immediately intro

duced. Come near, my charmers, faid he to them ; you

feem to be afraid of me ; do not be uneafy, I defire to

beyourfriend.

They were, indeed, two charming creatures ; I

wandered a little from my retreat to take a nearer

'view of them, and my curiofity was agreeably fa

tisfied . Nothing could equal the bloom of their

complection ; a lovely brown the one, the other of

a dazzling fairneſs ; the neck, arms, hands, and feet

of each were formed with the moſt exact ſymmetry.

Had my patron been an ecclefiaftic, he would

not have failed to have tafted of both theſe forbid

den fruits that were offered to him; but being only

a layman, impudent as he was, he contented him

felf with one ; and after a tête à tête of two hours,

he quitted his goddeſs, and returned to his hotel,

where we retired to reft ; and at an early hour for

him, for it was fcarce midnight.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XII.

Dialogue between our little minifter offate and

Dr. Benjamin Franklin, relating to the de

figns ofFrance against England. The Loufe

is drivenfrom his habitation, and finds him

Self in a condition more elevated, but lefs

comfortable.

THE next morning, before we were rifen, Dr.

Benjamin Franklin was announced, which

obliged us to leave our bed immediately ; where

we had begun to entertain ourſelves with new re

flections. Theſe two important perfonages had a

very intereſting conference together ; it was as

follows :

DR. FRANKLIN .

It is abfolutely neceffary, my dear friend, that

we ſhould take more effectual meaſures, for hitherto

we have done nothing ; mean time the Engliſh get

failors, build fhips, encreaſe their forces, and we

are threatened with utter deftruction , unleſs France

refolves to give us the moſt powerful affiſtance.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

I have faithfully performed all that I have pro

mifed you and firft, you have the count

d'Eftaign's fleet in America, by which that of

admiral Byron is blocked up.

DR.
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DR. FRANKLIn.

How can you make that out ? it is Byron that

blocks up D'Eftaign.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

How little do you underſtand of politics !--

Know what I have juft told you is a certain fact ;

and before the end of the year you will find it to

be fo by the confequences.

DR. FRANKLIN.

Heaven grant I may!

BEAU MARCHAIS.

In the fecond place I promiſed you that a new

fleet fhould cruife in your feas ; that we would

threaten the English with a defcent upon their

coafts this will alarm them ; their fleet, under

the command of Hardy, will not dare to venture

far. This is all you can defire.

DR. FRANKLIN.

A fine beginning truly ! and what will this lead

to ?

BEAU MARCHAIS .

To maintain you in your own country : it will

prevent the English from fending reinforcements

to America ; it will put you in a condition to re

duce them by famine, and to treat them as you

have already treated Burgoyne.

DR.
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DR. FRANKLIN.

Heaven grant it ! but, in my opinion, we ſhould

do better if, inftead of a defcent upon Ireland, we

fhould fend the troops now ready to embark to

Boſton, and with fuch a reinfotcement we might

drive the Engliſh out of our country for ever.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

Well, we will think about it, provided you are

reaſonable, and that the Congrefs grants us what

Sartine and I have fo long been demanding.

DR. FRANKLIN .

I have engaged my word for it ; this ought to

fatisfy you.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

In the third place, I promifed you I would

obligethe king of Spain to declare open war againſt

Great Britain ; and you ſee I have kept my word :

can you defire any thing more ?

DR. FRANKLİN.

But we agreed that count d'Orvillier's fleet

fhould not join a divifion of the Spanish fleet, for

that would do us more harm than good .

BEAU MARCHAIS .

My dear friend, you are very fhort-fighted ; it

is eaſy to diſcover that you do not fee an inch be.

yond your nofe : I will talk to you no more on

F th
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this fubject ; but pray tell me how do you like the

king of France's juftification of himſelf to all

Europe ?

DR. FRANKLIN .

I acknowledge that a bad caufe cannot be better

defended; but, in my opinion, it would have been

wifer to have let it alone, becauſe it will oblige the

Engliſh to answer, and they have fo much to

fay.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

Aye, but not with ſo much wit and elegance.

DR. FRANKLIN.

I think your head feems to itch very much;

have you been electrified ?

BEAU MARCHAIS.

I amuſed myſelf a little yeſterday evening in that

way, and I have been indifpofed all night.

DR. FRANKLIN.

We must take care of that ; you know I un

derſtand ſomething of thoſe matters ; I could fhew

you fome curious things.

BEAU MARCHAIS.

If you have an inclination, I will fhew

evening fome things ftill more curious.

you this

12 DR.
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DR. FRANKLIN.

With all my heart. Where? and at what hour?

BEAU MARCHAIS.

I will call, and take you up at eight o'clock.

Hereupon they parted ; and my benefactor, un

eafy withthe biting ofmy comrades, who fed freely

on his head, haftily put his hand to the place, and

was in the utmoſt aftoniſhment at finding one of

our fpecies there. Ob heaven (cried he) am Ivifited

by this plague ! doubtless the buzzy I was with laft

night has made me this prefent.

Immediately he called his valet, and ordered

him to comb his hair ; he did fo, and we were all

made prifoners of war. As we were obſtinate, and

kept our poſt to the laft extremity, they obferved

not the law of nations with us ; and as faft as

they fecured any of us, we were plunged into a

bafon of water. I had no hope of eſcaping : I

ftruggled, it is true, with the waves, but it was

mechanically ; and I faw my laſt moment draw

near, when Monfieur la Fleur thought fit to empty

the baſon into a certain convenience of the Engliſh

faſhion, which ſtood near the great man's toilette

clofet. Here my fellow citizens were engulphed

for ever ; but by an unhoped-for piece of good

fortune, I fell upon the edge of the precipice ;

and as no one perceived me, hope revived in my

heart. The point now was to know if any chari

table body would come and preſerve me.

likely to owe this good turn to one ofthe menial

F 2 race,
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race, whom I always defpifed, but I was more for

tunate. A real minifter of ftate, who, however,

owed his promotion to our little great man, held

out his benevolent hand to me about an hour after

my eſcape.

CHAP. XIII.

Scheme of the minifter for the marineforsharing

Great-Britain between France, Spain, and

the Congrefs. Dialogue between a commif

fary of the navy and his friend, concerning

the prefent fate of the French marine, and

the abufes that prevail in it.

་ ་

* )

7

MY deliverer had had a fcheme in his head for

the laft two days, which he could not bring

to perfection without the approbation of the count

de Maurepas , but above all, it was neceffary that

my late mafter fhould relish it, and induce the

countefs Climacteric to relifh it likewife ; and this

brought him fo early to our houſe.

I could not comprehend exactly the political

views of this vaft genius, for the converfation paf

fed while I was in the clofet; and when I had clam

bered up to the molt elevated part of my new

mafter, I was aftonifhed to perceive that the fo

reft, which fo beautifully adorned his fublime head,

was not its native growth, not a fingle tree had its

root there : they were rather grey than fair, and

abfolutely faplefs ; in a word, it was ( to ufe a tech

nical word of the barbers) frized as much as pof

fible, andpowdered quite white, fo that it prefented

a molt
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a most extraordinary and fantaſtic ſpectacle to the

eye ; it was of the fame kind with thofe which in

Paris are called perukes a la Sartine. The ſpace

between this wig and my new maſter's head pre

vented me from knowing diftinctly all that paffed

in his mind: I only comprehended, in general,

that a fcheme was formed there for a partition

treaty between the kings ofFrance and Spain and the

American Congrefs ; by which, after they had pof

feffed themſelves of the whole territory of Great

Britain, to the end that this power, fo formidable

by fea, ſhould be totally annihilated, it was to be

divided into three parts ; the king of France was to

have England, properly fo called ; Spain was to

have Ireland ; and meffieurs of the Congress were

to be put in poffeffion of Scotland. I found alfo,

that monfieur Beau Marchais was to be appointed

governor of the city of London for the king, becaufe

he was well acquainted with that city, where he

had many friends ; and befides, it was neceffary

to promife him a reward proportioned to his zeal,

and the importance of the enterprize. The little

great man feemed to be charmed with a fcheme fo

noble, and likely to be fo advantageous both

to his country and to himſelf. " But," faid he

jeftingly, " when I am poffeffed of this dignity,

where fhall I find a fit place of refidence in

" London? the palace of George the Third is too

meanforthe dignity of the governor for the king

" of France ?"

"We will confider of that," replied Mr. Bra

zenface, " all in good time."

By fpeaking thus contemptuously of my deli

verer, I may poffibly be charged with ingratitude ;

but



[ 46 ]

but if it be confidered, that whenhe preferved my

life, he was fo far from defigning me a benefit,

that he did not even know of my exiftence : it

will be granted that I had no obligation to him;

and being naturally frank and fincere, I cannot

difguife my fentiments. This apology may ferve

in many other cafes that will occur in the recital

of my future adventures,

Our two ftatefinen, after diverting themſelves

fome time longer with this thought, feparated :

my patron got into his carriage, where an acci

dent happened to him, which obliged him to quit

it immediately. Attempting to raiſe the cushion

on which he fat, a fudden jolt of the coach difor

dered his peruke fo much, that he was obliged to

return to his hotel, where he put on another, and

left me upon that which he had thrown off.

But what a fituation was I now in ! a domeftic

belonging to the chamber put the deſerted peruke

upon a wooden head, a thing I never faw before,

and which I wondered at greatly for it was a

mere machine, without any power of thought, and

was motionlefs. I knew not the ufe of this wooden

refemblance of the human figure, when an old

commiflary for naval affairs, who had beenin the

fervice above thirty years, looking attentively on

it, I heard him fay to one of his friends, " Do you

" fee that block ? if it had a body of the fame

" materials, and was dreft in the cloaths of the

" maſter of that peruke, it would look as well ,

" and reafon as profoundly upon the buſineſs of

the marine as he does."

His
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His friend defired him to explain what he

meant by fuch a compariſon, and to tell him

what errors he had obſerved in this effential part

of the government.

It not being yet the hour for an audience ofthe

minifter, the commiffary agreed to give his friend

this fatisfaction. They placed themſelves cloſe by

me; and fuppofing they were alone, ſpoke their

fentiments very freely, ignorant that they had a

Loufe fo near them, who could underſtand and

remember every thing they ſaid.

Dialogue between an old commiſſary for naval

affairs and his friend.

COMMISSARY.

Are you acquainted with the regulations of

the navy made by the great Colbert ?

FRIEND.

Not being in that department, I can only tell

you that I have heard perfons of great knowledge

and judgment in thofe matters call it a mafter

piece ; and added, that it might ſerve as a model

for all the maritime powers in Europe.

COMMISSARY.

Youare intheright to call it a maſter-piece : I will

give you the fum of theſe regulations. LewisXIV.

being in the year 1689 obliged to maintain feveral

formidable armies for the land fervice, was defi

rous alſo of reſtoring or rather of creating a marine

in France; but in order to provide for the enor

mous
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mous expences which this eſtabliſhment would

neceffarily require, the moft exact, and uniform

oeconomy was abfolutely neceffary ; confummate

knowledge and unwearied induſtry in the perfons

to whom fuch an arduous task was committed,

were qualities indifpenfible for it ; but where were

fuch perfons to be found ? not among the nobleffe,

who are deſtined for the fplendid occupations of

war and command ; nor among the officers ofthe

navy, who being obliged to be at a diftance from

the ports and arfenals, could not give themſelves

up to affairs which required cool and unremitted

attention, fuch as all particulars neceffary to the

conftruction and equipment of fhips ; it was

therefore fettled that a ftanding body of men

fhould have the internal management.

FRIEND.

Is it not of this body of the adminiſtration

you are ſpeaking ?

COMMISSARY.

It is. But upon is firſt eſtabliſhment they

were called men of the pen, in oppofition to that

of the fword. In order to be admitted into this

body much knowledge, great talents, and pa

tient affiduity in labour were neceffary : as the

buſineſs to be tranfacted in it was of vaft extent and

infinite variety, it required alfo a great number of

perfons to perform its different functions ; and the

funds for the navy not being fufficient to pay this

vaft body of men in proportion to their fervices,

the mediocrity of their falaries were compenfated

by the honours and refpect annexed to their em

ployments. They were firft of all exempted from

all
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all military authority ; they excited an emulation

among them, eſtabliſhed degrees of eminence, and

an heirarchy, ofwhich this is the gradation. Clerks,

principal clerks, commiffaries in ordinary, commiffaries

general, intendants and counjellers ofstate, with the

profpect of becoming the minifter for naval depart

ment.

FRIEND.

An admirable regulation ! and well calculated

to rouſe the ſpirit of ambition in thoſe who compote

that body called the men ofthe pen.

COMMISSARY.

This is not all , it was afterwards fettled, that

a perfon upon his firft admiffion fhould be a pupil

before he became a writer : thus a kind of fchool

was formed, which every one muſt paſs through

before he entered into the body of the pen, the dif

ferent ranks of which was from that time equal in

number to that of the fword, and followed in the

fame order. The pupil had the rank of a

guard marine, the clerk of an enfign, the principal

clerk of a lieutenant, the commiffary of a captain,

the commiffary general of a colonel, and the inten

dant of a lieutenant-general.

FRIEND.

But what were the pofitive functions of an of

ficer of the pen?

COMMISSARY.

They were very confiderable ; and firſt they were

toexamine, to purchaſe, to receive, and put to ufe all '

G
the
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the materials employed in the conftructing, equip

ping, and armingthe veffels : fecondly,theadmiffion,

the inftruction, the regulating, and the levying of

failors. When the veffel was armed and put to

fea, the captain from that moment became abfo

lute mafter on board ; and the officer of the pen

was no more than a ſteward for the king's property,

and the faithful recorder of the errors or fuccefs of

his majefty's reprefentative, the captain.

FRIEND.

Howlongdid this falutary equilibrium continue?

COMMISSARY.

It continued even to the reign of Lewis XVI.

with a few alterations. For inftance, it was the

duke de Praflin who called the body of the pen the

honefteft part of the adminiftration ; and after

wards, in the miniftry of Monfieur de Baynes, the

crofs of Saint Louis was conferred on ſeveral of my

brethren as well as on myſelf.

FRIEND.

And who was it that introduced confufion into

this admirable order?

COMMISSARY.

Alas ! that is eaſy to guefs ; even the wearer of

that peruke. Thisman, who fetoutintheworld with

the poft of counsellor to the chatelets, for a falary

of a hundred and twenty-five louifdors, had been

raiſed to the rank of a lieutenant of Police, that is,

third clerk to the mayor of Paris. It were to be

wifhed that he had always continued in this poft,

I which
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which he filled very well, being a fevere fcourge to

the rogues of this capital. Although he is origi

nally ofSpaniſh deſcent, he has none of the haugh

tinefs and arrogance of that nation ; on the contrary,

he is mean and abject. While he was a lieutenant

of Police, he enriched himſelf by all kinds of baſe

and difhoneft artifices, which he found it not diffi

cult to conceal. Under different names, and with

out diſburfing a fingle penny, he was affociated

with companies of traders, manufacturers, and

contractors, for whom he procured privileges and

exemptions ; and by fuch dark and unwarrantable

methods, he is become mafter of an eſtate of

200,000 livres a year ; whereas before he became

lieutenant of Police, he was not worth more than

twelve hundred. Such is the perfonage, who with

out any knowledge but of the tricks and artifices

of pick- pockets and robbers, and the method of

procuring fpies and informers, is become on a

fudden firft minifter for naval affairs ; one who

has never ſeen a fhip of war but in pictures and

engravings. Being thus elevated to an employ

ment of which he understands nothing, he is obliged

to have recourſe to his dependents, whofe counfels

he follows in all things. Thefe Mentors directly

forming the military power, have given their old

Telemachus to underſtand, that he would have a

greater reputation for wiſdom and knowledge than

all his predeceffors, if he would openly overturn

the principles, and deftroy the fyftem of the great

Colbert, and form a new code for the marine.

FRIEND.

This is pofitively the picture drawn by Epeffet

in the ſpirit of prophecy ; the patronſtupid, the de

G 2
pendents
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pendents bafe. And how did he proceed in this

noble enterprize?

COMMISSARY.

That is what I am going to tell you. Thefe

gentlemen began with procuring the fuppreffion of

the naval adminiftration, and transferred the whole

ſervice from the pen to the fword, leaving, however,

to fome of the commiffaries the regiſters and the

naval drefs ; but their functions are confined to

writing what is dictated to them by the officers,

and to fupplying funds for their demands ; they are

abfolutely excluded from every employment at fea.

Such is the refult of the numberlefs ordinances

publifhed by the new minifter for naval affairs,

fince the year 1776.

FRIEND.

I fhould be glad to know all the abufes and

inconveniencies, which have been the confequences

of this wife eſtabliſhment.

COMMISSARY.

They are numberless , but the moſt confiderable

of them I will explain.

And firft, by confiding to the military officers

ofthe marine, the direction ofthe works relative to

the conftitution and equipment of fhips, they are

fuppofed to be better verfed in the theory of thefe

matters now, than they were in the reign of

Louis XIV. but this is far from being the cafe ;

on the contrary, I maintain, that an extreme igno

rance prevails among the military body, the ne

ceffary
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ceffary confequence of the injudicious method,

adopted in the reception and inftruction of the

youth deſtined for the naval fervice ; for that re

gulation which forbids any perfon but of the order

of the nobleffe from being received as guards de

marine, and that prejudice which places the

fea fervice in an inferior degree to that of the land,

the custom of deftining to the former none but

younger fons of great families, or gentlemen with

out fortune, forced to the neceffity of entering at a

very early age, in order to pafs through the feveral

ranks, is the cauſe that when theſe youths are fent

to their ſtations in the different ports, they are fo

illiterate that they fcarce know how to write or

read; and are wholly deftitute of that preliminary

knowledge, which in others, better inftructed, give

method, order, and clearnefs, qualities indifpen

fibly neceffary in any labour which requires an

effort of the underſtanding.

Secondly, the buſineſs of a failor is fo difficult

in itſelf, and requires fo conftant a practice to at

tain to any excellence in it, that it muſt needs be

extremely difadvantageous to connect it with any

fedentary employment.

Thirdly, the minute details into which thoſe

who are charged with the adminiftration of the

navy are obliged to enter, muft neceffarily be fubject

to frequent interruptions, when theſe employments

are filled by the officers of the navy.

Fourthly, we all know that a fpirit of œconomy

will never be exerted by thofe perfons againſt

whofe encroachments that fpirit is particularly di

rected. Therefore, in the new fyftem, the military

being no longer obferved by the watchful eye of

office, being accountable to none, and attentive

only
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only to the fplendid exterior of their profeffion,

and their own perfonal convenience, feeing them

felves enabled to provide, without oppofition, for

all their occafions, will no longer be contented

with what is neceffary ; fuperfluities will be added

in exceſs ; enervated by luxury, they will no longer

be capable of the continual vigilance fo neceffary

in a naval commander ; and the first action they

are engaged in at fea will be fignalized by a defeat.

Fifthly, Will not majefty itſelf fall under public

cenfure for the negligence, the waſte, and the de

predations which the adminiftration is no longer

impowered to reſtrain ?

The commiffary was proceeding, and I ſhould

have learned a great deal more, for he feemed to

underſtand the fubject well, when a fervant came

for the peruke which had afforded me an afylum ;

he put it in a box, but where he carried it I did not

know till fix hours afterwards, when I was restored

to the light of day.

CHAP.
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CHA P. XIV.

Changes hisfituation. A curious dialogue be

tween Monfieur Benjamin le Frank and his

neighbour concerning Doctor Franklin. The

Doctor's adventures: Of his economy : of

his electricity, and his elevation.

THE firft object that met my eyes, was a large

room on the ground floor, furniſhed in a man

ner I never faw before. Along the fides, and all

around, ftood a triple row of theſe falſe forefts,

fuch as that which at prefent afforded me a retreat,

but in many different forms ; fome were round,

others had bundles of trees tied together, which

they called hammer, for being well preft and

cemented, they were as ftiff as iron. Theſe laft

had an ornament behind of an immenſe length, the

end of which was formed into a circle. It was

afferted that theſe forefts conferred wifdom and

learning upon thoſe who wore them, with a capa

city of deciding upon the life and death of their

fellow citizens ; and were deftined for the gentle

men ofthe faculty, furniſhing them with fufficient

fkill to fathom all the fecrets of nature, and to in

veftigate the caufes of all the difeafes with which

the human race is afflicted ; but they were not

however able to communicate the power ofhealing

them.

The
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The mafter of the houſe, when my foreft was

prefented to him, put it on the handfomeft wooden

head in the fhop, and by way of diftinction placed

it on a fhelf. I faw a great many strangers come

in and go out of this hall ; fome to have their

branches, which were given to be the principal or

nament of their heads, cut off clofe to the roots

with an inftrument of fteel : others to have the

trees oftheir forefts improved by culture, and cut

into a beautiful form. Thefe gentlemen, by the

fimplicity of their drefs, appeared not to be of the

first order of financiers in Paris ; neither couldthey

be faid to have drawn much advantage from a

fplendid education by the politenefs of their man

ners, but they appeared to be contented ; they

were cheerful, and had a natural archnefs which

diverted me.

One among them of deeper knowledge than the

others, reafoned much upon the laws and cuftoms

of Paris, which he feemed to understand perfectly

well. He had formerly been clerk to a notary,

afterwards to a procurer, and by infenfible degrees

had rifen to the honourable poít of clerk to the

fecretary of a counfellor ofthe great chamber. I

was pleafed with his train of reafoning, which had

a great reſemblance to that of Mr. Brazenface, who

governed an old woman, who governed an old man,

who in bis turngovernei, &c.

Here follows the argument of our petty magif

trate. The parliament of Paris reprefent the king :

the great chamber of this parliament takes cogni

zance, and decides upon all affairs of importance,

in which the honour and fortune of any French

man

1
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man is concerned. The reporter of each law cafe can,

bythe manner he reprefents it, incline the balance

to what fide he pleafes, either for or againſt the

party.

The most popular reporter of the great chamber

is the abbè Pr. He has too many affairs

upon his hands to permit him to examine them all

himfelf; he is contented therefore with the extracts

madebyhis fecretary ; the fecretary loaded with bufi

nefs likewife, leaves this tafk to me. I make extracts

of the proceedings of the courts juft as I pleafe,

and fubjoin a note containing the judgment which

in my opinion ought to país. Thele extracts are

delivered to the reporter, who reads, or is fuppofed

to read, them to the parliament, and the decree is

then made according to my direction ; confequently

I make the parliament do whatever I pleate ; and

thus, without any one fulpecting it, I am in reality

maſter of the honour, fortune, and fometimes the

lives of my fellow citizens.

The converfation now took another turn ; the

war became the fubject, and various opinions were

given they were ftill very ferioufly engaged, when

a man, whofe appearance, though mean, was de

cent, and who had for a quarter of an hour fup

ported his part of the converfation fenfibly enough,

took a razor from one of the boys in the fhop,

fhaved himself, combed his hair, powdered it very

modeftly, then fat down to continue a converfation

in which he feemed to take great intereit ; it was

as follows :

H
Dialogue
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Dialogue beeween Benjamin le Frank and his

Neighbour,

NEIGHBOUR.

I fuppofe, Sir, it is from a principle of eco

nomy that you are fo inattentive to your drefs?

B. LE FRANK.

more certain.

You think you are jefting now, but nothing is

The maſter of this fhop permits

me to come here and drefs twice a week, which

cofts me no more than a penny each time.

NEIGHBOUR.

I ſhould imagine then that your income is not

very large.

B. LE FRANK.

I have only nine pounds two fhillings and fix,

pence a year, which makes fix-pence a day ex

actly.

NEIGHBOUR.

How is it poffible for you to fupport yourself

upon fuch a trifle ?

B. LE FRANK.

Extremely well : you would find it difficult to

be contented with it, not having been accuſtomed

to fuch a narrow revenue ; and yet I am a richer

man by one-third of this fum, than a perſon of

great
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great merit, and fuperior genius, who is at prefent

an ambaſſador to the court of France.

NEIGHBOUR.

You furprize me : pray, who is this perſon ?

B. LE FRANK.

The minifter plenipotentiary from the Ameri

can Congreſs.

NEIGHBOUR.

What ! the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Franklin !

B. LE FRANK.

The fame for a long time his income was no

more than four-pence a day, and he was contented.

NEIGHBOUR.

I thought he had been a phyfician ; why does

he take the title of doctor ?

B. LE FRANK.

By excelling in any poffeffion a man may attain

to the title of doctor. Doctor means truly learned ;

and it is really fuprizing that phyficians fhould all

bear this title, when there are to many blockheads

ofthat profeffion
.

NEIGHBOUR.

From what you have faid, I think it is not fur

prizing that phyficians fhould arrogate to them

felves the qualities that give them a right to this

title ;H 2
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title ;, but the wonder is, that any one will allow it:

but enough of thefe gentlemen. Do you know

Monfieur Franklin's real hiftory ; people here fpeak

varioufly of him, but nothing certain is known.

B. LE FRANK.

I will tell you very willingly all I know of him.

He was born at Boflon, in New England ; his

parents were in low circumftances, and could not

give him a very liberal education ; his firft em

ployment was that of a workman to a printer.

Behold him then in reality a man of letters ; for

you know, neighbour, that a printer is more than

any other a man of letters, fince if there were no

printers we could not have any books. He gained

near half a crown a day by his labour, and having

access to the books in his mafter's fhop, he loft no

opportunity of inftructing himself; his favourite

ftudy was phyfic, and his favourite author in that

fcience the abbe Nollet, whofe fpeculations in elec

tricity were much in his tafte, and to this kind of

reading he devoted all his lifure. At the end of

fome years he took a fancy to go and fettle in Phi

ladelphia, which being a more confiderable city

than Bofton, he hoped he fhould fooner find the

means of making his fortune. Being ftill young

when he arrived at Philadelphia, he foon fpent all

the money he had faved at Boſton, and was obliged

to engage with a printer there, with whom he

lived four years. During this interval he con

trived to amaſs the fum of fixty guineas ; when

growing weary of his trade, and having in his

phyfical refearches made an important difcovery ;

namely, that for four-pence a day a man may

provide
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provide himſelf with diet, lodging, and every other

neceffary. " Well," faid he, " the money which

" I have laid by will carry me on a long time, as

" I can be contented with fo fmall an income. "—

He then quitted his mafter, and lived privately,

fubfifting for many years upon four- pence a day.

NEIGHBOUR.

I cannot conceive how he did it ; to me it feems

impoffible.

B. LE FRANK,

And yet nothing is more eafy ; it requires only

reſolution : his method was (for I have taken him

for my pattern) to purchafe for three-pence a

quantity of potatoes, which ferved him for bread

and meat both, and of which there was fufficient

to fubfift on a whole week. A baker roafted them

for a half-penny ; and he bought of a milk-woman

daily a half-penny worth of milk ; all this amounted

to no more than feven pence a week ; he gave a

penny a day for his lodgings in a garret, becauſe

he liked neatneſs and convenience, otherwiſe he

might have accommodated himself at a cheaper

rate. He drank ſmall beer mixed with water,

and this coft him two-pence a week ; the remain

der he laid by for drefs and pocket-money ; for he

employed nobody to wash for him, or to mend his

linen and ftockings.

Now let us calculate, and you will be con

vinced that it is not impoffible to live upon this

fum. Four-pence a day makes twenty-eight pence

a week.

His
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His potatoes, the dreffing of them,

and his milk, coft him every

week
"S

His lodging

And his beer

2.

7

7

2

Total 16

Thus, out of eight-and-twenty pence a week,

there remained twelve to make a figure with.

B. LE FRANK.

Not unleſs you were like him, a doctor.

NEIGHBOUR.

Your account is clearly made out ; but I who

gain half a crown a day find it difficult to fubfift ;

how then could I make four-pence a day ferve

me?

NEIGHBOUR.

But how did this gentleman offour-pence a day,

raiſe himſelf to his preſent elevated ſtation ?

B. LE FRANK.

By little and little. The gentleman acquired a

profound knowledge of electricity ; he commanded

the thunderbolt to fall where he pleaſed ; he bid

it roar at a diſtance, and at a diftance it roared :

he flood on one fide of a river, and electrified a

dog on the other ; the poor animal made piteous

moans, but knew not who caufed its fufferings.

By thefe rare and wonderful talents he rofe to be

a collector
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a collector of the cuſtoms for the king ofEngland

in the port of Philadelphia, which place brought

him in five hundred pounds fterling a year (about

twelve thouſand livres).

NEIGHBOUR .

Oh mighty well ! this was fomewhat better than

four-pence a day but how could he contrive to

ſpend fuch a fum ?

B. LE FRANK,

As to that he acquitted himſelf extremely well ;

he took a wife, he had children, a cellar ſtored

with good liquors ; a plentiful table. He was

then a zealous royalift, becauſe it was for his ad

vantage to be fo. He procured his fon a commif

fion in the army; and this fon continuing ſteady

to his duty and attachment for his Britannic ma

jefty, is ſtill governor of New Jerſey for the king.

The doctor underſtands his perfonal interefts per

fectly well ; perhaps he was apt to attend to them

too much, if we may judge by the event ; for

after being a confiderable time in poffeffion of this

employment, he was very politely thanked for his

ſervices and turned out of it,

NEIGHBOUR.

So, then, he had recourfe to his four-pence a

day again ; a very difagreeable change to him,

furely.

B. LE FRANK.

He left no means untried to get back his place,

but he did not fucceed ; hence originated his

2
animofity
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:

animofity to his king, and even to the whole

British nation.

NEIGHBOUR .

But how did he fubfift ?

B. LE FRANK.

Electricity having taught him that there is fire

every where, and in every thing, he took a fancy

that by this difcovery he might live in the grand

ftile: accordingly he electrified the minds of the

Americans, making them believe that all the evils

they fuffered proceeded from St. James's palace, in

London ; that in that palace the refolution was

taken to confider them as flaves, and to force them

by an arbitrary exertion of power to pay all the

taxes and impofts that intereft and caprice could

invent. There needed no more to excite a revolt

among the doctor's patients ; he was fent to Lon

don with propofitions from them full of infolence,

and even injurious to the majefty of the throne :

thefe propofitions were rejected, as the electrifier

expected. When he returned to his own country,

he enumerated injuries on the part of the British

government towards them which never exifted ; he

enflamed their refentments, counfelled them to

hake off their chi nerical dependence on their

mother country ; held out the profpect of a glo

rious freedom to then and their pofterity ; com

menced their legiflator, eftablished a form of re

publican government, and fubjected them to the

defpotifm of the Congress.

NEIGH
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NEIGHBOUR.

You have given us a fine portrait of your hero,

my friend; but in what part of his conduct do you

pretend to imitate him ?

B. LE FRANK.

Certainly not by attempting to engage my coun

trymen, the French, in a rebellion againſt their king.

I fhall imitate my Mentor only in the firſt ſcenes

of his life ; that is, by being fatisfied with a little,

as I am at prefent, and by endeavouring to acquire

fome diftinguiſhed talent that may recommend me

to a lucrative place in the revenue.

Monfieur le Frank would have proceeded in his

diſcourſe, when a perfon came to tell him that a

coach was waiting for him at his door. A coach !

never had he been honoured fo highly before ; he

quitted his friend with precipitation, who faw him

felf diſappointed of the pleafure he hoped for in

hearing his own hiftory, which would, doubtleſs,

have been very curious, having formed himſelfupon

fo excellent a model.

1

..: CHA P.
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1

СНАР. XV.

Our hero meets with a goodmafter, with whom

he travels to Bruffels. Dialogue concerning

the author of the annals of the eighteenth

century and his mistress. Their adventures

at Paris and London.

WHEN Monfieur Benjamin le Frank had

concluded his hiftorical panegyrick upon

Dr. Benjamin Franklin, during which his whole

audience had been profoundly filent, they all be

gan to fpeak at once, and defcant upon his good

fortune.

-

"It must be confeffed," faid one, " that a

" man may fubfift upon a very ſmall matter, and

by that means avoid many cares, perplexities,

" and much fatigue."

66

" Monfieur Franklin's ftomach," fays another,

" did not confume leſs nouriſhment, when he had

" but four-pence a day to live on, than it does

" now when he has an elegant table ; and I main

" tainthathewas even happier then than he is now."

" How do you make that out ?" faid the maf

ter of the houſe.

" Becauſe," replied he, " at that time he had

"no remorfe, no ftings of confcience to torment

" him;
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hint ; whereas now he is continually racked

" with the upbraidings ofhis own confcience ."

" That may not be the cafe with him,” ſaid a

fourth; "there are men in the world fo very wicked,

" that their confcience is quite filent."

During all this fine conference, the peruke in

which I had ſheltered myſelf was taken down to be

dreft ; and by frizing it backwards and forwards,

I was driven out, and fell upon the combing cloth

of a gentleman whom they were dreffing, and who

had fine natural hair, which I had the dexterity to

get into before they had finiſhed dreffing him and

removed the cloth.

Secure in this new afylum, I began to breathe

with freedom : it is true, that I found myſelf in a

perfect folitude ; but this circumftance was far from

being irkſome to me. My days had already run

half their courfe ; the fire of my paffions was al

moſt extinct ; and for fome time paſt I afpired at

being a philofopher, and was now in a way ofbe

coming one.

My new landlord was just fetting out on a

journey to the Catholic Netherlands, in order to

procure fome eſtabliſhment ; but if he could meet

with nothing there that would fuit him, he pro

poſed to go to Amfterdam or to London. I, who

had never been out of Paris or Verfailles, was de

lighted with this opportunity of feeing the world ;

but I was particularly defirous of vifiting England ;

that nation which was now at enmity with France,

the fovereign of the feas, and become the moft

I 2 powerful
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powerful inEurope. I had heard that one might live

here in perfect freedom amongmen, not ſlaves : moſt

ardently did I wifh that my companion would de

termine for England and carry me thither ; but I

was apprehenfive that fome obftacle would arife

which would blaft all my hopes. Happily, however,

my wiſhes were accomplished, and in the following

chapter you will find me in London : but it is pro

per that I fhould now make my readers acquainted

with the perfonage who had been my matter for

more than three weeks, as likewife with the adven

tures we met with in our journey.

This landlord of mine was a man of genius,

who had read much, and ftudied affiduoufly, but

could not raife his fortune in France. Being a

perfect mafter of his own language, his plan was

to teach it in foreign countries ; for which purpoſe

he was furnished with feveral letters of recommen

dation to perfons in Bruffels, in London, and in

Amfterdam ; fo that if he did not fucceed in one

place, he might have an opportunity of trying his

fortune in another. I could not poffibly have fal

len into a better fituation ; and that I might not

expofe myſelfto the danger of lofing it during our

travels, I was very careful to give him no diftur

bance, but contented myfelf with fuch fimple nou

rifhment as the hair-dreifers afforded me.

We began our journey in the Bruffels diligence,

and on the third day reached that city without

meetingwithanyoccurrence during our routeworthy

obfervation. The day after our arrival we went

to pay a visit to a French refugee, who has made

fome noife in the world ; his name was L--g--t.

My
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My landlord having a letter of recommendation to

him, we were allowed to wait a full hour in the

hall, after which we were permitted to enter the

room where he was fitting.

" Good morning, friend," faid he to my maſter,

"I find by your patron's letter that he is in good

" health, and at his defire I fhall be very glad to

" do you any fervice in my power ; but you must

" come to-morrow, for I am very busy to-day."

(c
Very well, Sir," replied my maſter ; " at

" what hour will you be pleaſed to give me au

" dience ?"

"About noon," replied Mr. L -g

immediately left us .

-t, and

This interview being very fhort, I had not too

much time for making obfervations on him, but

I refolved to examine his figure carefully the next

day.

In the evening my landlord took me with him

to fee a play. Prince Charles, who is governor of

the Low Countries, was pointed out to us ; and by

what I could underſtand from the company about

us, he is almoſt adored in Bruffels.

When we left the play-houfe, my mafter was

conducted by a perfon, who had fat near him there,

to a houſe of entertainment, which they called the

Woolcombers : here was very good company; they

fupped together ; and at table the converfation

happened to turn upon Mr. L--[.

Dialogue
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Dialogue concerning the celebrated author of

the Annals ofthe eighteenth century.

MY MASTER.

I have a letter of recommendation for this gen

tleman, and went with it to his houſe this morning,

but he had no time to give me an audience to-day,

and has appointed me to come again to-morrow.

THE FLEMMING .

Yes, that is his manner ; he affects the man of

confequence ; pray how do you like his Well of

Truth ?

MY MASTER.

I do not underſtand you.

THE FLEMMING.

Mr. L-g-t is the only man who has dared

to ſpeak truth in his annals ; for other authors, and

journaliſts efpecially, give us nothing but impof

tures. Poor truth ! that daughter of Heaven, lay

hid in the well, to which the perverfeneſs of mar

kind had driven her. Mr. L- gt alone

had the courage to lend her his affifting hand, and

preſented her tothe aftonishing world ; and on this

account it is that his country-feat is called the Well

of Truth .

MY MASTER .

I fancy you are ſpeaking ironically.

THE
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THE FLEMMING.

I only repeat his own expreffions.

MY MASTER.

He appears, indeed, to have a ſmall portion of

vanity ; but pray tell me, is he liked in this coun

try ? in France I know he has many enemies.

THE FLEMMING.

While he continues to give no offence by his

conduct, and does not prefume to cenfure our go

vernment, he may live in quiet ; and hitherto he

has given no caufe for complaint on this fubject.

He has contrived to make the lieutenant of Police

in this city his friend, by flattering him in his an

nals ; fo that if any orders came from France to,

feize his perfon, this faithful friend would prevent

their being executed, confequently his perfon is in

no danger from that quarter ; but there is fome

objection made to the morals of this preferver of

truth, on account of the fcandalous example of

libertinifm he gives, by living publicly with a wo

man, who, frightfully ugly as the is, is known to

be his miſtreſs.

MY MASTER.

I know the perfon you fpeak of; but in this

particular he is rather to be pitied than blamed.

"

THE FLEMMING.

How can you make that out ?

My
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MY MASTER.

I find you are unacquainted with his hiftory: I

will relate it to you ; but firft tell me, whether '

you have ever feen this woman.

THE FLEMMING.

Frequently; he goes with him often to the play

houfe : I will defcribe her perfon, and you will

judge if the picture be like. She is about fix-and

thirty years old, a coloffus in ftature and bulk ;

her forehead of a prodigious height, her eye-brows

broad and thick, large black eyes, an enormous

nofe, fhaped like the bill of a parrot ; thin lips,

funk between her nose and chin, and that chin very

large, and covered with a beard like that of a capu

chin; fhe has the look and air of a dragoon in wo

man's apparel : our Flemmifh women are not in

general remarkable for delicacy of figure, but this

lady exceeds them all in clumfinefs.

MY MASTER .

I perceive you are well acquainted with her;

now learn howſhe became the miſtreſs ofL-g-t.

This gentleman had managed fo as to give offence

to the whole body of attornies in Paris, to the par

liament of Mapeau, to the parliament of Hue, all the

men of letters, the French academy, and the mi

nifters ofſtate. Being no longer able to act in his

profeffion of advocate, nor to continue his trade

of a journaliſt, and having the honour of a lettrede

cachet before his eyes, he knew not to what faint he

hould addrefs his dower, when a female divinity,

I to
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to whom he had done fome effecial fervices in two

or three fuits at law, appeared before him, and

addreffed him thus:

66

Lgt, your affairs are in a moſt per

" plexed condition ; you have no money, you can

"ftay no longer in France ; your only reſource is

your library, which you must not fell ; hear,

then, what I propofe. You have procured me

" a feparation from my huſband. I can difpofe

" of my eſtate for a hundred thoufand livres

ready money this fum I offer you, together

" with my perfon, and I am ready to follow you

to any part ofthe world."

66

86

Here the ftopped ; L-g--t threw himfelf at

her feet, profeffed the deepest gratitude, the utmoſt

reſpect and eſteem , promiſed an eternal attachment,

and fwore, that he would be her devoted flave till

the laſt moment of his life.

66

'

" As for refpect," faid the generous lady, " I

"do not expect that ofyou ; all I require is tender

" nefs and an inviolable attachment ; and having

" promiſed me this, our contract is figned ; be

" tween perfons of honour a promife is fufficiently

binding : but, my dear L -g -t, I give

you notice beforehand, that if ever you abandon

me, it is not to the law that I will have recourſe

" for juſtice, it is to my own hand only that I will

owe it ; a piftol or a poignard fhall put an end

to your life."

<s

46

C:

66

sc

L-g-t now repeated his vows of everlaſting

love and fidelity, and our lovers quitted Paris im

K
mediately,
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mediately, and France foon afterward. Their in

tention was to fettle in Holland ; but finding that

impracticable they went to London, where they

lived about two years. But as there is no domef

tic felicity without fome interruption, a quarrel

arofe one day between this pair of turtles ; the

male being rather impetuous, objected to fome

thing in the conduct of his mate. The innocent

female would bear no contradiction, and in the

courfe of her juftification laid the blame upon her

other half; and this half not being able to endure

any more, took an opportunity one morning to leave

Madame in poffeffion of the houſe, and retired to

lodgings in another part of the town.

The lady was greatly furprized when the found

he did not return the whole day ; another paffed,

and he did not appear. From that time ſhe never

ceaſed her fearch till fhe had diſcovered the place of

his retreat, and haftily entering his room, “ Oh !

" here you are then," faid the enraged dove ;

" where are my hundred thouſand livres ? fince

<c you have quitted me, reftore my money."

" I cannot pay it back at prefent," replied

L-g-t; "but if you chufe it I will pay you

" intereft for that fum."

.

" That will not do," refumed the dove, draw

ing a piftol out of her pocket, and holding it to the

breaft of her mate; " I will have the whole fum

" immediately, or your perfon alive or dead;

" therefore, good Sir, take the trouble to ſay your

“ laſt prayers, or put up your papers, and march

" before
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" before me : come, diſpatch, I do not chuſe to

" wait your leifure."

Poor L-g-t, who thought the argument

madame held in her hand unanfwerable, gathered

up his papers in an inftant, put them under his

arm, and making a profound bow to madame,

embraced her, and fuffered her to conduct him to

his former habitation : he has never taken fuch a

fooliſh deſign into his head fince.

THE GERMAN.

ſhe
Why, the manages him as ifhe were an infant ;

ftrange that a man of genius fhould act fo ab

furdly !

MASTER.'

It often happens that men of genius fall into

greater abfurdities than other people : but tell me

fincerely, do you think he can be of any fervice to

me in this country ?

THE GERMAN.

That depends upon the degree of liking he en

tertains for you ; but pray let me knowto-morrow

what paffes between you ; you will find me here

about this time.

K 2
CHAP,
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CHAP. XVI.

Some of L- gt's paradoxes upon the

English ; and the war they are at prefent

engaged in examined. His reafons for be

coming devout. Hiftory ofthe Loufe's com

rade. He goesto London.

THIS dialogue enabled me to form fome judg

ment of the perfon who was the fubject of it,

and gave me a ſtronger defire to fee him, and hear

him difcourfe. We did not fail to be at his houſe

the next day at the appointed hour. He received

my mafter civilly, invited him to stay and dine ;

and after converfing with him for a few minutes,

left us for a whole hour alone in his library, where,

having nothing better to do, my maſter looked

over his journal, and read a few paffages to me.

The first we fell upon drew fome obfervations

from him, which appeared to me to be very judi

cious. L-g-t when he was in London had

been ſeveral times at the theatres, and had ſeen

fome tragedies repreſented, but being wholly un

acquainted with the language of the country, he

did not underſtand a word of what was fpoke : to

him it was no more than a dumb fhow; yet he

took it into his head to play the profound critic,

and to cenfure the performance with feverity. The

players were too vehement ; their action was not

just ; they roared inſtead of ſpeaking, &c. This

was
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was not all ; our journaliſt had the prefumption to

fummonthe inimitable Garrick before his tribunal,

although he had never feen him play ; but forming

an opinion ofhim by the prefent players, and af

figning him yet more vehemence and more gri

mace, he pronounced him to be a very indifferent

actor, and inferior to the worſt of our French co

medians.

" Methinks, Mr. L-g-t," faid my mafter,

" makes a mighty ridiculous figure here as a critic ;

ss without having ever feen or heard this great

" actor, he affumes the power ofjudging and con

" demning him. He alone has more taste and

" difcernment than the whole English nation ; and

" while Garrick is looked upon alinoft as adivinity

" in London, L-g-t, the ftupid, the audacious

" L-g-t, places him beneath the meanest of the

" French comedians. Surely after this he muft

" be deſpiſed in England ; it is no wonder he left

" that country fo foon."

As my fellow-traveller read on, he was fur

prized to find this journaliſt endeavouring to prove

that France had not been the aggreffor in the pre

fent war between her and England, and that it was

the latter that was to blame. " This man," faid

he to himſelf, " writes not this from any partiality

" for his own country, nor becauſe it is his real

" opinion, but to give vent to his malignity

againſt a nation which had not fufficiently prized

his merit, and had neglected to erect a ftatue to

him.

We
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maf

We were amufing ourſelves with readingfome

of his other paradoxes, when he entered to conduct

my mafter to the dining-room. As foon as we

were feated at table I came out of my retreat, and

took my ſtation upon one of the curls of my

ter's hair, in order to have a better view of our

hoft. He was a man of about forty-four years of

age, of low ftature, and his face much feamed

with the ſmall- pox ; but his eyes were full of fire,

fo that although he might be called really

ugly, yet his countenance did not diſpleaſe you.

His manner was ftiff, and he appeared to have a

very high opinion of his own talents, which how

ever was very ill founded.

•

The lady we had heard fo much of did the

honours ofthe table, and her appearance convinced

us, that the picture which was drawn for herthe

evening before had not exaggerated the faults of

her face and figure. As I was placed very near

her, I might eafily have fixed my abode withher ;

and one confideration feemed to invite me, which

was the view of feveral of my own fpecies, who

feemed by their bulk to be plentifully provided

for: but befides that the landlady was difagreeable,

my folitude had greater charms for me than the

fociety of my fellow creatures ; and I was defirous

of enjoying the fweets of it as long as I could : fo

after I had indulged my curiofity with examining

the exteriors of our hoft and hoftefs, I withdrew

into my retreat to liften to their converfation.

I must acknowledge however, that religion being

the fubject, it did not greatly intereft me. The

Roman catholic faith appeared to have great ad

vantages
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vantages in the opinion of all the gueſts ; among

whom two being priests, were well paid for the

fupport they lent it : but I was furprized to find

that the mafter of the houfe expreffed more zeal

for the cauſe than even the prieſts.

My maſter ſaid very little on the occaſion ; he

was bufied with his own reflections : " Poor

" L-g-t," faid he to himſelf, " does not be

" lieve a word ofwhat he maintains ;" the catholic

religion, is in his opinion, neither better nor worfe

than any other ; but having drawn upon himſelf

the hatred of every order of the ſtate, he feeks to

fhelter himſelf under the wing of the priesthood :

yet he is a contemptible wretch for afferting what

he does not believe, and attempting to prove the

truth of tenets which he holds to be abfurd and

ridiculous. It is a vile trade this, but he gets

money by it. I would advife him, after he is

grown rich by his annals of the eighteenth century,

to addreſs the human race after this manner :

" Ladies and gentlemen, you are all fools ; as

" for myſelf, having no money, I fported with

your follies, in order to be rich. This was the

" end I propoſed ; I have fucceeded, and am

" fatisfied."

<:

L-g-t then turning to my mafter, aſked him

what kind of ftudies he had hitherto been engaged

in, and what way of life would beft fuit him ? My

mafter began immediately to give him his hiftory

in this manner :

" I ftudied
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" I ftudied feveral years under the care ofthe

" fathers ofthe oratory, andwhen I quitted them,

" returned to the houfe of my father : he is a phy

" fician, and defigned me for the fame profeffion,

" but I had an invincible diflike to it. I could

" not endure to be preſent at the diffecting of

" bodies, nor to fee my fellow creatures languiſh

" under tedious and torturing maladies, for which

" no certain remedy could be found. My father

" himſelf owned to me, that after a practice of

thirty years, he was convinced that the fcience

" of phyfic was fo dark and impenetrable as to

puzzle the greateft geniufes : and that when it

" happened that fome of his patients recovered

" their healths, he was fully convinced in his own

" mind that he had no part in the cure, and

" that nature had done all."

66

" Since this is your opinion," faid I to my fa

ther, " and that one cannot worthily follow this

" profeffion, why are you refolved that I fhall em

" brace it ?"

" Becauſe," replied he, " every one ought to

" take care of his own interefts first ; and a great

" deal of money may be gained by this profeffion.

" We are quacks, it is true, but neceffary quacks,

" which men cannot do without ; therefore this

profeffion ought to be as agreeable to you as any

" other, fince it will furniſh you with the means of

66 a fupport."

'

Theſe confiderations made no impreffion on me,

I was paffionately devoted to the ſtudy of the belles

lettres ; poetry and the theatres delighted me ; I

wrote
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wrote a comedy, in my judgment it was a mafter

piece. I offered it to the French players, they

refuſed to receive it ; I printed it, hoping that the

public would be more difcerning than the come

dians. My performance appeared on the counters

in the bookfellers fhops, but nobody bought it :

can you guess the reafon ? it was becauſe I had.

neglected to pay my refpects to the reviewers, and

had not prefented them with copies. They did

not mention my play in their publications, and fo

the town never heard of it.

Mean time my father perceiving that I had no

inclination for his profeffion, was offended, and

afked me pofitively, how I intended to gain a fub

fiftence, fince I had no fortune to depend upon ?

I told him I was refolved to apply myſelf wholly

to literature.

" How!" faid my father, " you will follow the

" trade of an author then. Fye ! fye ! it is a beg

garly trade, which will fool you with hopes till

you perish with hunger?"

66

"C

" But, Sir," faid I, " there are authors who

" have raiſed themfelves from indigence to the

poffeffion of eafy fortunes ; for example, d'Alem

bert, la Harpe, Marmontel, and many others."

66

" The menwhom you have named," replied my

father, " are but the fag end of literature. It

" was not their merit that raiſed them to affluence,

" but their meannefs ; it was the most contempti

" ble flattery, the moft fervile fubmiffion to num

" berlefsL
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berlefs indignities, that procured them the fuc

cefs they have not merited. I would rather fee

σε you an apprentice to a fhoemaker, than the imi

" tator of fuch worthlefs beings ; therefore deter

" termine upon fome trade ; chufe what you think

" will fuit you beft, otherwiſe I will abandon you

to your wretched deſtiny, and never ſee you

more. I give you three days to confider of my

propofal." Saying this he left me.

૯

<c

cc

،،

Being in great uncertainty what to refolve on,

I went to confult one ofthe fathers ofthe oratory,

who was my friend, and he perfuaded me to enter.

into his fociety.

It was, perhaps, the beft choice I could have

made. Their fole employment is the education of

youth ; they are not bound by any vows ; they

depend upon no one ; they are at liberty to quit

the order whenever they pleaſe ; all that is required

of them is to live in celibacy fo long as they con

tinue in it.

This was the way of life that I refolved to em

brace ; and my father not being able to prevent it,

I entered into the fociety at the age of twenty-three,

and continued there feven years. The caufe ofmy

leaving it then was a paffion which I had enter

tained for an amiable young woman, by whom I

was tenderly loved. I would have married her,

but he had a fortune and I had none, fo that her

parents gave me my difriffion in due form, by

forcing her to marry a rich blockhead whom he

hated.

It
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It is now more than fix months fince I fuffered

this diſappointment, which affected me deeply at

first; but my reafon at length prevailed, and thank

heaven I am now perfectly tranquil. Fortune is

the miſtreſs I am now in purfuit of; if I thought I

could find her here, here I am willing to remain ;

ifnot, I muſt feek her elſewhere.

" that" I perceive," replied Lgt,

your father is a man of fenfe and judgment,

you would have done better to have followed

" his counfels. However, you must not be dif

" couraged. You would be an author. Well,

66

<<

you must produce fome work that may draw

" notice upon you ; but do not take for your pat

terns thoſe paltry fellows you named juft now,

" la Harpe, d'Alembert, and the reft ; load not

" yourſelf with the infamy in which they are funk ,

" that is not the way to live by your pen, nor to

" acquire eſteem ; follow a more honourable path,

" but little known in France ; go to London."

66

" The fovereign of the English nation," added

he, " may be compared to a man who fits alone at

" a table with a great many dogs at his feet ;

"fome ofthem are favourites, and to thefe he dif

" tributes the bones from his plate. Others, and

they are the greateſt number, keep a continual

barking, fometimes at the mafter, fometimes at

" thofe he favours, in order to have part of the

"good cheer. The poor man not being able to

" drive them out, is obliged to hear their noife ; or

" if he would filence them, it can only be done

L 2
by

66

66

<6
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bythrowing fome bones under his table to them.

" likewiſe.

66 are" The miniſters," purſued L- g— t,

“ feldom able to keep their places long ; do you,

" therefore, always engage with the party that

" oppoſes them ; write for that party ; they have

" not a French writer in their pay, and you will

" be very acceptable to them : you will be fure of

a tolerable penfion immediately, which will be

" increaſed afterwards, if by the force of clamour

" and importunity they get the favourite minifters

" turned out, whofe places they want to fill. By

" this method a man may make his fortune in

" England, although in France it would conduct

" him to the Baftile or Biftre."

66

" But," faid my mafter, " I am acquainted

" with no one in London ; and it is neccffary to

begin by gaining the notice of one of thoſe Eng

" lifh hounds who bark fo loud."

cc

" This difficulty will be eafily got over," replied

L— g— t, “ I will recommend you to two of

" my friends who will do your buſineſs completely

" for you. Let me fee you here to-morrow morn

ing, I will then give you a couple of letters for

" London."

Thus ufeful was the patronage of the annaliſt of

the eighteenth century. My mafter was well

pleafed with his fuccefs, received the two commen

datory letters next morning, and a few hours after

wards we fet out for Oftend, where we embarked on

board one ofthe four new packet boats, eſtabliſhed

2 by
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by Frederick Romberg and company of Bruffels ;

and where we had no reafon to be apprehenfive of

hoftilities, being under the imperial flag : we had a

favourable wind, and on the ſecond day arrived at

London.

CHAP. XVII.

They are in London. Make a vifit to the duke

d'A-gné. The new form of adminiſtration

propofed to be eftablished in England by the

king of France. The duke d' A-gné ap

pointed viceroy. Letters from Lewis XVI.

to that duke.

TWO days after our arrival in London, my

mafter, being quite recovered from the fatigue

of travelling, began to enter upon buſineſs, and

went to wait upon a French duke who was then

at his country feat. This nobleman gave us a

very cordial reception, and invited us to pafs a few

days with him ; an invitation which we gladly ac

cepted. He introduced his difcourfe with my

mafter by asking him if he was acquainted with

the Engliſh conftitution .

My mafter replied, " that he had but a very

"fuperficial knowledgeofit ;" uponwhich his grace

put into his hand a collection of all the patriotic

fpeeches he had made in parliament fince the lofs

of his fovereign's favor and his place in the mi

niſtry.

By
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66

" By the perufal of thefe papers," ſaid his grace,

" you will inftantly comprehend the ftate of this

kingdom ; you will know its conftitution tho

" roughly ; you will obferve the progrefs of its

" decay, and be able to forefee its future ruin.

" I will afterwards inform you of the revolutions

" that muſt ſhortly take place."

Myfellow-traveller read over thefe mafter-pieces

of eloquence, from which it was eafy to discover

that the author was one of thofe hounds who

barked for bones ; and it muſt be acknowledged

that he barked both loud and ſtrong, for he had

tafted the ſweetneſs of them formerly, and could

the leſs endure to be without his 'fhare.

Two days afterwards his grace had a long con

verfation in private with my mafter ; and being

convinced that he poffeffed all the talents neceffary

for his purpoſe, faid to him, " My friend, are you

" willing to be my fecretary for foreign affairs ?

" it is a delicate truft, and will require, on your

cc

66

fide, the most impenetrable fecrecy. Your ap

pointments, however, will not at firſt be very

large ; but you may reckon upon foon attaining

a fplendid fortune, and a very advantageous

" poſt."

66

My mafter, who was indifferent which fide he

embraced in an enemy's country, accepted the

duke's propoſal, and promited all he defired . The

duke then fhewed him a letter from a well known

French minifter, containing the form ofthe new

adminiſtration, which the intended conqueror or

England
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England was to eſtabliſh in that kingdom. I lif

tened with great attention to the reading of this

important piece ; and here follows the contents.

Letter from the count de V------nes, minifter

forforeign affairs, to the duke d' A---gné at

London.

" As I neither can nor with to do any thing

" without confulting you, my lord duke, I have

" fent you the plan formed by our committee,

" which we fubmit to your judgment, and intreat

you to fend us your obfervations upon it as foon

as poffible.

66

66

66

" As foon as we have made ourfeives mafters of

" the kingdom, and have got the perfons of the

king and queen, and all the royal family in our

" hands, they are to be conducted, with all the

" honours due to their former dignity, to Saint

" Germain en Lay, where they will have fuch a

" court as their revenue will enable them to main

" tain ; and if they chufe to live in amity with

" the king our mafter, they will be received with

" diftinction at Verfailles, and at any of his coun

try refidences.66

" The king our mafter will fettle a revenue of

" two millions of livres upon them, which fhall be

" duly paid every quarter.

66

King George, on his fide, fhall refign the

" electorate of Hanover to his fon, the prefent

prince of Wales, on thefe conditions : firſt,

" that

<<
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"that this young prince fhall renounce his prin

cipality of Wales, and never afterwards bear the

" title. Secondly, that he fhall refide conftantly

" in France, and ſpend the revenue of his elec

❝torate there.

" King George's other male children, afte ab

juring the proteftant religion, fhall all enter into

" the ecclefiaftical ſtate. The beſt biſhopricks in

" France fhall be given them ; and the king our

" mafter will engage to procure for each of them

" a cardinal's hat.

С،

"The daughters of the faid king George fhall

be married to the French princes ; and the king

" our mafter will engage to give to each a portion

" oftwo millions of livres.

" Theſe articles concluded, in order to avoid

" all occafion for feditions and revolts, you are to

" be appointed viceroy of England, where a go

" vernment purely monarchical ſhall be eſtabliſhed,

" as beft calculated for the happiness of the

❝ people.

66

" To prevent the ill defigns of your enemies,

" you fhall be empowered to bring the prefent mi

" nifters to a trial for high treafon againſt the

people of England, and you fhall hang them all

up at Tyburn, amidst the fhouts and acclama

" tions of all preſent at their execution.

66

de

" All the taxes at prefent levied in England

" ſhall be continued, till it fhall pleaſe the king

* our maſter to relieve his fubjects, by taking

" fome
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"fome ofthem off, except the duties upon French

" wines exported into England, it being reaſonable

" that nations fubject to the fame monarch fhould

enjoy the fruits of their refpective countries.

CE

" In order to maintain the authority ofthe king

❝our maſter, and to fecure him in the full poffef

" fion of it, it must be your first care to fortify

ftrongly the Tower of London, to cauſe forts to

"be built in it, and to put it in every refpect

' upon the footing ofthe Baftilein Paris.

(6

" Lettres de cachet fhall take place in England

" as in France, which you are to diſtribute as you

pleafe, according to particular exigencies, and

" with your ufual prudence.

(6

" As to the article of religion, it being clear

" that mankind believe no longer in the fuper

" ftitions of former ages, all fects, therefore, fhall

" be tolerated in England, with this diftinction

" only, that fuch perfons as are not members of

" the Roman church, fhall be incapable of hold

ing any employment in the ſtate. Your grace,

therefore, is entreated to give the firſt example

" of that fubmiffion to the will of him whofe per

" fon you are to repreſent.

66

66

" In order to deſtroy every idea of rebellion, to

preferve the interior peace of the kingdom, and

" to prevent all diffenfions and civil broils, there

" fhall be no more parliaments in England in the

" form of that fubfifting at prefent ; but there

" ſhall be feparate parliaments eftabliſhed in the

" feveral provinces of the kingdom, in which the

" employM

CC
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employments ſhall be fet to fale, as they are in

" the parliaments of France.

" The bufinefs of theſe parliaments fhall be to

" determine fuits at law between private perfons,

and regifter merely and fimply the declarations

" of the king upon the first requifition that shall be

❝ made.

" If theythink it neceffary to make any remon

ftrances in behalf of the people, it must not be

" till after the edicts have been regiſtered ; and

" if they prefume to act contrary to this order,

they fhall be fuppreft, the purchaſe money for

" their employments fhall be confifcated for the

king's uſe, and other parliaments ſhall be created,

" who will be more reafonable and more fubmif

." five.

66

66

" The viceroy fhall appoint to all the poſts, em

ployments, and governments, both civil andmi

litary; provided however that the perfons whom

" he has nominated, fhall procure his majesty's

" confirmation of his choice within fix months

" afterwards.

66

" That there may be no longer any animofity

" between the two nations, nor any apparent dil

❝tinction paid to one more than the other, in the

public acts that fhall be made in his majeſty's

name, his ftile fhall be king of England,

France, and Navarre; and the city of London,

called his good city, as well as the city of Paris.

" There

46
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" There fhall be a ſtanding army of fifty thou

fand regular troops, exclufive of the militia, kept

6 up in England , thefe troops are to be in readi

" nefs to march any where at the viceroy's first

" order. Such, my lord duke, are his majeſty's

" defigns, which we hope to carry into execution

immediately upon his being acknowledged fove

" reign of your country. It is your part to do

" every thing in your power to haften this event.

" You will receive by the fame courier a letter

" from the king, filled, doubtlefs , with thofe

" expreffions of eſteem and affection, which your

" fervices and your faithful attachment to his ma
ર્ડ jefty fo juftly merit.

" I am, &c.

" De V-G- NES ."

My fellow-traveller read the letter likewiſe from

Louis XVI, in the above paper mentioned ; it is fo

honourablefor the nobleman to whom it is addreffed,

that it ought not to be omitted : here it follows.

Letter from the king of France to the duke

ď A---gné.

" Coufin,

"C

66

" The faithful relation that has been made me

" of the numberlefs proofs you have given of

your attachment to my facred perfon, and of

your zealous endeavours to fupport my interefts

" and the glory of myname, will not permit me

"to doubt of the continuance of your fervices ; I

have therefore appointed you governor in my

M 2 " name
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66

" name over all England, under the title of vice

roy ; and I earneftly recommend to you to treat

all my fubjects with gentleness and the fame

" affection which I bear them. This doing, I be

" feech God, Coufin, to have you in his holy

keeping.

Signed
LOUIS."

66

66

CHA P. XVIII.

The Loufe meets with new misfortunes. He

lofes his fellow-traveller. One of his thighs

andtwo ofhis feet are burnt. He is Jent in

the folds of a letter to the house of the author

of the General Advertiſer, a manufacture of

vile abuse against the government. The

Loufe after a faft of two days continuance

meets at length with an English mafter.

HERE, faid I to myſelf, are great defigns ; it

would feem that wonderful revolutions will

fhortly take place in Europe, and my lord duke

will play a principal part in them. He muft cer

tainly be a man of prodigious merit, and a pal

fionate lover of his country, by thus attempting all

probable means to deliver her from the prefent

minifters, who tyrannize over her in the name of

their fovereign. Such were my reflections when I

took it into my head to examine this important

perfonage more particularly accordingly I placed

myfelf on the top of my mafter's head at the very

moment when he was engaged in a private conver

fation
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fation with his grace. Scarce had I begun to make

my obfervations, when my mafter, I know not for

what reaſon, ſhook his head, and not able to fup

port this motion, I fell upon a letter which my lord

duke had juft written, and which he was fprinkling

over with fome gold duft to dry the ink; fo that

being glued to the paper by this compofition, It

was not diſcovered, but lay hid in a corner when

it was folded up.

My new fituation was become very critical ; I

lamented the lofs of my dear fellow-traveller ; the

beft ofmafters, from whom I had never fuffered any

injury : it is true that I carefully avoided giving

him uneafineſs ; and when forced by the cravings

of hunger to pierce his fkin, I did it as lightly as

poffible, and always during the night whenhe was

afleep, and was not likely to feel me.

But now, alas ! what was to become of me? to

what place was this letter in which I was impri

foned to be tranfported ? to what new patron muſt

I attach myſeif? what treatment muſt a French

Louſe expect from the English ? I was giving

myſelf up to theſe tormenting reflections, when I

was fuddenly expofed to a new and more dreadful

torment than any I had yet experienced . On that

part of the paper to which I was faſtened by the

cement made by the gold duft and ink, there fell

in burning torrents a large quantity of flaming

wax ; I roared aloud, but the cruel wretch who

caufed my mifery paid not the leaft attention to

my cries. I had ftrength enough ftill left to crawl

from the fatal fpot ; and I might, perhaps, have

effected my elcape, if a ftone of an enormous fize

had
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had not been preſt upon this boiling wax, which

cruſhed one of my thighs and two of my feet in

pieces.

Such was the violence of the pain, that I in

ftantly loft all fenfe and power of motion ; when

I recovered, a few minutes afterwards, I was

amazed to find that this boiling liquid which had

lamed me, was become cold and hard as marble.

My poor thigh was encrufted in it ; yet in the

midft of my misfortunes I thought myself happy

to have got off at fo cheap a rate, fince one thigh

more or lefs was of no confequence to my walk

ing : I will, therefore, take up no more of the

reader's time with comments upon this accident,

but proceed to the relation of events in which,

perhaps, he is more intereſted.

This detefted letter, with other papers, was

addreffed to a certain author of a news-paper,

which was publiſhed every day in London, under

the title of The General Advertijer. The papers

were to be inferted daily in it, in order to increaſe

the gloom, and keep up the ill humour of the

English nation. The author broke the feal, and re

ftored meto liberty ; he perceived me, but taking

me for a grain of duft, he blew me off the letter

upon a large table covered with manufcripts and

printed papers. Here I pafied two whole days

without eating or drinking, no opportunity offering

in all that time for gaining a new fettlement.

Here my only employment was to liften conti

nually to difcourfes upon the affairs of ftate, and

2 . heaven
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heaven knows they gave a frightful picture of poor

old Great-Britain.

According to fome fhe was reduced to the laft

extremity, having no internal reſource, her com

merce annihilated, her public credit ruined.

Others maintained that the greateſt enemies this

poor country had was the king's minifters ; that

they only had caufed the American rebellion, and

drawn on the war with the French and Spaniards.

Some declared it to be their opinion, that theſe

minifters had a good underſtanding with the French

and Spaniards, and even with the Americans ; and

that the refult of their execrable politics was to be

tray both their country and their king to their fo

reign enemies ; almoft all concluded that thefe mi

nifters deſerved death, and that it was incumbent

upon the nation to do itſelfjustice.

Among theſe politicians there were fome daring

wretches who prefumed to hint, that they ought to

depofe a monarch who was weak enough to be

guided by minifters who were unworthy of any

confidence and incapable of acting right ; they

quoted for example the execution of the unfortu

nate Charles the firft. By whofe hands were thefe

feeds offedition fcattered through the land in order

to diſguſt the English with their fovereign and

the conftitution of their country? By men

who, as I have fince been informed, fought

only to expel the prefent minifters, that they might

ufurp their places : men who, notwithitanding

their profeffions, had no love for their country,

and
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and no other views but to enrich and aggrandize

themſelves : men who were willing to fee England

cruſhed by her enemies, to have the pleaſureof

faying, " This we predicted, but we were not

" believed ; our counfels were defpifed, fee now

" the confequences :" men who love to wade in

troubled water, hoping that in the general wreck of

the nation the reins of government would be con

fided to them. In a word, by men who had ſecret

connections with the enemies of the ſtate, and de

pended upon being raiſed to the highest employ

ments ofthe kingdom, when it was transferred to

other hands.

This houfe was the general manufactory of all

thefe abominations ; hither come the materials

from all parts ; fome were paid for their labour,

others were fatisfied with having the liberty ofpour

ing forth their gall ; but all kept themſelves con

cealed, and fpit their venom under borrowed

names.

While I continued in this fituation, I knew not

from what motives thefe wretches exclaimed thus

violently againſt the government ; I confidered them

as heroes, enflamed with patriotic love, who for

their country's fake ventured to ftand up in oppo

fition to powerful miniſters, fearleſs of the ven

geance their honeſt repreſentations might provoke.

The perfon who drew moft of my attention was

the compiler of this feditious paper, who fcorned to

wear any difguife, and feemed to fet every danger

at defiance. I ufed my greateſt efforts to gain a

Lettlement with him; I fixed upon one of his

fleeves,
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fleeves, and I had a fair profpect offucceeding in

my enterprize, when the wretch, who was going to

vilit a perfon of great confequence, took a fmall

brush out of his pocket, with which he bruſhed

his coat ; and, at the moment when I least expected

fuch a reverſe of fortune, fwept me from my poſt,

and I fell upon his handkerchief which lay on the

edge ofthe table I had juft quitted ; and this hand

kerchief he immediately afterwards put in his

pocket.

This was a horrid fituation, but happily I was

not long in it ; for my man making ufe of his

handkerchief immediately after he had paid his

compliments to the great man whom he went to

vifit, I made my efcape, and crawled, though

with fome difficulty, to the fhoulder of the latter,

from whence I afterwards mounted to his head.

N CHAP.
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CHA P. XIX.

Lord Sh becomes the Loufe's mafter.

1

He is appointed viceroy of Ireland for the

king of Spain. His correfpondence with

his catholic majefty's confeffor. Orders of

the king of Spain. New form of admini

ftration in Ireland. The inquifition efta

blifhed there. The city of D----b----n's

addrefs to the king of Spain.

IT is certain that I had great need of ſuch a reſto

rative, weakened as I was by the burning of

my thigh and my two feet, and by the rigorous

faft which had followed that misfortune. The

food my new inn afforded me was ftrong and nou

rifhing, the effence of the beſt roafted beef in Eng

land ; although my landlord himſelf was not very

plump, yet he fed well.

Having fixed my habitation upon his lordship's

head, it was no difficult matter to gain a perfect

knowledge of his views and defigns, and here is

what I diſcovered :

Lord Sh― is like my lord duke, a bitter

railer againſt the government, where he once held

a diftinguiſhed place ; and his refentment againſt

thoſe by whoſe means he was expelled, is one of

the powerful motives by which his preſent conduct

is influenced. He has ufed his utmoſt endeavours

募

to
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to be reinſtated in the favour of his prince, but not

fucceeding, he hath taken a path directly oppofite.

Although in appearance the friend ofmy lord duke,

whoſe fentiments he ſeems to adopt, yet he would

be extremely unwilling that his grace fhould fnap

up any thing whichhe thinks he deferves better than

him , like my lord duke, he exclaims againſt the

king and his minifters, and not being able to

obtain his ends, he erects his batteries againſt Eng

land, and hopes to riſe upon its ruins.

Having fome fufpicion that the king of France

is fecretly treating with my lord duke, he has

thrown himfelf into the party of the king of Spain ;

and he has not hitherto managed his bufinefs ill,

for if things fall out as he hopes and defires, he will

attain the fame point of elevation in Ireland that

my lord duke is promiſed in England.

The truth ofthefe facts cannot be doubted ; it is

eſtabliſhed by words of the moſt authentic kind,

which I heard my new mafter read ſeveral times ;

and fo fanguine were his expectations, that his ima

ginary grandeur filled all his thoughts when he was

alone.

But it will be aſked, what intereſt he had with

the king of Spain, upon which he might depend for

the completion of his high-raiſed hopes ? The beſt

in the world; his catholic majefty's confeffor :

the following letter, from the good father to his

lordſhip, will prove that his confidence was not ill

founded.

N 2 Letter
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Letterfromthe king ofSpain's confellor to lord

Sb------.

66

" I had fome difficulty, my lord, to perfuade

" his catholic majefty to nameyou for the eminent

poſt ofhis viceroy in Ireland, in preference to any

" of his faithful fubjects. After I had employed

" every political reafon I could think of to deter

" mine him to this choice, I was obliged to bring

"the torch of religion to your affiftance. I told

him, that by a particular revelation from the

holy immaculate virgin, I was fhewn the will of

" heaven ; and that in order to eſtabliſh for ever

" the true religion in the kingdom of Ireland, it

" was written in the book of fate, that you fhould

" repreſent the perſon of his catholic majeſty there.

" But, my lord, you muſt not expect to be raiſed

" to this high poft unleſs you bind yourſelf bythe

" moft folemn oaths to perform exactly all the ar

" ticles contained in the fecret treaty I now fend

66 you, and as foon as I am certain of your com

pliance with this commiffion, I will procure the

" order to be paffed for promoting you to this

" illuftrious viceroyalty," &c.

66

Thefecret treaty between the king ofSpain and

the earl of Sh-------

A regulation which it is my royal pleaſure

fhould be obferved throughout my kingdom of

Ireland.

" Art. ft. There ſhall be but one religion

" throughout the whole kingdom ; from the firft

" day
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1

" day ofmy reign the Huguenots fhall either em

" brace the true faith, or be banished from all my

" territories, and their eftates fhall be confifcated

" for the uſe of thofe pious perfons who are de

" firous of fecluding themſelves from the world

" to live in religious contemplation.

" 2d. In the whole kingdom of Ireland there

" ſhall be but ten bishops, who are to be named

" by our holy father the Pope, and one arch

bishopric, of which Dublin fhall be the fee.

66

" 3d. The holy inquifition fhall be eſtabliſhed

" in all the principal cities of Ireland, and the fu

" perior tribunal fhall be in the capital, for the

" better propagation of the true faith, and to

" preferve tranquillity in theſe my new dominions ;

" for it is to this holy eſtabliſhment that I owe the

peace and happineſs ofmy territories, which have

46 never been haraffed by civil wars, ſuch as have

" raged in France and England, and other places.

66

“ 4th. The Iriſh fhall enjoy the benefit ofcom

" merce in every part of Europe, in the fame

manner as the fubjects of my other kingdoms.

66

СС

5th. As England is to be the property of my

" dear brother the king of France, the Iriſh ſhall

" enjoy a free trade with that country ; and I re

" leaſe them at prefent from all the duties laid upon

66 any of their manufactories.

6th. There fhall be no more parliaments in

" Ireland ; and it is my pleaſure that the preſent

" parliament be diffolved : when my Iriſh ſubjects

" have
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" have any favour to folicit, or any reprefentations

" to make, they must addrefs themſelves directly

" to me, and my paternal goodneſs ſhall provide

" for all their neceffities.

7th. Immediately after my viceroy fhall be

" inftalled in his high office, he ſhall cauſe ſtrict

" fearch to bemade throughout the kingdom for all

" books written againſt the true religion, and fhall

" order them to be burnt in the most public part

" of that city wherein fuch books fhall be found.

" Thofe which are approved by the holy inquifi

" fition fhall be immediately tranſlated into the

language of the country."
((

<<

The earl of Sh having fubfcribed to all

thefe articles, and promiſed to have them rigorously

executed, abjured at the fame time the religion in

which he had been brought up, in order to em

brace that wherein alone he could be faved ; and a

fhort time afterwards he received the edict, with

the following letter :

His catholic majesty's edict, by which the earl

of Sh
is appointed viceroy of the

kingdom ofIreland.

" Don Carlos, by the grace of God king of

" Caftile, Leon, Arragon, the Two Sicilies, Jeru

" falem, Navarre, Granada, Toledo, Valentia,

" Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova,

" and Corfica, Murcia, Jaen, the Algarves, Gi

" braltar, the Canary Islands, the Eaft and Weft

Indies, the Ifles of the ocean, and of Ireland,

" arch

66
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" arch-duke of Auftria, duke of Burgundy, of

" Brabant and Milan, count of Hapfburgh, of

Flanders, of Ferol and Barcelona, lord of Biſcay,

" and of Malina, &c. To the members of my

" council, the prefident to the auditors of my

courts of audience, and chancellors to the al

" cades and alguafils of my houſe and court, to

" the corrigidores affiftants, governors and alcades

" of all ranks, pertaining either immediately to the

" crown or to peculiar territories or orders, and to

" all other perfons of whatever quality or condi

❝tion in the cities, towns , and in every part of my

" kingdoms and feignories. Be it known, that I

" have judged it fit and convenient to addrefs to

my council an edict, in thefe terms, figned by

myhand.

cc

66

#6

66

" Having by the mercy of God re-united under

my dominion the kingdom of Ireland, with all

" the cities, towns, forts, caftles, and ifles in its

dependence, it is my firft duty to begin my go

" vernment by putting them under the protection

" ofthe Holy Trinity, and my fecond to rule over

" them like an indulgent father, as I have hitherto

" been to all my other fubjects. I have therefore

" thought it incumbent upon me to eſtabliſh there

" the holy catholic, apoftolic, and Roman church,

" out of which there is no falvation ; confequently

" I command all infidels, heretics, and fchifmatics,

" refiding at prefent in Ireland, who will not be

" converted to the true faith, to quit the kingdom

" within eight days after the notification of my

" will in this edict.

"

" The
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66

"The eftates and goods ofall fuch perſons ſhall

" be confifcated to my ufe ; and it is my pleaſure

" that thoſe eftates fhall be fold, and the money

arifing therefrom fhall be applied to the erect

ing and endowing monafteries for fuch women, as

" well as men, who are willing and defirous, for

" the greater glory of God, to live in a religious

" retirement, and dedicate their labours to the

" edification of their brethren.

" I likewiſe eſtabliſh throughout every part of

"the kingdom the holy inquifition in the form it

" fubfifts at preſent in my other territories, to the

general fatisfaction of my fubjects.

"

66

" The adminiſtration of Ireland, both civil and

" military, fhall be carried on in the fame manner

" as in my other kingdoms ; the parliament fhall

" be abolished, as being contrary to the ſpiritof a

" monarchical government, and calculated to raiſe

" troubles and foment divifions.

" The viceroy of Ireland fhall be obliged to a

" conftant refidence at Dublin, and fhall govern

" the kingdom with full authority in my name,

" taking care to preferve order and tranquillity in

" every part of it.

" To this high office I appoint Don Sh

" hitherto known by the title of earl of Sh

" I create him a grandee of Spain of the firſt rank,

" having the moſt entire confidence in his affec

" tion to my facred perfon, and the zeal he has

s fhewn for the propagation of the true faith.

I

" I com
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" I command all my fubjects in Ireland to ac

" knowledge his authority as viceroy over them ;

" and it is my pleaſure, that they obey his edicts

as if iffued by myſelf.

66

" I grant my Iriſh fubjects the fame privileges

" enjoyed by all my other ftates ; and it is my

" will that from this moment every kind of duty

66 upon their manufactures fhall be abolished .

" The council fhall take care to diſpatch

"the neceffary orders and information, that all my

fubjects may know my prefent royal determina

" tion.

"

" Given at Aranjuez, the firft day ofmy reign

" in Ireland.

(Signed)

66

" I THE KING."

Letter from the catholic king to the earl of

-, grandee of Spain.
Sh

66
Viceroy of Ireland,

"c

My royal edict, as above, having been pub

" lifhed in my council, the execution of it is forth

" with ordered ; and for that purpoſe theſe preſents

" are publiſhed. It is my command, therefore,

" that immediately upon your receiving my faid

“ edict, and known my refolution there expreſſed,

" that you, in quality of my viceroy in Ireland,

" do obferve, 'accompliſh, and execute, and caufe

to be obſerved, accompliſhed, and executed in

66 every part of my faid kingdom ; giving proper

66

O " orders
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66

" orders and making fit difpofitions, to the end

" that all my Iriſh fubjects may be certified of my

royal determination, for fuch is my pleaſure ; and

" the printed copy of the prefent paper, certified

" byDon Antonio Martinet Saloras, fecretary of

" refolutions, and fenior fcribe of the chamber and

" government to my council, fhall be of equal

" force with the original.

" Given at Aranjuez, the firſt day of our reign

" in Ireland.

(Signed)

66

" I THE KING."

And below was wrote, " Don Juan Franciſco

" de Laftric, fecretary to the king our lord, wrote

" this by his order." Signed below, " Don Ma

" nuel Ventures Fignerva, Don Manuel de Villa

Fane, Don Manual, Don Verdugo, Don Kry

" mond de Nubien Rigiſte, Don Nicholas."

66

It must be confeffed, faid I to myſelf, that my

lord duke and my patron knew how to play their

cards : but, added I, they fell the bear'sfkin before

they have killed the bear. If the kings of France

and Spain ſhould have reckoned without their hoft,

the viceroys will have no kingdoms to govern.

Thefe obfervations perplexed me, not knowing

what foundation they had for theſe fanguine expec

tations, when the following addreſs, from all the

good catholics of Ireland, was tranfmitted to my

viceroy, to be by him prefented to the king of

Spain.

The
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1
1

*
#
1
0

.

The city of D---b---n's addrefs to his catholie

majesty.

" Moft gracious fovereign,

"We the catholic commons and citizens of the

" ancient and loyal city of D- n entreat

permiffion to approach the foot of your royal

" throne, to offer you our hearts, our perfons, and

" goods, as to our only lawful fovereign, whom

" God in his grace and mercy has been pleaſed to

" give us.

66

"Wehave been oppreft by a people who ought

" to have confidered us as brethren ; and we have

long patiently borne the yoke of flavery : our

" remonftrances and fupplications for relief have

had no other effect but to increaſe the weight of

" fetters forged for us by cruel and unrelenting

" minifters : our petitions have been rejected with

" contempt ; we are entitled to be governed as

" freemen, and we are treated as flaves. When

" our rulers in any inſtance appear to do us juf

" tice, they affect to confider it as a favour, and

" accompany it with fuch odious and impolitic

" reſtrictions, as wholly deftroy its efficacy.

"With what joy then do we not now acknow

ledge the hand of Heaven in thus undertaking

" our defence, and delivering us from a barbarous

" flavery, to confide us to the care of a monarch,

good, pious, juft, and who loves his fubjects

" with a parental affection ; a monarch who will

" eftabliſh fecurely our holy religion, bring abun

O 3 " dance

<6

66
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" dance into our country, and caufe our com

" merce and our manufactures to flouriſh : a

" monarch who has already given us one of our

" countrymen for his reprefentative ; a nobleman,

" wife, virtuous, difintereſted, one whom we have

" always loved ?

" With hearts filled with the fincereft gratitude

" for your majeſty's goodneſs to us, and the moſt

" ardent zeal for your facred perfon, we will never

" ceaſe to thank Heaven for having placed us

" under your protection, and to offer up our

prayers for your majefty and your auguſt fa

" mily
.

(c

" Such, Sire, are the fincere and affectionate

" fentiments of your majeſty's loyal and ever faith

" ful fubjects..

r

Signed by 380."

CHAP,
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FA

CHAP. XX.

He is

An affembly held at the marquis of R--------

upon affairs of high importance.

named bythe American Congress, Protector

ofthe Liberties of Scotland. Refolutions of

inthe Congress. Newform ofadminiftration

Scotland. The protector to have a court, and

receive ambafadors from all the fovereigns

in Europe.

Inhabited the head of my lord the viceroy

more than fifteen days ; and although I lived

there in perfect folitude, yet I was happy enough ;

the great affairs which I was acquainted with em

ployed my thoughts very agi bly. My patron

received a great number of viſits, fometimes from

perfons whom he employed to decry the govern

ment, fometimes from emiffaries whoſe buſineſs it

was to foment the divifions and troubles in Ireland

in favour of his catholic majefty. One day we

would hold conferences with the viceroy of Eng

land, to concert and prepare the patriotic fpeeches

they wereto deliver in parliament, and to ftrengthen

by prefents and promifes the oppofition in a new

one which was approaching. Another day we

would give a grand dinner to a great number of

the members of the majority, and then we feldo

failed to draw over fome to our party. Thus we

went on, when my mafter was invited to dine with

the
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9the marquis of R▬▬▬▬ at whofe houſe an

affembly was to be held the fame evening upon

ftate affairs of great importance.

I accompanied my patron to the marquis's

houſe, and when the company were met, exa

mined the perfonages with great attention, that I

might be able afterwards to fet a true value on

their merit, and gain fome knowledge of their real

defigns.

I obferved them heedfully during the repaft,

where, although the converfation was upon indiffe

rent fubjects, it was eaſy to perceive the party

fpirit which animated them all. I will now juft

ſketch out the pictures of fome of theſe grave fena

tors, before I give an account of the deſigns which

were difcuffed in this auguft company.

And firft. The maſter of the houſe, who had

formerly been firft miniſter of the finances ; he was

a little ugly black man, very lean, his eyes funk

in his head, which was covered with a peruke ;

he feemed to be about fifty years of age, and en

joyed an eftate offorty thouſand pounds ſterling a

year ; he hated his fovereign, becauſe, having once

enjoyed his favour, he had not been able to preſerve

it ; and ever fince his difgrace, he had employed

his utmoſt endeavours to ruin his fucceffor, and the

other fecretaries ofſtate.

Second. Ch F- x, his perſon thick and

fhort, a man of wit, artful, and intriguing, who

fought to retrieve his affairs by any means, and to

makeI
薯
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make a fortune in the minority, fince he could not

do it in the oppofite party.

Third. General B—— , a zealous partizan

ofthe oppofition. The minifters hoped, that by

giving him the command of an army, he would

abandon his former connections, and ferve his

country and his prince with fidelity. This brave

man, firm to his old attachments, accepted the com

mand of the troops, andgave them up to the Ameri

cans, becoming himself a prisoner of war with them.

Fourth. The Admiral, fo ftiled by way of emi

nence by the rest of the gueſts. This man of

confummate experience, although one ofthe party

who oppoſed the king and his minifters, and a

kinfman ofmy lord duke, was nevertheleſs chofen

by his majefty to command a confiderable fleet

fitted out to attack an inferior one of France.

Swayed by the advice of his coufin, and influenced

by the interefts of his party, he acted in fuch a

manner as to gain no advantage over the enemy,

although fuperior to them in number; but on the

contrary, gave them an opportunity to boast, and with

reafon, that they had been conquerors.

Fifth. My lord duke, he who cauſed me fo

much torture by burning my two feet and one of

mythighs.

Sixth. The bishop of P

not expect to find a prelate in this affembly.

I did

Seventh, and laſt. My mafter, the viceroy of

Ireland.

When
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When all were met, the marquis, as prefident,

up, and delivered himſelf as follows :rofe

Speech of the marquis of R

" My Lords and Gentlemen,

" The caufes for which I have defired your

" prefence here, and the affairs which we are to

" difcufs and determine upon, are of the greateſt

importance ; I hope, therefore, for your moſt

" ferious attention to what I am now to fay.

66

" Hitherto we have all united to carry one fingle

point only, namely, the expulſion of the preſent

" minifters, whom we all equally hate. Our en

" deavours for this purpoſe have been ſteady and

" uniform , but thofe endeavours have not fuc

" ceeded ; and all we have been able to do was to

" prejudice the minds of men againſt them, and

prepare the nation for a rebellion, when we

judged matters were ripe for it. As for the

king, being fully convinced of the great merit

" of his favourites, he is more firmly attached to

" them than ever.

cc

<<

66

" Our ſchemes to raiſe enemies to our country

" have proved effectual, and theſe very enemies

" are actually preparing to invade it ; the govern

" ment know this and tremble ; but as they have

" not taken proper meaſures to prevent this threat

" ened invafion, we may be abfolutely certain of

" its fuccefs.

" Another matter of no lefs importance is, the

" divifion of Great-Britain among the three belli

66 gerent
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gerent powers, namely, France, Spain, and

" America : each of us has been fecretly informed

" of this intended divifion, which we have not

" communicated to one another : each of us has

" offered his ſervice to thefe powers, and folicited

employments under them, and aloft all have

" fucceeded. But, gentlemen, this is not ſuf

" ficient, we muſt continue faſt friends, unite our

" interefts, and concert our future operations to

" gether
.

"C

66

" Let us now confider how our affairs ftand

at preſent :

66

My lord duke is appointed by the king of

" France viceroy of England.

" His catholic majefty has named my lord

" Sh for his viceroy in Ireland.'

Theſe two noblemen feeming greatly furprized

to find the marquis fo well informed, he fmiled,

and addreffed them thus :

" My lords, I knew all the fteps you have

" taken ovo ad mala, and you fee I have never

" obſtructed them : there is ftill a door open for

" me which will conduct me to glory and fortune,

" and this is America; I have concluded a treaty

" with the Congrefs relating to Scotland, which in

" the divifion of the territories of the king of

" Great-Britain belongs to them. If you are de

" firous to know the particulars of it, I will ac

quaint you with them immediately; but," added

P he,

(6
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he, " we muſt be inviolably faithful to each other,

and be equally communicative.”

This all in an inftant promiſed, and the vice

roys of England and Ireland read their feveral

patents, after which the marquis of R——

read a paper containing the refolutions of the Con

grefs with refpect to Scotland ; it was as follows :

Refolutions ofthe American Congress.

" Supported by the juftice of our caufe, we

have at length been able to ſhake off the yoke

which the Engliſh had laid upon us ; Heaven

has fent bleffings upon our arms ; the roaring

lion, who fought to devour us, is overthrown ;

" the fea is open to us, our trade is free from one

" end of the world to the other ; we have no lon

cr
ger any corfairs to contend with, no fuperiority

" to fear ; the fubjects of Great Britain, weary of

the defpotic government under which they have

" groaned, have fhaken it off: divided into three

different countries, each too weak to ſupport

itfelf.feparately, one-third has put itſelf under

"the protection of our glorious ally the king of

" France ; another has transferred its allegiance to

his catholic majefty ; and the laft has requeſted

" to be united with us, to partake our rights , the

rights of men, our prerogatives, our privileges,

and our liberty. We the more willingly grant

our brethren the Scotch the affiftance they im,

" plore of us, as we thereby procure to ourſelves.

" friends who, in cafe of neceffity, are able to help

and defend us. Therefore, having first carefully

confidered2

દ
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4

2
4

14

" confidered an affair of ſuch vaft importance, and

" taken the fenfe of our countrymen upon it ; it

" has been

Refolved, That we will give every kind of

"protection to the inhabitants of Scotland, whom

"from this moment we will look upon as our bre

"thren and as making part of our republic.

" It beingfuppofed, That the Scotch fhall enjoy

"the fame privileges that we do.

CC

" Refolved, That they fhall have the fame

" number of deputies in our prefent Congreſs as

"the province of Pennfylvania ; and thefe depu

" ties fhall be confulted in affairs of ftate, in the

" fame manner as if Scotland made part of the

Continent.

tr

Suppofed, That being incorporated with our

government, they are not to be ſeparated in any

" circumftance whatever, efpecially on occafions

" of public joy and feſtivity.

66

" Refolved firſt, That in all public feafts a

" health more ſhall be drank in honour of our new

" brethren.

cc
Secondly, That the anniverſary of this glo

" rious alliance fhall be conftantly celebrated by

"the Congrefs in full affembly.

t
Suppofed, That the Scotch have not borne any

" ſhare in the enormous expences of the war which

" we have been obliged to maintain, in order to

P 2 « erect
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erect our republican government, the advantages

" of which they are defirous of partaking with us.

" Refolved, That they fhall be obliged to pay

" within three years, in three equal payments, by

66 way of formal union and recompence, the fum

" of four millions fterling in fpecie, and not in

paper.

66

،،

Suppofed, That the Scotch have no regular

" troops among them, nor ammunition of any

" kind to defend themfelves in cafe of hoftilities .

" Refolved, That the Congrefs fhall have a

ſtanding army in Scotland of twenty thousand

" men, fifteen thousand of theſe troops to be in

fantry, and five thoufand horfe. That this army

" fhall be maintained at the expence of the Scotch,

" the Congreſs referving to themſelves the appoint

ing of the general and the other officers ; the

" faid general is to give an account of his conduct

"to the Congreſs through the protector hereafter

" named, whofe orders he is punctually to obey.

66

<c

66

<c

Suppofed, That among prudent men there

" ought to be no difputes about religion, and that

" liberty of confcience is one of the moſt glorious

privileges of mankind.
66

" Refolved, That there fhall be no eſtabliſhed

" religion in Scotland, but all perfons fhall be at

" liberty to exerciſe whatever religion they like

" beft ; and that the Scotch in general, and the

prefbyterians in particular, fhall enter into no

" quarrels

66
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quarrels concerning religion, upon pain of

" death.

<<

cc
Suppoſed, That the Congreſs being ſo diſtant

"from Scotland, they cannot in urgent cafes give

" the neceffary orders with fuch expedition as if

they were upon the ſpot.

66

" Refolved, That the Congrefs fhall appoint a

" citizen to refide at Edinburgh, furniſhed with

powers fufficient to maintain order and tranquil

" lity in the kingdom . That this perſon ſhall have

" the title of Protector of the Liberties of Scotland,

" and be ſtiled His Protectoral Highness. That in

" cafes of urgent neceffity, when there is not fuf

" ficient time to receive directions from the Con

grefs, he fhall have the power to march the

troops wherever he fhall judge neceffary, and

"give them proper orders.

"

86

""

" Suppoſed, That the protector of the liberty

" of the Scotch ſhould be particularly acquainted

" with all the different defigns and movements of

"the European courts, being nearer them than we

are, and being able to ward off any danger

" that may threaten this country.

"<

" Refolved, That his highnefs fhall fend en

voys to all the courts of Europe, as he fhall

judge neceffary ; and likewife receive them from

" the faid courts, as is done by prince Charles,

governor ofthe Auftrian Netherlands.
66

"

66

'
Suppofed, That for the honour of Scotland

" the protector ought to have a court fuitable to

his dignity and the glory of that nation.

" Refolved,
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66

" Refolved, That out ofthe first money arifing

"from public employments, and from fuch taxes

as fhall be laid by the firft affembly in which

" the Scotch deputies fhall take their feats, the

" protector fhall be allowed for his perſonal ex

pences, and thofe of his houfhold and officers,

an annual fum of five hundred thouſand pounds

fterling.

66

66

66

-

" And atthis time we appoint the moſt honour

" able the marquis of R protector

" of the liberties of Scotland, and confide to him

" all the powers above-mentioned.

•

"We give the command of the Scotch army

" to the brave general Bu---
who was

" of fuch effential fervice to us in the laſt war, by

furrendering himſelf and the whole Engliſh army

" under his command our priſoners of war.

The reft of the officers in the Scotch army

" we will appoint in our next affembly, after re

" ceiving advices from the faid marquis of

and the faid general B-
R

" Given in Congreſs the first day of our alliance

" with the Scotch. By order of the Congreſs.

(Signed)

cc

" CHARLES THOMPSON,

" Secretary."

CHA P.
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Refult ofthe affembly. The bishopofP

to be archbishop of Canterbury ; demands a

cardinal's hat. Admiral K------- appointed

minifter by the king of France for naval

affairs in England. The honourable Charles

firft minifter offate in Scotland. The

Loufe's work concluded. He gives it to the

Editor.

F
―

CHA P. XXI.

3

AFTER the refolutions of the Congrefs had been

read, the French viceroy rofe up, and thus

addreffed the marquis of R .:

Your protectoral highneſs has no bad ſhare of

"the ſpoils of our country, although you have

" been rather later than us in providing for your

own interefts, and we cannot but congratulate

$6 you on your fuccefs : the wife difpofition of the

Congrefs, by whom you are authorized to have

" ambaffadors in the feveral courts of Europe,

" have furniſhed me with the hint of foliciting the

"fame honour from my fovereign ; and I fuppofe

the viceroy of Ireland entertains the fame hope."

86

" You judge rightly, my lord," replied the Iriſh

viceroy; " I did not attend to this circumftance at

" firft, but it is of great importance. And now,

#gentlemen," purſued he, " it is neceffary that

66 we
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66

" we fhould take care of our friends, and procure

" forthem good employments, fuch as they merit;

" and to begin with my lord biſhop of P——

" here prefent : I am very certain that he, as well

" as ourſelves, is not fwayed by any childish pre

judices with regard to religion ; and I know

" that, attentive only to his own intereſt, he is will

ing to enter into the Roman church ; I was

" therefore defirous of propofing him to his catho

" lic majefty for the archbishopric of Dublin ; but

" that fee is promifed to his majefty's confeffor,

" and a bishopric in my viceroyalty would not be

" worth his acceptance ; I therefore intreat you,

my lord duke, to confider what will be fit

" for him in yours.'

66

66

66

<c

" I have already confidered this matter atten

" tively," replied the duke, being very defirous

of ferving his lordship ; " there are two fees in my

viceroyalty which he may' have the choice of: the

bishop of London and the archbiſhop of Can

" terbury are too confcientiously attached to the

proteftant religion to be prevailed on to quit it,

" confequently they muft refign their fees, and his

lordſhip fhall have either of thefe which he

" chufes."

66

ود

cc

" I am tranſported with your generoſity, my

" lord duke," faid the bifhop of P——

(6

(6

you may depend upon my gratitude ; and I ac

cept with all humility the fee of Canterbury :

" but I have another favour to afk of you ; it is

" not to be doubted but the holy father, when he

" fees England under the denomination of France,

and the catholic religion eſtabliſhed here, will

" have
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"have fome cardinals hats to beftow upon the

English ; and who can have better pretenfions to

" one than myſelf, as being the firft catholic

biſhop, and primate of England as being arch

biſhop of Canterbury ?"

<<

66

66

" You are not eafily fatisfied," faid my lord

duke fmiling, " but I cannot deny you any thing ;

" I fhall with pleaſure recommend your affairs to

" the king; you deferve all that can be done for

16 you.

<c

" As to the admiral," purſued the duke, " be

ing my kinfman and moft intimate friend, and

being well convinced that he has done France.

" the moſt effential ſervice, to reward him fhall be

66

my care ; I will make him firft minifter for

" naval affairs in England, in the name ofhis moſt

" chriſtian majeſty.”

" But, gentlemen," faid his protectoral highness,

you have not provided yet for the honourable

“ С—— F—————— , and it is with great pleaſure

" that I take that taſk upon myſelf, I am too well

" acquainted with his great talents, not to be de

" firous of profiting by them ; I therefore entreat

" him to accept the poſt of my firſt minifter : the

great attachment he has always fhewn for Ame

rica, leaves me no room to doubt that this

" choice will be very acceptable to the Congrefs.

c6

66

" And now, gentlemen," continued he, “ our

" firft arrangements are made, it only remains

" that we fwear to each other an inviolable friend

ſhip and moſt impenetrable fecrecy ; for if our

Q " opera

66
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•

operations fhould be diſcovered, we are ruined ;

" let us refolve to continue firmly attached to our

" new fovereigns, to act always in concert, and

" fuccefs is certain."

Such was the refult of this auguſt affembly :

they feparated foon afterwards, without the leaft

fufpicion that I had been prefent at their conful

tations, and had played the part of a ſpy ; this

part, fhameful as it generally is, was honourable

for me, as I had not engaged in it from any in

tereſted views, nor was actuated by thoſe baſe and

difgraceful motives, which govern the greater part

of mankind ; I did it merely for my own amuſe

ment, and fhould have been glad to have been

witness to the great events here treated of, but I

could not hope to live long enough for that, hav

ing ſcarce more than a month remaining to com

plete the uſual term of a Louſe's exiſtence.

I left my patron two days afterwards, and fell

upon a poor devil of an author who was in his pay,

and inferted his fine productions in The General

Advertifer. With him I now live a practical phi

lofopher, expecting my diffolution, without either

defiring or fearing it.

It is in this retreat that I have collected all the

foregoing incidents, and put them in this form,

being very anxious to fend them into the world, in

order to gain a reputation.reputation. I propoſe the next

time I am in the coffee-houſe to put theſe papers

into the hands of a neighbour ofmy landlord whom

I have often feen, and who I know to be a good

patriot,
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patriot, who will doubtless publifh them : this

done, I bid farewel to human kind, to the creep

ing race, and to all the beings I have ever

known.

POSTSCRIPT by the EDITOR.

The Loufe, author of this very intereſting ma

nufcript, put it into my hands about the be

ginning of September 1779.
It was wrote

in the French language, and I have given it

to the public exactly as I received it, with

out making the leaft alteration. It was not

without great difficulty that I was able to read

it ; for the author having never been taught

to write by a maſter, his manuſcript was

fcarcely intelligible ; and the writing was like

wife fo fmall, that I was obliged to make

continual ufe of my microſcope.

FINIS.
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>mnium his moribus, quin divitiis et fumptibus, non probitate neque

ia, cum majoribus fuis contendat ? Etiam homines novi, qui antea
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quam bonis artibus, ad imperia et honores nituntur. Proinde
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irtus eft. Virum ego liberius altiufque proceffi, dum me civitatis

piget tædetque.
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