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A

SIR,

ΤΟ

CAPTAIN BARCLAY.

WITH the freedom of an English

man, and consistent with those genuine prin

ciples of liberty for which you are distin

guished, I conceive that no apology is requisite

in addressing you on a subject, in which a

peculiar FEATURE OF THE TIMES we live in

may be developed, if not handed down to

posterity.

In viewing you, Sir, as a LOVER AND PA

TRON OF THOSE SPORTS that tend to invigo
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rate the human frame, and inculcate those

principles of generosity and heroism, by which

the inhabitants of the English Nation are

so eminently distinguished above every other

country, is the sole reason of dedicating to

the attention of Captain BARCLAY, the work

entitled BOXIANA; or, SKETCHES OF

ANCIENT AND MODERN PUGILISM .

9

BATI

To those, Sir, who prefer effeminacy to

hardihood—assumed refinement to rough Na

ture-and to whom a shower of rain can ter

rify their polite frames suffering from the

unruly elements or who would not mind

Pugilism, if BoXING was not so shockingly

vulgar the following work can have eno

interest whatever. But to persons, Sir, who,

like yourself, feel that Englishmen are not

automata, and however the advantages of

discipline may serve for the precision and

movement of great bodies , that it would

ultimately lose its effects, were it not animated

by that native spirit, which has been found

V
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to originate, in a great measure, from what

the fastidious term- vulgar Sports, Box

IANA will convey amusement, if not infor

mation. ""} 1 mų atgad * 12098

I'm 97-10 Div

1
More in C H e'a . zaDOB Jord

The cause, Sir, ought not to be lost sight of

in the effect-and the alacrity of the TAR in

serving his gun, the daring intrepidity of the

871

BRITISH SOLDIER in mounting the Breach ,

producing those brilliant victories which

have reflected so much honour on the English

Nation-may be traced to something like

Stoner dead m

these sources ; sources which impart generosity

to the min

1

to the mind, and humanity to the heart, by

instilling those unalterable principles ansthe.

breast of every Briton, not to take an unfair

advantage of his antagonist. This trait can

not be more nationally illustrated than in the

instance of a British Sailor, at the taking

of Fort Omoa, who, being in possession of

two swords, and suddenly meeting an enemy

destitute of any weapon of defence, with un

paralleled manliness and generosity, divided

•
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the instruments of death with him, that he

might have a fair chance for his life !

-ICH OR
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SPORTS, Sir, which can produce thorough

bred actions like the above, will outlive all

the sneers of the fastidious, and cant of the

hyper-critics .
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BOXIANA.

An Englishman will take his part,

With courage prime, and noole heart ;

Either forgive, or resent offence

And bang-up in his own defence.

No sword or dagger- nor deadly list→→

And rise or fall but by hisfist !

The battle's o'er-all made amends,

By shaking hands, becoming friends.

JOHN BULE.

CURSORY REMARKS ON THE ORIGIN , RISE, AND

PROGRESS OF PUGILISM IN ENGLAND.

To whomwe are indebted for the first principles of

BOXINGis completely uncertain, it appearing that few,

ifany, ofour learned Antiquarians, by not possessing a

taste fortheFancy, * have felt themselvesmoreinterest

ed in endeavouring to ascertain the authenticity ofan

old monument or ancient coin, than that ofinvestiga

ting into the animated traits of Pugilism ; darkness, of

course, clouds it origin ; and whether our first parent,

ADAM, had any pretensions to this art, is also involved

in too great obscurity, at this remote period, for us to

* As many of our readers may not be flash to the above term , it per

haps becomes necessary to state, that it simply means, any person who

is fond of a particular amusement, or closely attached to some subject :

a lively instancefortunately presents itselfinillustrating the phrase beyond

all doubt as the old woman observed, when she kissed her cat, that it

washerfancy !"

VOL. I. B
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penetrate into with any possibility ofsuccess. It there

fore must remain enveloped-for it would be sheer

gammonindeed, were we to get our readers into a string,

by swelling out the half of BoXIANA in striving to

prove, from musty records and mouldy papers, to whom

were entitled the honours of being denominated-ITS

FIRST PROFESSORS. We disdain such subterfuge,

firmnessis our motto-and upon a striking subject, like

the present, we shall decide for ourselves ; perfectly

coinciding in the deliberate opinion lately delivered by

a distinguished law chief, in the most grave and solemn

assemblyin the kingdom, that precedents often betray*

ignorance, however great the celebrity their authors

might have acquired.

"

That precedent, so superior to all others upon every

occasion, weshall refer to in this instance-NATURE !

and to whom a more interesting foundation cannot be

traced, that weowe the trait ofBoXING- woundedfeel

ings brought manly resentment to its aid-and coolness,

checking fiery passion and rage, reduced it to a perfect

science. Let hypercritics " grin a horrid, ghastly,

smile !"-let the fastidious sneer and shrug up their

shoulders with contempt- but never let Britons be

ashamed of science ;-yes, A SCIENCE that not only

adds generosity to their disposition-humanity to their

conduct- but courage to their national character. A

Friday, July 17 , 1812.-When BLACKSTONE, the author of those

celebrated " Commentaries," which have stood the test for so many

years, and decided so many knotty points, has been deemed ignorant,

our researches to boast an authority after this assertion would be merc

skim.
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country where the stilettois not known- where trifling

quarrels do not produce assassination, and where re

venge is not finished by murder. Boxing removes these

dreadful calamities ; a contest is soon decided, and

scarcely ever the frame sustains any material injury.

It is far from our intention, by way of apology, to

prove that Pugilism is of an ancient date, in reference

to the Greeks and Romans, and that it was sanctioned

by those distinguished nations, in their public sports,

and in the education of youth, to manifest its utility in

strengthening the body, dissipating all fear, and in

fusing a manly courage into the system. The gladia

torial display of the Romans we admire not- nor any

public exhibitions tending to degrade mankind ; but the

manly art of Boxing has infused that true heroic

courage, blended with humanity, into the hearts of

Britons, which have made them so renowned, terrific,

and triumphant, in all parts of the world.

Weshall, therefore, view it as a national propensity,

independent of every other consideration ; and thatPu

gilism is in perfect unison with the feelings ofEnglish

men, references to dates, ifnecessary, will bear us out.

Distinction of rank is oflittle importance when an of

fencehas been given, and in the impulse ofthe moment,

aPRINCE has forgot his royalty, by turning out to box,

to prevent the imputation ofa coward- a DUKE, his

consequence in life-and a BISHOP, the sanctity ofhis

cloth, displaying those strong and national traits so

congenial to the soil of liberty.

Refinement of character has been the object ofmany

eminent writers--and public stage-fighting has, perhaps

in many instances, received just and merited censure,
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underanalarm that our feelings might become callous,

and acts of brutality be viewed with indifference from

the witnessing of those prize combats. We do not

war with these writers for their opinions, trusting they

have been promulgated for the general good but we

are equally afraid, in turn, that the English character

may get too refined, and the thorough-bred bull-dog

degenerate into the whining puppy. Lord CHESTER

FIELD, with his superior refinement, graces, and polite.

ness, did more real injury to the cause ofmorality than

all the public exhibitions of boxing have done, from

the renowned days of Broughton, down to the milling

era of Cribb !

The punishing Covesmay, from their want of educa

tion, in some instances, disgust, by bad language and

inebriety ofconduct-but this is not generally the case;

for, though they are not down to the " Sublime and

Beautiful," or up to the " Diversions ofPurley," yet

theyarenot so completelyobscured asto be destitute of

the common courtesy due to society ; and by their in

tercourse with several of the Upper- Customers of the

community, the manners ofmany of them, from their

experience and observation, have become softened into

the mild and agreeable companion, and only appear

terrible in battle.

The fastidious writer, whotoo often from superficial

observation and a pretended delicacy of feeling, in not

visiting the milling pannies, where characters are to be

drawn from real life, and human nature is developed in

a variety ofshapes, exhibits deformed pictures instead

offaithful likenesses ; and, inflated with his vanity, fine

sentiments, and crude opinions, endeavours to impose
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upontheworldbyan assumed knowledge, as a criterion

for mankind to act upon , respecting this manly science ;

condemns unseen, traduces unknown, and holds up to

satire, unauthenticated portraits, which, uponexamina

tion, betrays the most gross ignorance, and turns into

ridicule, against himself, those satiric efforts, which

otherwise might prove of advantage to the world at

large, in being founded on truth . FIELDING's Tom

Jones and SMOLLETT's Lieutenant Bowling will never

die, but gain length ofyears by every fresh perusal;

the fine traits of GEORGE MORLAND on the canvass

can never be effaced but by the hand of unrelentless

Time ; northe exquisite touches ofaWILKIE be for

gotten, while taste and sound judgment hold their

empire.

Nomen are subject moreto the caprice or changes of

fortune than the pugilists ; victory brings them fame,

riches, and patrons ; their bruises are not heeded in the

smiles of success ; and, basking in the sunshine ofpros

perity, their lives pass on pleasantly, till defeat comes

and reverses the scene : covered with aches and pains,

distressed in mind and body, assailed by poverty,

wretchedness,andmisery,-friends forsakethem- their

towering fame expired-their characters suspected by

losing--and no longer the " plaything offashion !" *

* The swell tiuman, HOOPER, was one of those " playthings" ofthe

great; and, sheltered under the wings of nobility, he became pampered ,

insolent, and mischievous. His courage was undoubted , and though his

frame was but small, it contained the heart of a lion ; big men struck no

terror to his feelings, and he opposed them with all the hardihood of

an equal competitor, determined to conquer, without reflecting on the

inequality ofhis own make ; and, at one time, was considered, as to size,
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they fly to inebriation for relief, and a premature end

puts a period to their misfortunes.

It is one ofthe greatest failings ofhuman nature, in

cidentto mostmen in everystation ofsociety, that, while

in prosperity, and a long run ofgood luck, few arepro

vident enough to provide against a rainy day ; much

morefrom those who are in a line of life where a great

deal depends upon chance, and an unlucky throw may

reduce them considerably worse than their first outset

in life ; a memorable instance is to be remarked toward

strengthening this argument, respecting the late Tom

Johnson, of pugilistic celebrity, who, by his extraor

dinary success in fighting, it is said, had realised the

astonishing sum of nearly £5,000 ; and might, after

contending for the championship of England, in about

one of the best " bits ofstuff" in the kingdom. The late Lord BARRY

MORE, whose eccentricities would fill a volume, was his patrou ; and

at whose country seat he principally dwelt.―Here poor HOOPER lost

himself; the station was too high for his mind, and he fancied himself a

great man. His lordship was fond of larking, and whenever he could

not come through the piece in style, HoorER appeared as his bully

whose name overawed, and, many a time, he has saved his patron a

good milling. HOOPER's insolence at length became intolerable ; and

unfortunately, for a prime squad of spunging coves, that stuck to his

1 Lordship like so many leeches, he began to reform, or more properly

speaking, he was bowled out, and these enviable characters were turned

up!" HOOPER Soon afterwards became wretched- disease overtook him ,

and repeated intoxication brought him to the brink of the grave ; and

one evening, a few years since, he was found insensible on the step of

adoor in St. Giles's, and conveyed to the watch-house ; and, on inquiring

who he was, he could very faintly articulate, " Hoop-Hoop ;" but, being

recognised as the miserable remnant of that once powerful pugilistic

hero, he was humanely taken to the workhouse, where he immediately

expired !

P

t

t
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sixteen fights, have retired from the scene of" battles

bravelyfoughtand hardly won," intothe vale ofease, be

come respectable, and have ended his days in peace and

happiness. But by want ofconduct he lost his property

and his home ; necessity compelled him to fight another

battle ; and, flattered that the chance was still in his fa

vour, whereby he might recruit his exhausted finances,

he enteredthe field with allthe gaiety ofanadventurer ;

but, alas ! capricious Fortune turned herback upon him,

andhe, (Tom Johnson, ) the hero ofthe tale, who hadal

ways been borne off upon the shoulders of his friends,

amid theshouts ofvictory, was now doomed, O dire re

verse ! bythedesperate conflict he sustained, to GIVE IN

-beat almost lifeless ; the laurel torn from his veteran

brow, and death the ultimate consequence, from the

severe blows he had received. Tom's reputation being

gone as a pugilist in London, he strolled from race

grounds to fairs, endeavouring to pick up a crust as a

gambler, but that proving a queer lay, he resorted to

teaching the art of defence in Ireland, where he made

his grand exit ; proving the absolute necessity to men

in such an uncertain way of life, before they are com

pletely done up, of " making hay while the sun shines."

BOXING, at any rate, has been patronised for upwards

of seventy years in England ; and among its numerous

leadersseveral ofthe Blood Royal have stood conspicu

ous towards its support, independent of Dukes, Lords,

Honourables, &c . &c. Besides, at one period, having an

amphitheatre established, the amusements ofwhich were

publicly advertised whenever they took place, and mo

neypaid for admission ; under the direction ofa regular

manager, a variety of scenes ofcourse were produced,
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both of the serious and comic cast, and a number of

striking situations witnessed, from the celebrity ofthe

actors in the drama ; and, ifthe language did not rise to

the sublimity of Shakspeare, or the bards of old, in

making an impression upon the finer sympathies of the

mind,the auditors, doubtless,were frequently awakened

bythe ballet ofaction, to touches ofthe mostfeeling sort.

And from the best authorities that can be obtained, it

appears that the audiences then were not only extremely

respectable, but highly delighted with the entertain

ments catered for them : the theatre, in general, was

crowded upon these occasions, and the bill offare given

out for the next performance, with all the regularity of

the most refined place ofamusement.

Butwhat ofthat ! have not our classictheatres, within

the last five- and-twenty years, possessing all the ad

vantages of authors the most exalted and refined ;

actors the most inimitable and chaste, either to extort

the tear, or provoke the laugh ; music the most ravish

ing ; scenes and decorations, in point of magnificence

andsplendor, unparalleled- invited PUGILISM to their

boards, and the names ofsome ofthe first-rate boxers

enriched their play-bills ; and the audiences (of whom

nodoubt can attach to their respectability)testified their

approbation by loud plaudits, at the liberality of the

managers in thus publicly displaying the principles of

Pugilism? And it is mentioned upon good authority,

that the most fashionable daily newspaper of that

period, under the direction ofan amateur captain, had

a rapid increase of sale, in respect to its containing

thegenuine correspondence between those celebrated

heroes of the fist- Hamphries and Mendoza ...

[
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In 1791 , Pugilism was in such high repute, and so

strongly patronised, that Dan Mendoza was induced to

open the small theatre, at the Lyceum, in the Strand,

for the express purpose of public exhibitions of spar

ring ; and, in his managerial capacity, assured the

public, by a very neat and appropriate address, that

the manly art of boxing would be displayed, divested

of all ferocity, rendered equally as neat and elegant

as fencing, perfectly as useful, and might be as grace

fully acquired . Several imitations would be given of

celebrated ancient and modern pugilists ; eminent per

formers were engaged to portray the science ; and

the whole conducted with the utmost propriety and

decorum, that the female part of the creation might

attend, without their feelings being infringed upon, or

experiencing any unpleasant sensations.

About this period, a similar exhibition was opened,

near the Haymarket, under the guidance of a French

man,whoundertookto provethat science, in competition

withstrength, was ofno avail ; but John Bull soon took

the conceit out of him, as he had done many more of

his countrymen, in more formidable contests than that

of sparring, by exposing his gasconade. The French

man very soon got milled, and, shortly afterwards,

mizzled; so that the science received but little inter

ruption from his lectures on the gymnastic art.

In illustration ofBoxing being a national and impor

tant feature of the English people, we relate the fol

lowing anecdote of an illustrious personage :→

The late Lord B- (the firm ofthat elegant family

quartette, knowingly styled, Newgate, Hellgate, Crip

plegate, and Billingsgate) , about the year 1789, was in

Vol. 1.
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the very zenith of his fun, frolic, and lark-ery; and, if

we can believe his Lordship's panegyrist, he was, not

withstanding his volatile propensities, a man of obser

vation and talent ; and correct in music, ifnothing else .

No milling match ofnote his Lordship ever missed, but

he was always conspicuous in the scene ; and the lessons

hehad received, under the first-rateprofessors ofthe art,

rendered him no mean adept in the science. Though he

performed in public on the classic stage, we never

heardthat he hadeversported his Corinthiancanvasas a

pugilist in the open ring ; but was fond of kicking up a

row, and not afraid to fight his way out of it. He was a

public character in the extreme at Brighton : and his

eccentricities at that watering-place will not easily be

forgotten. In one of his wild freaks, unfortunately, he

horse-whipped from his phaeton a respectable perfumer,

(a Mr. Donadieu , who was in a gig,) for not getting

outofhis way : his Lordship's thorough-bred cattle soon

distanced the man ofscent, before he could well reco

ver from his surprise ; but the next morning, Mr. D.

perceiving Lord B--upon the Steine, in company

with several sporting men, pugilists, &c. went up to

him and remonstrated on the ill-usage he had received

upon the preceding day, when his Lordship, instead of

redressing, set about milling him for his insolence ; but

the perfumer being an Englishman, and not feeling dis

mayedbythesuperior rank ofhis antagonist, and having

agoodpluck, quickly returned thefavourwith interest ;

his Lordship soon saw he was on a wrong scent ; that

not only his fame as a pugilist was at stake, but his ho

nour, as a peer, in danger ofbeing wounded, and began

* The disinterested Anthony Pasquin.
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S
to take an unfair advantage, when the P ofW-

whohad witnessed the whole transaction from a window

atthe Pavilion,exclaimed, with allthe native character

istic of a Briton, " Damme, B- , fight like a man!”

DUELLING-however honourable and proper such a

mede of settling differences may be considered by the

CORINTHIAN PILLARS OF THE STATE , (when the laws,

are not applied to for redress, ) we confess, that we are

noadvocates for such a genteelsystem ; notwithstanding

cowardicemustbe despised, and urge that no man ought

to put up with a gross insult or unprovoked injury pusil

lanimously. The laws of honour, doubtless, are ofso

fine and delicate a texture, that they are not to be

grasped at by every rough hand, nor to be referred to

upon all occasions ; but the ridiculous appeals which

have been made, in too many instances, to those sa

cred laws, forcibly bring to recollection , that, in such

cases, it is " a custom more honoured in the breach

than the observance."

B

MIRABEAU (brother of the great French senator)

was distinguished for his numerous debaucheries and

amours, a celebrated duellist, and was denominated a

MAN OF HONOUR! Seducing the wives and daughters

of his friends, and then fighting their fathers and hus

bands, byway ofgiving satisfaction, as it is termed, was

the peculiar trait ofthis most honourable character ! It

has beensaid ofhim, that, in the course ofhis debauched

career, hehad foughtupwards ofone hundred and twen

ty duels, in which several worthy members of society

were wounded, and some killed at his hands. He was a

systematic dueller, and had acquired such accuracy in

firing at various marks, independent ofthe great prac
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tice he had had in public life, that his fame over-awed

many from entering the lists with him, and quietly put

up with their injuries, in preference to losing their lives.

What chance could the father or husband have, whose

feelings were wounded to the quick, and their minds

agitated with resentment against the destroyer of their

peace-compared with a cold-blooded villain, who

could take as deliberate an aim at a human being as if

firing at a mark or stone ? With such characters,

human nature becomes degraded in placing itselfupon

a level with infamy-and the laws only should meet

them and decide upon their honour!

The memorable instances, but a few years since, in

that of Colonel MACNAMARA's losing his life concern.

ing the very trifling circumstance of his dog being

struck, who had annoyed a passenger in the street, and

LordCAMELFORD's vindication ofa fashionableprosti

tute, have been so perfectly ridiculous in their onsets,

and so remarkably serious in their termination, as to

preclude any further comment.

Man, from the imperfections of his nature, is liable

to quarrel, and to give or receive insults in his journey

throughlife-how necessary,then, does it appear thathe

should be able to defend himself-and that in a way

which willbearreflection . The fastidious, we have little

doubt, will smile atthe phrase-REFLECTION ; but how

much misery and wretchedness might have been spared

bythat reflection, ofthe dreadful consequences likely to

arise from DUELLING- in making their wives premature

and unprovided widows ; their children fatherless and

distressed ; and themselves snatched away in a moment,

" with all their imperfections on their heads," and re
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conciliation put out of the question. If it were pos

sible to take a peep into the penetralia of those persons

who decide quarrels after this genteel mode, we rather

apprehendthat, in deciding with truth, something like

fear might be perceived at the bottom, if all-power

ful honour did not prevent its having a resting place !

Where, then, is the relative, however high in pride

and pomp, on viewing the father, husband, or brother,

killed inaduel-butwhatwould rather that theyshould

have had recourse to the manly defence of BOXING,

than the deadly weapons of sword and ball ; from

which a bloody nose, or black eye, might have been the

only consequences to themselves and their families,

and neither in their feelings or their circumstances.

been injured ; reconciliation with their antagonists

faults mutually acknowledged-and, perhaps, become

inseparable friends ever afterwards?

The life ofan individual is a loss to the state, from

the peer to the peasant ; and it becomes the duty of

every good citizen to prevent them from being sported

with wantonly.

Wehavelong witnessed the good effects of this man

ly spirit in England, and we trust it will never be ex

tinguished. Prejudice does much in favour of our na

tive soil ; but, upon a dispassionate review of those

countries where pugilismis unknown, we find that upon

themost trifling misunderstanding, the life ofthe indi

vidual is in danger. In Holland, the long knife decides.

too frequently ; scarcely any person in Italy is without

the stiletto ; and France and Germany are not parti

cular in using stones, sticks, &c. to gratify revenge ;

but, in England, the FIST only is used, where malice is
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not suffered to engender and poison the composition,

and induce the inhabitants to the commission of deeds

which their souls abhor and shudder at- but an imme

diate appeal to Boxing-the by-standers make a ring,

and where no unfair advantages is suffered to be taken

of each other. The fight done, the hand is given, in

token of peace ; resentment vanishes ; and the cause

generally buried in oblivion. This generous mode of

conduct is not owing to any particular rule laid down

by education- it is an inherent principle -the impulse

ofthe moment- acted upon by the most ignorant and

inferior ranks of the people. Foreigners may sneer at

us for our rudeness of customs and barbarity of man

ners ; but, we trust that Englishmen will ever wish to

be admired more for their genuine honesty and rough

sincerity than for an assumed and affected politeness .

It has been attempted by some writers to prove that

BOXING did not originate in Great Britain ; but in re

curring to the times ofthe immortal Alfred, according

to ancient authorities, we shall find , that wrestling and

boxing formed a part of the manual exercise of the

soldiers at that distant period. The ancient Britons

have always been characterised as a manly, strong, and

robust race of people, inured to hardship and fatigue,

and, by the exereise of those manly sports, acquired

that peculiar strength ofarm, which rendered them so

decisive in their warlike combats.

That athletic exercises have not been performed in

foreign countries at various times by particular indivi

duals, it is not our intention to deny ; but, in speaking

generally, as a national trait, we feel no hesitation in

declaring, that it is wholly-BRITISH .

"
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And, were it materially necessary, the curious OLD

ENGLISH SPORTS might be traced throughthesucceed

ing reigns, with every degree of certainty, except in

some few instances, where the conquerors introduced

effeminate refinements, of which Leland and several

other historians speak, as tending towards creating a

degeneracy ofspirit among the natives of the island.

It appearsthat Richard III . (commonly denominated

crook-backed Richard) was distinguished for his ac

quirement of those exercises which invigorated the

body and strengthened the arm ; and it is recorded of

him, " that he was uncommonly expert, either on foot

or horseback, in displaying a variety of manly feats,

such as drawingthe bow, raisingthe sling, or throwing

the javelin ; but particularly distinguished with a

clenched fist, when opposed to an antagonist, by the

extreme potency of his arm." In those days it wasex

pected, that even princes should excel in these neces

sary and manly accomplishments, as much depended

on the power of the arm ;--and, however high-colour

ing it may give to stage-effect, in witnessing RICHARD

fall in the contest with RICHMOND-- had that have

proved the fact, that the fate of the nation was to have

been decided by a single combat, the superiority of

RICHARD's prowess, by his being inured to feats of

manhood, and the various hardy exploits he had per

formed, little doubt can be expressed, but RICHMOND

would never have assumed the kingly title of Henry

VII. Richard's natural courage was of the first order,

and, in the words of our immortal bard, finely ex

pressed:

" I think there be six Richmonds in the field :

"Five have I slain to-day instead of him."
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And it is principally owing to a constant exercise of

these manly sports, that men not only lose sight of

their individual size, but place and circumstance ;

their bodies capable of enduring hardships, and their

minds fortified by true and invincible courage.

"In the celebrated battle of Dettingen, in the late

King's reign, victory was obtained by the strength of

arm in wielding the broad-sword so adroitly,-the lines

of the enemy were forced, and literally cut to pieces ;

a total discomfiture and defeat took place, to the in

creased honour ofthe British soldiery.

Having thus far cursorily expressed our opinions in

favour of this manly art, we shall now proceed to

shew some of its most powerful knock-down argu

ments :―

JACK BROUGHTON, according to thebest authorities,

appears to have been considered as the Father of the

English School ofBoxing, and by whose superior skill

and ability PUGILISM obtained the rank of a SCIENCE.

Previous tothe days ofBROUGHTON itwas downright

slaughtering, or, in the modern acceptation, either

gluttony, strength, or bottom , decided almost everycon

test. But, after BROUGHTON appeared as a professorof

the gymnastic art, he drew crowds after him to witness

his exhibitions ; there was a neatness about his method

completely new and unknown to his auditors-he stop

pedthe blows aimed at any part ofhim by his antagonist

with so much skill, and hit his man away with so much

ease, that he astonished and terrified his opponents be

yond measure ; and those persons who had the temerity

to enterthe lists with BROUGHTON were soon convinced

of his superior knowledge and athletic prowess : and

most of his competitors, who were compelled to givein,
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from their exhausted and beaten state, had the mortifi

cation to behold BROUGHTON Scarcely touched , and to

appear with as much cheerfulness and indifference as if

he had never been engaged in a set-to.

He was indebted to nature for a good person ; his

countenance was manly and open ; and possessing a

sharp and penetrating eye, that almost looked through

the object before him, gave a fine animation to his face.

His form was athletic and commanding ; there was an

importanceabout it which denoted uncommon strength,

and which every spectator felt impressed with that be

held him. Six feet, wanting an inch, in height ; and

fourteen stone, or thereabouts, in weight.

BROUGHTON became as a fixed star in the pugilistic

hemisphere ; his talents as a Boxer gained him many

admirers and patrons ; but his good temper, generosity

of disposition, and gentleness of manners, ensured him.

numerous friends. He was intelligent, communicative,

and not destitute ofwit. The system he laid down was

plain, and easy to beunderstood ; and, under his instruc

tion, several of his pupils arrived at a pugilistic emi

nence, and gave distinguished proofs of the acquire

ments they had gained under so great a master.

Notwithstanding the inferiority ofBoxers, previous

to the days of BROUGHTON, it may not be improper,

as far as they can be traced with any degree of acou

racy, so as to render the connexion more complete and

strong, to give some short account oftheir feats.

SOUTHWARK FAIR, during its continuance, was an

uncommon scene ofattraction to the inhabitants in and

contiguous to London , from the various sports and pas

times which were exhibited by its versatility of perfor

VOL. I. D
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mers. Boxing and cudgelling were strong features

among the other amusements : refinement, it appears,

wasnot so well understood then as at the present period ;

although several of the most celebrated actors of that

day did not feel ashamed to make known their efforts to

amuse the populace. When even the stage was not con

sidered ina degenerate state, and while the irresistible

and loud roars of laughter prevailed outside the booths,

from an intermixture of all ranks of people, the invo

luntary tear was seen stealing down the cheeks of the

audiences within, at the imaginary sufferings of the

hero or heroine, from the excellent manner in which it

was told. Genius and talent were often seen, felt, and

acknowledged, under many of those ragged coverings,

however difficult it may be to experience, under more

classic and magnificent domes ; the mere hint at such

things, now-a-days, would make our fixed theatrical

star,

JOHN KEMBLE

Tremble!

-

Nor did that Colossus of Literature (Dr. Johnson)

appear shy, in witnessing the eccentricities developed

by human beings at such places of amusement, where

the finest display ofNATURE and ARTthat could be ex

perienced were to be seen contrasted, and REAL LIFE, in

all its abundant varieties, portrayed in its native dress.

To amind like that of Dr. Johnson , few circumstances

escaped his notice, whether attracted bythe loud laugh

at the rudeand noisy fair, or the self-approving smile at

the more refined and splendid chateau : in the manly

display of the pugilist, or in appealing eloquence of

the orator, it was appreciated and treasured up, added

to his midnight sallies with the unfortunate and pitia
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ble Savage, united with his intellectual acquirements ;

and which, doubtless, formed the stamina of those

works that have tended to add so much literary repu

tation to this country.

The learned Doctor, in himself, was another striking

proof of pugilism being a national trait, by having a

regular set-to with an athletic brewer's servant, who

had insulted him in Fleet-street, and gave the fellow

a complete milling in a few minutes.

BOXING and CUDGELLING, it appeared, degenera

ted into downright ferocity and barbarity at this Fair,

from thedrunkenness and inequality ofthe combatants,

and the various artifices adopted to get money, which at

last became so disgusting, that it was declared a public

nuisance, and, in 1749, Southwark Fair wassuppressed.

Smithfield and Moorfields also sported booths and

rings for the display of boxing and cudgelling ; and

where many a good bit of stuff has peeled with all the

courage of a lion, and who has soon been reduced to

the meekness of a lamb : here, also, many a glutton

has received his belly full, and retired perfectly satisfied;

and manyan ugly customer has met with his match, and

been frightened in his turn ; milling coves had the pride

taken out of them by mere novices ; and where many

sparring gills have found out that, in reality, they could

not box! But, alas ! for want of a BOXIANA, to record

their valorous deeds, Heroes and Tyros of the fist

have, unfortunately, been suffered to " steal inglo

riously to the grave," and their qualifications buried

with them, leaving the pugilistic posterity to mourn in

silence the loss of their achievements.

It was from the above scene of frolic and fun, that

the inimitable Hogarth drew his celebrated picture of
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Southwark Fair, in which life is exhibited in all its

various shapes, from the King to the Beggar ; and

among the variety of characters here portrayed, may

be traced the likenesses ofthe late King, interestedly

gazing upon the rude and comic touches of nature,

and in viewing the merry countenances of his happy

subjects, enjoying the humours and freedom of their

countrymen, so congenial to the soil of liberty ; and

the famous Colley Cibber, oftheatrical fame, in obser

ving the display of talent, sported by his brethren of

the sock and buskin to the gaping crowd, to persuade

the populace to fill their booths, that they might

begin immediately ; and the heroic Figg, of pugilistic

memory, challenging any of the crowd to enter the

lists with him, either for money, for love, or a belly full !

The latter character, at that period, was a distin

guished personage in the history of pugilism, by refe

rences being made to him upon all fighting occasions,

and was considered to possess good judgment. He

might be looked upon as the champion of that day.—

Figg was more indebted to strength and courage for

his success in the battles which he gained, than from

the effects of genius : in fact, he was extremely illite

rate, and it might be said , that he boxed his way through

life. If Figg's method of fighting was subject to the

criticism ofthe present day, he would be denominated

more ofa slaughterer than that ofa neat, finished pu

gilist. His antagonists were punished severely in their

conflicts with him, particularly those who stood up

to receive his blows : in making matches, his advice

was always consulted, as he possessed the character of

an honest fellow-and was looked up to as a leading

fighter among the most distinguished of thefancy.

1

"
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It appears that FIG was more distinguished as a

fencer and cudgeller than as a pugilist ; and, notwith

standing the former acquirements gave him a decidedly

superior advantage over the other boxers of that day,

by his thorough acquaintance with time and measure,

yet his favourite practices were the SWORD and STICK,

and in the use of which he particularly excelled .

His reputation rapidly increasing as a scientific man

in those pursuits, he was induced to open an Academy

(perhaps better known by Fic's Amphitheatre), for

teaching the use of the small and back sword, cudgel

ling, and pugilism ; and which place soon became of

considerable notoriety, by proving a great attraction to

the sporting men at that period, in making and settling

matches in the various bouts that were displayed.

Itwasherethatthe celebrated Captain GODFREY (the

Barclayof that time) displayed his uncommon skill and

elegance in those manly sports, with the most hardy and

determined competitors, contending for the palm of

victory ; and often was the Captain witnessed by royal.

and noble personages, whom, it should seem, became

supporters to a science, tending to inure the people to

bravery and intrepidity.

To Captain GODFREY'S Treatise upon the Useful Sci

ence of Defence, (now extremely scarce,) published in

1747, we are, in some degree, indebted for an account of

the characters of the Fancy within his time ; which

work was dedicated to his Royal Highness the Duke of

Cumberland, and was so well received by the public,

that it immediately went through two large editions.

The Captain thus speaks ofFIG :- "I have purchased

myknowledge with many a broken head, and bruises in

No. II. E
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every part ofme. I chose to go mostly to FIG, and ex

ercise with him ; partly, as I knew him to be the ablest

master, and, partly, as he was of a rugged temper, and

would spare no man, high or low, who took up a stick

againsthim. I borehis rough treatment with determined

patience, and followed him so long, that FIG , at last,

finding he could not have the beating of me at so cheap

a rate as usual, did not show such fondness for my com

pany. This is well known by gentlemen of distinguish

ed rank, who used to be pleased in setting us together."

FIG's Academy was nowin high estimation ; and the

encouragement he received from plenty of scholars and

numerous visitors upon all occasions, made him a man

of no little importance among the heroes of the fist,

stick, or sword ; and he turned out some excellent pupils

in all the various branches of the art of self-defence.

It was about this period that the whole boxing hemi

sphere was up in arms ! occasioned by the insolent threats

of the English laurels being torn from their native soil,

and transplanted to a foreign land !-It was a Venetian

gondolier that threw down theglove, boasting, at the same

time, that he would break the jaw-bone of any opponent

who might have the temerity to fight him. The Venetian

was aman of prodigious strength, possessing an arm not

only very large and muscular, but surprisingly long ; and

had proved a complete terror to his own countrymen, by

the number ofjaw-bones which he had sent to the sur

geons to be set of those persons who had possessed har

dihood enoughto oppose him. His fame ran beforehim,

and his impetuosity was described to be irresistible. The

Venetian was considered agood subject for winning, and

a foreigner of distinction and several of his countrymen
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backed him for a large sum ;-but JOHN BULL was not

thus to be bounced out of his pluck or his money-and,

in this situation of affairs, FIG was applied to for a cus

tomer to serve him out, if such a one could be found !

-" Found," exclaimed FIG , laughing heartily, " aye,

my masters, plenty ; but I don't know, d'ye see, as how

that'ere's truth about his breaking so many of his coun

trymen's jaw-bones with his fist ; howsomdever, that's

no matter, he can't break BOB WHITAKER's jaw-bone,

if he had a sledge-hammer in his hand . And if ВоB

must knock under, why, before this here outlandish

waterman shall rule the roast, I'll give him a FIG to

chaw, which, perhaps, he'll find some trouble in swallow

ing" After this luminous display upon the matter,

the match was made, and the day appointed for the

combat to take place at FIG's Amphitheatre.

It may be necessary to say something here about the

qualifications of BOB WHITAKER, who was selected to

punish this Venetian for his vain-boasting , that he would

take theshine out of Englishmen ! BOB was an awkward

boxer, and an athletic man ; but possessed true bottom,

and was celebrated for his throwing, and contriving to

pitch his weighty body on his fallen antagonist.

Amongthe milling coves the day was looked for with

uncommon anxiety, that was to decide this mighty

contest :

" When Greek meets Greek, then's the tug of war."

The important moment at length arrived, and, accord

ing to all report, it was by far the most splendid com

pany and the politest house of the kind that was ever

seen at FIG's Amphitheatre.
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The stage was ordered to be cleared, when an awful

silence prevailed in the anxiety manifested for the set-to.

The Venetian mounted with smiles of confidence, and

was greeted welcome byloud plaudits from his country

men and partizans, and instantly began to strip- his

giant-like arm claimed universal astonishment, and his

sizein general struck terror ; and evenCaptain GoDEREY

observes, "That his heart yearned for his countryman !"

Bов appeared cool and steady, in a few seconds after

wards, and was cheered with huzzas. He eyed the Gon

dolier with firmness, and, quite undismayed, threw offhis

clothes in an instant, when the attack commenced,-the

Venetian pitched himself forward with his right leg, and

his arm full extended, and, before WHITAKER was

aware of his design , he received a blow on the side of

the head, so powerful in its effect as to capsize him

over the stage, which was remarkable for its height.

WHITAKER'S fall was desperate indeed, as he dashed

completely against the ground ; which circumstance

would not have taken place, but for the grandeur of the

audience, whose prices for admission were so high on

that day as to exclude the common people, who generally

sat on theground, and formed a line round the stage. It

was then all clear, and Boвhad nothing to stop him but

thebottom . The bets ran high, and the foreigners voci

ferated loudly, indeed , in behalf of the Venetian, and

flattered themselves, thatWHITAKERwould scarcely be

able to come again from the desperate blow and fall that

he had received, and sported their cash freely in laying

the odds thick against him ; but BoB was not to be told

out so soon, and jumped upon the stage, like a game

cock, to renew the attack. Sparring now was all at an

1
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end ; andWHITAKER found out that something must be

done to render the Venetian's long arm useless, or he

must lose the fight ; so, without further ceremony, he

made a little stoop , ran boldly in beyond the heavy mal

let, and, with one " Englishpeg" in the stomach, (quite

a newthing to foreigners,) brought him on his breech.

The tables were then turned, the sporting menlaughing

heartily, and the foreigners a little chapfallen. The

Venetian showed symptoms of uneasiness-was quite

sick- and, his wind being touched, he was scarcely to

his time. Boвnow punishedhim in fine style, drove the

Venetian all over the stage, and soon gave him a leveller.

The odds shifted fast in favour of WHITAKER, and the

foreigners displayed some terrible longfaces ! The Gon

dolier was completely puzzled, and, in the course ofa

few rounds, the conceit was so taken out of him, that he

lost all guard of his person, and was compelled to GIVE

INtotheno small chagrin of the foreigners, who were

properly cleaned out upon this occasion ; but the Vene

tian had the mortification to retire in disgrace, after his

vain-boasting, and with a good milling; or, as Captain

GODFREY concludes, " the blow in the stomach car

ried too much of the English rudeness for him to bear,

and finding himself so unmannerly used, he scorned to

have any more doings with his slovenly fist."

FIG was so enraptured with the elegance of the audi

ence, and not wishing to let so good an opportunity slip,

instantlymounted the stage,and addressedthe spectators,

nearlyto thefollowing purport :-"Gentlemen, perhaps,

as how, you may think , that I have picked out the best

man in London to beat this here foreigner ; but if you

will come this day se'nnight, I'll produce a man that
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shall beat BоB WHITAKER, by fair hitting, in ten mi

nutes."-It hadthe desired effect, by the company prov

ing as great and as fine as the week before, and who came

to seewhether FIG was not trifling with them ; it being

considered a difficult task to beat such a bottom man as

WHITAKER in so short a space of time. Onthe day ap

pointed, the Amphitheatre, as before, was crowded at an

early hour, and poorWHITAKER's laurels were doomed

to be but of short duration . NAT PEARTREE was the

man looked out to deprive him of his honours ; and who

was considered a most admirable boxer ; and had he not

losta fingerin a desperate conflict, it was supposed that

PEARTREE was a match for any of the pugilists. He

was famous for fighting at the face, and putting in his

blows with great strength ; yet felt doubtful in being able

to beat WHITAKER by force, as the latter had proved

himself, upon many occasions, a most enormous glutton,

and therefore cunningly determined to fight at his eyes.

Theevent proved PEARTREE'sjudgement to be correct,

for, in about six minutes, he had directed his arms so

well, that WHITAKER was shut out from day-light, by

both his eyes being closed up. In this distressed situa

tion hebecame anobject ofpity, by beingcompletely at

the mercy of his antagonist ; when poking about awhile

for his man, and finding him not, he wisely gave in,

with these odd words-" Dam'me, I am not beat, but

what signifies when I cannot see my man !"

TOM PIPES, whohad long been theChampion ofEng

land till BROUGHTON appeared, was but weakly made ;

his appearance bespoke great activity, yet his arm, hand,

and body, were but small . PIPES was distinguished for

a peculiar swing of his arm, his blows were prodigious,
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and he was an uncommon quick hitter. He displayed a

great deal of neatness in his boxing ; and fought at the

facemost, where he putin blows with excellent timeand

judgement. PIPES had fought agreat number of battles

against men of superior strength ; and his skill was so

superior, that victory attended him : his fame lasted for

several years, andand it was the opinion of Captain Gon

FREY, " that it was more owing to debauchery than to

the merit of those with whom he contended, that he

was beat out of the championship !"

One GRETTING was a strong competitor against

PIPES, andboth having obtained great celebrity by their

skill and prowess, felt somewhat jealous of each other's

fame, and hadseveral combats together, when they were

almost alternate victors, though BROUGHTON beat them

both with ease. GRETTING was a stronger made man

than PIPES, and an artful boxer, and had the nearest

wayof goingto the stomach (which then was denomina

ted the MARK) than any man of his day, besides putting

in his blows remarkably straight ; but, notwithstanding,

PIPES was his superior, by the thorough bottom he

displayed, and which most excellent requisite for a pugi

list GRETTING did not possess sufficiently enough. In

his last two battles with PIPES he was severely beaten.

Like too many boxers, in the heyday of their prowess,

hethoughtnothingwould hurt him, and drank to excess,

which rendered him a mere plaything among the fight

ing men ; and a very slovenly boxer, called HAMMER

SMITH JACK, beat him with ease, as did every other

person that fought him afterwards. GRETTING was

certainly entitled to the appellation of a great boxer-
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and had it not been for repeated inebriety, must have

become quite a first-rate pugilist.

The time was at length arrived, when FIG, notwith

standinghis celebrated parryings and severe thrusts, was

doomed to meet with a superior antagonist-and Death

gavehim his knock-down blow in 1740. It was the opi

nion of this period , that the English nation were more

expert than any other, not only in boxing, but in the use

of the back-sword ; and it would be a great pity were

they not to continue so at the present day. The amphi

theatre, boxing, foil-play, and cudgelling schools , were

openly advertised , and the amusements madeknown , like

unto any of the regular theatres-the audiences equally

as fashionable ; patronised by the noble and great, and

not disturbed, but tolerated bythe magistrates. Although

it was admitted, that those amphitheatrical practices were

productive of some ill, as offering a kind of encourage

ment to idleness and extravagance among the vulgar ;

yet there is hardly any useful thing but what leaves an

opening for mischief, and which is not liable to abuse.

The practices of back-sword fighting and boxing have

been thought commendable by the serious legislator, in

feeding and keeping up the British spirit. Courage is

allowed to be chiefly natural, and probably owing, in a

greatmeasure, to the complexion and constitution ofour

bodies, and flowing in the different texture of the blood

andjuices ; but, surely, it may be admitted, that it is not

only acquired, but strengthened, by use and familiarity

with danger. Emulation and the love of glory are true

and powerful breeders of it. To what a pitch of daring

do we not see them carry men? And the innumerable

proofs of Englishmen in theaboveinstance demonstrates
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Is itthe truth of the position beyond all controversy .

not observable in miniature among little children, who,

almost as soon as they can go alone, put themselves

into attitudes and postures of defence- and the boys

bear their little bloody noses without complaint, sooner

than be stigmatised as cowards ?

During FIG's life-time these manly exercises were

carried on with great spirit ; but for a short period after

his decease appeared rather upon the decline. And it

would not be doing justice tothe merits of so celebrated

a Fancier, before we take our leave of him, were we not

to give his character in a few words, by one of his impar

tial biographers :-"FIG wasthe atlas of the sword, and

may he remain the gladiating statue ! In him, strength,

resolution , and unparalleled judgement, conspired to

form amatchless master. There was a majestyshone in

his countenance, and blazed in all his actions, beyond all

I ever saw. His right leg bold and firm, and his left,

which could hardly ever be disturbed, gave him the sur

prising advantage already proved, and struck his adver

sary with despair and panic. He had a peculiar way of

stepping in a parry. He knew his arm, and itsjusttime of

moving, put a firm faith in that, and never let hisadver

sary escape his parry. He was just as much a greater

MASTERthan any other I ever saw, as he was a greater

judge of time and measure." FIG was a native of Ox

fordshire ; and the excellent portrait which is given of

him in this work was copied, by permission, from an

original likeness in the cabinet collection of an ama

teur, otherwise it would have been extremely difficult

tohave procured one, on account of its great scarcity.

GEORGE TAYLOR, known by the name of George the

No. II. F
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Barber, now sprang rapidly into notice, by beating all

the celebrated pugilists, exceptingBROUGHTON . Hehad

sogood an opinion ofhimself, that he attacked the Cham

pion first ; but his judgement not proving so sound as his

courage, he was soon laid prostrate by the potent and

well-directed arm of BROUGHTON ; and, like many a

bravefellow that had doneso beforehim, wascompelled ,

reluctantly, to acknowledge that he had got a master,

But, notwithstanding hisdefeat, his famewasnot injured,

when conparisons weremade betweenthem, as GEORGE

was not more than twenty, and the Champion in the

very zenith of his age and art . TAYLOR SOOn distin

guished himself among all the first-rate boxers ; but it

does not appear that he had ever any notion of trying it

on any more with BROUGHTON . He was rated as a

strong, able pugilist, possessing a most extraordinary

skill, and, aided by his knowledgeof the small and back

sword, and a remarkablejudgement in the cross-buttock

fall, was considered to be able to contend for victory

with any one. With these pretensions he considered

himself as a proper person to succeed the late FIG in his

Amphitheatre, and lost notime in becoming its propri

etor ; which circumstance he soon made known by

public advertisements of the performances which were

to take place under his management at the theatre ; and

inviting the most celebrated men in the different

branches of self-defence to display their skill . That the

terms were upon the most equitable scale, and the ad

mission-money should be honourably disposed of ac

cording to any agreement that might be made. It was

no uncommonthing for the receipts of the house, at that

time, to produce from one hundred to one hundred and
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fifty pounds. This publication had the desired effect

-in not only bringing numerous audiences, but col

lecting togetherthe most celebrated performers of the

gymnastic art, to display their abilities ; and among

those who appeared at TAYLOR's Amphitheatre, was

a man of the name of

BOSWELL, who was possessed of every requisite to

constitute a finished boxer-except courage. He was

notedfor putting in a blow with the left hand at thejaw,

which has been represented something likethe kick ofa

horse. Captain GODFREY , who had often witnessed hist

efforts, thus speaks of BoswELL: Praise be to his

power of fighting, his excellent choice of time and mea

sure, his superior judgement, despatching forth his exe

cuting arm ! But fie upon his dastard heart, that mars it

all ! As I knew that fellow's abilities, and his worm

dread soul, I never saw him beat, but I wished him to

be beaten. Though I am charmed with the idea of

his power and manner of fighting, I am sick at the

thoughts of his nurse-wanting courage. Farewell to

him, with this fair acknowledgement, that, ifhe had a

true English bottom (the best fighting epithet for a

man of spirit) he would carry all before him, and be a

matchfor even BROUGHTON himself!" GEORGE TAY

LOR and BOSWELL contended for the honour of vic

tory; but the latter became no difficult conquest to .

TAYLOR, as the fight was only of short duration. But

TAYLOR, although in every other respect was considered

a most consummate boxer, was well known to be defi

cient in bottom ; and that blows equal to his own strength.

he could not stand, but quite disconcerted his science.

GEORGE STEVENSON, the Coachman, and Toм.
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SMALLWOOD, stood high upon the list as bottom pugi

lists. The former stood up to BROUGHTON manfully;

and it was observed of SMALLWOOD, that he was

thorough game, with judgement equal to any, and su

perior to most. He was capable of standing against

any man, if he had but possessed weight. SMALL

WOOD fought with DIMMOCK, when he was in his in

fancy of boxing, and but a mere strippling. The latter

was a man of great strength and not destitute of skill,

and he was near an hour before he gained the victory

over SMALLWOOD. It was the opinion of Capt. GOD

FREY, that if he was to chuse a boxer for his money,

and could but purchase him strength equal to his reso

lution , SMALLWOOD should be the man."

""

In the course of a few months after the above period,

SMALLWOOD proved himself fully entitled to the high

opinion which had been held of him respecting his

scienceandbottom, in a desperate conflict with one DICK

HARRIS, a proper piece of hardihood. It was a most

obstinate battle indeed, continuing above an hour, and

was considered as game a one as had been witnessed

for many years. HARRIS knowing that he had got a

trump to deal with, showed out with all the courage of

a hero ; and SMALLWOOD, to recover from his former

defeat with Dimmock, endeavoured to place himself on

an eminence with the first-rate pugilists of the day, by

thescienceand intrepidity which he displayed : the fight

was primely contested, and victory, for a long time,

appeareddoubtful-but DICK, not being so thoroughly

acquainted with the advantages of the art to relieve

himself when distressed for wind, was reluctantly com

pelled to acknowledgethe suporiority of SMALLWOOD.
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BROUGHTON, who witnessed the fight, was much

pleased with the set-to of SMALLWOOD, and his

method all through the contest ; and clapping him

upon the back, exclaimed, " well done, TOM ! Such

courage and science ought not to go unrewarded !"

The battle was for fifty pounds.

SMALLWOOD also fought thefighting Quaker, so de

nominated, but whose name was BILL WILLIS. His

appearance was remarkably plain and formal, and the

heroes of the fist were his voluntary god-fathers, and

thus it appears he was christened thefighting Quaker.

Whether BILL WILLIS ever belonged to that respec

table sect we have not been able to ascertain ; but we

learn that he possessed one of its requisites, plenty of

stiffening. In setting-to, he portrayed that he was not

unlike thefaithful, by the spirit with which he attacked

SMALLWOOD, and contended for victory with no in

considerable share of manhood : but, in the course of

a short time, the spirit no longer moved him- the stiffen

ing was taken out of his carcass--and he was obliged

to sing, Small-wOOD I am content. TOM SMALLWOOD

fought several other battles, in all of which he proved

victorious ; but the combatants were not of sufficient

importance to claim particular mention.

JACKJAMES was considered a most charming boxer ;

and a complete master ofthe art. A spring of the arm

peculiar to himself, and remarkably delicate in his blows

in fighting, his wrist appeared delightful to the lookers

on, but terrible to his antagonist. Thorough bottom, but

not possessing much strength . The above pugilist had

a severe encounter with a poulterer, which terminated

highly to the honour ofJAMES. His pretty wrist was

1
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again conspicuous in the fight, but the marks it occa

sioned uponthe face of his antagonist was farfrom being

considered handsome. His opponent was styled Chicken

HARRIS ; but it appeared that JAMES could beat a

brood of such birds, till they had not a feather to fly!

About this time, the noted BUCKHORSE fought the

clog-maker, HARRY GRAY ; when the latter got most

severely punished by the former rum-customer. For an

account of whose character, we feel much indebted to

the Proprietor of the ECCENTRIC MAGAZINE, (a

work abounding with anecdote and interest, ) in permit

ting us to copy the following extract :
-

"BUCKHORSE, one of those singularities of Nature,

and whose real name is said to have been JOHN SMITH,

first saw the light in the house of a sinner, in that part

of London known by the name of Lewkener's Lane—a

place notorious in the extreme, for the eccentricity of

characters it contained here the disciples of Bamfylde

Moore Carew were to be found in crowds, and where

cadgers of all descriptions resorted to regale themselves

upon thegood things of this life, laughing at the credulity

ofthe public in being so easily duped by their impositions ;

groups ofthe frail sisterhood adorned its purlieus, whose

nudicity of appearance and glibbiosity of mother-tongue

formed a prominent feature in this conglomeration of

the vicious and depraved, by their coarse amours and

bare-faced pilfering ; the juvenile prig was soon taught

to become an adept in the profession, by taking out a

handkerchief or a snuff-box, from the pocket of a coat

covered with bells, without ringing any of them—and the

finished thiefroosted here from the prying eye of society,

and laid plans for his future depredations in the arms of



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 35

•

his unsophisticated charmer : those timber-merchants.

who reduced their logs ofwood to matches, to light the

public, might be observed issuing out in numbers from

this receptacle of brimstones ! Costermongers in droves

were seen mounting their neddies, decorated with ham

pers, scorning the refined use of saddles and bridles ; and

Lewkener's Lane was not only celebrated amongst all its

other attractions, in being the residence of a finisher of

the law (TOM DENNIS), slangly denominated JACK

KETCH, but acquired considerable notoriety by giving

birth to the ugliness of a BUCKHORSE, and beauty to

Miss , a female possessing those irresistible charms

that levelled all distinctions of rank before its superior

power, and transplanting her from the rude and dirty

company of the dust-hill , to the downy couch of Roy

alty ; and who has for manyyears past been the enviable

and elevated rib of a celebrated four-in-hand Baronet

of the old school of whips, whose feats in driving, and

sporting high-bred cattle, have been considered the

very acme of style ; and acknowledged one of the most

knowing Lads upon the turf, when he led this fair piece

ofthe creation to the Hymeneal altar, who has long

been, and still continues, afixed star in the hemisphere

of fashion."

It appears, then, that few places could boast ofmore

originality of character than that from which Buck

HORSE sprang ; and, from the variety of talents here

displayed, there is little doubt he did not remain long

a novice. As we have never been troubled with any

account to what good natured personage he owed his

origin, we cannot determine ; but suffice to observe, that

little BUCKHORSE and his mother were turned out upon
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the wide world long before he knew its slippery quali

ties , by the cruel publican, their landlord ; which in

human circumstance took place about the year 1720.

Thisfreak of Nature, it should seem, was indebted

to his mother for what little instruction he received,

the principal of which was an extraordinary volubility

of speech ; and from his early acquaintance with the

streets, he picked up the rest of his qualifications.

BUCKHORSE'S composition, however rude and un

sightly, was not withoutharmony ; and although his FIST

might not appear musical to his antagonists by its potent

touch, yet, when applied to his own chin, was capable of

producing a variety of popular tunes, to the astopish

ment of all those who heard and saw him, and by which

peculiar trait he mostly subsisted , added to selling little

switches for a halfpenny a-piece ; his cry of which was

so singular, that SHUTER, the celebrated Comedian,

among his other imitations, was more than successful

in his attempts of BUCKHORSE, and which was re

peatedly called for a second time.

As a pugilist, BUCKHORSE ranked high for courage

and strength amongthe boxers of his day, and displayed

great muscular powers in the battles he had contested ;

and, like a number of the sporting gemmen, was dis

tinguished for his numerous amours with the gay

nymphs ofthe town, more by the potency of his arm

than the persuasive powers of his rhetoric, notwith

standing his rapid improvements of the tongue, He

is represented as a most impetuous character, and his

principal features were, Love and BOXING.

An anecdote has been mentioned of BUCKHORSE,

but we cannot vouch for its authenticity, that he
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was the person whom the late Duke of Queensberry

selected to ride for him, when the Duke won his cele

brated wager against time at Newmarket.

It may, perhaps, be necessary to consider here, (pre

vious to entering into the merits of one, whose scien

tific knowledge and manly display of Pugilism placed

him at the top of the art; renders the character of

BROUGHTON Worthy of particular attention, ) the neces

sary requisite which constitute a Boxer ; the superiority

and evident advantages of the Science that maybe gained

over persons ignorant of the Art ; and the nature and effect

ofparticular Blows explained, that have so often termi

nated battles. It is principally from the pen of a cele

brated amateur captain, who had made it his particular

studyfrom practical observation ; and thoughextremely

plain and intelligible, yet perfectly scientific, founded

on the true principles of anatomy and the powers of

the human system, and cannot be read by any person

without advantage and improvement-towards gaining

a knowledge of SELF-DEFENCE :-It has ever been the

opinion of the scientific, that BOXING is a combat,

depending more on strength than the sword ; but art

will yet bear down the beam against it . A less degree

of art will tell far more than a considerably greater

quantity of strength . Strength, most undoubtedly, is

what the boxer ought to set out with, but without art

he will succeed but poorly. The deficiency of strength

may be greatly supplied with art ; but the want of art

will havebutheavyand unwieldy succourfromstrength.

The strength of man, it appears, chiefly consists in

the power of his muscles, and that power is greatly to

be increased by art. The muscles are as springs and

No. II.
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levers, which execute the different motions of thebody ;

but by art a man may give additional force to them .

The nearer a man brings his body to the centre of

gravity, the truer line of direction will his muscle act

in, and consequently with more resisting force. If a

man designs to strike a hard blow, let him shut his fist

as firm as possible ; the power of his arm will then be

considerably greater than if but slightly closed, and the

velocity of his blow greatly augmented by it. The

muscles which give this additional force to the arm, in

shutting the fist, are the flexors of the fingers, and the

extensors are the opposite muscles, as they open or

expand the same ; yet in striking, or using any violent

efforts with your hands, these different orders of the

muscles contribute to the same action . Thus it will ap

pear, that when you close the fist of your left arm, and

clap your right hand upon that arm, you will plainly feel

all the muscles of it to have a reciprocal swelling. From

hence it follows, that muscles, by nature designed for

different offices, mutually depend upon each other in

great efforts. This consideration will be of much ad

vantage in that artificial force in fighting, which beats

much superior strength where art is wanting.

Theposition of the body is of the greatest consequence

in fighting. The centre of gravity ought to be well

considered, for by that the weight of the body being

justly suspended, and the true equilibrium preserved,

the bodystands much the firmer against opposing force.

This depends upon the proper distance between the legs

which isthe first regard a Boxer ought to have, or all

his manly attempts will prove abortive. In orderto form

the true position, the left leg must be presented some
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reasonable distance before the right, which brings the

left side towards the adversary ; this the right-handed

man ought to do, that, after having stopped the blow

with his left arm, which is akind of buckler to him, he

may have the same readiness and greater power of step

ping in with his right hand's returning blow. In this

posture he ought to reserve an easy flexion in the left

knee, that his advances and retreats may be the quicker.

By this proper flexion, his body is brought so far for

ward as to have a just inclination over the leftthigh, in

somuch that his face makes a perpendicular, or straight,

line with the left knee ; whilst the right leg and thigh,

in a slanting line, strongly prop up the whole body, as

does a large beam an old wall . The body by this

means is supported against all violent efforts, and the

additional strength acquired by this equilibrium is

greatly to the purpose. How much greater weight

must not your adversary stand in need of, to beat you

back from this forward inclining of the body, than the

so much less resisting reclination of it. By this dis

posed attitude, you find the whole body gently inclining

forward with a slanting direction, so that you shall

find from the outside of the right ancle all the way to

the shoulder, a straight line of direction, somewhat

inclining, or slanting, upward, which inclination is the

strongest position a man can contrive ; and it is such

as we generally use in forcing doors, resisting strength,

or pushing forward any weight with violence, for the

muscles of the left side, which bend the body gently

forward, bring over the left thigh the gravitating part,

which, by this contrivance, augments the force ;

whereas, if it was held erect or upright, an indifferent
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blow on the head or breast would overset it. The

body, by this position , has the muscles of the right side

partly relaxed and partly contracted, whilst those of

the left are altogether in a state of contraction ; but the

reserve made in the muscles of the right side is as

springs and levers to let fåll the body at discretion .

By delivering up the power to the muscles of the left

side, which, in a very strong contraction, brings the

body forward, the motion which is communicated is

then so strong, that, if the hand at that time be firmly

shut, and the blow at that instant pushed forward, with

the contracting muscles, in a straight line with the

moving body, the shock given from the stroke will be

able to overcome a force, not thus artfully contrived,

twenty times as great.

From this it is evident, how it is in our powerto give

additional force and strength to our bodies, whereby

we may make ourselves far superior to men of more

strength, not seconded by art.

Let us now examine the most hurtful blows, and such

as contribute most to the battle. This is a most im

portant consideration to pugilists and others, and claims

their particular attention. It is well known, that very

few of those who fight, know why a blow on such a part

has such effects, yet by experience they know it ĦAS ;

and by these evident effects they are directed to the

proper parts ; as for instance, hitting under the ear,

between the eye-brows, and about the stomach. The

blow under the ear is considered to be as dangerous as

any that is given, if it light between the angle of the

lower jaw, and the neck, because in this part there

are two kinds of blood-vessels, considerably large : the



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 41

one brings the blood immediately from the heart to the

head, whilst the other carries it immediately back. If

a man receive a blow on these vessels, the blood pro

ceeding from the heart to the head is partly forced

back, whilst the other part is pushed forwards vehe

mently to the head : the same happens in the blood

returning from the head to the heart, for part of it is

precipitatelyforced into the latter, whilst the other tu

multuously rushes to the head, whereby the blood-ves

sels are immediately overcharged, and the sinuses of

the brain so overloaded and compressed, that the man

at once loses all sensation, and the blood often runs

from his ears, mouth, and nose, altogether owing to

the quantity forced with such impetuosity into the

smaller vessels, the coats whereof being too tender to

resist so great a charge, instantly break, and cause the

effusion of blood through these different parts.

This is not the only consequence, but the heart being

overcharged with a regurgitation of blood, (as may be

said with respect to that forced back on the succeeding

blood comingfrom its left ventricle, ) stops its progress,

whilst that part of the blood coming from the head is

violently pushed into its right auricle ; so that as the

heart labours under a violent surcharge of blood, there

soon followsa cardiaca, or suffocation , butwhichgoesoff

as the parts recover themselves, and push the blood for

ward. The blows given between the eye-brows contribute

greatly to the victory : for this part being contused be

tween two hard bodies, viz. the fist and osfrontale, there

ensues a violent echymosis, or extravasation of blood,

whichfalls immediately into the eye-lids ; and they being

of a lax texture, incapable of resisting this influx of

blood, swellalmost instantaneously ; which violentintri
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mescence soon obstructs the sight. The man thus inde

cently treated, and artfully hoodwinked, is beat about

at his adversary's discretion .

The blows on the stomach are very hurtful, as the

diaphragm and lungs share in the injury.

It is particularly recommended to those who box,

never to charge their stomach with too much food on the

day of combat; for, by observing this precaution, they

will find great service. It will help them to avoid that

extraordinary compression onthe etorta descendens, and,

in a great measure, preserve their stomachs from the

blows, which they must be the more exposed to, when

distended with victuals. The consequence of which may

be attended with a vomiting of blood , caused by the

eruption of some blood-vessels, from the overcharging

ofthestomach: whereas the EMPTY STOMACH, yielding

to the blow, is as much less affected by it, as it is more

by its resistance, when expanded with food .

Therefore, it is advisable for aman to take a little cor

dial water upon an empty stomach, which, it is thought,

cannot fail in proving of great service, by its astringing

the fibres, and contracting it into a smaller compass.

The injury the diaphragm is subject to from blows

which light just under the breast-bone, is very consider

able, because the diaphragm is brought into a strong

convulsive state, which produces great pain, and lessens

the cavity of the thorax, whereby the lungs are, in a

great measure, deprived of their liberty, and the quan

tity of air retained in them from the contraction ofthe

thorax, through the convulsive state of the diaphragm ,

is so forcibly pushed from them, that it causes great

difficulty of respiration, which cannot be overcome till

the convulsive motion of the diaphragm ceases.
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The scientific boxer may, in some degree, render

the blows less hurtful on this part, by drawingthe belly,

holding his breath, and bending his thorax over his

navel, when the stroke is coming.

Strength and art haveboth been mentioned as the two.

principal requisites for a boxer to possess ; but there is

another equally as necessary, and without which no

pugilist can be termed complete-denominated bottom.

In establishing bottom, there are two things required

wind and spirit, or heart, or wherever you can fix the re

sidence ofcourage. Wind may be obtained by a proper

attention to diet and exercise, but it is spirit that keeps

the boxer upon his legs. Without this substantial re

quisite both art and strength will avail a man but little.

In tracing thus far, anatomically, the severe effects

that blows have upon the human frame, and their ulti

mate consequences in quickly deciding a contest , or of

proving seriously dangerous ; little doubt can be enter

tained, but that, by an attentive perusal ofthe foregoing

remarks, persons, in becoming acquainted with those

peculiarly sensitive parts, may be enabled, whenever

occasion requires, to protect themselves from any

threatened danger. This is the ground-work of science,

and which, in the course of this work, the reader will

perceive practically illustrated, by viewing the Heroes

of the Gymnastic Art, and their valorous exploits.

About the year 1740, and upwards, public challenges

of the Pugilists were advertised ; and at the various

fairs hand-bills were distributed of their feats to be

displayed ; and, endeavouring to make BoxIANA as

complete a book of reference as possible, we are in

duced to insert the following specimens:
G

K
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AT

FIG'S GREAT TIL'D BOOTH,

On the Bowling-Green, Southwark,

During the time of the FAIR,

(Which begins on SATURDAY, the 18th of SEPTEMBER,)

The TOWN will be entertained with the

MANLY ARTS OF

Foil-play, Back-sword, Cudgelling, and Boxing,

in which

The noted PARKS, from Coventry, and the celebrated gen

tleman prize-fighter, Mr. MILLAR, will display their skill

in a tilting-bout, showing the advantages of Time and Mea

sure.

ALSO,

Mr. JOHNSON, the great Swordsman, superior to any manin

the World for his unrivalled display of the hanging-guard,

in a grand attack of SELF-DEFENCE, against the all

powerful arm of the renowned SUTTON.

DELFORCE, the finished Cudgeller, will likewise exhibit his

uncommon feats with the single-stick ; and who challenges

any man in the kingdom to enter the lists with him for a

broken-head, or a belly-full!

BUCKHORSE, and several other Pugilists, will show the Art

of Boxing.

To conclude

With a GRAND PARADE bythe Valiant FIG, who will exhibit

his knowledge in various Combats-with the Foil, Back

sword, Cudgel, and Fist.

To begin each Day at Twelve o'Clock, and close at Ten.

Vivat Rex.

N. B. The Booth is fitted up in a most commodious man

ner, for the better reception of Gentlemen, &c. &c.

" Daily Advertiser, April 26, 1742.

"At the Great Booth, Tottenham-Court, on Wednesday

next, the 28th instant, will be a trial of manhood, between

the two following champions :

"Whereas I, WILLIAM WILLIS, commonly known by the

name of the fighting Quaker, have fought Mr. SMALLWOOD

about twelve months since, and held him the tightest to it, and

bruised and battered him more than any one he ever en

countered, though I had the ill-fortune to be beat by an acci

dental fall ; the said SMALLWOOD, flushed with the success
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blind fortune then gave him, and the weak attempts of a few

vain Irishmen and boys, that have of late fought him for a

minute or two, makes him think himself unconquerable ; to

convince him of the falsity of which, I invite him to fight me

for ONE HUNDRED POUNDS, at the time and place above

mentioned, when I doubt not but I shall prove the truth of

what I have asserted, by pegs, darts, hard blows, falls, and

cross-buttocks.

"WILLIAM WILLIS ."

" I, Thomas Smallwood, known for my intrepid manhood

and bravery on and off the stage, accept the challenge of

this puffing quaker, and will show him that he is led by a false

spirit, that means him no other good than that he should be

chastised for offering to take upon him the arm of the flesh.

"THOMAS SMALLWOOD."

" Note. The doors will be opened at ten, and the com

batants mount at twelve.

" There will be several by-battles, as usual; and parti

cularly one between John Divine and John Tipping, for five

pounds each ."

. In this second trial of skill between Smallwood and

Willis, the superiority of the former was again mani

fested, andthefighting quakerretired with a brokenspirit,

and was shown-up as a complete ranter! Smallwood

beat him easy ; notwithstanding his terrible threats of

" pegs, darts, hard blows, and cross-buttocks."

The calls of honour, it appears, were numerous to be

settled , and little time was suffered to intervene from

the following public notice :--

" May 24, 1742, at George Taylor's Booth, Tottenham

court-road, there will be a trial of manhood to -morrow,

between the following champions, viz .

" Whereas, 1 , John Francis, commonly known by the

name of the Jumping Soldier, who have always had the repu

tation of a good fellow, andhave fought several bruisers in the

street , &c nor am I ashamed to mount the stage when my

manhood is called in question by an Irish braggadocio, whomI

fought some time ago, in a by-battle, for twelve minutes, and

No. III. H
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though I had not the success due to my courage and ability in

the art of boxing, I now invite him to fight me for two

guineas, at the time and place above-mentioned , where, I

doubt not, I shall give him the truth of a good beating.

" JOHN FRANCIS."

"I, Patrick Henley, known to every one for the truth of

a good fellow, who never refused any one, on or off the stage,

and fight as often for the diversion of gentlemen as money, do

accept the challenge of this Jumping Jack; and shall, if he

don't take care, give him one of my bothering blows, which

will convince him of his ignorance in the art of boxing.

"PATRICK HENLEY."

Paddy kept his promise, for he so bothered the gig of

theJumping Soldier, that he was not able to move, much

more to jump, for some time : Paddygave him a TIP

PERARYfling, which so completely shook all his recol

lection out ofhim, that he nevertroubled the townafter

wards with any more of his epistolary challenges !

Several other minor fights and trifling events, which

occurred at Taylor's Booth, &c. might be introduced,

to show that PUGILISM was, at that period, rising fast

into notice, and had gained considerable patronage and

support ; but lest that, in pursuing them further, when

more important objects are at hand, it should appear

Asin a theatre, the eyes of men,

After a well-grac'd actor leaves the stage,

Are idly bent on him that enters next,

Thinking his prattle to be tedious:

we shall, sans cérémonie, clear the boards, to make room

for the entrance of that principal and celebrated first

rate performer in the pugilistic art,—
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JACK BROUGHTON :

"Advance, brave BROUGHTON !" exclaims Captain

Godfrey; "Thee I pronounce Captain of the boxers..

As far as I can look back, I think I ought to open the

characters with him : I know none so fit, so able, to lead

up the van. This is giving him theliving preference to

the rest; but I hope I have not given any cause to say,

that there has appeared , in any ofmy characters, apar

tial tincture. I have thoroughly consulted nothing but

myunbiassed mind, andmyheart has known no call but

merit. Wherever I have praised, I have no desire of

pleasing wherever decryed, no fear of offending.

BROUGHTON, by his manly merit, has bid the highest,

therefore has my heart. I really think all will poll with

me, who poll with the same principle. Sure there is

some standing reason for this preference : what can be

strongerthan to say,that , forseventeen oreighteen years,

hehas fought every ableboxerthat appeared against him,

and has never yetbeen beat? This being the casewemay

venture to conclude from it : but not to build alone on

this, let us examine farther into his merits. What is it

that he wants? Has he not all that otherswant, and all

the best can have ? Strength equal to what is human,

skill and judgement equal to what can be acquired, un

debauchedwind, and a bottom spirit never to pronounce

theword enough. Hefights the stick as well as mostmen,

and understands a good deal of the small-sword. This

practice has given him the distinction of time and mea

sure beyond the rest. He stops as regularly as the

swordsman, and carries his blows truly in the line ; he

stepsnotback, distrusting of himself, to stop a blow, and
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piddle in the return , with an arm unaided by his body,

producing but a kind of fly-flap blows, such as pastry

cooks use to beat those insects from their tarts and

cheese- cakes. No; BROUGHTON steps bold and firm

ly in, bids a welcome to the coming blow ; receives it

with his guardian arm ; then, with a general summons

of his swelling muscles, and his firm body seconding

his arm, and supplying it with all its weight, pours the

pile-driving force upon his man.

" That I may not be thought particular in dwelling

long upon BROUGHTON, I leave him with this asser

tion, that as he, I believe, will scarce trust a battle to

a warning age, I never shall think he is to be beat, till

I see him beat."

With such a character, and from a patron so distin

guished as Captain Godfrey, who was no finicking

FOP or empty SWELL, that ran after PUGILISM, be

cause itwas thought knowing and stylish-but had view

ed its effects NATIONALLY, in producing those scenes

of heroism in the field of glory, where he had fought

and bled for his country ;-and who, in his leisure mo

ments, had pructised the science for pleasure and profit

with the above hero, of whom he acknowledges, that

" my head, my arm, and leg, are strong witnesses of

his convincing arm. As I said before, I have tried.

with them all, and must confess, my flesh, my bones,

remember him the best."

It can be a matter of no surprize, after such a display

of the capabilities of BROUGHTON , that he didnot want

either friends or money to put him forwards in the

world ; and it was hinted to him by the sportingworld,

that a more eligible place was necessary than Taylor's
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Booth for their accommodation, and that if BROUGH

TONwould undertake themanagement of such a house, a

subscription would be entered into to defray the expen

ses ofthe same by the nobility and gentry. Under the

cognizanceofso respectable a firm, a building was soon

erected, denominated BROUGHTON'S NEW AMPHI

THEATRE, everywayconvenient and fit for the purpose,

inwhat is now calledHanway-street,Oxford-street . In its

interior appearance, it was somewhat similar to Astley's

Riding-school, with boxes, pit, and gallery, and acom

modiousstagefor the combatants, and which was opened

on March 10, 1743, withthe following public notice :

AT BROUGHTON'S NEW AMPHITHEATRE,

OXFORD-ROAD,

The back of the late Mr. Fio's ,

On TUESDAY next, the 13th instant,

Will be exhibited

THE TRUE ART OF BOXING,

By the eight famed following men , viz.

ABRAHAM EVANS,

SWEEP,

BELAS,

GLOVER,

ROGER,

ALLEN,

ROBERT SPIKES, and

HARRY GRAY, the

clog-maker.

The above eight men are to be brought on the stage, andto

be matched according to the approbation of the gentlemen who

shall be pleased to honour them with their company.

N.B. There will be a BATTLE ROYAL between the

NOTED BUCKHORSE,

and SEVEN OF EIGHT more ; after which there will be several

BY-BATTLES by others.

Gentlemen are therefore desired to come by times. The

doors will be open at nine ; the champions mount at eleven;

and no person is to pay more than A SHILLING.
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The appearance of the above public notice operated

like a death-blow to the feelings of George Taylor,

who immediately saw the impending consequences that

mustinevitably result fromtheimportance thatBROUGH

TON possessed with the sporting men; and to save com

plete destruction, circulated , without any hesitation, an

address, nearlytothe following purport, all over the town;

TO THE PATRONS AND ENCOURAGERS OF THE MANLY

ART OF BOXING.

Whereas, Mr. Broughton , well knowing that I was to fight

Mr. Field, on Tuesday next, the 13th of March, 1743 , in order

toinjureme, has maliciously advertised to open his Amphitheatre

on that day, and where several battles are then to be fought.

To prevent the public from being deceived, I feel it mydutyto

inform them, that the principal part of the persons mentioned

were never made acquainted with such circumstance, and have

no intention of so doing. Mr. Broughton wishes to make it

appear that he never imposed upon any ofthe pugilists who had

been concerned with him in any transaction whatever ; but his

impositions shall soon be made manifest to the world. And to

show Mr. Broughton that I have no animosity against him

as a pugilist, or any jealousy concerning his amphitheatre, I am

willing to fight him, as soon as he may think proper, wherever

it may please him, not regarding, as he loudly sets forth, the

strength of his arm.

GEORGE TAYLOR.

BROUGHTON smiled at this bombastic attempt to re

duce his character as a man, or his fame as a pugilist : it

was like a drowning man catching at a straw. Taylor

had already fell beneath the all-conquering arm of

BROUGHTON ; and the challenge of the former was

considered nothing more than a mere threat, without

any serious intention of putting it into practice. To
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clear up the imposition that TAYLOR alleged against

BROUGHTON, the latter made itappear that he had not

received from the public one hundred pounds, and that

his amphitheatre had cost him upwards of £400, and

acknowledged that he had appropriated a third part of

the door-money for his own individual emolument,

which he trusted was only fair and reasonable: and

that the rest hadbeen shared among the pugilists. This

account proving perfectly satisfactory to the amateurs

andthe public, BROUGHTON was now firmly establish

ed as amanager ; and TAYLOR preceiving that it would

be useless to oppose so powerful an opponent, relin

quished his booth, and was engaged as a principal actor

at the amphitheatre, where his performers soon follow

ed him, and BROUGHTON became in possession of a

strong company. Some plan appearing necessary for

their future conduct, the following

RULES

Wereproduced by MR. BROUGHTON, for the better regulation

of the Amphitheatre, approved ofby the Gentlemen, andagreed

to by the PUGILISTS, August 10, 1743:

1. THAT a square of a yard be chalked in the middle of the

stage; and every fresh set-to after a fall, or being parted

from the rails, each second is to bring his man to the side

of the square, and place him opposite to the other ; and till

they are fairly set-to at the lines, it shall not be lawful for

the one to strike the other.

2. That, in order to prevent any disputes, the time a man lies

after a fall, if the secoud does not bring his man to the side

of the square, within the space of half a minute, he shall

be deemed a beaten man.

3. That, in every main battle, no person whatever shall be

upon the stage, except the principals and their seconds ; the

same rule to be observed in by-battles, except that in the

latter, Mr BROUGHTON is allowed to be upon the stage to
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keep decorum, and to assist gentlemen in getting to their"

places ; provided always he does not interfere in the battle ;

and whoever presumes to infringe these rules, to be turned

immediately out of the house. Every body is to quit the

stage as soon as the champions are stripped, before they

set-to.

4. That no champion be deemed beaten, unless he fails coming

up to the line in the limited time ; or that his own second

declares him beaten. No second is to be allowed to ask his

man's adversary any questions, or advise him to give out.

5. That, in by-battles, the winning man to have two thirds of

the money given, which shall be publicly divided upon the

stage, notwithstanding any private agreements to the con

trary.

&

6. That, to prevent disputes, in every main battle, the princi

pals shall, on the coming on the stage, choose from among

the gentlemen present two umpires, who shall absolutely

decide all disputes that may arise about the battle ; and if

the two umpires cannot agree, the said umpires to choose a

third, who is to determine it.

7. That no person is to hit his adversáry when he is down, or

seize him by the ham, the breeches, or any part below the

waist : a man on his knees to be reckoned down,

TheseRULES may be called the data of Boxing- and

no man , from his experience, was better able to frame

such a code than BROUGHTON . It does not appear,

that any Pugilist previous to, or since the days of that

acknowledged hero, has, generally speaking, ever pos

sessed, eitherin point oftheory or practice, the SCIENCE

in so eminent a degree as BROUGHTON ; and this cir

cumstance is observed, very far from any intention of

detractingmeritfrom anumber ofdeservedly celebrated

pugilists since his time, but with a view of advocating,

if necessary, the superior talents and genius of so great

a masterin the art of Boxing, intending, at the same

time, by way ofhint, that no doubt can exist, but there

1

1

1

D
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still is room left for considerable improvement in the

practice. Most first-rate Pugilists have, independent of

their knowledge of the SCIENCE, a peculiar mode of

their ownin fighting, and which cannot beexactlycom

municated to their pupils, from the want of studious

application, which every SCIENCE so essentially re

quires, before any professor can be rated as a finished

master. BROUGHTON, from the study and attention

that he paid to it theoretically, added to the great prac

ticehe had, not only in sparring, (with whomthe first use

ofgloves originated,)but in hisnumerous public contests :

that he became so thoroughly acquainted with every

minutiaoftheart, as to be peculiarly happy in communi

catingitto his scholars ; a memorable instance ofwhich

will be hereafter shown, from one of his pupils, who,

weighing only nine stone, fought a man of seventeen,

and beat him in the course of ten minutes !

{

Unfortunately, most HEROES OF THE FIST are too

apt toforgetthe numerous knock-down blows and dread

ful bruises which they have received in climbing up to

the daringheight of CHAMPION ! and that one fatal blow

can hurl themfrom the high precipice- level them with

the ground and wrest that hard-earned title from their

brows ! Let them also bear in mind, that in becoming

the mighty CHAMPION OF ENGLAND (enviable

sound!)they appear as a public mark to hit at, and who

ever throws down the glove, whether in possession of

youth in opposition to their age, superior strength, or

science, THEY must pick it up ; and, if they mean to

continue in their elevated seat, wear it.

Few, veryfew Pugilists, have died in possession ofthe

Championship ; and however desperate and chequered

No. III. I



54 BOXIANA ; OR,

the road may be to procure that title the DIFFICULTY:

rests in keeping it. The smiles of victory have often

blinded and ruined many, byplunging them into excess

and gaiety instead of being tremblingly alive to their

future fame. SOBRIETY will provetheir best friend, and

they should endeavour never to turn their back upon SO

invaluable a monitor ; and that in gaining fresh ac

quaintance, which their success will naturally occasion,

they will find no better one than in investigating the

SCIENCE again and again, whereby they may discover

some NEWstop or hit that was unknown tothem before ;

butabove all, letthem endeavour to become acquainted

with THEMSELVES, study their defects, and improve.

them ;-if passionate in their nature, learn to suppress

that overwhelming quality so dangerous to pugilists, for

ifthey cannot view the attacks of their antagonist with

coolness-conquest, then , is more indebted to chancethan

judgement ! Here it was that BROUGHTON proved him

selfso much master ofthe SCIENCE-and so superior to

allhis competitors-as his mind was continually at work

to improve his knowledge in giving blows with more ease

and effect to himself, and in warding off those powerful

attacks aimed at his destruction from his adversary ;

while, on the contrary, they were too generally spending

their time in drinkingand other pastimes, instead ofim

proving themselves and becoming adepts in the art, lea

vingevery other consideration to strength and chance.

----

BROUGHTON, like all great masters, generally exhi

bited something NEW in every performance ; and those

pugilists who had witnessed his contests, and afterwards

entered the lists with him, expecting to find that he

would fight upon the old suit, were most terribly de
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ceived ; as, contrary to most other boxers, he did not de

pend upon any particular blow, although he was distin

guished for giving some remarkable hits, which were

scarcely everforgotten. BROUGHTON, when necessary

in the conflict, by putting in His stomach-blow , has often

decided the battle ; and his lunge under the EAR gene

rally produced terrible consequences to his opponent

the eye ofBROUGHTON was most lively and acute, soon

perceiving the weakness of any adversary ; and his arm,

keepingpace with that valuableassistant, protected him

from the most destructive blows : and his quick pene

tration made him always aware ofany direct intent pur

sued by his adversary, as immediately to render it futile

and unavailing. His guardwas considered so complete,

that his frame appeared as well secured as ifin a fence :

uncommon strength and bottom often fell before him ;

and his expertness in the cross-buttock was great. His

various attitudes in the fight were fine and impressive,

and his countenance always animated and cheerful.

Pipes and Gretting were both distinguished pu

gilists the former ofwhom nobly maintained the rank

of Champion for a number of years ;-but they ap

peared nothing in the hands of BROUGHTON, who gave

them several chances to recover their lost laurels

which proved severe beatings to them, and only tended

to increase his growing fame.

George Taylor, of whom honourable mention has

been made, was an easy conquest to BROUGHTON.

George Stevenson, the coachman, stood up for

the length of forty minutes in a most heroic style to

BROUGHTON. It was a hasty match, and although

BROUGHTON was extremely unwell, sooner than make
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any excuse, he agreed to fight Stevenson without

having that regardfor his preparation, as he afterwards

FOUND he ought to have had. But here his true bottom

was proved, and his conduct shone and admired. The

battle was fought in one of the fair-booths at Totten

ham-court-road, railed at the end towards the Pit.

After a most desperate conflict of thirty-five minutes,

being both against the rails, and the Coachman endea

vouringto get the whip-handof BROUGHTON ; the lat

ter, by his superior genius, got such a lock upon Ste

venson, as no mathematician could have have devised a

better. There he held him by this artificial lock, de

priving him of all power of rising or falling, till resting

his head for about three or four minutes upon his back,

he found himself recovering, then loosed his hold ; by

this manoeuvre, BROUGHTON became as a new man

and, on setting-to again, he gave the Coachman amost

tremendous blow, as hard as any he had given him in

the whole battle, that he could no longer stand, and his

brave contending heart, though with reluctance, was

forced to yield. Coachee was a beautiful hitter ; he put

in his blows faster than BROUGHTON , but then one of

the latter's told for three of the former's. Stevenson

had a most daring spirit , but his strength could notkeep

pace with it. BROUGHTON expressed a very high

opinion of Stevenson as a pugilist.

Jack James, a dashing boxer, and who ranked high

in the annals of pugilism, and a thorough-bred man,

was compelled to acknowledge that he had found out

his master in BROUGHTON. James's wrist, which in

other contests had been considered so remarkably hand

some, lost all its attraction when in contact with the

beautiful athletic arm of BROUGHTON .
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It would be occupying too much space, as well as

time, to enumerate all the battles that BROUGHTONhad

gained in eighteen years, during which long period he

reigned the CHAMPION OF ENGLAND ; but imme

diately proceed to that contest, wherein his proud and

deserved title was unluckily torn from his veteran head

his fame eclipsed-and his future prospects ruined !

We cannot vouch for the authenticity of the follow

ing statement, but it is reported, that at Hounslow

Races, a butcher of the name of Slack, and known as a

good pugilist, had behaved in an improper manner to

wards BROUGHTON, when the latter having awhip inhis

hand, threatened to horsewhip him for his insolent con

duct- Slack's pride felt hurt at this indignant mode

oftreatment to a man of his blood, and instantly chal

lenged BROUGHTON, which was immediately accepted.

BROUGHTON, it should seem, viewed this challenge

of Slack's in rather too trifling a light, and felt per

suaded that the contest would prove so easy to him, al

though he had not fought for a long time, that there was

no necessity for training. This fatal confidence proved

his downfall- the error was discovered too late- and he

was left to regret not following the good old maxim,

that a skilful general should be armed at all points.

On the evening previous tothe battle (Tuesday, April

1750) taking place, BROUGHTON, who had invited

his patronsandnumerous friends to witness the combat,

was rather apprehensive that Slack would not fight,

and, for fear any disappointment should take place,

made the latter a present of ten guineas, not to break

his engagement.

The time of fighting at length commenced, when
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BROUGHTON'S Superiority over Slack was so evident,

for the first two minutes, that the odds were ten to one

in his favour. Slack, recovering himself a little from

the violent effects of his antagonist's blows, made a sud

den and unexpected jump, and put in a desperate hit

between BROUGHTON's eyes, which immediately closed

them
up ; BROUGHTON now appeared like one stupid,

and it wastwo or three minutes before this circumstance

was discovered by the spectators, whose attentions were

attracted by the strange and unusual manner in which

BROUGHTON appeared to feel for, instead of boldly fa

cing and attacking his man at length his patron, the

Duke of Cumberland, earnestly exclaimed, " WHAT

AREYOUABOUT,BROUGHTON-YOU CAN'T FIGHT!

-YOU'RE BEAT!" To which question BROUGHTON in

stantly replied " I can't see my man, your Highness-I

am blind, but not BEAT ; only let me be placed before my

antagonist, and he shall not gain the dayyet. ”—BROUGH

TON's situation was truly distressing-the audience were

disgusted-and Slack, following up this singular advan

tage, obtained a victory in fourteen minutes !—Thefaces,

in the Amphitheatre, upon this occasion, are better ima

gined than described ; but suffice to say, they were of

all manner of colours and lengths-TEN to one had been

laid pretty thick, and the favourite had lost. The above

RoyalDuke lost several thousands, and the knowing ones

were completely done up. Thedoor-moneyproduced near

£ 150 besides a great numberoftickets at a guinea and a

half each ; and as the conqueror was to have the produce

ofthe house, it is supposed that Slack got near £600.

Thus, in the short space of fourteen minutes, alas !

was the FATHER OF BOXING, BROUGHTON, de

-
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prived of all his laurels ! Hear it ye CHAMPIONS !

Weep for the veteran's downfall ! and profit by his loss

-BE NOTTOO CONFIDENT-and remember, that it was

occasioned by one fatal error-neglect of training !!!

Notwithstanding this unfortunate defeat, according to

the opinions of the best informed of that period , Slack

was in every respect, as a pugilist, inferior to BROUGH

TON, and that it was more owing to accident than de

sign, that Slack gained the victory . It was well

known among the sporting men, that Slack was not the

slightest object of envy to BROUGHTON ; as the former

had been beaten by Taylor, and who was an easy con

quest to BROUGHTON. However, it proved his complete

overthrow the Duke of Cumberland, his stanch

supporter upon all occasions, never could speak ofthis

transaction with any degree of temper, declaring, that

hehad been sold, and nothing could persuade him to the

contrary, being so firmly persuaded that BROUGHTON

was every way so superior to Slack. His Royal High

ness instantly turned his back upon him, and, bythe in

terference ofthe Legislature, his Amphitheatre was shut

up. BROUGHTON never fought again . Previous to this

battle, he had grown considerably into flesh, and was

of a plethoric habit, by which his frame was rendered

much softer than heretofore, that the blows made him

bleed at the touch, and his flesh swelled amazingly.

BROUGHTON, after such a sudden reverse of fortune,

retired into private life quite disconcerted and unhappy

-occasioned, it is said, from his Royal Patron en

tertaining so unjust an opinion of him, and became, in

consequence, much dejected .-We cannot take leave

of so distinguished a HERO without remarking, that he

1
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deserved a better fate ; and that the veteran might ex

claim in the words of the poet : ..
"

" So farewell to the little good you bear me ;

Farewell, a long farewell to all my greatness !

This is the state of man ; to day he puts forth

The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blossoms,

And bears his blushing honours thick upon him ;

The third day comes a frost, a killing frost,

And when he thinks, good easy man, full surely

His greatness is a ripening, nips his root,

And then HE FALLS AS I DO !"

JACK SLACK,

Rendered a pugilist of some prominency, by his vic

tory over Broughton, and in being elevated to the

rank of CHAMPION !-He was a man of considerable

strength and bottom : firmly made ; in height about five

feet eight inches and a half, and in weight nearly. as

heavy as Broughton, but not quite fourteen stone.

SLACK was very little indebted to science, and trusted to

a method almost exclusively his own his blows were

generally well put in, and given with a most dreadful

force. His attitudes were by no means impressive : there

was a want of elegance in his positions to attract the

attention ofthe spectators, and be appeared as a most

determined fighter, scarcely giving time to his adversary

to breathe, and bent upon nothing else but victory. He

stoodremarkably upright, guardinghisstomachwith his

right hand, and as if protecting his mouth with his left.

Whenever Slack meditated giving a blow upon any

particular part ofhis antagonist, he rushed in furiously

?
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regardless ofthe consequences of a knock-down blow in

the attempt. It is butjustice to say ofhim, that he dis

puted every battle manfully ; wasabove shifting; and his

bottom was ofthe first quality. SLACK was noted for a

back-handed blow, which often operated most power

fully upon the face of his opponent and it was ob

served, that being so used to chopping in his business

as a butcher, that, in fighting, the CHOPPER proved of

no little service to him in producing victory.

SLACK's first battle of note was with George Taylor,

in 1750 ; but the superior science of George rendered

his ferocity unavailing; and SLACK, after a severe con

test for near thirty minutes, was obliged to acknow

ledge that he had got ENOUGH. It was a battle spo

ken highly of by the sporting men of that day, for a

prime display of science and bottom .

After Broughton's defeat- PUGILISM in the Me

tropolis was done up ; and a period of upwards of four

years elapsed before a battle of any consequence took

place, and then it was fought in the country, between

one Pettit, a Frenchman, and SLACK, at Harleston, in

Norfolk, in 1754.

This battle proved as singular a conflict as ever took

place in the annals of pugilism : Monsieur, on the first

set-to, darted with uncommon fury at SLACK, and

seized him bythe throat, and, for half a minute, held

him tight against the rails, till SLACK was nearly

choked and black in the face ; and it was with some

difficulty that SLACK released himself from this unplea

sant situation .-The next ten minutes the Frenchman

appeared like a blacksmith hammering away at SLACK,

and driving him all over the stage with uncommon im

No. III. K
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petuosity, till at length SLACK closed upon Pettit, and

gavehim three desperate falls ; but during which period

he canted SLACK twice off the stage.- Monsieur began

to appear shy of SLACK's method of throwing, and ran

in upon the latter and seized him by the hams-and

tumbled him down, by which means SLACK fell easy. A

Guinea to a Shilling was the odds against SLACK after

they had been fighting eighteen minutes, when at the

commencement of the fight it was four to one in his

favour. SLACK now changed his method of attack, and

followed the Frenchman up so close, that he had no op

portunity of running in at him, but was compelled to

stand up and fight ; when SLACK closed one of his eyes,

and disfigured his face in a shocking manner. Pettit's

wind began now to fail him, and SLACK was recovering

his strength fast, when the odds were shifting rapidly on

his side. Pettit once more got a little advantage and

threw SLACK Over the rails-but, in going over, SLACK

put in a desperate blow under the ribs ofthe Frenchman,

that made him cry peccavi. SLACK was not long in

mounting the stage ; but Monsieur was so panic struck,

that he brushed off with all the haste imaginable, never

stopping to look back after his opponent. It was the

opinion of the spectators, that Pettit was full strong

when he bolted. The battle lasted twenty-five minutes,

perfectly ridiculous at times, and equally dreadful by

The Frenchman not returning to finish the con

test, SLACK was declared the conqueror, and drew the

first ten guineas out of the box.

turns.

About a twelvemonth after this fight, one Cornelius

Harris, a collier, from Bristol, cha llenged SLACK for

one hundred guineas. Harris proved himself a good
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bit ofstuff, teazed the CHAMPION a great deal, and

disputed the ground manfully ;-but SLACK's experi

ence was too much for him, and, after a severe set-to

for twenty minutes, Harris gave in.

SLACK now laid by in peace for upwards of four

years, till one Morton, of Acton-Wells, had the teme

rity to call the Champion out to the field of honour,

for fifty pounds. SLACK accepted the challenge with

alacrity, and the moment of decision arrived, when

Morton showed himself a good bottomedman, and kept

the game alive for thirty-five minutes, in astyle of great

excellence. SLACK had his work to do ; but ultimately

was declared the victor.

Ten years had now elapsed since SLACK had van

quished the renowned Broughton, and held the title of

CHAMPION but the honour was dazzling, and another

hero put in his claim for the towering prize. SLACK'S

fame was well established ; and here Royalty was once

more busy in the pugilistic scene, by Broughton's old

patron, the Duke of Cumberland, stepping forward ,

and backing him for one hundred pounds against one

Bill Stevens, a nailer, whom the Duke of York took

under his patronage. The Haymarket was the scene of

action, and a stage was erected in the Tennis-court,

James-street. SLACK entered the field with all the

confidence of a veteran, and was acknowledged to have

the advantage in the first partof the battle ; but the

Nailer, with an arm like iron, received the ponderous

blows of his antagonist on his left with ease, while with

his right arm he so punished the CHAMPION's nob, that

he knocked off the title- picked it up, and wore it!

Thus fell the hitherto mighty SLACK !
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SLACK now returned to his business as a butcher,

and opened a shop near Covent-garden ; and, being

a public man, the curiosity of the people in going

tosee a great fighter, brought him considerable custom .

SLACK had anumberofaccidental skirmishes in his visits

to fairs and other places ofamusement, and was fond of

whathetermed " givingthe natives a smallTASTE ;" but

atacountry fair, affronting (what now is styled) aJohnny

Raw, who, on the impulse of the moment, gave the

CHAMPION, for his bit of fun, a prime lick on thesmel

lers, whichratherdisconcerted SLACK, who, thinkinghe

had got a mere plaything, immediately put in one of his

best hits as afinisher ; but he was mistaken, and a regu

lar set-to commenced. Johnny Raw, being a fine athletic

young man, and plenty of pluck, fell upon SLACK as if

he had been threshing corn, and positively would havè

soon served out the CHAMPIONbut SLACK, now per

ceiving that he had picked up a troublesome customer, re

sorted tothe followingmanœuvre, byway ofintimidating

Johnny, cried out, with some degree of emphasis,

"What! a chaw bacon attempt to beat JACK SLACK !"

This stratagem had the desired effect upon the nerves of

the unsuspectingcountryman, who simplythoughtitim

possible that he should be able to conquer so renowned

a hero, exclaimed-" Dang it, what have I been fiten

with that noted mon, SLACK- no, no, I moant have

no more to dowith he !" and instantly gave up the con

test ; though, in all probability, SLACK would have

been drubbed most soundly !

The above anecdote reminds us ofa number of simi

lar circumstances (which have induced us to offer the

following remarks, with the most friendly intention,
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trustingthey may operate as a useful hint in future) that

have taken place at various times, occasioned by wanton,

foolish young men, who, being in possession of consi

derable strength, and knowing how to fight a little,

(and even some celebrated PUGILISTS, who ought to

known better,) have been guilty of taking up liquor in

strange company, and drinking of it that has not be

longed to them, merely, as it is termed, for a lark ; and

which upon being resented as a most gross affront, by.

the persons who have been thus insulted, from their not

beingableto contend with suchpowerful opponentshave

frequently gotbeaten in the bargain. Such acts are most

grievous indeed, and, consequently, brings PUGILISM

into disgrace ; but, surely, men who are gifted with only

a trifling share of common sense must be well aware

that such conduct is truly despicable ; and if they have

the smallest intention ofbeing respected in society, they

will never take such unwarrantable liberties, in sporting

with the feelings of the harmless and unoffending

stranger. No Englishman will PASSIVELY put up with

such treatment- so derogatory to the character of a

Briton !

" O'tis excellent

To have a giant's strength ; but it is tyrannous

To use it like a GIANT !"A

GEORGE TAYLOR,

Although defeated by the Champion Broughton, yet

he stood high upon the list as a prime article, in van

quishing the mighty Slack and other Pugilists of note ;
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and rendering himself popular in succeeding FIG as

master of the Amphitheatre-that we cannot pass over

his last set-to without respectful mention ; and by placing

him in a proper situation after those renowned heroes.

The noted Tom Faulkener, celebrated for his knowledge

of cricket and pugilism, and who had been twice milled

by GEORGE, yet still thought there was another chance

left, and, therefore, challenged TAYLOR for two hun

dred guineas and the door-money. TAYLOR, who had

grown old in the service, and now kept the Fountain

Tavern, Deptford, where he lived in peaceand quietness,

serving his customers, smoking his pipe, and recounting

o'er his battles-yet the pluck still remained, and he ac

cepted the challenge without hesitation. It was to be

decided near St. Alban's, in Hertfordshire. Faulkener,

although the odds were much against him, sported all

he possessed, and felt confident of winning. The com

batants knew each other, and that no time should be

lost upon either side, it was a complete HAMMERING

set-to. For the first twelve or thirteen rounds Faulkener

waspunished most dreadfully, and floored several times,

without knocking down his antagonist. The fourteenth

round proved a proper trial of skill and strength ; at

length, Faulkener levelled TAYLOR, when the odds

began to drop a little, and Faulkener was getting into

favour. GEORGE, finding that his man gained upon

him, began to shift, and fell now and then without a

blow, which occasioned considerable murmuring, and

the friends of Faulkener insisted that he had won the

battle : but Faulkener was above taking any advantage

and wished to fight it out. The combatants set-to

more furious than ever-and the knowing ones were

1
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puzzled how to sport their cash with any degree of cer

tainty,the chances were so various , and the conquest so

doubtful. TAYLOR, inspired with the thoughts of his

former victories, and his fame, fought likea HERO thirst

ing after more glory ; and Faulkener, recollecting that

it must either make or break him, stood up like a LION,

without a particle of fear. The spectators were asto

nished at the intrepidity displayed. After a most ter

rible conflict of an hour and seventeen minutes, the ve

teran GEORGE TAYLOR blushedto acknowledge that he

was conquered. Greater courage and skill could not be

displayed ; and it was entertained by the sporting men,

that had not TAYLOR laboured under the manifest dis

advantage of an eye, (which he had been blind of for

some years,) Faulkener could never have beat him ; as

the contest was only put an end to by TAYLOR's having

the other eye closed from a dreadful blow given by

Faulkener upon it. Neither of the combatants were

able to walk off the ground. TAYLOR died in three

months after this set-to.

EDWARD HUNT,

The celebrated pupil of Broughton, (whom we have

alluded to in a former part of this work,) was a most

distinguished pugilist ; and, like his great master, a

first-rate scientific artist . Thorough-bred in bottom, and

well acquainted with the arcana of boxing, he acquired

great reputation in conquering men twice his weight.

HUNT was ofa size that must be considered little for a

boxer, being scarcely five feet five inches in height,
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and his weight not above eight stone and a half. He had

nocompetitors of his own size, and, consequently, was

generally overmatched-his rich display of the art

with one Hawksley, a life-guardsman, in 1746, com

pletely established his fame. HUNT, on the set-to with

theguardsman, (who weighed seventeen stone,) appeared

like a boy to Hawksley's weight and height, that the

odds were ten to one against him ; but HUNT was not

the least intimidated by the disparagement between

him and his lofty opponent, and stood up to Hawksley

as prime as a game-cock ; for the idea of shifting he

spurned, and never fell without a knock-down blow.

He so confused Hawksley bythe various attitudes he as

sumed during the fight, that he punished the guardsman

in the most effectual manner, and soon changed the

oddsin his favour. HUNT's knowledge ofthe SCIENCE

was so manifest, that he stopped the heavy blows aimed

at his head or body, by his powerful antagonist, with

apparent ease, and returned instantly a desperate hit.

The guardsman could do nothing with him ; and after

a severe beating, which he got in the short space of

ten minutes, Hawksley left HUNT in possession of the

field . It was supposed, if HUNT had weighed about

twelve or thirteen stone, no pugilist at that period

would have stood any chance with him.

In the course of a twelvemonth after this time, a

match was made for one hundred and fifty guineas

between HUNT and Tom Smallwood of great pugi

listic notoriety. Such a battle had not been seen for

some time-here was science against science, and bottom

against bottom. The sporting world expected much

from this meeting, and, in the event of it, were not de
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ceived,knowing both the articlesto be thorough game !

The scene of action was upon a stage erected at Houn

slow, and for the first half hour the spectators did not

know how to lay their money,-it was diamond cut dia

mond! NED's strength began now to be on the decline ,

and Smallwood, being the heaviest man, threw HUNT

very often ; but still the game was not to be taken out

ofhim easily, and HUNT continued the fight for near

an hour before Smallwood was declared the conqueror.

Notwithstanding NED experienced a defeat, his cha

racter was not in the least tarnished as a finished pugi

list-his SCIENCE was universally admired, and his

friends were only sorry that his frame was not strong

enough to operateas a second to somuch spirit and art.

HUNT distinguished himself considerably in all the

battles he fought, and particularly in those where vic

tory was against him ; feeling anxiously to establish a

good character as a Boxer. He had a most desperate

conflict, for upwards of an hour, with one Dick Mills,

but was compelled to GIVE IN. Considerable sums

were lost upon HUNT in this battle.

BILL STEVENS-the Nailer.

A most tremendous Boxer, and, at one period of his

life, beat all before him-whoalso conquered the famous

Slack; and, from his skill and uncommon strength,

might, in all probability, have retained the title of

Champion till he had made his grand exit off the stage,

or, at least, for a considerable number of years ; but

want ofprinciple blighted his prospects, and ruined his

No. IV.
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character as a Pugilist. His conquests, at one time, it

is said, were so numerous, that he sat down, like the

great ALEXANDER, weeping that he had no more heroes

to overcome ! But gold, powerful gold, seduced him

from his honesty ; and ever afterwards, as he most

justly deserved to be, was without a friend or patron

to back him. However, notwithstanding all his fail

ings, STEVENS was considered a most desperate pu

nisher ; and whenever inclination prompted him so

to do, he could serve it out in the first style of finished

excellence ! His Championship was but of short dura

tion, owing to his treachery.

STEVENS fought a terrible battle in 1760, against

one Jacob Taplin, a coal-hearer, in Mary-le-bone

Fields. The spectators were exceedingly numerous

from the bottom characters ofthe combatants. At the

commencement of the fight, the Coal-heaver gave STE

VENS repeatedly knock-down blows, which raised the

odds upon Taplin ; but STEVENS, recovering from

the powerful blowsof his antagonist, and finding he had

not much time to lose, put in a most desperate body

blow, which brought Taplin down, and followed it up

by several other violent hits. The odds now changed

five to one upon the Nailer, and the contest was soon

decided in his favour. This battle raised his fame, and

itwas but a few months after this time, when he fought

Slack, the Champion-and added more laurels to

his brow.

In less than twelve months, after his name had become

almost a terror to Pugilists, by his beating the Cham

pion, he entered the lists with George Meggs, a Bristol

collier, for 200 guineas, at the Tennis-court, James
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street. STEVENS scarcely knew how to make a fight of

it-and let Meggs drive him about as he pleased ; and

after seventeen minutes in humbugging the spectators

STEVENS gave in. The sporting men were properly

swindled upon this occasion ; and the Nailer had the

impudence to acknowledge soon after, that he was tipped

handsomely to lose the battle, and that he had gained

more by so doing exclaiming, at thesame time, " that

he was as good a man as ever !" The Nailers and Black

smiths ofthe Metropolis were finely spoke to by the loss

ofthis battle, as they had backed the man ofiron, from

his former stanch character, for considerable sums.

It is said, that a celebrated engraving, now extant,

ofa blacksmith's shop where the Nailer had worked, the

men ofwhich hadsported their little cash upon his head,

was taken from their hearing he had lost the battle !

" I saw a smith stand with his hammer, thus,

The whilst his iron did on the anvil cool,

With open mouth, swallowing a tailor's news ;

Who, withhis sheers and measure in his hand,

Standing on slippers, which his nimble haste

Had falsely thrust upon contrary feet."

The fights ofthe Nailer, after the above circumstance,

cannot prove interesting, as he had grossly forfeited

all pretensions to honour :-STEVENS beat an Irish pugi

list of the name of M'Guire, behind Montague-house ;

and was defeated in a battle with one Turner. The

Nailer's last battle of any consequence was with the

noted Sellers, (the conqueror of Peter Corcoran, of pugi

listic celebrity,) in which STEVENS stood no chance

with Sellers ; eighteen years having elapsed since he

fought Slack, his powers, of course, were considerably

on the decline, as a pugilist.
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MISCELLANEOUS PUGILISM .

From the year 1761 to 1783, a period of twenty-two

years, the CHAMPIONSHIP was in a very unsettled

state, and knocked about quickly from one nob to ano

ther ; asthere were few heads that could be foundwhom

the CONQUEROR'S CAP wouldfit for anylength oftime :

-GEORGE MEGGS, who bought the title fromthe Nailer,

had it soon wrested from him by MILSOм, the baker;

TOM JUCHAU soon milled it out of MILSOM ; and the

renowned BILL DARTS punished all pretensions toward

the elevated prize fromToм JUCHAU-when BILL, ex

periencing the vicissitudes of fortune, althoughcontend

ing for the honour of wearing it for nearly five years, lost

it in a desperate struggle with LYONS, the waterman—

here the CHAMPIONSHIP was at a stand-stillfor a short

time when DARTS had once more an opportunity of

gaining it with PETER CORCORAN ; but PETER grasped

it so hard and fast, that it was seven_long years before

they could get it out of his hands ; at length one

HARRY SELLERS got possession of the TITLE, but, if

report speaks true, he paid for it ; and who knew its

value so very little, as to let FEARNS, an Irish boat

swain, carry it off in less than five minutes ! Thus was

the CHAMPIONSHIP badgered about - till TOM

JOHNSON appeared, and put in his claim to support

it with true courage and dignity. Toм soon tried on the

CAP OF HONOUR, and it appeared to fit him so tight

and well, that many a brave fellow, for a long time,

endeavoured to knock it off-but without effect !
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In order to prevent any chasm in the History of

Pugilism, although many ofthe battles may be ofin

ferior note, yet still we deem it perfectly necessary to

insert trifling accounts ofthem .

TOM FAULKENER,

Who beat the veteran George Taylor, fought

with Joe Eames (brother to Jack James, celebrated

at Broughton's School, ) at Putney, in Surrey, upon a

stage erected in a field . The odds at setting-to were

considerably in favour of James, and continued to

increase during the fight. FAULKENER appeared to

stand no chance with Joe, as the latterfloored him

every round. FAULKENER at length brought down

his antagonist, when James immediately gave in, to

the great indignation of the spectators. The battle.

was for one hundred pounds, and the sporting world

considered it to be little short of a CROSS !

GEORGE MEGGS,

Ofno particular note as a Pugilist, except beating

the Nailer. He received instruction from Slack, and

fought with Milsom, the baker, at Calne, in Wiltshire,

for forty minutes, which was well contested, but Mil

som was declared the conqueror. MEGGS was not

satisfied, and demanded another trial, when Milsom

beat him easy the second time.

PARSITT MEGGS, brother to the above Pugilist,

also tried it on with Milsom, but, in the event, got a

severe beating.
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TOM JUCHAU-the Paviour,

A most excellent bit of flesh, and a glutton of the first

mould, was matched against Charles Coant, a butcher,

for a considerable sum ; the battle was decided at

Guildford, in Surrey, and, on the set-to, the odds were

high upon the Butcher, who kept increasing them for

the first half hour, that JUCHAU could scarcely put in

a blow to do any harm to his antagonist. The Butcher

kept getting on in such superior style, that they were

all betters and no takers. A fair opportunity now offer

ing, JUCHAU put in a desperate body-blow, which le

velled this prime cove, when the odds began to move

directly, and the next round JUCHAU followed up his

`advantage so quickly, that the bets became even. Ju

CHAU now showed offin such a spirited manner, putting

in his blows right and left, that Coant, in a few rounds

more, was compelled to cry stop, and JUCHAU pro

nounced Conqueror ; the fight lasted near fifty minutes.

Milsom, who had beat the temporary Champion

Meggs, now entered the field with JUCHAU, near St.

Alban's. Milsom by no means disgraced himself in the

contest ; but was under the necessity of allowing Ju

CHAU to be his master. The Paviour was now con

sidered a first-rate man, and soon matched himself

against some ofthe most distinguished Pugilists.

BILL DARTS- the Dyer,

Of no mean rank as a Boxer, and considered one of

the most desperate hitters of his time-plenty of

1
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strength, good pluck, and not destitute of science, was

backed to fight Tom Juchau, at Guildford, for one thou

sand guineas ! The Paviour had been tried, and not

found wanting ; and DARTS was known to be thorough

GAME . The sporting men anticipated a fine display of

the art, and, in the event, were not disappointed. One

thousand guineas were dazzling indeed-and they both

entered the field with uncommon gaiety, determined

upon victory. The contest was long and doubtful- the

odds continually varying and, after a most dreadful

struggle, DARTS came off victorious.

A West-country Bargemau, celebrated for strength,

challenged BILL DARTS, after his successful contest

with Juchau, for one hundred pounds. Dogget was the

hero ofthe country, and, from his great prowess, flat

tered himself he could make an easy conquest of

DARTS ; but, in the field of battle, he experienced so

many severe darts from his antagonist, that he was

quickly slain. Dogget acknowledged that he was the

worst customer he had ever met with.

A butcher, who felt rather anxiously for a taste of

DARTS' quality, called him out to the plains ofhonour ;

but Swansey, the butcher, was soon cut up.

BILL DARTS nowwent onswimmingly, and kind For

tune had smiled upon him in all his adventures ; but

BILL was envied, and a Waterman was determined to

try ifhecould not row in the same lucky boat with him .

Lyons, therefore, sent him a challenge, to fight at King

ston-upon-Thames, which BILL, upon receiving, was too

gay to refuse. The time was appointed, and the set-to

commenced. For the first twenty-five minutes the Wa

terman's scull was knocked about as if it did not belong
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to him , and the odds were ten to one upon DARTS ; but

the tide soon turning, the Waterman pulled up at every

stroke, and, in the course of twenty minutes afterwards,

DARTS was completely distanced . This battle afforded

considerable amusement to the amateurs ; and both the

Pugilists got great praise ; but it does not appear that

Lyons fought much after this contest-giving DARTS

an opportunity of regaining his laurels.

Notwithstanding that BILL DARTS was defeated by

this able Waterman, he soon had the temerity to enter

the lists with a more terrible opponent-Death! (so de

nominated for his singularly pale face when fighting, a

Pugilist of great renown, and one of Broughton's

principal favourites). It was supposed that Death had

fought more battles than any boxer in England ; was a

neat, tight-made man , weighing about twelve stone, pos

sessing uncommon agility, but not much strength ;

thorough bottom, and never nice in being overmatched.

He was considered the best sparrer of his time, and had

made the SCIENCE his study. Steven Oliver (for that

was his real name) was no trifling antagonist for

DARTS to contend with ; but then Oliver was going

fast down hill, and twenty years had elapsed since his

patron Broughton had left the field. It was a well

contested battle ; and it was supposed by the sporting

world, that there was never more strength, science, and

bottom, shown in any set-to than that between DARTS

and Death ! Oliver, tough as bell-wire, struggled hard

to hear the pleasing sound of victory once more grace

his listening ear, but in vain- DARTS put in such tre

mendous blows, that Oliver was compelled to GIVE IN

-thus, for once, was Death defeated !

1
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BATTLES

(Contested at various Times, although not very important, yet necessary

render the Connexion complete to the Time when TOMJOHNSON

commenced Champion)

IN WHICH

THE FOLLOWING PUGILISTS WERE ENGAGED :

..

GEORGE RING,

JACK WARREN,

ABRAHAM DA COSTA,

ISAAC MOUSHA,

JEMMY, the Postman,

WILLIAM SMALL,

PETER EDWARDS,

TOM NICHOLS,

BILL JOYCE, &c.

I "

JACK SHEPHERD,

JOHN WHITE,

DENNIS KELLYHORN,

OLIVER, ALIAS DEATH,

PHILIP JUCHAU,

HARRY PAYNE,

JACK LAMB,

JOHN PEARCE,

CHARLES COANT,

In commencing this EPITOME OF PUGILISM, to

wardscompleting the above period, the valorous deeds of

JACK LAMB,the plasterer, stand most prominent :-his

name was far from indicating his character, as MEEK

NESS was not in his composition. JACK was a good se

cond-rate pugilist, and was not afraid of his canvas.–

PAYNE, the carpenter, challenged LAMB for twenty

pounds ; whenthe battle was decided in (a celebrated

placeforminorpugilists) Islington-Hollow.The fight was

well-contested, and the odds were in favour of PAYNE ;

but intheevent ofthe conflict Master Chipwasdefeated .

JEMMY,the postman, well known for a bit ofblood in

the fighting world, entered the field with LAMB. Con

siderable sums were sported on the issue of this contest,

and Moorfields were half filled with spectators. It was '

a complete mill on both sides, and, after a hammering

ofnear fifty minutes, they both agreed to sheer off !

No. IV. M

g
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LAMB was getting rather an object ofjealousy among

the inferior milling coves, and challenges came in upon

him thick :-SIMPSON, a carman, who felt alittle pride

in the pugilistic way, fought LAMB upon Bethnal-green ;

but the Knight of the Whip soon acknowledged thatthe

Lamb was too tough forhim . ISAAC MOUSHA, at Step

ney, and ABRAHAM DA COSTA, in Moorfields, two of

the tribe of Israel, wished to take the conceitout ofJACK ;

but they were most terribly disappointed in not finding

the LAMB quite so tender as they imagined, by his pro

ving, what they did not like-a PRIME piece ofpork !

But LAMB had now got quite unruly, and began to

challenge in his turn , and offeredfifty pounds to thirty to

beat a SHEPHERD of some experience. The LAMB was

the favourite, and the odds were sported high upon his

head ; but the SHEPHERD, who knewhow to manage a

flock, in the event chastised the LAMB for his daringte

merity, in forty minutes, so as not to be able to run

away any more from the SHEPHERD. LAMB was car

ried out of SAMPSON'S Riding-school, Islington,

nearly lifeless !

CHARLES COANT and the above JACK SHEPHERD

had a most desperate set-to, at Barnet, for upwards of

thirty minutes ; when SHEPHERD proved the conqueror.

An Hibernian pugilist, ofthe name ofJoyce, fought

a battle at Mill-hill, near Hendon, with NICHOLS, &

butcher ; the latter was but a small-made man, and

JOYCE possessing considerable strength and fame, the

odds were veryhigh in his favour. But bets are very de

ceiving frequently, and so they proved in this instance ;

for in the first round NICHOLS put in such a desperate

blow onthe face of his antagonist, as to break JOYCE's
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jaw-thefightwas soon over afterthis circumstance, and

the sweaters and trainers were completely in the basket!

Two Sons of St. Crispin, JACK PEARCE and JACK

WHITE, who felt some thirst for pugilistic honours , had

aset-to fortwenty pounds, at the Riding- school, Isling

ton. The Heroes of the Last were showing off in prime

style-several knock-down blows were the consequence

of their efforts, and PEARCE was going on fast for vic

tory, when an unmannerly fellow, with a staff in his

hand, put an end tothe contest, by showing his autho

rity, to the no small disappointment of the spectators,

and the chagrin of PEARCE . However, they chose a

more favourable opportunity to settle this honourable

reckoning, at a town in Essex, when WHITE, unex

pectedly, was the conqueror.

A most obstinate battle was contested opposite

Bethlehem-gates, Moorfields, between JACKWARREN,

a butcher, andthe coachman, PHILIP JUCHAU, for ten

pounds, which terminated most fatally to the latter !

The success was alternate, and great bottom displayed,

when, unfortunately, WARREN gave JUCHAU a cross

buttock, by which throwhe came down upon his head,

and died immediately.

BILL SMALL, a butcher, had the temerity to enter

the lists with the noted OLIVER, better known bythe

appellation of DEATH, for twenty pounds. This con

test was decided at Barnet; but DEATH very soon

proved too much for SMALL.

GEORGE RING, a baker, and who had distinguished

himself as a pugilist at Bath, fought one EDWARDS , a

butcher, at Kilburn-wells . T..ere was no bottom want

ing on either side, and a great number ofknock-dow
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blows were given in the course of the fight, which lasted

upwards of an hour and twenty minutes. EDWARDS

wasthe favourite ; but the Baker proved the conqueror.

SAM PETERS- a Birmingham Hero !

Well known, in that part of the country, as a Pugilist

of some eminence, and who now wished to try his skill

with a few ofthe first-rate millers in the metropolis :

SAM was not long in meeting with a customer to answer

the purpose, and, upon Epping-forest, an Irishman, of

the name of Trainer, fought with PETERS for £30.

The Birmingham lad wasgame, and not easily daunted ;

but Trainer was too powerful, and was declared the

conqueror in thirty-eight minutes.

"
PETERS was not so soon satisfied, and shortly after

wards fought with another Paddy, called Rossemus

Gregory, upon the same Forest, but PETERS, con

sidering himself unfairly used, declined fighting any

longer then ; however, it was but a little after this pe

riod, when PETERS had a set-to with Gregory, at

Islington, in the Riding-school, when he served the

latter out in good twig, in less than half an hour.

**

} CA

-

JOE HOOD-the Weaver,

A Pugilist of considerable celebrity, fought several

battles with some of the first-rate heroes, and in many

of which he had proved victorious. JOE entered the

lists with Jem Parrot, inWhite-conduit-fields, Isling
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ton, who was looked up to as a prime bit of stuff, for

twenty pounds. The contest was carried on with great

spirit for nearly forty minutes, when Parrot, on the

account of a foul blow, left the ring ; but it was de

cided in favour of HOOD.

Dennis Kellyhorn, an Irish boxer of note, fought

with Hoop, at Chinkford-hatch, in Essex, for fifty

pounds, when HOOD was again victorious.

JOE received a challenge from a sawyer, of the name

of Macdonald, to fight for ten pounds ; it was ac

cepted without hesitation, and a most dreadful set-to

commenced. Hoon had no flat to deal with, and it

was upwards of fifty minutes before the Sawyer could

be persuaded he had got enough, which was not till his

Jaw was broken, and both his eyes were closed .

Higgins, a celebrated Pugilist from Birmingham,

whowas the conqueror in fifteen battles, now called out

JOE to decide whichwasthe best man. HooD was not to

be frightenedby his great character, but instantly match

ed himself. Higgins was a bottom man, but not able to

contend against the science of HOOD. The Birming

ham hero took a decent milling before he GAVE-IN.

Peter Bath, from Bristol, fought HooD at Maiden

head, during the races, for fifty pounds. Joe having

pleased the sporting gentryin several of his battles, they

backed him two to one, although Hoon was not in

good health. The fight soon changed in favour of the

Bristol lad, who was in good condition, and proved

too strong for JOE, who, after a set-to of twenty-three

minutes, GAVE- IN.

JOE HOOD had also been milled by a neat, light

boxer, of the name of Bill Day, in Smithfield .
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PETER CORCORAN,

A most celebrated Pugilist from the Sister Country,

was born at Athoye, in the county of Carlow, who took

the lead for someyears as a boxer in England, and might

be said to be the best man of his time ; was five feet

eleven inches in height, well-proportioned limbs, and of

prodigious strength. PETER, from a boy, was distin

guished for his uncommon intrepidity; and was looked

upon in the vicinity of his father's MUD EDIFICE as the

cock ofthe walk! He left Ireland a mere stripling, and

in his peregrinations to the metropolis-Birmingham

chanced to fall in his way ; in which place, through an

accidental skirmish, his fame rose so high as a pugilist,

that it was not long in reaching London. CORCORAN

was accompanied from the sod by another tight boy,

and they being somewhat fatigued with their journey ;

or, as an Irish or English poet, no matter which, most

sublimely and poetically observes :

" They who have money can ride in Post-chaises—

But HONIES that have none, must walk, by Jasus !"

and so it fell out with PETER and his friend, for money

was the lightest thing they had about them—but, not

withstanding this scarcity of the rhino, hunger will very

often intrude where there are no pockets at all—and

a beautiful little shoulder of mutton, hanging at a

butcher's shop, so fastened on the longing imagination

of hungry PETER, that he could not pass it, and in

stantlywent in to know the price. Some difference oc

curring respecting the terms, Master Steel, without any

hesitation, threatened to knock the shoulder about poor
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PADDY's nob ! It appeared that this Butcher was a bit

of a hit-a-body, and well known in Birmingham as a

pugilist, and distinguished for his insolence, and who

flattered himself that he should have a little sport with

these haymakers, as he termed them ; but, inthe sequel,

it turned out somewhat different. PETER, who had not

only felt himself baulked of his beautiful little joint, but

insulted also, exclaimed, with all the fervour of the

brogue, " By Jasus, Mr. Butcher, but you have too

much prate-and for half a pin, but I'd bate the mutton

out ofyour greasy carcase!" PADDY had scarcely ut

tered the words, when the Butcher showed fight, and a

regular set-to commenced-a concourse of people soon

collected, and PETER, with his clumsy thumps, served

out the Knight of the Cleaver in the presence of his

neighbours, and knocked down his consequence as afight

ing man, in the course of a few minutes ; and shortly

afterwards enjoyed his mutton with as keen an appetite

as if nothing had happened ; and the next day pursued

his journey to London.

CORCORAN, upon his arrival'in the Metropolis, com

menced coal-heaver ; but which calling he soon left for

that of chairman ; and, owing to some trifling dispute,

it was not long afterwards when he went to sea, where

the roughelementsgave additional vigour to his athletic

frame; and, from the frequent specimens he at times

had displayed, was considered, for a mill, the first man

in the fleet, and was patronised by Captain Perceval.

When at Portsmouth, he performed a number of feats

of strength ; and one, among the number, was beating

a whole press-gang, and breaking the Lieutenant's

sword over his head. PETER, on leaving the navy,



84 BOXIANA ; or,

came to London, and took the Black Horse, in Dyot

street, St. Giles's, where his disposition was experienced

to be generous, truly good-natured, and remarkably ten

der-hearted. As apugilist-he was a first-rate ARTICLE ,

possessing bottom, which could not be excelled , as he

did not know how to shift, and scorned to fall without

a knock-down blow ! PETER was denominated a straight

fighter ; put in his blows with uncommon force ; and

possessed great confidence in his own powers : his atti

tude was considered too erect, his arms not sufficiently

extended, by which means his guard was incomplete.

But CORCORAN was distinguished for the use of both

his hands with equal facility ; his aim was generally

correct, and he scarcely ever missed the object in view

-and was peculiarly successful in taking advantage of

any trifling neglect in his adversary ; and likewise

celebrated for an extraordinary jumper. PETER had

several scholars, among whom was Big Pitt, well

known for many years as one of the turnkeys of New

gate, a man of uncommon size and strength ; and

being one night at Joyce's house, a pugilist, in the Hay

market, brim-full of conceit, surrounded by fighting

men, foolishly exclaimed, " that some of the milling

coves had taught their pupils so well, that many ofthem

were able to beat their masters !" Upon which Peter

instantly got up, and addressing himself to Pitt,

"What's thatyou say, you spalpeen ! come, come out !"

Pitt stood up, but received such a leveller upon the

head, as completely knocked all recollection out of him ,

for a few minutes, of what he had been throwing-off

about ! and, upon recovering himself acknowledged he

had been most wofully deceived.



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 85

PETER beat one Turner, who fought him for twenty,

pounds ; and, although the latter had beaten the Nailer,

yet, in the hands of CORCORAN, he was soon disposed

of.

In the Long-fields, behind the British Museum,

PETER had a good battle with one Dalton, an Irish

man ; and also with Jack Davis ; they were both beaten.

dreadfully.

A desperate contest took place in Moorfields, be

tween Smiler, the brickmaker, and CORCORAN ; when

PETER was again victorious .

-

The famous Bill Darts now mounted the stage, with

CORCORAN, fortwo hundred pounds, to give additional

sport to Epsom races. The set-to commenced with cau

tious sparring upon the part of Darts, who soon dis

covered that he could not win; and in a short timegave

in! A singular report crept into circulation, account-

ing for Darts losing the battle-that Colonel O'Kelly

(one ofthe most celebrated sportsmen upon the turf,

andwho, undoubtedly, was awake to every manoeuvre in

gambling that could be tried on with any degree ofcer

tainty, either on theTurforat the Table-Play or Pay

Cockpit or Racquets) backed his countryman for a large

amount ; but to make his bets dead sure, on the night.

previous tothe fight, he presented Darts with one hun

dred pounds not even to try to win the battle, butpo

sitivelyto lose it. Surely, no thorough-bredsportsman

could commit such a bare-faced robbery ! And, upon

the best information , we are assured , that Darts, in his

prime, was never halfman enough for CORCORAN!

N

:

+

Sam Peters, who fought PETER at Waltham-Abbey ,

in Essex, was the best man, according to CORCORAN'S

No. IV.
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own account, that ever set-to with him. It was a com

ple hammering fight ; and, at the expiration of ten

minutes, Peters declared he was satisfied ; and COR

CORAN'S body for several days afterwards was entirely

black, the bruises being extremely severe.

CORCORAN, whohad hitherto beat all the men which

had been brought against him, and whose powers ap

peared not in the least diminished, was now doomed

to sink fast into obscurity, from his memorable contest

with Sellers, a west-countryman. There is a consider

able mystery hanging over that transaction ; and it

was, most undoubtedly, at the period when they fought,

October 16, 1776, the general opinion ofthe SPORTING

WORLD, that it was a complete DO ! It being well un

derstood, that Sellers was deficient in science and bottom

when placed in competition with PETER. The battle

was for one hundred guineas, and decided at Staines.

On the set-to, PETER (who had always fought for vic

tory previous to this combat) began, as usual , and drove

Sellers about the stage like a shuttle-cock, and put in

a blow, so powerful in its effect, as to knock down

Sellers, who fell at a considerable distance from him.

The odds were considerably high on PETER ; who,as if

recollecting that he had done too much, immediately

suffered himself, so as to makeit have the appearance of

a fight, to be beat aboutthe stage for ten minutes, when

he gave-in! This contest, if it can be so called, took

twenty-three minutes.-The knowing ones were com

pletely dished, at least, thosewho were not in the secret;

and the poor Paddies were literally ruined, as many of

them had backed their darling boy with every farthing

they possessed . St. Giles's was in a complete uproar,
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with mutterings and disapprobation at PETER's con

duct.

Previous to the fight, Peter's house was almost des

titute ofany liquor, and he had been threatened with

an execution for rent, &c. ; but in a day or two afterthe

set-to,thehouse wasflowing with all sorts of spirits, &c.

graced with plenty of new pots ; the inside and out

painted, and every thing got up in a superior style to

what it ever had been witnessed before : and the very

next morning after the mill, PETER CORCORAN was

playing at skittles at the Blakeney's Head, St. Giles's,

with all the activity and cheerfulness of a man who had

neverbeen engaged at all in pugilism. He shortly after

wardssunk into beggary and contempt, and was as much

despised as he had been before respected ; and was so

miserably poor at his decease, that his remains were

interred by subscription !-reminding us, that

" Honour and shame from no condition rise,

Act well your part-THERE all the honour lies !"

HARRY SELLERS

Was brought into notice by his conquest over Peter

Corcoran. SELLERS was a west-countryman, possess

ing some science, and not deficient in strength ; but he

was not generally considered as a pugilist of stanch

bottom , although he had gained several battles in the

country parts of England. Whenever the fight proved

too hot for him, SELLERS had recourse to dropping on

his knees, and striking his adversary as he fell, by which
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manoeuvre he saved himself many a leveller, and was

able to protract the combat. He never ranked as a

thorough-bred Boxer, nor was looked up to as a first

rate Pugilist.

Joe Hood fought with SELLERS, at Ascot-heath

races, for fifty pounds ; but was compelled to give -in ;

yet Joe, in a short time afterwards, flattered himselfthat

he could beat him, and insisted upon another trial with

SELLERS ; which was agreed to upon the part ofthe

latter, and another set-to commenced : the battle was well

contested, and Joe made use of all his judgement and

bottom ; but SELLERS, as before, proved victorious.

. HARRY also beat the Nailer.

An Irish Boatswain, Jack Fearns, had a set -to with

SELLERS for fifty pounds, and disposed of him in afew

minutes ! The amateurs were so taken by surprise, that

their money was lost before they had scarcely time to

recover from their astonishment, and much grumbling

ensued ! The odds had been betted upon SELLERS .

HARRY, after his victory over Corcoran, was conti

nually insulting the Paddies ; and being, one St.Pa

trick'sevening, at the Black Dog, Holloway-mount, a Mr.

Harvey, alamp-black-maker, was among the company,

whohad a Shamrock in his hat , in honour of that Saint!

SELLERS (who, it appears, was unknown) began sneering

and laughing at Harvey, and observed, " that he ought

to take that thing from his hat, as the conceit had been

completely taken out of the Paddies since their Cham

pion Peter had been defeated !" In consequence of this

insult, words arose, and Harvey, feeling warmly for

the honour of his countrymen , talked about resent

ing such conduct ; when SELLERS immediately offered
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to fight him NINE guineas tofour, which was accepted

by Paddy; the stakes were instantly made good ; and it

wasagreed the contest should be decided, the next morn

ing, in the most convenient field near the house. Har

veywas a tall, well-made man, but a total stranger to

the science ; yet possessing that manly courage which

would notlet him put up with a gross affront pusillani

mously. Harvey was there at the time appointed, con

trary to SELLERS ' expectation, who vainly imagined,

that if his antagonist had found out who he was, that

he would forfeit the money rather than enter the lists

with so great a man ! -but viewing Harveyso cool and

collected about the business, SELLERS did not halflike

him ; and, by way of terrifying Harvey, said, my

name is SELLERS- I don't want to hurt you, and will let

you offfor a leg of mutton and trimmings !"-" By de

powers of Moll Kelly," replied Paddy, " if a single

polate would buy me off, I'll not give it you, Honey !

and Devil may care whether you're SELLERS or any

other big blackguard ; but I mane to give you a good

batingforyour impertinence !"Words were nowuseless ,

and SELLERS finding his fame at stake, the combatants

entered the ring, and the set- to commenced-when the

anticipated fears of SELLERS were too soon realized ,

and he found that Harvey was not to be trifled with.

SELLERS tried all the manoeuvres of the art to puzzle

and exhaust his antagonist-but Harvey's true courage

rose superior to all the attacks of his adversary, and

straight forward completely punished SELLERS in a

quarter of an hour. SELLERS, thus deservedly dis

graced and beaten, soon fell into disrepute and ob

livion,



90 BOXIANA ; OR,

TOM JOHNSON

(THE ONCE CELEBRATED CHAMPION OF ENGLAND)

Was a pugilist of singularly distinguished abilities in

the gymnastic art ; and ifTom was not equal, at least,

he came the nearest to Broughton of any Boxer since

the days ofthat renowned veteran . In the pugilistic

annals, JOHNSON was a hero among heroes, possess

ing all those requisites for pugilism, which rarely falls

to the lot ofan individual, NATURE had given him a

form almost of Herculean strength, which rendered him

either capable of resisting with ease, or in attacking

with the utmost impetuosity ; and he had improved

these natural qualifications by a most minute attention

to ART. His courage was of the finest order, well

versed in the science, and possessed of a native coolness

ofdisposition, that infused into his composition a supe

rior degree of firmness over most of his competitors :

and, added to these great capabilities, JOHNSON had

learned to subdue his passions-that, like the unrivalled

Broughton, when he mounted the stage, he was com

plete in his part, and proved himself a first-rate actor.

JOHNSON (whose real name, it is said, was Jackling)

wasa native ofYorkshire, born in the same year that his

great prototype in the science was defeated by Slack,

and who, at avery early age, came to London, where he

followed thevocation of a corn-porter for nearly twenty

years, uponthe several wharfs leading to Thames-street .

His surprising strength was first discovered from an act

of benevolence, highly worthy of recital-JOHNSON'S

fellow-porter was taken ill, and having a wife and large
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family entirely depending upon his labour for support,

were likely to be reduced to want, had not JOHNSON

immediately undertook (unknown to them) to do his fel

low-porter's work, united with his own. The warehouses

where the corn was deposited were situated at some tri

Aling distance from thewharf, upon a hill, denominated,

from its steepness, " Labour-in- vain-hill," and to which

place Toм carried every journey two sacks of corn in

stead ofone, and gave the money to his family, till the

porter was able to return to his work. It was no un

common thing for JOHNSON, by way of evincing his

strength, to take up a sack of corn in one hand, and

twirlit round his head ; which circumstance heonce did

within an hour after fighting a celebrated pugilist , to

show how little he had suffered in the conflict. JOHN

SON had fought with all the picked men of England, and

whowere reluctantly compelled to acknowledge his vast

superiority. His appearance indicated, when stripped,

more of strength than beauty ofform ; and he was in

height nearly five feet nine inches, and about fourteen

stone in weight; a remarkably round-made man, with

very fine chest and shoulders,and displayingthose strong

loins that few human frames could boast such. JOHN

SONwas by no means a showyfighter, and his guard was

generallyconsidered as inelegant ; hisattitudes appeared

more upon the defensive than otherwise ; in the fight

he was peculiarly steady, watching every movement of

his antagonist with a coolness unequalled ; receivingthe

attackunappalled ; and scarcely ever failingin the return

of planting a most desperate hit. The head was his

favourite object, and ifhis adversary did notpossess con

siderable science, he was in extreme danger of being put
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in the dark. JOHNSON worked round his antagonist in

a way peculiar to himself, that so puzzled his adversary

to find out his intent, that he was frequently thrown off

his guard, by which manoeuvring JOHNSON often gain

ed the most important advantages : Tom was thorough

game, and showed the utmost contempt for retreating;

at the same tiine careful to avoid exposing his person.

too much to the attacks of his antagonist.

JOHNSON's first set-to, in 1789, was with a fighting

Carman, of the name of Jarvis ; and though Toм was

looked upon as a mere novice in the art, yet he displayed

somuch superiority over the Carman, that his fame was

soon made known. Jarvis had milled a few good men

himself but in the hands of JOHNSON he got so

dreadfully beaten, that he was scarcely able to walk out

of Lock's Fields, where the contest was decided .

The Croydon Drover, a man of pugilistic notoriety,

now fought JOHNSON upon Kennington-common ; but

JOHNSON finished him in a very short period.

Steevy Oliver, the noted Death, although growing

old fast, and who had been fighting ever since the days

of BROUGHTON, entered the lists with TOM JOHNSON,

and proved himself a good bit ofstuff-but his day was

gone by-and JOHNSON was not long in getting the

victory. Some thousands of spectators were upon

Blackheath to witness this display of science.

Bill Love, a butcher, challenged JOHNSON for fifty

guineas, which was decided at Barnet ; but the Knight

of the Cleaver was, in a few minutes, so completely cut

up, as to leave JOHNSON in possession of the ground..

Jack Towers, who had overcome Death, thought he

hadlittlemore to fear, and therefore, without hesitation,
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agreed to fight JOHNSON atthe above place ; but Toм

had likewise got the better of Death, and, in a very

short time, Towers was completely satisfied that he

stood no chance with JOHNSON, and so gave in ! 1

Aman ofthe name of Fry offered to fight JOHNSON

for fifty guineas, at Kingston, in June, 1786, which

Tом cheerfully agreed to ; but, in less than half an

hour, Fry got so much broiled, as to be very glad to

put an end to the contest ; and Toм walked off the

ground not even pinked !

JOHNSON, about this period, ( 1787, ) beat every one

that was opposed to him, when it was deemed neces

sary by the sporting world to look out for a customer

who might be able to stand something like a chance

with him. As the metropolis could produce no such

character, Bristol was searched, (the hot-bed for pu

gilists,) when Bill Warr was selected as an article

that could be depended upon ; and he was backed to

fight JOHNSON for two hundred guineas, upon a stage,

at Oakhampton, in Berkshire, on January 18, 1787.

In the first round Warr found out that he had got a

trump to deal with, by receiving nearly a doubler from

JOHNSON, and he immediately acted upon the defen

sive. In fact, it was scarcely worthy of being called a

fight, and the amateurs were not only disappointed but

much displeased. Warr was convinced that he could

not beat JOHNSON by standing up to him, and there

fore determined to try whether he could not tire him

out ; and, generally, when Toм attempted to put in

a good blow, Warr was down on his knees. This

humbugging lasted for nearly an hour and a half,

JOHNSON's intentions being continually frustrated by

No. V.. O
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Warr's dropping on his knees ; at length a prime blow

made him cry out foul!" and he instantly bolted,

notwithstanding the remonstrances of his second to

come back and finish the fight. JOHNSON was now

firmly established as the Champion ; his fame ran be

fore him, and it was some months before any person

could be found hardy enough to dispute his well-earned

title : at length a brave Hibernian chief, who, like

TOM JOHNSON, had milled all his opponents, came

forward, and was instantly backed, when they were.

soon pitted, like two game cocks !

Ryan's well-known skill and bottom stood so high

with the Swells of the Fancy that the odds were six to

four before the fight, which took place at Wradisbury;

in Buckinghamshire, on December 19, 1787. The

seconds were chosen from the first-rate pugilists, Hum

phries for JOHNSON, and Dunn for Ryan ; and even

the bottle-holders were of equal rank, in Tring for the

latter, and Mendoza for the former. The spectators

were numerous ; many of whom were distinguished

for great classical ability. The late celebrated Mr.

Wyndham and General Fitzpatrick, &c. &c. were more

than gazers on this occasion .

The set-to was grand : fear was out of the question,

and science was pre-eminent. It was like unto Pompey

and Cæsar, attended by their best generals to give ad

vice upon the least disorder, in contending for the high

honour of the purple. True courage was never finer

displayed, and perfect heroism was seen upon both

sides. The contest was doubtful in the extreme, though,

at the commencement, the odds were in favour of

Ryan. After the fight had continued for nearly twenty

minutes, and at the close of a most tremendous round,
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Ryan put in a dreadful blow upon JOHNSON's temple,

whichso completely stunned him that his armsfell down

as useless by his side, and was following up this advan

tage with another hit,which must have decided the con

test, when Humphries ran in to save JOHNSON, and

caught Ryan in his arms. The cries of "foul ! foul!"?

now resounded from all parts of the spectators, and the

friends of Ryan instantly demanded the money, by ob

serving that, as long as JOHNSON had not fallen, it was

perfectly fair on the part of Ryan to strike him, and

that the latter had won the battle. Here a general cla

mour took place, during which Ryan, with the warmth

peculiar to his country, indignantly told his second,

Dunn, that he had not done his duty by himas a man,

in suffering such conduct to take place without resenting

it, and, had he not been prevented, would have milled

Dunnupon the spot , his rage was so great . Considerable

time having now elapsed, JOHNSON was perfectly re

covered, and challenged Ryan to renew the combat :

the latter, like a man, notwithstanding it was considered

there was no necessity for so doing, agreed to it, think

ing he could beat JOHNSON. The battle was at length

renewed ; but it was soon perceived that Ryan'sstrength

was exhausted by passion, and he now, in about ten

minutes, became an easy conquest to JOHNSON, by

giving away the chance. Ryan's conduct in the battle

was so noble, and his manly courage and science so

truly apparent, that the amateurs were still left in

doubt to decide accurately wHICH was the best man !

In consequence of this opinion, a second battle was

determined upon, and fought upon a stage near Rick

mansworth, in a gentleman's park, for six hundred

guineas, on February 11 , 1789. It was a contest ofgreat
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anxiety, and the whole of the bruising world were

there, from the Corinthian pillar to the costermonger!

JOHNSON, with his second, Humphries, and Jackson

as his bottle-holder, mounted the stage at three o'clock,

and were immediately followed by Ryan, who was se

conded by a Mr. Rolfe, a baker, and Nowlan as bottle

holder. The set-to was one of the finest ever witnessed

in the annals of pugilism ; the science was displayed

in all its perfection, and the parryings and feints were

as well executed as if they had been fencing-masters

of the first reputation ; the silence and axiety were so

great among the spectators, that a pin almost might

have been heard to fall. At length Ryan put in a

severe blow upon JOHNSON's chest, that brought

him to the ground. The second round, which con

tinued about two minutes, was terrible beyond descrip,

tion- science seemed forgotten-and they appeared

like two blacksmiths at an anvil, when Ryan received

a knock-down blow. The battle was well sustained on

both sides for some time ; but Ryan's passion getting

the better of him, and which was much increased by

the irritation of JOHNSON'S second, in reflecting upon

his country, that he began to lose ground. Ryan's head

and eyes made a most dreadful appearance, and JOHN

SON was severely punished. The contest lasted for

thirty-three minutes, when Ryan gave in. A hat, or

namented with blue ribbons, was placed upon the con

queror's head ; and JOHNSON gained a considerable

sum of money, independent of twenty pounds per

annum, which was settled upon him by his master, who

won some thousands in backing Toм. The door

money, amounting to a considerable sun, was divided.

between the combatants.

C

*



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 97

Brain, denominated Big Ben, was now considered

the only man capable of meeting JOHNSON, and a

match was made for one thousand pounds ; but Ben,

being taken ill at the appointed time, forfeited his de

posit, which was one hundred pounds.

JOHNSON's fame was now so considerably height

ened that he was challenged, in a few months after

wards, by Isaac Perrins, of Birmingham, one of the

strongest men in the kingdom , and who had lifted into

awagon upwards of eight hundred weight of iron with

out difficulty. Few men ever stood up to him more than

five minutes, and he had beaten all the heroes of War

wickshire, Worcestershire, Staffordshire, &c. He had

won numerous battles with ease, was not destitute of

science, and for bottom unequalled . He had " crept into

favour with himself" a little, by sending forth a public

advertisement, challenging all England for five hundred

guineas. Perrins was six feet two inches high without

his shoes, and weighed close upon seventeen stone,

which was three heavier than JOHNSON, extremely ac

tive, cheerful, and good tempered . The odds were

considerably in his favour, and many of his Birming

ham friends sported Two to one against JOHNSON. The

battle took place at Banbury, in Oxfordshire, upon a

turf-stage, twenty-four feet square, railed in , and raised

about five feet from the ground, on October 22 , 1789 .

Bill and Joe Ward were the assistants to JOHNSON,

and his umpire Colonel Tarleton Perrins was seconded

by Pickard, and his brother officiated as bottle-holder,

and Mr. Meadows, of Birmingham, as his umpire. The

combat commenced at one o'clock.

On stripping, Perrins looked, in comparison , like a
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Hercules, and JOHNSON, who, in other fights, appeared

as a big man, by the side of Perrins now looked as a

boy; the spectators were struck with the difference,

and evenJOHNSON's friends began to shake. The awful

set-to at length commenced, and anxiety was upon the

utmost stretch, JOHNSONsteadfastly viewinghis mighty

opponent, and considerable skill was manifested by both

the combatants for nearly five minutes ; Perrins thep

made a blow, which, in all probability,, had he not

missed his aim, must have decided, the contest, and

JOHNSON been killed, from its dreadful force, but Toм

was awake to the intent and eluded it, and in return put

in a hit, which could be ofno trifling nature to knock a

man down ofseventeen stone ! [ Great applause, " Bravo,

Toм, well done, Toм !"] JOHNSON followed up this

advantage for three more rounds with success, and his

science was of great service in puzzling his antagonist.

Perrins now went into JOHNSON, regardless of all dan

ger, and knocked him down without ceremony, and

continued punishing him for several more rounds. Toм,

finding he was over-matched, was obliged, for the first

time in his life, to have recourse to shifting to prevent

his being beat straight forward ; which conduct occa

sioned some murmuring from the spectators, and Per

rins begin to treat him with contempt, by exclaiming,

" Why, what have you brought me here ! this is not the

valiant JOHNSON, the Champion of England ! you have

imposed upon me with a mere boy." Tom's manly heart

felt most bitterly this keen sarcasm , and bursting with

indignation, instantly cried out, " By G-d ! you shall

soon know that TOM JOHNSON is here !" and directly

made a spring at Perrins, and put in a lunge over the

7
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left eye that closed it up in a twinkling, and his wind

likewise getting bad, JOHNSON's friends took the hint

and began to sport their money upon the Champion's

head. Perrins, like a brilliant of the first water, ap

peared not the least dull or dismayed by this loss, but

rallied in fine style, and went into JOHNSON and closed

his right eye in return . The odds began to waver im

mediately, andthe Birmingham men offered to lay it on

thick. Forty rounds and upwards had now taken place,

and the combatants still game. JOHNSON began to be

extremely careful, and to make the best use of his one

eye, finding that it was still up-hill work, and gave Per

rins a desperate blow upon the nose, which slit it down

so completely as to have the appearance of being done

with a knife : odds, TEN to one upon Toм. The manly

fortitude of Perrins astonished all present ; his bottom

was still sound, and undismayed he wentin toJOHNSON,

and endeavoured, by a terrible hit, to close his other

eye. Perrins's friends began to revive, and in a few

more rounds claimed the victory, asJOHNSON fellwith

out a blow ; but the umpires allowed it fair, as the ar

ticles of agreement did not mention falling. Perrins's

frame now began to fail him, but his mind was still cool

and collected , and he had recourse to another method of

attacking his antagonist, and which proved rather suc

cessful, till Toм became down to it. JOHNSON's know

ledge of the science was here displayed in fine style in

warding-offthe chopper and back-handed strokes ofhis

adversary, by which means Tom recruited his strength.

Every round now Perrins appeared much the worse for,

and fell repeatedly from his exhausted state. JOHN

SON had it nearly his own way, hit where he liked, and
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put in several tremendous facers, that Perrins's head

had scarcely the traces left of a human being ! Still his

courage never forsook him, and, had not his friends in

terfered and prevented him from fighting any longer, it

was the general opinion that Perrins would have con

tinued the contest till he had died ! Perrins positively

refused to give out, and was literally forced from the

stage. Sixty-two such rounds of fighting, for an hour

and a quarter, were scarcely, if ever, before witnessed in

the annals of pugilism, The disparagement was spoken

ofas much too great between the combatants ; and, not

withstanding JOHNSON performed prodigies of valour,

bybeating so uncommonly large a man, and was entitled

10 every praise, yet still there were parts ofthe fight that

the amateur could not approve of and the spectators dis

liked. It was reported among the sporting men that

Mr. Bullock made JOHNSON a present of one thousand

pounds, and that he had gained, by the vast odds he had

betted uponТoм, £20,000. Thedoor-moneyamounted

to nearly £800, out of which JOHNSON received £533.

Toм called upon Perrins and left aPerrins and left a guinea to drink

Isaac's health, previous to his quitting Banbury.

A match was at length made between Big Ben and

JOHNSON for five hundred guineas . The former was

under the patronage of the Duke ofHamilton. This

battle, which had long been expected, excited consider

able interest in the sporting world, and bets to the

amount ofseveral thousands were laid upon its decision.

The characters of the combatants stood high ; JOHN

SON,fromwhathe had done, was surrounded by friends,

and the odds were seven to four in his favour. Ben was
1

also well known for thorough game : a most powerful
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hitter, and both hands of equal use to him; hehad also

given ample proofs in town and country that he

might be depended upon, and was not without a host

of supporters. At Wrotham, in Kent, upon a stage

twenty feet square, was the Championship of England

once more to be decided, on Jan. 17, 1791. JOHNSON,

attended by Joe Ward for his second, and his bottle

holder, Mendoza, mounted the stage at one o'clock,

with firm and decent composure ; and almost at thesame

instant Ben followed, with a cheerful countenance, ac

companied by Bill Warr and Humphries, as his se

cond and bottle-holder. The set-to was more furious

than usual upon these occasions, and JOHNSON, from a

desperate blow on the face, fell upon his nose, which

completely stupified him. The effects appeared evident

in the second round, when Ben put in another leveller.

JOHNSONplucked up, and in the next set-to, laid Ben

upon his back. Well as these pugilists knew the science,

they now appeared to lay it aside ; and ferocity was the

order oftheday. Theblowswere dreadful in the extreme,

and given and taken reciprocally ; at length JOHNSON,

in missing his aim at Ben, struck the stage with his

hand, and broke his middle finger. Toмsoon afterwards

became desperate, and with the agonizing idea that his

proud fame was fast expiring, completely lost himself,

and caught hold of the hair of Ben's head several times,

shifted, and had recourse to those manoeuvres so unlike

his former conduct, that disapprobation was publicly

expressed bythe spectators . Ben, aftermilling away for

twenty minutes, decided the battle, by puttingin a most

tremendous hit upon JOHNSON's ribs, and by another,

cutting his lip nearly in halves. Thus was the valiant

No. V. P
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and truly renowned Toм JOHNSON deprived of the

Championship, which he had so nobly maintained for

several years unsullied!

The conduct ofJOHNSON throughout this fight asto

nished his friends very much indeed ; that coolness of

temper, which shone so conspicuously in all his other

battles, here seemed totally eradicated , and his mind ir

ritated to excess. Whether JOHNSON was impressed

with the superiority of his antagonist, or his courage

depressed from his heavy losses at gambling, has not

been ascertained ; but there was a miserable falling-off

in him altogether ! JOHNSON never fought afterwards,

but took the Grapes, in Duke-street , Lincoln's-Inn

fields. The customers proving too flash, the license

was taken away, and JOHNSON once more adrift. He

wasalso routed, by the magistrates, from Copper-alley,

Dublin, from his house not proving so consonant to the

principles of propriety as was wished. He died at

Cork, Jan. 21 , 1797, aged forty-seven years. JOHN

SON complained of the blows which he received from

Big Ben, and attributed his death to that fight.

As a pugilist he was of the highest order ; and, in all

probability, many years may elapse before a second

TOM JOHNSON is seen in the prize-ring. He was,

however, imprudent, and the latter part of his life was

marked by dejection and want !

RICHARD HUMPHRIES,

THE GENTLEMAN BOXER !

So denominated from his genteel appearance and be

haviour. RICHARD was a remarkably graceful boxer,

and his attitudes were of the most elegant and impres
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sive nature. He was about the middle size, strong, and

well-limbed ; and had studied the science with great

advantage. His blows were very powerful, and the

stomach, and under the ear, were the principal objects

of his aim in general, he struck with his right, and

stopped with his left ; but did not make use ofboth hands

with equal facility. His game was unquestionable ; and

HUMPHRIES was considered a most distinguished pu

gilist : hewasso attractive as to revive PUGILISM, which

had been onthe decline for some time ; and on its being

publicly announced, that he was to fight Martin, the

Bath butcher, on astage, at Newmarket, May 3, 1786,

the whole of the amateurs rallied, and the set-to was

witnessed by their Royal Highnesses the Prince of

Wales, the Duke of York, the Duke of Orleans, and

most of the French nobility then in England. A gui

nea was the price of admission, and some hundreds

cheerfully paid it ; which collection was to go to

the winner. Between thirty andforty thousand pounds

were sported upon the occasion, bets were so flush.

Martin was a boxer of some repute, but shorter than

HUMPHRIES, yet a well-made man , and who had seen

some service inthe pugilistic field of honour. The set-to

was distinguished for science, and HUMPHRIES parried

off his adversary's attacks with great adroitness, and

stood up to Martin manfully. The latter was deficient

in distance, and sometimes fell, which rendered his hits

rather feeble. HUMPHRIES was the favourite . Mar

tin, finding that his distance was wrong, went boldly

in to HUMPHRIES ; the contest wasnowprime, and bet

ting equal. However, HUMPHRIES soon appeared the

fancy man, by giving his opponent a most tremendous
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leveller, and varied the odds in his favour. Martin,

notwithstanding, appeared game and fought well, con

testing every inch of ground ; and not till after a com

plete mill for three quarters of an hour, and receiving a

blow from HUMPHRIES which nearly rolled himup, did

Martinsignifythat he had had ENOUGH, Theamateurs

were highly gratified , and both the pugilists established

their fame, but more particularly HUMPHRIES.

Numeroussportingmen rallied round PUGILISM, and

the professors of the science were not without high

and noble patrons. Royalty frequently witnessed the

displays of the art, accompanied by Dukes, Earls,

Honourables, &c. and men of the first distinction felt

not ashamed of being seen in the ring, or in acting as

umpires at a boxing match.

The science, courage, and gentleman-like conduct of

HUMPHRIES had secured him many friends, and, with a

mind bynomeans destitute of intelligence, he became a

realfancyarticle-that when sported upon any occasion ,

he did not failin claiming admiration and respect. But

deservedly distinguished as HUMPHRIES stood in the

boxing hemisphere, a competitor had lately risen up

to share his fame and glory ; if not, even to aspire to

superiority. He was not only a daring, but a most for

midable rival, as his pretensions to pugilistic excellence

wereknown to be sound ; he had been proved, and his

specimens of skill, in the trying conflict, had made a

deep impression upon the amateurs, and it was judged

expedient, by the men of note, that Mendoza should

enter the lists with their favourite HUMPHRies.

Negotiations were commenced, and the preliminaries

beingagreedto ; Odiham, in Hampshire, for 400guineas,
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upon a raised twenty-four feet stage, in a paddock, and

the door-money divided between the combatants, were

the terms and place where this memorable contest was

to be decided . The day (Jan. 9, 1788) being known ,

description falls short in portraying the anxiety which

prevailed upon the decision of this grand set-to, both in

town and country. The first-rate fanciers were off in

thorough-bred style; and no sportingkid that could mus

ter the bluntwas absent ; distancewasoutofthe question,

and weather was no object, HUMPHRIES and Men

doza were to fight, and that was the only consideration.

From the towns and villages near the scene of action,

the country people seemed equallyinterested ; and nume

rous pedestrians were seen in all directions moving to

wardsthe fight ; so that, within an hour previous to the

battle, the assemblage, collected together in one spot,

was truly astonishing and irresistible . To prevent the

combatants from being bilked out of the door-money,

(which was half-a-guinea for each person's admission ,)

the most athletic of the milling race were selected for

the protection of the entrance, and the potent arms of

Dunn, Ryan, and Tring, with little bits of shillelahs in

their fists flourishing about, assisted by other powerful

pugilists, kept for some time thesaucy intruders at bay;

but, as the time drew near for the combatants to mount

the stage, John Bull's anxiety increased beyond every

other thought, and with one desperate effort, like a

mighty flood, swept all before it , that the door-keepers

were soon lost by the violence ofthe torrent, and thou

sands never gave .themselves any trouble as to the ex

pense of admission . All was noise, uproar, and confusion,

for some minutes, occasioned by this sudden interrup
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tion; but, upon the appearance of hostilities commen

cing, their attention was so completely rivetted , that

an awful silence, as ifby one impulse, instantly prevailed .

HUMPHRIES, upon ascending the stage, was received

with loud and repeated cheers, which he gratefully ac

knowledged by his genteel deportment, when Tom John

son appeared as his second, the athletic Tring as his bot

tle-holder, and Mr. Allen as umpire. Mendoza, almost

instantly following, was greeted with the most flattering

marks of attention and respect from the surrounding

spectators ; a Mr. Moravia acted as his umpire, David

Benjamin was his second, and Jacobs his bottle-holder,

and the whole of them were Jews. HUMPHRIES' ap

pearance when stripped for the fight was peculiarly at

tractive, and his fine manlyform wasseen to great advan

tage; hehad on a pair of fine flannel drawers, white silk

stockings, the clocks of which were spangled with gold,

and pumps tied with ribbon. The dress of Mendoza.

was plain and neat. About twenty minutes after one,

every thingbeing ready, the usual salutations took place,

whenthe display of the science was infinitely fine ; much

was expected from two such skilful artists, and thefeints

made by each party were elegant and scientific. Men

doza felt no terrors from the proud fame of his antago

nist , and HUMPHRIES viewed the admirable skill dis-.

played by his opponet with firmness and composure ;

the parryings were long and various, and the amateurs

experienced one of the richest treats ever exhibited in

this noble and manly art : at length, Mendoza put in

the first blow, and recoiling from its effects slipped and

fell upon his back, in consequence of the stage being

slippery from the rain which had fell previous to the bat
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tle ; yet it was ofno material effect against HUMPHRIES,

as he warded it off and retreated . In the second round

Mendoza, full of vigour, went in to his antagonist and

knocked him down : and in closing, in the next, the Jew

threw HUMPHRIES . The odds, which had been much in

favour of HUMPHRIES , were now changingrapidly upon

Mendoza. The Jew, flushed with his success, found

his game all alive, and showed himself off to the best ad

vantage, with all the heroism of a most experienced pu

gilist. HUMPHRIES appeared to make no way against

Mendoza, who had now knocked Dick down six times.

in succession . The Jews sported their cash freely, as the

Christian, it was supposed, must soon be vanquished ;

but the friends of HUMPHRIES were not to be dismayed,

and took the odds greedily. At one time the contest was

nearlycoming to a premature termination, from the cry

of" Foul, foul!" by the friends of Mendoza, who, in

the early part ofthe fight, had driven HUMPHRIES upon

the rail ofthe stage, and while the latter was upon the

balance, aimed a blow at his ribs which must have

finished the battle, but Johnson caught it. The umpires

considered it a knock-down blow, and that Johnson was

correct. The stage was so slippery that HUMPHRIES

could scarcely stand upon his legs, and soon discharged

thefinery from them, for the more substantial service of

worsted hose. DICK now felt his feet, went in with his

usual confidence, and the bets became even. HUM

PHRIES was now himself, and fast recovering in wind

and strength, the amateurs were delighted with his un

daunted courage and neatness of execution. Mendoza

wasthrown, and in fallingpitched upon his face ; his fore

head was dreadfully cut just above the right eye, and his
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nose assumed a different shape : but the Jew's pluck was

good, and in the next round he gave HUMPHRIES a

primefacer,so that the bets were still alive. HUMPHRIES

was gaining ground fast, and soon put in a doubler upon

the loins of Mendoza, one of the Jew's most vulnerable

parts, which was followed up by one in the neck : the

Jew reeling fell with his leg under him, sprained his

ancle, and was reluctantly compelled to acknowledge

the superiority of the Christian. Mendoza almost im

mediately afterwards fainted, and was taken from the

stage. Thus ended this truly celebrated contest, in

twenty-eight minutes, fifty-four seconds, in which, per

haps, there never was so much skill and dexterity ever

witnessed ; nor more money depending upon its termi

nation. The Jews were severe sufferers ; but, although

Mendoza was defeated, his fame and character as a pu

gilist were considerably increased ; his style of fighting

was highly spoken of by the scientific amateur ; and in

close fighting, and as a quick hitter, he was evidently

superior to his antagonist. The advantage was also upon

the side of Mendoza in point of strength of arm, and,

when struggling to obtain the throw, hepunished his ad

versary considerably by keeping down his head. His

guardwas excellent, and displayed a thorough knowledge

of the art, by keeping it closer to his body than that of

his adversary, by which means his blows were given with

moreforce whenhe hitout ; and with respectto stopping,

he was not deficient to HUMPHRIES ; but for elegance of

position, cool and promptjudgement,fortitudeofmanner,

and force ofblow, he was materially inferior. He wanted

also that personal courage, which was so apparent in

HUMPHRIES, and whose confidence rendered him so
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indifferent of himself; but in point of throwing, Men

doza, though not expected, had the complete advan

tage, and the activity he displayed throughout the fight

was considerable. Mendoza contended for victory

with all the style and valour of a true hero.

HUMPHRIES displayed all those superior requisites of

the science, that it is difficult to point out any thing like

an equal to him : his attitudes were of the most manly

and tasteful description, and even in the most trying

moments of the fight, his postures were considered

graceful. His intellectual capacity had rendered him

inore acquainted with the properties ofthe human frame

than pugilists in general; and his habits of life had

tended to make him more conversant and attractive in

society, than fighting men, perhaps, think essentially

necessary. His manners were also conciliating; and

he endeavoured through life to portray the gentleman.

His friends were not diminished, but materially in

creased, by such conduct.

It was extremely difficult to appreciate which wasthe

neatest pugilist in the fight ; so much activity, science,

elegance, and bottom, were displayed upon both sides,

yet extremely different as to character and manner : but

it appearedthat HUMPHRIES, in the defensive position,

though he kept his adversary at a distance by extending

his arms, yet he lost that celerity and power which his

hits must otherwise have effected had they have been

nearer his body.

Mr. Bradyl, well known in the annals of pugilism,

was the patron of HUMPHRIES, and prevented from

attending the battle by business of a private nature ; but

who felt so anxiously for the issue of the contest, that

No. V.
Q
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his servant was ordered to witness the conflict, and

convey to him the earliest intelligence. HUMPHRIES,

immediately after the fight, like the heroes of old,

wrote the following laconic epistle to Mr. Bradyl .

}

" SIR,

"

1

" I have done the Jew and am in good health.

" RICHARD HUMPHRIES."

HUMPHRIES lived several years after the above con

flict, in the capacity of a coal-merchant, in good repute,

and much respected.

Theabove battle brought BOXING into general notice;

and the abilities of the two pugilists occasioned consi

derable conversation at that period, both in the BIG and

Little world. The newspapers teemed with anecdotes

concerningthem ; pamphlets were published in favour of

pugilism ; and scarcely a print-shop in the Metropolis

but what displayed the set-to in glowing colours, and

portraits ofthose distinguished heroes of the fist. HUM

PHRIES and Mendoza were the rage : the modern co

medies glanced at their exploits, and the sporting hemis

phere was quite charged with it. Two such pugilists had

not been seen since the days of the renowned Brough

ton and Slack, and they rose up like a NEW FEATURE

ofthe TIMES ! Boxing became fashionable, followed, pa

tronized, and encouraged . Sparring matches took place

at the Theatres and Royal Circus. Schools were esta

blished for the promulgation of the art ; and the Science

ofSELF-DEFENCE considered as a necessary requisitefor

all Englishmen. Among its numerous splendid patrons

and supporters were to be seen His Royal Highness the

Prince ofWales, Dukes of York and Clarence, Duke

of Hamilton, Lord Barrymore, Alderman Combe, &c.
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BRISTOL HEROES.

" What's in a name? that which we call a rose,

+
By any other name would smell as sweet :"

Most assuredly it would, and we cordially acquiesce

in the justness of the Poet's remark ; being well aware

that valiant men are to be found in all countries , and

that true courage is not confined to any particular place,

colour, orstation. Cowardice has often been experienced

in men of six feet high; and heroism has shone resplen

dent in men of the most diminutive stature. Impar

tiality should be the peculiar feature of all Biographers,

in recording the deeds of the brave, and a love of truth

superior to every other consideration manifested ; that

no wrong bias may prejudice the mind of the reader,

and posterityreceive an account which may be depended

upon. BRISTOL or Baltimore are but sounds to the man

of liberality ; and when an Englishman holds the scales

ofjustice, we trust he will be blind to every other ba

lance but that of-HONESTY. Characters may then be

fairly appreciated-actionsnot too highly coloured from

gross adulation or ill-timed friendship; nor deeds of

valour suffer from malignity, or the baleful spirit of

envy and like the faithful mirror that reflects the true

likeness , neither adding nor diminishing the portrait,

but always keeping in view, " nothing to extenuate,

or set down aught in malice !"

BRISTOL has, for the last twenty years, been rendered

conspicuous from the production of its numerous raceof
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celebratedPugilists-the skill ofwhom, generally speak

ing, have proved pre-eminent ; and whose thorough

bottom rarely equalled, but never excelled . The

CHAMPIONSHIP OF ENGLAND has, at various

times, graced the heads of several of the NATIVES of

Bristol; and two of its most prime Boxers have carried

that distinguished appellation with them (a circum

stance which happens to so few) to their graves !

ANOTHER, whose pugilistic career will long be remem

bered by the amateurs, possessed it for a considerable

length of time, with the most honourable and enviable

reputation ; and, it might be observed, only transferred

its dignity when his stamina was on the decline, and

his frame had experienced the material loss of ONE of

its most principal organs :-and, at the present mo

ment, (June 5, 1819,) it is still in the unsullied keeping

ofa NATIVE of the above ancient city.

This, it appears, from such noble specimens of va

lour, hardihood, and science, is the principal reason

which we can account for that kind of partiality, which

has arisen, bynot only giving importance, but frequently

a preference, to the sound of " HE'S A BRISTOL

MAN!"

BENJAMIN BRAIN,

otherwise BIG BEN,

(who remained CHAMPION till his death !)

Rendered truly memorable in wresting the laurels

from the hardy and scientific Tom Johnson . BEN was

a most powerful pugilist-a remarkably straight and

tremendous hitter-and dealt out punishment with equal

severity from both his hands. His adversaries found
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greatdifficulty in opposing his impetuosity ; and BEN's

particular aim was to prevent any of his opponents re

covering themselves, when at fault, till the round was

completed.

BRAIN was of an athletic make, but not particularly

so as to merit the appellation of Big ! scarcely exceed,

ing the size of Johnson . He was born in 1753, and

in the early part of his life was employed as a collier in

his native place : it washerethat BEN first distinguished

himself, as a pugilist, with Clayton, the Shropshire

man, bythe science and game that was observed in the

fight. A good battle also took place between BEN and

a collier belonging to Kingswood, ofthe name of Har

ris. They were both compelled to acknowledge the

superiority of BEN's pugilistic powers. He arrived in

the metropolis, in 1774 ; where, at the Adelphiwharf,

he was employed manyyears as a coal-porter. He was

a good-looking man, and when out of his business al

ways appeared clean and respectable ; mild and sociable

in his demeanour, and never ridiculously presumed

upon his qualities as a boxer.

BEN's first set-to in London was with the fighting

Grenadier, in the Long-fields, on October 31 , 1786,

in which, had it not been for the assistance of a

medical man, who witnessed the contest, BEN must

have been defeated . The Soldier was a first-rate pu

nisher, and BEN's eyes were so swelled up, from the

heavy blows he received, that he could not see out of

them; when just at this juncture the ring was broken :

during which circumstance the swellings were skilfully

lanced bya surgeon, and BEN restored to perfect sight.

A fresh ring was made, and the combat renewed ;

No. VI. R
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but in the course of a few minutes the Grenadier

gave in.

Corbally, an Irish chairman, fought BEN, upon a

stage, twenty-five feet square, at Knavestock, in Essex,

on December 31 , 1788. Notwithstanding the weather

wasextremelysevere, the combatants stripped with the

most perfect indifference, and the fight was carried on

with determined courage on both sides ; but Corbally,

at length, was compelled to give in.

BEN fought a most desperate battle with Tring, at

Dartford, in Kent. The latter was defeated in nine

teen minutes. See page 298.

BEN, in 1789, forfeited one hundred pounds toJohn¬

son, which sum was deposited in part of one thousand

pounds stakes, BRAIN being in a bad state of health.

BEN received a challenge from Jacombs, a Birming

ham pugilist, which he accepted, and the battle took

place at Banbury, in Oxfordshire, upon a twenty-four

feet square stage, railed in , on October 23, 1789, Ja

combs was a stout-made man, plenty of pluck, and not

without some science. On the set-to Jacombsportrayed

his determined resolution, and went in to BRAIN in

fine style; but whether BEN felt any doubt about the

fight, he did not conduct himself after the accustomed

method of boxing, but was on the retreat, shifting often,

to avoid Jacombs' blows, and fell frequently without a

touch. Jacombs, on the contrary, received BBN's

attacks undaunted. Considerable disapprobation being

expressed bythe spectators, particularly the Warwick

shire men, who were getting outrageous at BEN's mas

nœuvring, BRAIN at length stood up to his adversary,

and showed what he was capable of performing, by

putting in a tremendous leveller, and soon convinced
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the spectators that he was aprime bit of stuff. The con

test was now worth looking at, and heroism was dis

played upon both sides ; when, after a most dreadful

battle of one hour and twenty-six minutes, the brave

Jacombs was conquered. The Birmingham men lost

considerable sums upon Jacombs.

Hooper, the tinman, was now backed to fight BEN ;

butamore ridiculous match never took place in the an

nals of pugilism : a fight it could not be called ; and, in

fact, it was little more than making fun of pugilism.

Hooper was over-matched, and BEN treated him with

themost sovereign contempt. The first round was well

contested ; but BEN put in such a doubler, that Hooper

could never be induced to put it in his power to do so

again. Hooper fell every round without a blow, ran all

over the stage, squirted water in BEN's face, and called

him bythe most opprobrious epithets, thinking that by

such acts BEN might be provoked, andput offhis guard,

and fall an easy prey to his disgusting manœuvres.

BEN received several severe facers from the activity of

Hooper; and had no means of returning a blow, as his.

antagonist, after striking, was upon the ground. How

ever, BEN adopted a plan that all the stratagems of the

tinmancould not diverthim from. BRAINstood up like

a rock in the middle of the stage, and there waited till

Hooper thought proper to come up to him. This piece

of diversion took place upon August the 30th, 1790, at

Chapel-row-revel, near Newbury, in Berkshire, and con

tinued forthreehours and a half: the night coming on

fast, several of the amateurs asked BEN if he should be,

able tofinish thebattle that day? when BRAIN jocular

ly replied, "That it entirely depended upon his anta
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gonist ; and, laughing, observed, " theyhadbetterbegin

the next morning at six o'clock, and have the whole day

before them." The fancy in general were completely

disgusted atsuchtreatment. After what was termed one

hundred and eighty rounds having taken place, and it

being nearly dark, it was declared a drawn battle ! and

BEN walked off without receiving any particular hurt.

BEN's next set-to was altogether as different ; for, in

the contest with Johnson, the blows from that hero

told so severely upon his frame, that his constitution

was materially injured ; and, we are credibly informed ,

that he attributed his death to that fight. Though

BEN did not appear to be visibly hurt at the time, yet

he was never in sound health afterwards : and excel

lent as both the above pugilists were versed in the

science, after the third round, it was downright FERO

CITY, and nothing but death-like blows heard. It

was truly a most slaughtering conflict.

A match was made in January, 1794, between

BRAIN and Will Wood, the coachman, a pugilist of

considerable celebrity ; but death interfering, pre

vented the conflict from taking place : and, on the 8th

of April, in the above year, he received his last knock

down blow ! Upon his body being opened, it was

found that his liver was considerably injured , in conse

quence of the many desperate battles which he had

fought. On the 11th, his funeral was conducted with

decent solemnity, and Tom Johnson, forgetting all

past differences, was foremost amongthe mourners, to

show his respect to the deceased ; Warr, Wood, &c.

&c. attended to see the remains of the Champion re

spectably interred in St. Sepulchre's church-yard.

1

1

th

*
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WILLIAMWARR, (generally called WARD,)

A pugilist of considerable eminence, and expressly

brought to London to fight Tom Johnson ; possessing

uncommon agility, and a thorough knowledge of the

science. But much as his talents were respected, it has

been the expressed opinion of several amateurs, that in

many ofhis battles he appeared somewhat too scientific ;

and thatsomuchshifting appeared more like adeficiency

in bottom, and less calculated to please, than such fine

displays ofthe art. A manliness of style in fighting is

a sure criterion ofgame, it prevents any imputation of

fear, and is always hailed with respect. WARR's acti

vityin battle was truly conspicuous, and his adversary

has often been looking from whence the blow came, he

has been so soon at a great distance after striking his

opponent. Extremely well formed in the breast and

arms ; and about five feet nine inchesin height ; strongly

made ; his general appearance robust, and well calcu

lated for a pugilist. As a teacher of the science, he

possessed considerable merit ; and some of his pupils

have proved themselves first-rate articles. As a second

he was equally good, and few fights of any note have

taken place, but BILL WARR has played a prominent

character in them.

Captain Robinson having a fancy coachman, that,

besides driving in style, could box a little, matched him

against WARR, to fight at Knavestock, in Essex, upon

a stage, on Dec. 31 , 1788. It snowed incessantly

during the combat, and the pugilists were only affected

from its slippery qualities upon the boards, occasioning

more falls than otherwise might have happened. Wood

No. VI.
S
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being but little better than a novice, trusted more to im

petuosity than judgement ; but displayed bottom of the

richest kind. WARR's science was manifest, and he op

posed the violent attacks of his adversary with much

adroitness ; buttheshifting wasthought tobe too promi

nent. Notwithstanding, it is but justice to remark, that

the battle was carried on with great spirit on both

sides for twenty minutes ; Wood's eye was soon closed

after this period, yet he fought in prime style for ten

minutes longer, when, becoming blind, he was obliged

to give in!

BILL WARR andWatson, in theirjourney to witness

the fight between Humphries and Mendoza, at Stilton,

met with an unfortunate circumstance, at the Black

Horse, Enfield Highway, where they had accidentally

put up to take some refreshment. The company in the

parlour were warmly engaged upon the ensuing fight ;

and a respectable blacksmith, of the name of Swain,

speakinghighly ofMendoza, which wasnot relished, and

immediately opposed byWARR ; highwords took place,

and a regular set-to instantly commenced. WARR was

indanger of receivinga good milling, as hehad no room

to retreat, and Swain was serving it out in good stylė,

when BILL proposed an adjournment to a field, where

Swain had a severe blow upon his stomach, that, sun

happily, killed him. WARR was confined three months

in Newgate, being found guilty of manslaughter.

WARR fought Mendoza ; but the superiority of the

Jew was manifested in twenty-three rounds.

A match was made by the amateurs between Stan

yard, a pugilist of celebrity from Birmingham, and

BILLWARR, for 100guineas, which tookplace at Coln
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brook. This proved a well -contested battle for thirteen.

minutes, andWARR convinced his friends that he was

not without game, and stood up most heroically. The

set-to was good, andsome excellent sparring took place ;

but WARR was levelled. Stanyard soon repeated the

action ; but, in the third round, BILL put in one ofthe

severest blows ever heard, which completely broke

Stanyard's jaw at the angle ; yet still the latter pos

sessed so much bottom as never to complain of the cir

cumstance, and knocked WARRdown; and, inthenext

round, followed it up with equal success. In the sixth

set-to, Stanyard excited considerable astonishment, in

holding up WARR by main strength, punishing him

dreadfully, and dashing him upon the stage with great

violence. In the seventh, eighth, and ninth rounds,

WARR experienced tremendous levellers. In the tenth

andlast, a complete milling took place on both sides

WARR put in several terrible hits upon his opponent's

brokenjaw ; and, in struggling for the throw, both fell

down. It was by far the best round, and Stanyard

gave in. WARR received much praise for this valiant

display ofthe art, and, in the weakness ofthe moment,

challenged Tom Johnson to fight, who had performed

the office of second to Stanyard ; but Tom only smiled

at this insignificant threat. This battle was fought on

Saturday, October 27, 1792.

WARR again contended for victory with Dan Men

doza ; andit should seem that BILL entertained an idea

that there was a chance left of taking the shine out of

the Jew; but a quarter of an hour sufficiently satisfied.

him it wasgrounded in error !

BILLWARR died of a consumption ; and his remains

were interred in St. James's burying-ground, Pancras,
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JEM BELCHER,

FROM BRISTOL,

(One of the most heroic CHAMPIONS OF ENGLAND, )

.....

Descended from the mighty Slack, of pugilistic ce

lebrity, and grandson of that renowned boxer. The

family of the BELCHERS have long been distinguished

for their prowess-and the three brothers, JEM, TOм,

and NED, in their various trials of skill, have, in no de

gree, sullied the milling fame of their ancestor. In

tracing the valorous deeds of BELCHER, candour alone

dictates us to observe, that, in findingscarcely any thing

to condemn, we are almost overwhelmed with circum

stances to applaud. Tohim MODERN BOXING is prin

cipally indebted for that extensive patronage and sup

port which it has experienced from the higher flights of

the FANCY ! UponJEM's first appearance as a pugilist,

he wasconsidered a perfect phenomenon in the gymnas

tic art-amere boy, scarcelytwentyyears of age, putting

all the celebrated heroes of the Old Schoolat defiance

their scientific efforts, when placed in competition with

his peculiar mode of fighting, were not only completely

baffled, but rendered unavailing. BELCHER hada pre

possessing appearance, genteel , and remarkably placid in

his behaviour. Therewasnothing abouthis person that

indicated superior bodily strength ; yet, when stripped ,

his form was muscular and elegant. The science that he

was master of, appeared exclusively his own-and his

antagonists were not aware of the singular advantages

that it gave him over thosewhostudied and fought upon

the accustomed principles of pugilism ; it was com

pletely intuitive ; practice had rendered its effects pow
4
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erful, and in confusing his antagonists he gained con

siderable time to improve this native advantage with

promptitude and decision . The quickness of his hits

were unparalleled ; they were severely felt, but scarcely

seen and in springing backwards and forwards, his

celerity was truly astonishing-and, in this particular

respect, it might be justly said that JEM was without

an equal ! BELCHER's style was original ; the amateur

was struck with its excellence ; his antagonists terrified

from the gaiety and decision it produced ; and the

fighting men, in general, were confounded with his

sangfroid and intrepidity. It appears that BELCHER

made his appearance under the auspices of Bill Warr;

and it is but justice to observe that the talents of so

finished a pupil reflected great credit upon that ex

perienced veteran in the gymnastic art.

In his social hours JEM was good-natured in the ex

treme, and modest and unassuming to a degree almost

bordering upon bashfulness. In the character of a

publican no man entertained a better sense of propriety

and decorum than BELCHER did ; and the stranger, in

casually mixing with the Fancy in his house, to be

hold Nature in her primest moments of recreation,

never felt any danger of being affronted, from the

attentive conduct of the landlord. Good order reigned

predominant, and frequently very animated criticisms.

have taken place concerning the merits of the stage ;

and the various talents of most of the first-rate per

formers, who sported theirfigures upon the boards, have

given rise to considerable discussion , in which thehigh

and dignified legislator has been heard to argufy the

topic in the most carnest manner, to convince his
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plebeian opponent (whose situation in life was, perhaps,

not more elevated than that of a coal-porter or a coster,

monger) of the superior abilities of some particular

actor, whose action has proved more convincing in a few

minutes than all the words contained in Johnson's folie

dictionary could effect ; and, in turn, those composites

of the state have been listening with the most minute

attention to the flowing harangue of some dusty cove,

blowing a cloud over his porter, and lavish with his slum

on the beauties possessed by some distinguished pugilist,

whosetalents for serving it out were elegant and striking,

And also where flash has been pattered in all that native

purity of style and richness of eloquence that would

have startled a high toby gloque and put a jigger screw

upon the alert to find so many down ; and, even

among the heterogeneous crowd have been found ad

mirers of Hermes, who have retired well persuaded

that ALL were not barren !

" Yet more ; the diff'rence is as great between

The optics seeing, as the object seen.

All manners take a tincture from our own,

Or come discolour'd, through our passions shown,

Or Fancy's beam enlarges, multiplies,

Contracts, inverts, and gives ten thousand dyes."

BELCHER'S bottom, judgement, and activity, have

never been surpassed- in his battle with Paddington

Jones, a pugilist extremely well versed in the science,

and of good bottom, who had also distinguished him

self in several fights, and was considered by the ama

teurs a man that might be depended upon, and one

that was not easily disposed of, was compelled, in a

short conflict, to yield to BELCHER. Jack Bartholo
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mew (a thorough-bred and sound pugilist) was defeated

by JEM; when the latter performed such prodigies of

valour that he astonished the most scientific professors.

Gamble, who had milled all the primest coves in the

kingdom for some years, lost, in a few minutes, all his

consequence, from the dexterity of BELCHER. In his

various fights with Burke, either prepared or taken

unawares, he hit away, and gave that most inordinate

gluttonseveral hearty meals, with all the ease and facility

ofanexperienced caterer. Fearby, (theyoung Ruffian,)

who had distinguished himself so manfully in several

excellent matches, and who had obtained the appella

tion ofa first-rate pugilist, both for science and bottom,

from the best judges among the amateurs, yet, when

in competition with BELCHER, his abilities were so

reduced as to appear more like that of a third or fourth

rate boxer, and was punished most dreadfully by JEM,

while BELCHER scarcely appeared touched : such, most

undoubtedly, was the superiority of BELCHER'S talents

in all the above battles.

It was warmly, if not perhaps ill-naturedly ex

pressed, by one of the most scientific pugilists in the

whole circle of boxers, in giving his opinion respecting

the battle between the Game Chicken and BELCHER,

"That had JEм been in possession ofFOUR EYES, he was

never able to beat Pearce." Here it was, for the first

timein his life, that hisjudgement proved defective as a

pugilist; and, in acting fromthe envious impulse ofthe

moment, JEM BELCHER only portrayed the infirmities

ofhuman nature and the want of stability in man . His

character was established, and never did any pugilist's

fame stand upon a more elevated and stronger basis ; he
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had retired into private life, respected by his friends,

and supported and admired by the Fancy in general, who

were no strangers to his integrity and private worth,

-therehe should have remained, where his days might

have glided happily along, without regret, and his

life, in all probability, been lengthened fromthe placid

scene-but his rest was unhappily disturbed, and poor

JEM, like the greatest part of mankind, had not for

titude enough to rise superior to the baleful attacks of

86
malicious ENVIE rode

Upon a ravenous wolf, and still did chaw

Between his cankred teeth a venomous toad,

That all the poyson run about his jaw ;

But inwardly he chawed his own maw,

At neighbour's wealth, that made him ever sad,

For death it was, when any good he saw,

And wEPT, that cause of weeping NONE HE HAD !"

}

In constitution BELCHER had materially declined,

independent of the loss of an eye, and the serious

effects which his frame sustained upon that afflicting

accident had endangered the safety of his life. Up

wards of two years had elapsed in retirement, when

BRLCHER came forward to meet an opponent more

formidable than any one he had hitherto met with,

and who possessed, in a superior degree, every re

quisite to constitute a first-rate pugilist, and who, like

wise, had improved under his tuition, and might be

said a CHICKEN ofhis own rearing ! BELCHER, unfor

tunately, could not be persuaded of the difficulties he

would have to encounter from the loss of an eye, and

that the chance of success was against him, TILL it was

too late! and then the error was too glaring to be re

}
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trieved. But how did he fight ? How He did fight

will be long remembered by those who witnessed the

grievous, yet truly honourable combat ; a combat in

which more unaffected courage was never seen, and

where humanity was more conspicuously displayed and

gratefully applauded. ANIMOSITY appeared to have

no resting-place, and it was proud HONOUR, only, strug

gling for victory. BELCHER fought in his accustomed

style, and planted his favourite hits with his usual adroit

ness ; but he lost his distance, and became an easy victim

to hisown incredulity. In the course of the fight, as JEM

afterwardsacknowledged, hissight became so defective,

from the hits which he received over his good eye,

(the peculiar object of his antagonist's aim,) that the

blows he gave his adversary were merely accidental,

his aim was lost in confusion, and certainly was out

of the question . BELCHER, with the most undaunted

heroism, endeavoured tomake up the deficiency of sight

by a display of bottom and gaiety, astonishing and un

equalled . The skill upon both sides claimed universal

respect: yet, notwithstanding the spectators perceived

adeficiency in BELCHER'S fightingin several parts, from

his not being able to guard off the attacks as hereto

fore, andthe severe punishment which his head and face

had sustained in the combat ; his afflicting situation

made a deep impression , not only upon his friends, but

the company in general, and the involuntary tear was

seen silently stealing down the iron cheek of many pre

sent, for the loss of departing greatness in their favourite

hero. JEM's spirits never forsook him ; and, in surren

dering his laurels, HONOUR Consoled him, that he had

transferred them unsullied ; and appeared only affected,

No. VI. T



126 BOXIANA ; OR,

by declaring, " that his sorrow was more occasioned

from the recollection of the severe loss of a particular

friend, who, in fact, had sported every thing which he

possessed upon his head, and also one of his most

stanch backers and supporters through life, than as to

any particular consideration respecting himself!" Not

withstanding the excellence evinced by the Chicken

in science, wind, strength, and bottom, and, by no

means, feeling the slightest wish to detract from the

merits of so respected and deservedly distinguished a

pugilist-yet, if we may be allowed the supposition ,

that had the above contest had taken place when JEM

BELCHER possessed his eye-sight in full perfection , we

hesitate not in observing, that its TERMINATION might

have been very doubtful !

Respecting BELCHER's two battles with Cribb, when

the circumstances of the case are duly appreciated ;

when it is recollected that his spirits must have been

somewhat damped in descending from his elevated emi

hence, to rank only with men of minor talents, who,

when in the plenitude of his health and strength, dared

not to have thus presumed ; but JEM was down, and

down with him, as is too generally the case with the un

fortunate, and his powers well known to be on the de

cay, previous to his set-to with the Chicken, and which

were by no means improved from that circumstance ;

yet still his heroism and science shone resplendent, and

he left his opponents at a vast distance.

·

In the first fight with Cribb, as may be traced, JEM'S

superiority was evidently manifest. The former was

severelypunished ; and not untilBELCHER had received

a most violent hit over his good eye, and sprained his

*
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right hand, did Cribb appear to have much chance.

In the seventeenth round, the odds were Two to one on

BELCHER, and in the eighteenth, FIVE to one ! when

Cribbwasso muchbeaten, that considerable doubts were

entertained whether he would be able to come again ;

and even at the conclusion of the battle, Cribb was in a

very exhausted state . The amateurs were delighted with

the uncommon skill BELCHER displayed upon this oc

casion , and were completely astonished at hisgaietyand

vigour ; and, till he had losthis distance, from his con

fused sight, victory appeared to hover round him.

In the last battle that ever BELCHER fought, his

bottom was good in the extreme, and he by no means

proved an easy conquest to Cribb. Since the loss of his

eye, it was the positive wish of his best friends that he

would fight no more ; but he was not to be deterred,

unfortunately neglected good advice, and seemed not

aware of the decline of his physical powers. In this last

set-to the disadvantages he had to contend againstwere

great indeed his antagonist had made a rapid improve

ment in the science, was in full vigour, and a GLUTTON

that was not to be satisfied in a commom way; yet still

JEM portrayed that the science was left in him, but the

strengthhad departed ; his hands had become enfeebled,

nd could not execute their accustomed task, and were

so dreadfully lacerated for several of the last rounds, that

the flesh had separated from the nails. Death was

almost as agreeable to his feelings as to utter those un

welcome sounds to the courageous mind, an acknow

ledgement ofdefeat. Never was it given with morere

luctance, and his friends positively forced it from him,

after a contest of FORTY MINUTES !

BELCHER'S display with Tom (better known by the
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name of Paddington) Jones, convinced the amateurs of

his peculiar science, spirit, and bottom : and after a

desperate conflict, in which considerablejudgementtook

place uponboth sides, BELCHERwas declared thecon

He soon rose rapidly into fame, and wasqueror.

matched against the most distinguished pugilists.

The sporting world were now all upon the alert, with

amatch which had long excited considerable attention ,

between Jack Bartholomew, a pugilist of high re

pute, and JEM BELCHER. The former was a great fa

vourite among the fancy, and had attained the age of

thirty-seven ; while the latter had not reached his

twentieth year. The battle was for 300 guineas, and

fought upon a stage, on Finchley-common, on Thurs

day, May 15, 1800.

*

Abouthalf-past one the combatantsappeared, and the

set-to immediately commenced :-sparring was out of

the question, and ferocity the leading feature ; but

BELCHER showed himself off in such good style, and

convinced the spectators that the advantage was upon

his side, that the odds were now laid upon him . Bar

tholomew, not in the least dismayed, went in boldly,

and gave BELCHER a leveller. The friends of Bar

tholomew were weak enough, upon this circumstance,

to send a pigeon to London with the intelligence,

making up their minds that the battle was a dead

thing in their favour ; but they soon had to repent of

their temerity, for in the fourth round BELCHER with

great agility threw Bartholomew upon his head,

the shock of which was so violent as nearly to de

prive him of his senses, and materially to effect his

eye-sight. Bartholomew, still prime, fought in good

style, and contested the battle with great firmness,
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and dealt out some most tremendous blows, until the

closeofthe seventeenth round, wherein he received a des

perate hit in the stomachfrom BELCHER, that madehim.

vomit greatquantities of blood , when he acknowledged

he had had enough. The battle, for the time it continu

ed, twenty minutes, was very desperate ; and considered

as obstinate a contest as had been for some years.

Bartholomew entertained an idea that there was a

chance left, and ventured a second trial ; but he became

an easy conquest, and in considerably less time.

Gamble, having been successful in EIGHTEEN bat

tles, and his knowledge of the science being undis

puted, it now became the wish of the amateurs, that he

should enter the lists with JEM BELCHER, who had

given such earlyproofs of excellence, and that it should

be decided, whether the honour of the Championship

was to remain with England or Ireland. Accordingly, a

match was agreed upon for one hundred guineas, to be

decided in the hollow, near the gibbet of that extraordi

nary character, Jerry Abbershaw, upon Wimbledon

common, on Monday, December 22, 1800. It wouldbe

impossible to describe the roads to Wimbledon ; the

numerous vehicles of all descriptions, and the pedes

trians who were flocking to witness this combat. It

seemed as if all the inhabitants of London were upon

the alert ; and the swells of the FANCY were unusu

ally prominent ! besides the heroes of the pugilistic

art, as Mr. Jackson, Bill Gibbons, Brown, Back, Pad

dington Jones, &c.

BELCHER entered the ring about twelve o'clock,

accompanied by his second, Joe Ward, and Bill Gib

bons as his bottle-holder ; and Tom Tring as an as
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sistant. Mendoza was the second to Gamble; his

bottle-holder Coady, and Crabbe as deputy, Messrs,

Cullington, Mountain, and Lee, were the umpires.

Cullington, the publican, held the stakes.

Notwithstanding Gamble had beat James the Che

shire man, a pugilist that had been successful in seven

teen pitched battles, and whose bottom was said to be

superior to any man in the kingdon ; yet still the bets

from the first making ofthe match were seven to five in

favour of BELCHER ; and Bill Warr, before the com

batants stripped , offered twenty-five guineas to twenty.

However, upon stripping, Gamble appeared much the

heaviest man, and his friends and countrymen sported

three to two upon him ; but that was by no means

the general opinion A few minutes before one o'clock

the fight commenced :

First round. The set-to was good, and Gamble put in the

first hit, which was neatly warded off by Belcher, and who

with a celerity unequalled, planted in return three severe

blows in different parts of Gamble's face : they soon closed,

and Belcher, being well aware of the superiority of his oppo

nent's strength, dropped. The paddies, in their eagerness to

support their countryman, offered five to four.

Second. Belcher, full of spirit , advanced towards Gam

ble, who retreated . Jem made a feint with his right hand,

and with his left struck Gamble so dreadfully over his right

eye, as not only to close it immediately, but knocked him down

with uncommon violence. Two to one on Belcher.

Third.- Gamble began to retreat, but put in several se

vere blows in the body of his antagonist. Belcher, by a

sharp hit, made the claret fly copiously from his opponent ; but

Gamble, notwithstanding, threw Belcher with considerable

violence, and fell upon him cross-ways. The odds rose four

to one upon Jem.

Fourth. Belcher, full of coolness and recollection , showed

himself possessed of excellent science. His blows were well
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brought Gamble down.

winner.

directed and severely felt, particularly one in the neck, which

Twenty to one Belcher was the

Fifth and last round.-Gamble received two such blows

that struck him all of a heap- one on the stomach, that nearly

deprived him of breath ; and the other on the kidneys, which

instantly swelled as big as a twopenny loaf. Gamble, com

pletely exhausted, gave in.

It is reported that not less than twenty thousand

pounds were sported upon this occasion . The Irish

were completely dished, and full of murmurings at

Gamble's conduct, who was beaten in five rounds,

and in the short space of nine minutes and three quarters !

Gamble fought very badly ; and from his former ex

cellence much was expected : but he appeared fright

ened at his opponent's activity. BELCHER laughed at

him throughout the fight, and treated his knowledge

ofthe art withthe most sovereign contempt. BELCHER

was carried upon the shoulders of his friends round the

ring, in triumph, after the battle was over.

The following conversation immediately afterwards

took place between Mendoza and BELCHER. Amatch

had been in agitation for some time past between the

abovecelebrated pugilists, for a considerable sum ; and,

to prevent any injury arising to Mendoza , in his ca

pacity as a publican, or the possibility of an interrup

tion to the contest, it was agreed that it should be

decided in Scotland ; but the match was off, and JEM

felt rather displeased at the circumstance :

Belcher. Dan Mendoza !

Mendoza. Well, what do you want?

Belcher. I say, these were the shoes I bought to

give you a thrashing in Scotland.
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Mendoza. Well, the time may come.

Belcher. I wish you'd do it now.

The parties becoming rather irritated with each

other ; an immediate set-to was nearly the consequence ;

but their friends stepped in , and prevented it.

BELCHER, witnessing a battle, between Elias, a

Jew, and one Jones, which took place upon Wim

bledon-common, on Monday, July 13, 1801 , a man

of the name of Burke, a butcher, who had behaved

himself improperly in the outer ring, and who had

been milled out of it twice by some of the professed

pugilists, called out for BELCHER, the Champion.

Upon JEM's mildly asking him what he wanted, the

latter received a blow in return for his civility . A

dreadful set-to instantly commenced-in which Burke

displayed so much bottom and strength , although in

toxicated, that the spectators scarcely knew what to

think about the termination of the contest. An

opinion also prevailed , that had not BELCHER pos

sessed a thorough knowledge of the science, there was

a great probability of his falling a sacrifice to this out

rageous knight of the cleaver.

Burke having showed so much game under such

evident disadvantages, Lord Camelford was induced

to back him, for a second combat in a more regu

lar manner, for one hundred pounds. He was ac

cordingly put out to nurse ; a teacher appointed to

initiate him into the mysteries of the science ; and it was

reported of Burke that he was a promising child—took

his food regularly, minded what his master said to

him, and, for the short time that he had taken to study,
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great improvement was visible ." Burke ultimately

turned out one ofthe most troublesome customers, and

the hardest to be disposed of, that ever entered the

lists with BELCHER,

After some time having elapsed, occasioned by the

interruption of magistrates, a stage was erected at

Hurley-bottom, a few miles distant from Maidenhead,

on November 25, 1801. Joe Ward and a Bristol lad

filled the usual offices for BELCHER- and Harry Lee

attended as Burke's second, and Rhodes as his bottle

holder. The odds were nearly two to one, on setting-to,

upon BELCHER.

First round. -Burke did not give much signs of improve

ment from his tuition-several blows were exchanged , Burke

gave Belcher a terrible blow under his right eye that made

him reel. They closed, and fell.

Second, third, and fourth.- Blows were the leading features

in these rounds. Science was not displayed by either of the

combatants.

Fifth. Burke had his nose laid open, by a severe hit from

Belcher, and floored. -TEN to one on Jem- no takers.

Sixth. Shyness was prominent ; but Belcher put in a

low upon Burke's forehead ; the blood now issued copi

ously from all parts of his head, that his second found it a

difficult task to keep him clean.

Seventh, eighth, and ninth.-The former two were of little

consequence ; but in the latter Belcher was thrown with con

siderable violence.

Thirteenth. Milling was the signal, and this round dis

played a fine specimen of their talents for hammering. The

best round inthe fight.

Sixteenth.-Burke completely done up-yet too much pride

to confess he was beat ; and his second declared that the

fight was over.

Since the days of Johnson and Ben, it was the

opinion of the amateurs, so desperate a battle had not

No. VI. U
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taken place. Twenty-five minutes of hard fighting.

Burke was heavier than BELCHER, and greatly su

perior in point of stature ; JEM appeared little the

worse for the conflict, declaring that he had scarcely

felt a blow in the fight ; and, in the gaiety of the mo

ment, challenged Mendoza to fight in less than a

month forthree hundred against two hundred guineas:

but Dan was not to be had, and observed, he had

done with pugilism .

Warrants were now issued for the apprehension of

BECLHER, Burke, and their seconds, Harry Lee

and Joe Ward, " for unlawfully assembling, and pub

liclyfighting, at Hurley, in Berkshire." But this proved

to be nothing more than a reprimand when brought into

court, on their pomising not to break the peace again .

Burke was not yet satisfied ; and another trial of

skill was granted, Captain Fletcher backing him ; and

Fletcher Reid, Esq. on the part of BELCHER, ' for

fourteen hundred and fifty guineas a-side, which were

made good. The combatants appeared upon the stage,

which was erected in a bye-place, at a village called

Grewelthorpe, about nineteen miles from Middleham ,

in Yorkshire. A dispute taking place about Burke's

second, BELCHER offered to fight him a few rounds

for love ; but as Burke would neither fight for LOVE

nor money, the consequence was, that the Fancy were

got into a complete string! JEM received fifty pounds

for his trouble from Mr. Reid, who also allowed him

five pounds for travelling expenses.

Burke now endeavoured to justify himself through

the medium of the Oracle newspaper, in a long letter

to the editor: but it was looked upon as gammon !
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At Camberwell fair, these heroes met for the first

time after the bubble in Yorkshire. Burke was rather

lushy, and entertained the swells round him, how he

would serve it out to JEM ifhe was present . BELCHER

was nearer than he imagined, and overheard this boun

cing of Burke, and invited him to another taste ; which

the latter readily accepted , and on the bowling-green ,

at the Golden Lion, they set-to. Burke commenced

so furiously, that he attacked BELCHER before he was

undressed ; but JEM, on being prepared for the fray,

put in his blows so hard and fast, that Burke had one

of his front teeth knocked out, and a prime leveller

into the bargain. BELCHER was somewhat indisposed,

and Burke, now coming a little more to his recollection

-their friends interfered-and they mutually agreed

to postpone the fight till the next day. They met ac

cording to appointment, (August 20, 1802 ; ) and in a

field behind St. George's Chapel, near Tyburn turn

pike, a most extensive ring was prepared, and though

the circumstance was so sudden, and kept very private,

yet the spectators were immense. Mr. Fletcher Reid

and Mr. Cook being the only two of the principal

amateurs present. A purse of thirty guineas was sub

scribed for the winner, and five for the loser. Joe

Ward seconded BELCHER, and Bill Gibbons was his

bottle-holder; Burke had Owen for a second, and

Yokel, a Jew, as bottle-holder. Burke expressed a

wish that three quarters of a minute might be allowed

instead of half, which was resisted .

First round. Burke was determined to avail himself of his

uncommon strength, and ran in upon Belcher, and endea

voured tothrow him, but failed in the attempt. Belcher,
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taking advantage of his mistake, soon had him down by his

dexterity. Several blows exchanged , but no corks were drawn.

Second. Burke still upon the same suit, but received a

throttler for his attempt, that made the claret fly. They closed,

and Burke found himself upon the ground.

-

Third.-Burke, full of spirit, ran in and put home a fierce

blow on the right cheek-bone with his left hand ; and another

between the shoulder and breast, which was of no effect.

They closed, and Burke was down.

Fourth.- Burke, still prime, rushed upon his opponent,

but, missing his blow, fell. Some murmurs, and calling out

" Burke's at his old tricks ; " but he soon showed the charge

was false.

Fifth.-Burke, with the most determined resolution , ran'

in and caught Belcher by the hams, doubled him up, and

gave him a cross-buttock. The spectators were in fear that

Belcher's neck was broken, as Jem pitched upon his head

with great violence. " Foul, foul ! was shouted ; but Belcher

rose with uncommon gaiety, and said, No, no -never

mind !!"

26

-
Sixth. The best round that had been fought. As usual,

Burke ran in full of spirit, and severe blows were exchanged.

Belcher put in several severe hits on the head, neck , and

throat. They closed, and considerable skill was manifested on

both sides in wrestling; but they both fell without any advan

tage.

Seventh.-Burke on the decline ; his strength was leaving

him, but his spirit was good. Closed, and Burke thrown.

Eighth.-Burke wished now to convince the spectators

that he was not destitute of science, and fought upon the

defensive ; but Belcher smiled at the attempt, gave him

several severe blows, and ultimately had Burke upon the

floor.

Ninth.-Twenty to one on Jem, who was as sprightly as

if he had not been fighting-laughing and talking to his anta

gonist, but not forgetting to put in severe hits. Burke

down again.

Tenth .- Burke, full of pluck, set-to with great spirit, and

close fighting ensued . Belcher, losing no time, cut Burke

under the left eye ; under the right ; and another blow so

dreadful in its effects between the throat and chin, as to hoist

Burke off his feet, and he came down head foremost. Bel
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Both oncher also fell from the force with which he gave it.

the floor, when Bourke squirted some blood out of his mouth

over Belcher : Jem threatened that in the next round he

should have it for such conduct- but Bourke declared it was

accidental.

Eleventh - Bourke's face was now one amss of blood, and

he was completely beaten. But still he stood up ; few blows

were exchanged- they closed, and Bourke was thrown ;

when Jem, very honourably, fell upon his hands, with an

intent not to hurt Bourke any more by falling upon him,

which practice is not unusual, and consistent with fair fight

ing.

Twelfth.-Bourke's weakness was now too evident to be dis

guised ; his second could scarcely get him from the floor.

Thirteenth.- Bourke came again, but Belcher did as he

pleased with him ; closed and threw Bourke. The latter now

was convinced there was no chance, and wished to give it in ;

but his seconds persuaded him to proceed.

Fourteenth.- Bourke was game, but it was useless and only

rendered his situation worse ; he was knocked about like a

feather, and not the least shadow of success remained for him.

Belcher closed, and Bourke was thrown upon his chest, he

could not come in time, and gave IT IN .

Thus was thisdesperate customer disposed of AT LAST.

His face was so disfigured, that scarcely any traces of

a human being were left ; while, on the contrary,

BELCHER was without any visible marks of the contest,

excepting a bruise upon his cheek. BELCHER'S rapidity

of action in this battle claimed universal attention and

astonishment-and his judgement was equally sure and

good. Bourke was too strong for him, and he never

closed but when necessity compelled him. BELCHER

walked round the field several times after the fight,

displaying feats of agility.

1

The sportingmen were now satisfied ofJEM's superi

ority; and the whole of the immense bets depending

No. VII. X
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upon the Yorkshire contest was decided by the above

battle.

Notwithstanding Bourke suffered so severely from

the effects ofthis battle, his recovery and strength sur

prised every one-for in three days after, at a pugilistic

dinner, given by Mr. Fletcher Reid, at the One Tun

public-house, St. James's Market, Bourke dined there

-shook hands with BELCHER, and acknowledged Jem

the best man : a match was made for one hundred yards

for the best runner, to be decided immediately. Bourke,

to the astonishment of all present, beat Jack Ward

(son to the veteran) by five yards.

BELCHER, Soon after the above battle, was taken into

custody for not keeping his promise to keep the peace,

and bound overfor £200, and two sureties in £100 each.

Jack Fearby, better known by the appellation of the

Young Ruffian, who had acquired great fame as a pu

gilist, was now matched with BELCHER for one hun

dred guineas. The contest was to have been decided

at Newmarket ; but the magistrates interfering, they

travelled out of the county, and halted at a spot of

ground, about half a mile beyond Linton, and fifteen

from Newmarket, and made a ring. The combatants

then agreed that the winner should have ninety guineas,

and the loser ten. On Tuesday, April 12, 1803, at a

quarter past nine, the set-to commenced.

First round.-Great anxiety prevailed for the first blow→

sparring took place for some seconds, when Fearby put in a

blow at Belcher's head , which Jem parried, and returned two

blows right and left ; no mischief done : they closed, and

Belcher fell underneath . Offers to take two to one that Fearby

would win-Betters shy.

Second.-Fearby received a severe blow in the mouth, the

blood from which issued most copiously ; and Jem followed



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 139

it up by a desperate right-handed hit upon the Ruffian's side,

that brought him down. Three to one Belcher was the con

queror.

Third. Much science displayed on both sides- blows reci-.

procally given and stopped-when Belcher fighting half

armed, and followed up his adversary close, the Ruffian

fell.

*

Fourth. Agood rally, and several severe blows exchanged.

They closed, Belcher fell upon his knee, and in that situation

received a blow from Fearby. " Foul ! foul !" was the cry,

and Belcher wished the point to be decided, but had no desire

to take advantage of the circumstance. A constable, followed

by a clergyman, now made their appearance ; but the clamour

was so great that the exhortations ofthe reverend divine could

not be heard, and the

Fifth round commenced .-Fearby seemed rather shy of his

opponent; his eye now appeared black, and he vomited a

great deal of blood- Belcher smiled and beckoned the Ruffian

to come forward. Fearby made a blow, but it was too slow,

and which Belcher avoided by bobbing his head aside ; and

Jem, in aiming to put in a desperate blow on Fearby's ribs,

fell. The Ruffian appeared distressed .

Sixth. The best round in the fight-Belcher quite gay, but

Fearby on the decline. The Ruffian, irritated, made several

blows at his antagonist, but they were all thrown away. Bel

cher taunted him, and with the most apparent case put in a

severe hit upon the stomach ; and, in closing, Fearby received

a violent cross-buttock.

Seventh.- Milling on both sides. Tento one on Belcher.

Eighth.-Fearby rallied with a good spirit, and made a hit

at Belcher, which he parried with great neatness: and, in

return, cut the Ruffian's lips severely. Fearby, still game, gave

Jem a sharp touch, but did not fetch the claret.
Odds re

duced five to one.

蘑
Ninth.-Belcher, full of gaiety, and without ceremony, put

in a desperate hit over his adversary's right eye, and with all

the coolness imaginable, put himself in a defensive posture,

and sarcastically asked, " How do you like that, Johnny ?"

This was too much for Fearby, who was not quite so placid as

to pass it over without some notice, and immediately endea

voured to answer the question by a severe blow, but over

reached himself in so doing, and fell upon the ground. Bel

cher smiled, and pointed at him very ironically.
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Eleventh.-Belcher now tried to put an end to the fight,

by following Fearby round the ring, and putting in several

blows, which the Ruffian tried to parry off, but not sufficiently,

Belcher, at length, put in a leveller, when Fearby's friends made

him decline the contest.

1 . The amateurs were much disappointed in this battle,

in not witnessing that excellent display of the science

so much expected. Fearby had no chance whatever,

and appeared like a different man-his former excel

lence seemedfrightened away. It was over in twenty

minutes.

The above extraordinary Pugilist was born at his fa

ther's house, in St. James's Church-yard, Bristol, on the

15th of April, 1781. JEM lived some years with a

butcher of that place, but was never apprenticed to the

trade ; and, when quite a boy, he signalized himself for

his pugilistic prowess, and at Lansdown Fair his feats

soon rendered him conspicuous. Hewas about five feet

eleven inches and a halfin height. On his comingto Lon

don, Bill Ward invited BELCHER to his house, and a

private sparring-match (with the gloves on) took place

in Ward's dining-room , when the veteran was so asto

nished at JEM's superior knowledge of the art, that he

exclaimed, in falling over a table from one of BEL

CHER's touches " By G-d ! JEM, I am perfectly sa

tisfied that you can beat any man in the kingdom." In

conversation with Ward, after dinner, BELCHER ob

served, " Icould have done a great deal better, Sir, but I

was afraid I might hit you too hard, and you should be

affronted." " Come along, my boy," replied the

Veteran, "we'll have no gloves on now, andyou shall do

your best ; I am not, nor ever was afraid of a blow !"

The set-to instantly commenced, when the GUEST (out

+

-

...
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of pure friendship) levelled his HOST several times.

Wardwanted no further convincing proofs of his talents .

They sat down, and spent the remainder of the evening

very harmoniously, and Ward immediately offered to

back JEM against any man in the country.

After the unfortunate circumstance of losing his eye,

on July 24, 1803, in playing at Racquets, in company

with Mr. Stuart, in St. Martin's Street-JEM declined

in health ; his spirits were not so good as heretofore ;

and, at times, he felt much depressed from this afflict

ing loss. Soon after the above accident he took the

Jolly Brewer, in Wardour-street, Soho, which house

was well attended . In losing the battle with theChicken,

(which, we are credibly informed, was principally oc

casioned by a quarrel between Pearce and a brother of

JEM's since dead,) his brave heart was almost bursting

with grief. The loss of his eye now preyed upon him

so much, that his temper became very irritable ; and

so confident of success was BELCHER, in his last con

test with Cribb, that, after betting all his money, he

sported his gold watch, worth thirty pounds. After this

fight, he began to droop, and fretted considerably. His

confinement in Horsemonger-lane for twenty-eight

days, also having to payaconsiderable sum for breaking

the peace by that battle ; added to a cold he caught in

the above prison, hastened his death. It was, however, an

expressed opinion, that he died more from a family com

plaintthan fromthe blowshe had received as a pugilist.

His circumstances at one time after his defeats were

much injured, and he was considerably reduced. The

Fancyoughtnot to have let such aman asJEM BELCHER

(at anyperiod ofhis life) felt loss from his pugilistic efforts

-for more honour, integrity, and affection never resided

·



142 BOXIANA ; OR,

+
in the human heart. In his latter moments, he dis

played much sense, penitence, and resignation, and

endeavoured to atone for those errors which he had

committed, with all the firmness and piety of a good

Christian. He suffered a great deal from expectora

tion, having an ulcer upon his liver. A short

period previous to his death, he made his will.

On Tuesday, July 30, 1811 , died , at the sign of the

Coach and Horses, Frith-street, Soho, (of which he

was the landlord , ) the renowned JAMES BELCHER, in

the 31st year of his age ; and on Sunday, August 4, he

was buried in Mary-le-bone ground . The concourse

of people eager to witness the last of their once-dis

tinguished Champion was immense. His funeral was

of the most respectable kind :

THE HEARSE

+

Preceded by a Man carrying a Plume of Feathers.

In the first Mourning Coach,

Mrs. BELCHER (his Widow), Mrs. PHILPOT, and Toм

BELCHER, & c.

Second Ditto,

Mr. Harmer (his Nephew) , Mrs. Harmer, Messrs. Gregson,

Richmond, Bitton, &c.

In the Third,

Mr. Sumner (an Attorney), Mr. Shabner, Mr. Hawkins, &c,

And in a Glass Coach following,

Bill Wood, Powers, and several Amateur Friends.

As they moved along in solemn procession, the

numbers ofpeople were so great in joining it, that, upon

their arrival atthe church-yard, whichwas already nearly

filled , the mourners could scarcely reach the grave.

Woodand Jack Powers staid to pay the last respects to

their departed friend, and dropped a tear to his memory.
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-

A more general sympathy was never witnessed among

spectators, (principally sporting persons,) inshedding a

profusion of tears ; as did most of his pugilistic

brethren, at the loss of so great a hero !

In visiting the ground where his remains are depo

sited, we should think BoxIANA wanting in respect,

ifnot incomplete, were we to omit the words upon his

tombstone :

In Memory of

JAMES BELCHER,

Late of St. Anne's Parish, Soho,

who died

The 30th ofJuly, 1811 ,

AGED 30,

Universally regretted by all who knew him.

With patience to the last he did submit,

And murmur'd not at what the Lord thought fit ;

HE with a Christian courage did resign

His soul to God at his appointed time !

On July 2, 1811, a benefit was given for him, at the

Fives Court, St. Martin's Street. BELCHER, in con

sequence of some improper information being given

to the Police, on April 6, 1802, at his benefit, at the

Pea-hen, Gray's-inn-Lane, he and his fistic brethren

were conveyed to the watch-house, but liberated the

next morning. At anotherperiod, when JEM intended

to have given John Bull a treat of sparring, at Sad

ler's Wells, with the concurrence of the Manager,
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the Lord Chamberlain prevented the amusement, and

poor JEM was again deprived of making a benefit.

Previous to this circumstance, in a set-to at the above

Theatre, BELCHER'S display of the art was univer

sally admired, and his efforts to please were crowned

with reiterated plaudits. It was from this favourable

reception, that his friends persuaded him to make the

attempt ; and it was agreed by the Manager that JEM

should have half the receipts of the night.

Lord Camelford was a great patron of BELCHER ;

and, previous to his death, gave him his celebrated dog,

Trusty, observing, that the two conquerors ought to

reside together ; and that he could not have a better

servant than Trusty, who had proved victorious in

upwards of fifty battles. Trusty was in the possession

of Captain Barclay when he died .

We feel muchindebted to the politeness and liberality

of Mrs. BELCHER (his widow), of the Coach and

Horses, Frith-street, Soho, in granting permission to

copy the likeness of the late JAMES BELCHER, from

the original picture in her possession . The great simi

larity of the above portrait to a most distinguished

Hero on the Continent is truly curious, and might

be almost said to be a fac simile of that warlike cha

racter, excepting the difference of the eyes.

In taking leave of this late distinguished pugilist,

we cannot do better than conclude with the words of

the poet :

1.

:

" Yet e'en these bones from insult to protect,

Some frail memorial still erected -nigh,
1

·

With uncouth rhymes and shapeless sculpture deck'd,

Implores the passing tribute ofa SIGH !"

1
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HENRY PEARCE,

Scientifically denominated the GAME CHICKEN !

(THE BROUGHTON OF HIS TIME, )

And one ofthe most heroic and humane CHAMPIONS OF ENGLAND, who

not only added fresh laurels to the title, but never lost that distinguished

appellation, till it was wrestedfrom him, by that Conqueror

of Conquerors- Death !

" There is a kind of character in thy LIFE,

That, to the observer, doththy history

Fully unfold : thyself and thy belongings

Are not thine own so proper, as to waste

Thyself upon thy virtues, they on thee.

Heav'n doth with us as we with torches do,

Not light them for themselves : for if our virtues

Did not go forth of us, ' twere all alike

As ifwe had them not. Spirits are not finely touch'd

But to fine issues : nor NATURE never lends

The smallest sample of her excellence,

But, like a thrifty Goddess, she determines

Herselfthe glory of a creditor,

Both thanks and use."

NATURE to some of her favourites has been peculi

arly bountiful in the distribution of her favours ;

uniting health, strength, and symmetry of form to

grace the person of one individual ; and also in adding

those fine requisites to render the system complete in

all its parts, that have made her works so transcend

ently beautiful and towering, over all the attempts of

ART. TO HER Man is indebted for those sensibili

ties, which outvalue mines of wealth, and likewise for

No. VII. Y



146 BOXIANA ; OR,

the performance of those heroic actions which stamp

him-GREAT.

NATURE too, sportive in her mood, has rendered

the peasant, in obeying her dictates, content and

happy upon his bed of straw ; while the mighty and

powerful monarch, enjoying all the meretricious blan

dishments of ART, has been seen restless and uneasy

upon his downy couch . And also in giving feeling

and understanding to the most obscure individuals

has rendered them prominent and interesting mem

bers of society ; in spite of those soi-disant refined

critics, who have in vain attempted to oppose the law

of NATURE.

It might be said of the GAME CHICKEN, that he was

not only a favourite, but a pupil of the above Deity—

and who, in giving him a fine athletic form, strength,

wind, and agility, had finely tempered those rare re

quisites with the most manly courage and sublime

feeling. If ever greatness of soul raised the character

of man, or humanity shone resplendent in the breast

ofa human being-a purer claim to those inestimable

qualities was never witnessed, than that of--HENRY

PEARCE.

His pretensions as a PUGILIST stand upon a proud

eminence, that few, indeed, can ever expect to attain.

In possessing a thorough knowledge of the science he

was equal, if not superior, to all his competitors ; and

supported with strength, almost Herculean, that enabled

him either to receive the attacks of his adversary with

the most steady composure, or put in his hits with giant

like force. His wind so truly excellent, that in all his

battles lie was scarcely ever seen much distressed ; and
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for game or bottom unquestionably unrivalled, that his

noble and daring spirit never drooped to cry ENOUGH ;

He had fought withmen who ranked high as pugilistic

heroes and whose superior strength, gluttony, and ex

perience, had rendered them truly formidable in the

boxing list of candidates for fame. Bourke, whose

ferocity and inordinate gluttony were not satisfied with

FOUR desperate millings from the potent arm of the re

nowned Jem Belcher, entered the lists withthe CHICKEN,

and in two dreadful combats, was completely served

out bythe all-conquering PEARCE, and carried away

almost lifeless from the scene of action . Elias Sprays

the coppersmith, whose reputation stood high as an ex

perienced and bottom pugilist, and who was a most

powerful man, and had gained several good battles ; yet,

when in competition with the CHICKEN, was rendered

truly insignificant. Cart, of Birmingham, (a second

Perrins,) who had vanquished several prime milling

coves, was in the hands of PEARCE a mere plaything ;

and while the CHICKEN showed scarcely any traces of

the conflict, Cart miserably portrayed his want of

judgement, and exhibited severe punishment. By the

above victories PEARCE had arrived at the very acmé

of perfection as a pugilist- his science was generally ac

knowledged as pre-eminent, and he now took the ele

vated seat, surrounded with glory, as the brave and noble

CHAMPION OF ENGLAND. But he had not yet done

enough to satisfy the sporting world that his CLAIM to

that proud title was indisputable -- and he had again to

enter the ring to evince further greatness, and more

strongly to consolidate his fame and honour.

It is true that PEARCE had completely disposed of
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Bourke, Spray, and Cart-but now, a Hero of no com

mon stamp presented himself as a candidate for the

dazzling prize- his townsmen and his friend. But

in the thirst for glory all distinctions are banished. In

throwing down the gauntlet, his pretensions to pugil

ism were considered so excellent, that any eulogium

here is perfectly unnecessary. On these boxers meet

ing, as might be expected, finer skill, greater courage,

thorough bottom, and more general manliness, were

never exhibited ; and the Champion, in receiving an

additional brilliant to grace his cap, did not overlook

his brave but fallen competitor, by generously acknow

ledging-“ that he was the only man who had ever

stood up to him, and that it was with some difficulty

he now stood upon his legs." Gulley, although in de

feat, bad exalted his fame ; and the Champion, in

again ascending the chair, added additional dignity

and lustre to the seat. But now, (not altogether un

like JULIUS CESAR, in receiving the unkind stab from

his beloved BRUTUS,)—arriving at the very pinnacle

of his greatness, flattering himself with peace and

tranquillity, his mind was disturbed by his dearest

friend, his patron, and his tutor, who had drawn him

from obscurity. One who had also been endeavouring

to promote and establish his greatness in public life.

But, it is said, growing jealous of his pupil's excel

lence and distinguished reputation, and not being con

tent at enjoying his well and hard-earned laurels in

peace and retirement, Jem, in an irritable moment,

when envy triumphed over reason, dared his pupil to

the combat. This might be termed not only an un

kind but an unnatural challenge. Two sworn and al
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most inseparable friends. The CHICKEN received the

invitation with serious concern . Fear never entered

his noble heart: and though a professed pugilist, yet

he was not insensible to the afflicting circumstance of

beatingthe man to whom he stood indebted for his

eminence, his reputation, and every thing he possessed

in life. His manly nature grieved at being thus situ

ated. Reflection only made it worse ; yet the calls of

honour now rose superior to every other consideration

and nothing, but to support his darling fame, could

have induced him to commence this forced set-to.

" Ohheaven ! were man

But constant, he were perfect ; that one error

Fills him with faults."

The battle was truly desperate ; and the display of

science unprecedented in the annals of pugilism . If

ever there was a contest in which nobleness of soul

and generosity of disposition were exemplified, the

GAME CHICKEN manifested it before thousands, in the

twelfth round. When PEARCE threw Belcher upon

the rope, and while his body was balancing in that

unprotected, yet fair situation, the CHICKEN had an

opportunity of ending the fight, by one of his tremen

dous blows, but his generous mind spurned the com

mittal of a deed that would have grieved his soul, and

putting himself in an attitude to convince the specta

tors ofthe obvious chance that presented itself, and

looking round the ring, pathetically exclaimed-" I'll

take no advantage of thee, Jem ; I'll not hit thee, no,

LEST I HURT THINE OTHER EYE !" In the sixteenth

round, to his memory be it also recorded, he pursued

the same magnanimous line ofconduct. The audience.
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were lost in admiration-and my UNCLE TOBY never

uttered a finer sentiment, or performed a nobler act

more worthy of registering. While the sensibilities

ofour nature are awakened, by those delicate touches

ofthe art, to respect and veneration for an imaginary

personage-never let it be said, by that mind who has

strength enough to admire heroism and virtue where

ver it comes across him , that REALITY shall be passed

over with silent neglect ; or, that the deeds even of a

Pugilist, when they are praiseworthy and laudable of

imitation, shall not have justice done to them . Men of

honour, here is a circumstance worthy of your notice

-Sentimentalists, improve upon it if ye can, and place

it in a more conspicuous point of view-but Pugilists,

never let it be forgotten, even when the fight rages

desperate, and an advantage should present itself

(like the above), recollect that the brightest gem in

your character, is humanity,-THEN will ye remember

HENRY PEARCE .

The CHICKEN had now proved himself a thorough

bredGAMECOCK, and the walk might fairly be said all

hisown !-But a keeper ofgame, who had been dazzled

with the superior qualities of this CHICKEN, felt a wish

to become his master-but could not af-FORD to pro

duce the ingredients to get him into his possession . It,

perhaps, was a fortunate circumstance for him, that he

could not post the blunt, as there is but little doubt,

he would have soon proved blind to his own interest.

HARRY PEARCE, unhappily, like too many of his

predecessors of pugilistic notoriety, foundered upon the

same rock of destruction upon which they had split.

Examples, advice, or lessons, it should seem, all lose
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their effect upon persons when in the bloom of youth,

health, and vigour, and who laugh at the idea of incur

ring any serious consequences from intemperance, till

theyfeelingly find it outthemselves, and then it is gene

rally too late to be remedied . The CHICKEN , it ap

pears, during his residence in the Metropolis, had made

rather too free with his constitution ; yet we have autho

rity for observing, that it originated more from circum

stances and place, than sheer inclination . In company

with sporting men frequently, he poured down copious

libations at the shrine of Bacchus, added to the fond

caresses ofthe softer sex, among whom he was a most

distinguished favourite. His health became impaired,

and he retired to his native place, to enjoy peace and

the comforts of domesticated life ; and by the advice

of his friends, immediately relinquished the profession

of a pugilist for that of a victualler.

We are now arrived at that part of his life, when de

scription must fall short, and the pen ofthe most bril

liant writer fail in doing justice to the merits ofthe case,

in which PEARCE proved himself almost more than

mortal. In the month of November, 1807 , a fire broke

out at Mrs. Denzill's, a silk-mercer, in Thomas-street,

Bristol, and the flames had made such rapid progress,

that the servant of the house, a poor girl, who had re

tired to rest in the attic story, was nearly enveloped in

flames before she awoketo behold her dreadful situation.

Frantic with despair, she presents herselfat the window

imploring help her screams pierce the hearts of the

spectators, who appear rivetted with agony to the spot,

expecting every moment her threatened destruction.

But none move ; all are petrified with fear and horror.



152 BOXIANA; or,

At length, PEARCE appears in the crowd ; he saw the

life of a human being in danger, and felt the necessity

of an immediate rescue, or all must be lost. As ifin

spired with a god-like spirit, by the aid of the adjoining

house, he reaches the parapet, and hangingoverit, firmly

grasps the wrists of the wretched girl-the multitude

are lost in astonishment, and never did a more, if such

an interesting moment present itself-hope, fear, and

all the finer sensations ofthe mind areupon the utmost

stretch in beholding the intrepidity of a man valuing no

other consideration but that of delivering the object

from its danger. The additional weight, added to the

height from the parapet, is almost too much for the

nearly exhausted exertions of PEARCE, his mind agi

tated with not being able to keep his equilibrium, but

" Cowards die many times before their deaths,

The valiant never taste of death but once ."

And so it proved :-his brave heart leaped within him,

and with a noble effort (as if an instrument in the hands

of Providence)he draws his trembling charge from the

window, places her safe upon the parapet, and in an

instant she is out of all danger !-Universal joy pre

vailed . The delighted and astonished multitudes were

lostinthe ecstasy ofthe plaudits-and the almost lifeless

sufferer clinging round the knees ofher deliverer, invok

ing blessings on his name. This was the happiest mo

ment of PEARCE's life. The shouts of victory, and

the flattering praises that had so often attended him in

the field of honour, were mere shadows to this feeling→→

compared with that of anapproving conscience !-Yet,

this was the act of a Pugilist ! and onewho had entered

thefield to obtain a purse ofgold as a prize-fighter. Yet,
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in all those engagements, he had a choice left in leaving

that ring whenever danger pointed out the necessity of

withdrawing from it. But here was no GOLD to tempt

him to risk his life, which was placed in the mostimmi

nent peril and with scarcely a chance of success . The

smallest deviation of balance must have precipitated

him headlong to destruction, and no opportunity of

retreating from the consequences. The gallant soldier

inmountingtheforlorn hope, and the hardy tar in board

ing the ships of the enemy, are stimulated by a thirst of

glory and love of country, that prompts them to those

deeds ofheroism ; butPEARCE wasactuated by noother

motive than that offeeling. Never did human nature

appear with so much real grandeur and unaffected dig

nity-and that " recording angel " who dropped a tear

and blotted out for ever an intemperate expression we

sincerely trust may be affected by the same sort of

sympathy in obliterating the past deeds of A MAN, that

when the book is opened the name of PEARCE shall

stand free from imputation.

To the honour of the sporting world be it spoken, an

immediate subscription was entered into to reward such

unparalleled heroism ; and soon afterwards the follow

ing effusion appeared in a Magazine peculiarly dedi

cated to that part of society:---

" In Bristolcity, while a house in flames

Fills the beholders with amazement dire,

A damsel at an upper window claims

Their utmost pity, for th'approaching fire

Which every moment seems to gather near,

Nor hope of rescue does there aught appear.

No. VII. Z
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" At length upon the neighb'ring house-top seen,

Agallant youth now hastens to her aid,

And o'er the fearful parapet does lean,

With spirit dauntless, to assist the maid ;

Endow'd by Heaven with more than common might,

He grasps her arms, and draws her to the height.

" Oh! glorious act ! Oh ! courage well applied !

Oh ! strength exerted in its proper cause !

ThyNAME, O PEARCE ! be sounded far and wide,

Live, ever honour'd, midst the world's applause ;

Be this thy triumph ! know, ONE creature saved

Is greater glory than the world enslav’d.”

It was but a very short period after the above noble

deed, that the GAME CHICKEN again distinguished him

self in rescuing one of the fair sex from insult and

danger. In his way over Clifton-downs, near Bristol,

PEARCE perceived ayoung woman, suffering muchfrom

the brutal attacks of three athletic men, game-keepers.

The CHICKEN, regardless of the consequences , immedi

ately remonstrated with them upon their unmanly con

duct, when they instantly all fell upon him with the

utmost fury ; but the courage and science of PEARCE

soon madethem severely repent of their temerity. The

CHICKEN received the violence of his assailants with

coolnessand intrepidity, by rendering their attempts un

availing ; but, in return , he so successfully planted his

death-like hits upon their frames, that one of them ,

of the name of Hood, was so satisfied, in seven mi

nutes, that he bolted, and left his two companions to

the care ofPEARCE . In a quarter ofan hour, the CHICK

EN SO served out Morris and Francis, the other two,
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that he left them prostrate on the earth, begging for

mercy. Thus was the CHICKEN once more successful,

in proving himselfa Champion for the fairsex. Morris,

while PEARCE was defending himself against Francis

and Hood, gave the CHICKEN a most violent blow ou

his head, that produced a severe contusion.

Bourke, after the retirement of Belcher, considered

himself, orrather assumed the appellation ofChampion :

and, in justice to him, it might be observed, that, how

ever deficient in science, his bottom was of the most

unquestionable nature ; and upon the whole he could

be considered as no mean rival to contend with for

victory. Upon the arrival of the CHICKEN in London ,

his pugilistic fame at Bristol rendered him an object of

envy to Bourke ; and after enjoying a day's sport,in

the old English manner, in the vicinity of Shooter's

Hill, these two rivals first met, not under the most

favourable impression towards each other. The ama

teurs, upon their return to town in the evening, having

expressed an anxious desire to have an immediate appeal

to the fist between the above heroes-the CHICKEN WAS

called up out ofbed, (at his lodgings, in Wardour-street,

Soho,) and upon being made acquainted with the cir

cumstance, agreed to it without the smallest hesitation !

A room was selected for the occasion, well-lighted, and

notice sent round to the amateurs that a trial of skill was

to take place, between the new Bristol Youth and the

celebrated glutton, Bourke. Numbers soon assembled ,

and, between the hours of eleven and twelve, the battle

commenced. Bourke's inferiority was soon discovered .

His slow and round method of fighting failed in doing
1

any execution, when opposed to the rapid hits of his
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adversary ; and his bottom only served him to receive

uncominon punishment. The CHICKEN, aware of the

gluttony of his opponent, lost no time in displaying the

graces of the science, but put in his blows so hard and

fast, that Bourke soon exhibited signs of weakness.

During a desperate contest of twenty minutes, in which

fifteen rounds of tremendous milling took place, Bourke

evinced great courage, and endeavoured to show some

little science, by parrying offthe blows of the CHICKEN,

but the latter followed him up so straight-forward, that

it was impossible for Bourke to resist the consequences ;

and he was levelled twice by the CHICKEN, from such

tremendous hits, that he lay apparently dead. The

two blows were allowed, by all present, to have been

the most terrible that ever had been given. Bourke

was so dreadfully milled, that he could scarcely articu

late ; but yet had the candour to acknowledge, that he

had never before experienced so prime a taste in all

his life.

The amateurs were anxious for a second combat, and

Bourke flattering himself that a chance was still left,

one hundred pounds was staked , and it was agreed that

the winner should have ninety pounds and the loser ten.

On Wimbledon-common, Monday, January 23, 1804,

a ring was formed, and the battle fought. Bourke

was seconded by Owen, and Paddington Jones was his

bottle-holder. PEARCE had for his second Bill Gib

bons and Caleb Baldwin as his bottle-holder. On strip

ping, in point of appearance Bourkeappeared the tallest.

The odds were considerably in favour of the CHICKEN.

First round. Considerable caution displayed upon both

sides, Pearce fully aware of the impropriety of exposing him

self too openly to superior strength-and Bourke's recollec
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tion of his former milling had taught him not to be too preci

pitate they closed before any blows were exchanged, and

both fell. Two to one the Chicken wins.

Second.-Bourke upon his mettle, game to the back-bone,

he showed he was not to be disposed of easily, and fought

like a hero ; but the Chicken, awake to his intent, put in a

stopper upon his forehead, that made him reel again, when the

Chicken caught him staggering and threw him."

Third. Bourke, although bleeding profusely, stood up well

to his man, and a good display of hits were seen upon both

sides, when Bourke was thrown.

Sixth. Chicken put in a blow, which Bourke returned so

well as to bring down Pearce on his knee.

Seventh to Eleventh.- Bourke exceedingly shy of his oppo

nent, always waiting for the hit of his antagonist-and suffered

much from the repetition of his blows. From this to the

Fifteenth, the Chicken wasso much the favourite, that the

odds were four to one upon him. It was manifest that Bourke

was not a match for his man : his style of fighting was conside

rably inferior to that ofhis opponent's, and he began to appear

much distressed. The severe blows he received from the

Chicken made him unruly and intemperate, and he was be

coming fast an easy conquest tothe

Twentieth. Bourke's passion was now exhausting his

strength-his nose bleeding considerably and irritated in mind,

that no chance offered ofproving successful, he ran in furiously

upon his opponent. His intemperance rendered him a com

plete object for punishment, and the Chicken milled him in

every direction. Twenty to one the winner named ; and even

bets that Bourke don't come again.

Twenty-first.-Passion uppermost, and Bourke desperate in

the extreme, and by running in headlong, missed putting in a

hit, and fell ; Pearce smiling at his want of prudence ; and

holding up both his hands in triumph.

Twenty-second.- A good rally, but Bourke received a most.

tremendous leveller.

Twenty-fourth and last..Bourke, still insensible to pro

priety, received a severe milling, when he gave IT IN.

Bourke, as usual, displayed uncommon resolution,

and, notwithstanding the persuasion of his friends, ob

stinately contested the battle for several rounds, when
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there was not the smallest degree of chance.
He was

compelled at last, after an hour and seventeen minutes,

reluctantly to acknowledge that he was done. His as

pect was truly woeful. The CHICKEN was as gay the

last round as when he entered the ring, and challenged

Bitton for two hundred guineas.

Elias Spray, the coppersmith, who had distinguished

himself as a pugilist in Bristol, now entered the lists

with the CHICKEN. Spray had a good character, and

a considerable display of science was expected bythe

amateurs . The day appointed for the meeting to take

place was on Monday, March 11 , 1805, at Hampton

court, but, fearing something like an interruption , they

agreed to cross the water, and decide the contest upon

Molesworth-meadow. Considerable confusion took

place in finding vehicles to convey the numerous follow

ers across the river, where several not only experienced

a good ducking, but some narrowly escaped drowning,

in their eagerness to reach the destined spot. At length

every thing being completed, PEARCE, attended by

Maddox and Hall, as his second and bottle-holder,

entered the ring, 20 feet square, when he threw up his

hat in defiance. Spray soon made his appearance,

followed by Wood as his second, and Mountain as bot

tle-holder. The bettors were on the alert, and offered

seven to four on PEARCE ; and even bets were sported

that the contest did not continue 25 minutes ; and also

that the CHICKEN was not vanquished in thirty.

First round. Several feints took place, but Spray not mind

ing his distance, hit short ; when the Chicken, taking advan

tage of the fault, put in a severe blow, and Spray was levelled.

Second. Several good hits exchanged-Spray gave the

Chicken a severe blow upon his breast ; Pearce rallied, and in
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the event, Spray received a knock-down blow. Nine to four

upon the Chicken.

Third. A good round, Spray full of courage, and stood up

heroically. Closed and both fell..

Fourth. Spray too hasty, and out of distance again ; his

blows all thrown away. The Chicken gave Spray a cross

buttock.

Fifth. Spray distressed already-the Chicken bang up, flou

rishing with all the graces of the science, and showing himself

off to prime advantage, went in and knocked the Coppersmith

down, and smiled at his weakness.

-
Sixth. Both well engaged, and several good blows passed

-Spray put in a desperate hit upon the Chicken's stomach :

the Chicken rallied , and threw his man very neatly.

Seventh. The Chicken was considerably affected by Spray's

stomacher, made a hit, but failed in the attempt. Odds fell

some little.

―――Eleventh. Nothing material occurred in the last four

rounds, but the Chicken had the advantage.

Twelfth . Spray went in with spirit, and put in some severe

blows, but his distance was incorrect ; however, he brought the

Chicken down by a terrible hit on the nose.

Thirteenth. The Chicken covered with blood Spray much

distressed, and, in making a hit, fell .

10 .

Fourteenth.- Pearce, full of game, put in a most severe

blow upon his antagonist's jaw, that fears were entertained he

had broken it ; Spray fell in consequence of its severity ! Ten

to one on Pearce.

Fifteenth.-Spray stood up to his man boldly, and received

a leveller from the Chicken.

Sixteenth. Courage manifested well on both sides ; and

Spray put in some well-directed hits. In closing, Pearce gave

him a cross buttock.

Seventeenth .-Spray on the decline ; attempted to rally ;

but receiveda most desperate blow upon his temple, that nearly

deprived him of his recollection, and which spoilt him for the

remainder of the fight. The last five rounds upon the part of

Spray were little better than stupidity.

-----
Twenty-third. All in favour of the Chicken. Twenty to

one, but no takers.

Twenty-fourth.-Spray again showed himself, but his efforts
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were feeble indeed . The Chicken smiled at his weakness ;

yet, the Coppersmith showed considerable skill ; and con

tinued it to the

Twenty-seventh.-But no fighting-Spray levelled as soon

as he appeared.

Twenty-eighth.- Spray could scarcely stand, but wished to

have another chance, and endeavoured to face his opponent.

It was allup with the Coppersmith , the Chicken hit him in any

part that he liked, and knocked him off his legs.

Twenty-ninth and last.-Spray stood up, but only to be

ridiculed . The Chicken pointed at him in derision, and put

in another leveller-when Spray gave it in.

The contest lasted 35 minutes, when the CHICKEN,

full of gaiety, jumped overthe ropes, and accepted of

a challenge from Cart, a Birmingham pugilist, of some

notoriety, for fifty guineas. The stakes were instantly

made good, and they agreed to fight within six weeks.

The CHICKEN laid upon the ground for a few minutes,

and then started for town, full of spirits.

On Saturday, the 27th of April, 1805, the day ap.

pointed for Cart to enter the lists with the CHICKEN, the

parties met at Shepperton-common, near Chertsey, in

Surrey. The superiority ofthe CHICKEN was so manifest,

that Cart had not the least chance whatever, although

six feet three and a half inches in height ; and it would

only be a waste of time and paper to give the rounds in

detail. Suffice it to observe, that after a contest of thirty

five minutes, in which twenty-five rounds took place,

Cart, from his ignorance of the art, received a most

terrible milling ; while, on the contrary, the science of

theCHICKEN protected him so securely from the attacks

of his adversary, that he scarcely had a mark visible.

Theabove pugilistic rivals were mere TYROS, compa

red with one who now came forward to contend forthe

-
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laurels and it appears, that Gulley was so great a fa

vourite with several of the amateurs, that it was agreed

he should be immediatelyliberated from durance vile, and

his debts discharged, thathe might fight the CHICKEN .

This was accordingly put into practice by Mr. Flet

cher Reid, and Gulley was sent into training at Vir

ginia-water, about two miles beyond Egham. It ap

pears that Gulley was scarcely known in the Metro

polis, having never appeared or distinguished himself

as a pugilist ; and that he was excited to a trial of skill

from a casual friendly sparring match with the

CHICKEN, in which he planted some severe hits,

from which circumstance, his ambition prompted him

to think that he could beat PEARCE. Notwithstanding

the great reputation of the CHICKEN, who, for cou

RAGE, SCIENCE, and BOTTOм, stood unrivalled, Gul

ley flattered himself with the thoughts of victory.

The friends of the CHICKEN, who had upon all

occasions found him game, readily came forward, and

backed him for six hundred guineasto four hundred, to

fight on Saturday, the 20th of July, 1805. Various ru

mours were now afloat among the FANCY, and the

sporting worldwere somewhat divided as to the issue of

the contest. Virginia water was the appointed rendez

vous, and thither the company repaired ; but it being

understood, that the fight would take place at Chob

ham, abont three miles further, the company was off

in all directions, to obtain good places. A ring was

made at Chobham, and nothing wanted but the com

batants to enter it to gratify the longing eyes of the

spectators. But JOHN BULL had more disappoint

ments to contend against some talked of a cross -—-—--

No. VIII . A a
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others that it was a mixed-up concern-and several of

the would-be intelligent, prognosticated that no fight,

would take place that day. Whilethis parley was going

on, it was buzzed about that the magistrates had got:

scent, and it became necessary to broom towards Black

water, a few miles beyond Bagshot. This step deter

mined on, the whole cavalcade were off like a shot-but

upon theirarrivel at Blackwater, the gammon was again

pitched about a cross ; and Mr. Fletcher Reid, being as

sured that most of the bets were off, determined there

should be no mill. But to prove the fallacy of such

assertions, Berkeley Craven and Mr. Mellish publicly

offered to support the CHICKEN to anyamount ; and said.

they should feel no hesitation in permitting PEARCE to

fight six hundred guineas to FIVE only, they felt so

much impressed with his integrity and courage. This

balk increased the anxiety of the Fancy in general , and

stories out of number were in circulation ; but the bets

kept in favour of the CHICKEN, and the odds given

upon his side. At length the important day arrived

(Tuesday, October 8, 1805), which had kept the sport

ing men so much upon the alert for some time past—

and all the admirers of the pugilistic art that could quit

the Metropolis set off for Hailsham, a small village,

situate between Brighton and Lewes, in Sussex. The

spectators were immense, and the Downs literally co

vered with equestrians and pedestrians, in eager pursuit

from the above fashionable watering place, to witness the

mighty conflict. On a green adjoining the above vil

lage, a twenty-four feet rope ring was made, and, at

one o'clock, Gulley entered, with Tom Jones for his

-second, and Dick Whale as his bottle-holder ; imme

diately followed by the GAME CHICKEN, attended
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by Clarke as his second, and Joe Ward as his bottle

holder.

First round.The Fancy were never more attentive, or

anxiously interested, than upon the present occasion, and

every look ofthe combatants was turned to account.- Gulley

had come well recommended, and he was gazed upon with

more than ordinary degree of concern ; when, after some little

manoeuvring, he made a tremendous hit at the Chicken, but

lost his distance.- Pearce, always prepared, knocked Gulley

down. The Chicken three to one.

Second . Gulley, upon the alert, gave the first hit , which

the Chicken sharply returned, and Gulley fell.

-----
Third. The Chicken aimed a blow at his opponent's head,

but it fell short.-Gulley made a hit and dropped.

Fourth.- Pearce stood up heroically, and a smile of con

fidence was seen upon his gallant brow : several good blows

given and well stopped ; but Gulley fell.

Fifth . The Chicken put in a tremendous blow in the neck ,

and levelled his opponent.

Sixth .-Pearce madeplay right and left-planted good hits,

and brought his man down again. The Chicken ten to two.

Seventh.Pearce, immediately on his opponent's facing

him, knocked him down.

Eighth . Considerable science displayed on both sides : the

Chicken put in a blow, but Gulley, in the most finished style,

stopped it, when they closed and fell.

Ninth. The Chicken, rather touched, went in and levelled

Gulley, and smiled at his success.

Tenth.-Gulley rose in good spirits, and made a hit at his

adversary ; but Pearce neatly warded off its effect, and with a

tremendous thump upon the breast brought Gulley down.

Eleventh.- Gulley, full of gaiety, made an excellent hit ;

but the round finished in favour of the Chicken, who com

pletely knocked Gulley off his legs.

*

1 .

Twelfth. Gulley put in a most tremendous blow on the

mouth of the Chicken, which he sharply returned ; and in

closing they fell.

Thirteenth, Gulley, distinguished himself in this round for

most excellent courage and science ; and put in some good

blows, but fell from their force.
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Fourteenth.- Gulley rose quickly, and met his man ; but

Pearce immediately levelled him.

Fifteenth.-The Chicken made a good hit, which Gulley

returned in good style. Gulley made another blow, but fell.

Sixteenth.-Rather shyness upon the part of Gulley, who

fell without a blow.

Seventeenth. The amateurs were uncommonly interested

bythe reciprocal manliness displayed in this round-and it was

the general opinion that a better one was never contested by

any pugilists ; it was, most certainly, the best fought round in

the battle. Pearce, full of gaiety and confidence, nobly op

posed his adversary ; while Gulley, with an equal degree of

valour and firmness, rallied, and made several excellent hits,

which were instantly returned by Pearce. Gulley put in two

severe hits on the Chicken's left eye. Gulley reduced the odds

considerably-six to four on the Chicken.

Eighteenth. Torrents of blood flowing from Pearce no

fighting and Gulley slipped in making play.

Nineteenth. Gulley, full of spirit, rallied ; which the

Chicken quickly returned-several good blows wereexchanged,

when they closed and fell.

Twentieth. One of the Chicken's eyes so much swelled

that he could scarcely see out of it ; and the blood flowing

from him copiously ; his appearance shy and retreating, which

Gulley improving upon, followed the Chicken round the ring,

several blows exchanged, when they closed and fell.

Twenty-first. The Chicken particularly cautious of his ad

versary; when Gulley, in making a hit, fell.

Twenty-second. Several sharp blows upon both sides,

when Gulley fell , and, while in the act of falling, the Chicken

put in a desperate blow on the side of Gulley's head, which

made him vomit considerably.

―――――

Twenty-fourth.-The Chicken, in making a hit, lost his

distance, when Gulley returned a severe blow over Pearce's

right eye, and fell upon his knees ; the Chicken, in giving

the return quickly, struck Gulley in that situation. Trifling

cries of"foul!" but not considered of consequence enough to

impede the fight.

Twenty-fifth.-The Chicken not so confident as hereto

fore, when Gulley, with determined resolution, followed him

over the ring-good blows given and returned.- Gulley once

more fell.
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Twenty-ninth. The Chicken improving every round.

Thirtieth.-Gulley made a tremendous hit, and fell . The

Chicken, much irritated at this conduct, stood over him with

anindignant countenance.

Thirty-first. Several feints made, each trying for the ad

vantage, when the Chicken , in putting in a blow, lost his dis

tance. Gulley, with great agility, struck over his guard, and

nearly closed his right eye.

Thirty-third.- Pearce on the look-out, acting on the defen

' sive; when Gulley, in the most manly manner, followed him

round the ring; but in the event received a terrible blow in the

throat, the severity ofwhich brought him down.

Thirty-sixth.-Gulley now betrayed symptoms of weakness,

but endeavoured to put in a blow at the Chicken's head, which

the parried, and returned a slight hit. Gulley, not dismayed,

made a severe blow, which the Chicken caught with his left,

and knocked down his adversary with his right hand.

Thirty-seventh to forty-third.-In the last six rounds the

Chicken displayed a manifest superiority : their figures were

bloodyin the extreme ; but Gulley was literally covered from

the torrents which flowed down from his ear, and who now

began to appear somewhat shy-his head was truly terrific, and

had a giant-like appearance, from being so terribly swelled,

and the effect was most singular, for scarcely could his eyes

be seen.

Forty-fourth. The Chicken, with considerable science and

force, planted his favourite hit in Gulley's throat, when he fell

like a log ofwood. The fortitude which Gulley had displayed

in this most trying conflict had raised him considerably, not

only in the estimation of his friends, but the sporting men in

general. He had been so severely punished, that he was not

able to face his man with his former resolutionandpropriety

his brave heart was reluctant to acknowledge superiority, and

he endeavoured now and then to put in a hit, and falling,

until the

Fifty-ninth. When his friends interfered , and positively

insisted that he should fight no longer, as the chance was against

him ; and, at length, he complied with their request- by sur

rendering victory to the Game Chicken. The contest lasted

ONE HOUR AND TEN MINUTES !

In conquering such a formidable antagonist as Gul

ley- (a man, whose determined resolution and science,
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Fourteenth.- Gulley rose quickly, and met his man ; but

Pearce immediately levelled him.

Fifteenth. The Chicken made a good hit, which Gulley

returned in good style. Gulley made another blow, but fell.

Sixteenth.-Rather shyness upon the part of Gulley, who

fell without a blow.

Seventeenth.-The amateurs were uncommonly interested

bythe reciprocal manliness displayed in this round-and it was

the general opinion that a better one was never contested by

any pugilists ; it was, most certainly, the best fought round in

the battle. Pearce, full of gaiety and confidence, nobly op

posed his adversary ; while Gulley, with an equal degree of

valour and firmness, rallied, and made several excellent hits,

which were instantly returned by Pearce. Gulley put in two

severe hits on the Chicken's left eye. Gulley reduced the odds

considerably-six to four on the Chicken.

Eighteenth.-Torrents of blood flowing from Pearce no

fighting-and Gulley slipped in making play.

Nineteenth.Gulley, full of spirit, rallied ; which the

Chicken quickly returned-several good blows were exchanged,

when they closed and fell.

Twentieth. One of the Chicken's eyes so much swelled

that he could scarcely see out of it ; and the blood flowing

from him copiously ; his appearance shy and retreating, which

Gulley improving upon, followed the Chicken round the ring,

several blows exchanged, when they closed and fell .

Twenty-first. The Chicken particularly cautious of his ad

versary; wheu Gulley, in making a hit, fell.

Twenty-second. Several sharp blows upon both sides,

when Gulley fell, and, while in the act of falling, the Chicken

put in a desperate blow on the side of Gulley's ´head, which

made him vomit considerably.

-

Twenty-fourth.-The Chicken, in making a hit, lost his

distance, when Gulley returned a severe blow over Pearce's

right eye, and fell upon his knees ;-the Chicken, in giving

the return quickly, struck Gulley in that situation. Trifling

cries of"foul!" but not considered of consequence enough to

impede the fight.

Twenty-fifth.-The Chicken not so confident as hereto

fore, when Gulley, with determined resolution, followed him

over the ring-good blows given and returned .-Gulley once

more fell.
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Twenty-ninth.-The Chicken improving every round.

Thirtieth.-Gulley made a tremendous hit, and fell . The

Chicken, much irritated at this conduct, stood over him with

anindignant countenance.

Thirty-first. Several feints made, each trying for the ad

vantage, when the Chicken, in putting in a blow, lost his dis

tance. Gulley, with great agility, struck over his guard, and

nearly closed his right eye.

Thirty-third.- Pearce on the look-out, acting on the defen

'sive ; when Gulley, in the most manly manner, followed him

round the ring; but in the event received a terrible blow in the

throat, the severity ofwhich brought him down.

Thirty-sixth.-Gulley now betrayed symptoms of weakness,

but endeavoured to put in a blow at the Chicken's head, which

he parried, and returned a slight hit. Gulley, not dismayed,

made a severe blow, which the Chicken caught with his left,

and knocked down his adversary with his right hand.

Thirty-seventh to forty-third.-In the last six rounds the

Chicken displayed a manifest superiority : their figures were

bloody in the extreme ; but Gulley was literally covered from

the torrents which flowed down from his ear, and who now

began to appear somewhat shy-his head was truly terrific, and

had a giant-like appearance, from being so terribly swelled,

and the effect was most singular, for scarcely could his eyes

be seen.

*

Forty-fourth. The Chicken, with considerable science and

force, planted his favourite hit in Gulley's throat, when he fell

like a log ofwood . The fortitude which Gulley had displayed

in this most trying conflict had raised him considerably, not

onlyin the estimation of his friends, but the sporting men in

general. He had been so severely punished, that he was not

ableto face his man with his former resolutionandpropriety

his brave heart was reluctant to acknowledge superiority, and

he endeavoured now and then to put in a hit, and falling,

until the

Fifty-ninth. When his friends interfered, and positively

insisted that he should fight no longer, as the chance was against

him ; and, at length, he complied with their request by sur

rendering victory to the Game Chicken. The contest lasted

ONE HOUR AND TEN MINUTES !

F.

In conquering such a formidable antagonist as Gul

ley-(a man, whose determined resolution and science,

1
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had gained universal praise, and who bid fair to be a

most distinguished pugilist)—the CHICKEN , if possible,

by his fine display of judgement and bottom in the

above battle, had raised himself higher in the estima

tion of his friends, and the sporting world in general.

PEARCE now received a challenge from his friend,

Belcher, for five hundred guineas, to fight within two

months, play or pay ; which was accepted by the

CHICKEN. The amateurs were considerably divided in

their opinions respecting the event of this contest-the

combatants were men of such sound prowess, science,

and bottom, that the most KNOWING were somewhat

puzzled to come to any thing decisive upon the sub

ject. The CHICKEN had performed such prodigies of

valour ; and Belcher had accomplished all that his

most sanguine friends had wished, that it could not but

unsettle the minds of the FANCY-and much better it

might have proved had they never met

e

" But who can rule the uncertain chance of war !"

Supporters were not wanting upon either side, and Mr.

Fletcher Reid, firm to the cause, and true to the HAD

BEEN, backed his old favourite, Jem Belcher, for five

hundred guineas ; and Captain Halliday, with great

liberality, covered the above sum on the part of the

CHICKEN ; and promised, in the event provingsuccess

ful, that PEARCE should receive two hundred and fifty

pounds. That no disappointment should take place, by

the interference of the police, it was determined that

the battle should be decided at least one hundred and

fifty milesfromthe Metropolis ; and the particular place

to be settled by a toss up between the combatants, when

Belcher, proving the winner, decided for a common,
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within a short distance from Captain Mellish's seat,

named Blythe, situated three miles from Barnby-moor,

ninefrom Doncaster,and onehundred and fifty from Lon

don, upon Friday, December 6, 1805. A roped ring was

formed twenty feet square, within another of forty feet :

andevery precaution taken to preventany inconvenience

being felt fromthe pressure of the spectators. The par

tizans of each of the heroes sported their favourite

chief's colour :-the yellow man, which had so long been

the boast and pride of the circle, and in fact which was

known, nearly over the kingdom, after the name of

Belcher, were to be seen in great numbers ; while the

blue silk bird's eye graced the appearance of the backers

of the CHICKEN. Bill Ward and Gibbons were the at

tendants upon PEARCE ; Belcher had for his second

Joe Ward, and for his bottle-holder Dick Whale. Bel

cher, upon stripping, did not appear so well as he had

formerly done upon these occasions ; but his spirits were

good, and he seemed to feel his usual confidence. The

CHICKEN looked evidently in better condition, and the

strongest man. The combatants shook hands, and the

battle commenced, Five to four upon PEARCE.

First round.The set-to was masterly, and every manœuvre

of the science was displayed upon both sides to obtain the ad

vantage, when Belcher put in a severe hit over the Chicken's

guard upon his eye, that made the blood flow in torrents ; to

which Pearce gave but a feeble return : they then closed and

Belcher was thrown.

Second. -Belcher, upon the alert , made some feints, which

the Chicken guarded, and put in a hit, although he could

scarcely see for blood . Jem, full of spirit, gave the Chicken

two severe blows on his body, when they closed , but soon se

parated. Pearce endeavoured to put in a tremendous blow ;

but Belcher, with considerable neatness and agility, stopped it :

a rally took place, in which the Chicken struck twice with some
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The Chicken wins, twenty

Third. -A well contested round, in which considerable skill

was displayed, but Pearce had the best of it. The Chicken

rallied, and several good hits were exchanged. They closed

and Jem was thrown upon the ropes,

effect, and Jem was thrown again.

to twelve.

Fourth. The Chicken lost his distance, and his blows were

useless ; when Belcher rallied, and obtained some advantage ;

but in the event was thrown.

"

Fifth.-Pearce, full of confidence, although bleeding very

much, went in full of pluck, and rallied, but Jem threw him.

Sixth. -Belcher exhibited some of the finest specimens of

the art ; but did not appear to meet his adversary as prime as

heretofore ; yet, notwithstanding he rallied, and some excel

lent hits were given and taken, during which they closed and

fell, the Chicken uppermost.

Seventh.-Pearce made a blow, which Jem parried very

neatly with his left hand, and with his right gave the Chicken a

desperate facer: a rally ensued , when the advantage appeared

on the side of Belcher ; but, in closing, Pearce got Jem's head

under his left arm , and punished him severely with his right,

when, in struggling, both went down.

Eighth.-Belcher, with the most determined courage, went

in and rallied-and never did he display a finer knowledge of

the art : his superiority in this round was manifest, by putting

in several hits with his right, and warding the Chicken's blows

offwith his left hand ; and at length threw Pearce out of the

ring. The bets became level.

Ninth. Belcher gave the Chicken a severe facer, which

marked him strongly. Both appeared in good spirits, and

several sharp hits passed, when they closed and fell.

Tenth. Jem exhibited symptoms of becoming rather ex

hausted ; and the Chicken appeared to have the best of the
round.

Eleventh.-Pearce, by endeavouring to put, in a good hit,

lost his distance considerably, when they closed.-Jem neatly

disengaged himself, and gave the Chicken a blow, but ulti

mately was thrown.

Twelfth.-The character of a pugilist was never seen to

greater advantage than in this round-the Chicken rallied most

furiously, and Belcher was losing his strength fast-they closed,

and Pearce threw Jem upon the rope, (and might, most
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undoubtedly, have put an end to the fight, had not his HUMA

NITY rose superior to every other consideration). Belcher

was balancing on his back, and in a most pitiable and defence

less state ; but the Chicken, like a man , was above taking so

cruel an advantage of his friend, and putting himself in an

offensive posture, to show that Belcher was in his power, ex

claimed, most feelingly, “ I'LL TAKE NO ADVANTAGE

OF THEE, JEM-I'LL NOT HIT THEE, NO, LEST I

HURT THINE OTHER EYE !" Such a circumstance

ought never to be forgotten-the spectators felt it at the time,

by their universal plaudits--and it will live long in Humanity's

memory.

Thirteenth .-Belcher's hits were scarcely of any effect, and

Pearce made a determined rally, when they closed ; but, not

withstanding Belcher's weakness, he gave the Chicken a severe

cross-buttock.

Fourteenth. More sparring than necessary ; Belcher, who

was bleeding most terribly from the effects of the last round ,

wishing to gain time, and somewhat shy ofhis man. Pearce fol

lowed him over the ring, and put in, through his guard, a se

vere blow under the eye that was dark, and threw Jem easily.

Fifteenth. It now became as a forlorn hope to poor Jem,

who, too late, experienced the loss of his eye, and who also

found out that his constitution was not so good as heretofore.

This round decided the bets concerning the first knock-down

blow.

Sixteenth. The Chicken received a blow in the face ; but

Belcher was now too feeble to do much execution. Pearce

rallied him, and, as in the twelfth round, got him again on the

ropes, but was too honourable to take any advantage of his

unfortunate position , and walked away. It was feared that

one of Belcher's ribs was broken,. by his being thrown upon

one ofthe stakes to which the rope was fastened . The odds

were ten to one, but no takers.

Seventeenth .-Jem, full of courage, was determined to make

another stand, and endeavoured to put in a good hit—his mind

was good, but his strength was gone, and the Chicken had it

all his own way, by following him to the ropes, and throwing

him.

Eighteenth.- Belcher stood up ; but it was only to display

his exhausted state, as his left arm was entirely useless, and he

could not move it from his side ; and Jem now, for the first

time in his life, declared he could fight no longer !-The

No. VIH. Bb
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Chicken, elated with the sound of victory, and particularly

from the hitherto invincible Belcher, to show his activity,

leaped in and out of the ring, and threw a somerset.

PEARCE displayed throughout the above combat

great science and courage : and, in point of strength, he

was much superior to Belcher, by the tremendous falls

which JEM experienced whenever they closed . The ad

vantages were all on the side of the CHICKEN, excepting

the science, and Belcher's defective sight rendered even

that of less importance every round . It was the seri

ous opinion of PEARCE, that twice in the fight he

could have killed his adversary, he was so much ex

hausted and defenceless . The CHICKEN, now sported

the blue spotted silk handkerchief, as the Champion's co

lour ; and " that handkerchief," which had so long

been the fashion (à la Belcher) in gracing the bosoms

of some of our most elevated and beautiful country

women, and which had likewise so often formed a part

ofthe dress of the successful partizans, in compliment

to their favourite hero, was at length placed in a secon

dary point of view ; but, in losing its situation , let it

never be forgotten, that, in adhering to strict justice,

its colour remained unsullied .

It appears, that however PEARCE might deservedly

havebeencrowned withhonour, gratified bythe enviable

title of CHAMPION, and admired by his friends in ge

neral, and have retired from the busy scenes of life, to

enjoy the comforts of domestic society, and rendered

cheerful amidst the circle of his acquaintance and

townsmen-yet still he was not happy. That source of

true felicity and real consolation, upon almost every oc

casion , where a man flies to, either to unbosom his
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griefs, orto participate in his hard-earned honours- his

HOME :

" The fountain from the which my current runs,

Or else dries up, to be discarded thence—”

was unhappily polluted , and incontinence had rendered

him so miserable, that he left his native place, never

more to return !

PEARCE now went to different country townsexhibit

ing sparring, and teaching the art of self-defence ; and

at most of the places he was much patronised. The

CHICKEN was in the neighbourhood of Oxford when

Jem Belcher and Cribb fought the last time, and felt so

anxiously upon the issue of the combat, that he set off

in a post-chaise to witness the fight . On Cribb's prov

ing victorious, he exclaimed, with great earnestness,

"that he hoped he should get well, that he might TEACH

Cribb How tofight !"

The CHICKEN, unfortunately, was very illiterate ;

but good-natured and generous to an excess.
Had

his mind experienced the good effects of cultivation ,

there is little doubt, from what has been witnessed of

his actions, originating from the impulse of Nature,

that, if united and embellished by art, he might have

become equally sensible as he had proved courageous

and humane.

A benefit took place, for PEARCE, at the Fives Court,

on February 9, 1809, and several good sparring matches

were exhibited . Every interest was exerted to render him

support. PEARCEwas nowthe miserable victim of a con

sumption, and in the last stage of that afflicting disease,

and scarcely able to walk to the Court to thank his

1
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friends. But, notwithstanding all their efforts, he was

considerably reduced, and must have experienced want,

had it not been for the humane disposition and kindness

of Mr. Neale, of the Coach and Horses, St. Martin's

Lane. This worthy publican administered those com

forts and necessaries to him on his sick-bed which

otherwise he must have received from a place of cha

rity ! and never forsook him till he was most respec

tably interred ; and, it is said, at his own expense.

1

In point ofform, the appearance of the CHICKEN was

athletic, and in height about five feet nine inches ; and

the roundness of his chest and limbs denoted consider

able strength, and not altogether unlike the manly look

of the late Tom Johnson . During the time that PEARCE

enjoyed sound health, his excellence as a pugilist was

admitted by all parties ; and he was considered to stand

on a very lofty eminence, above all his competitors. In

uniting the courage of a lion with all the softer sensibili

ties of human nature, it has been observed, that the

CHICKEN was unequalled . He was a most tremendous

hard hitter, and in striking with his left hand under the

ear, his favourite aim, his blow was so terrible in its ef

fects, that his opponents have been seen in a complete

state ofstupor for several seconds, and have never reco

vered the proper use of their senses during the fight.
1

As aproofthat he was not fond of vainly courting the

popularity ofthe multitude, or in making a show of him

self, by cutting a swell upon the box of some first-rate

Fancier's barouche, in being brought to town in triumph,

with all the honours attending conquest-immediately

upon getting his clothes on, after his memorable fight
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with Bourke, upon Wimbledon-common, in the bustle

of the scene, he stole away unobserved ; and being

missed, a general inquiry took placeamong his friends ,

to know what had become of him. After considerable

time being lost in search of the CHICKEN, Some person

recollected that he saw a man like PEARCE run and

jump up behind a coach ; upon which information, his

second, Bill Gibbons, endeavoured to trace him along

the road, and, at length, observed the CHICKEN in a

public house at Chelsea, cooking himself mutton-chops

at the fire, with the most perfect indifference, as if he

had never been fighting, when PEARCE immediately

invited Gibbons to partake of them, without alluding

to his singularity of leaving the ground .

Notwithstanding the superiority on the part of

PEARCE, in his battle with Elias Spray, the copper

smith, the CHICKEN remarked, that he considered

Spray one of the hardest hitters in the kingdom.

In becoming the panegyrist of any pugilist, we are

fully aware of incurring the sneers of the fastidious,

who are too frequently hurried along from a theoretic

opinion, that Boxers in general are men devoid of sen

sibility, and, indeed , view them as little more than mere

brutes. However, in meeting the eyes of men, con

versant in the various walks of life, and who can appre

ciate the superiority of practice over that of THEORY,

we feel confident, not only in a candid examination

into such eulogiums, but an honourable acquittal

from any thing like an attempt to mislead the senses,

by the high colouring of sentences, or in substituting

ophistry instead of NATURE-acting only upon the

4
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enlightened principles of one of our most distin

guished poets-that

"Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow,

The rest is all but leather and prunella."

It was at the house of Mr. Neale, on Sunday, April

30, 1809, that the GAME CHICKEN departed this life,

His fortitude neverforsook him , and, in the most afflict

ing moments, he displayed calmness and resignation ;

heexperienced no terrors from his approaching end, but

expressed a wish to die in friendship with all mankind.

His habits of life had rendered him unacquainted with

the different systems of religion ; but he was strongly

impressed that there was " another and a better world !"

and, in his probation to it, he trusted in the consola

tion of the sincere Christian , that " God would be

merciful to him as a sinner !"

He expressed a strong desire that he might be buried

bytheside of BillWarr, in St. James's burying-ground,

Pancras, and entertained an idea , that " ultimately they

might be able to converse together in another place."

His wish was complied with respecting his interment.

PEARCE was nearly thirty-two years of age.

" Srength too ; thou surly, and less gentle boast

Ofthose that laugh loud at the village ring ;

A fit ofcommon sickness pulls thee down

With greater ease than e'er thou didst the stripling

That rashly dar'd thee to th' unequal fight.

-How his great heart

Beats thick ! his roomy chest by far too scant

To give the lungs full play. What now avail

The strong-built sinewy limbs, and well-spread shoulders ?"



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 175

JOHN GULLEY,

(After the secession of PEARCE, considered as the

CHAMPION OF ENGLAND ,)

A PUGILIST of distinguished reputation , and brought

into notice by his first and memorable contest with the

Game Chicken-aud, unlike most other boxers, acquired

renown even in defeat. GULLEY's ambition was ofthe

highest order; second-rate pugilists, it should seem,

were beneath his aim ; and spurning the general mode

of acquiring greatness step by step, HIS daring spirit

prompted him to the temerity of raising himselfto the

dignity of a Hero at one stride, by attacking the above

justly renowned and mighty Chief of England . It is

true that hefell ; but it is equally true, that he rose a

greater man by the attempt than ever. GULLEY con

vinced the amateurs that he was able to contend with

honour, and even with a considerable chance of suc

cess, with the above celebrated pugilistic character ;

whose generosity of disposition would not permit him

to quit his vanquished adversary, without compliment

ing him upon his uncommon bravery and fortitude.

GULLEY, by the science and thorough bottom he dis

played in the above contest, ranked high as a pugilist

and became a distinguished favourite with the Fancy in

general. His knowledge of the art of boxing was con

sidered complete, and his courage proved an able second

to his judgement . His supporters were numerous, and

his fame stood so prominent, that upwards of two years

had elapsed, since his battle with the Chicken, before he



176 BOXIANA ; OR,

was called upon to defend his title tothe Championship,

when, at length, he had to enter the lists with a boxer,

of the name of Gregson, from Lancashire, a man

whose size was considerably in his favour, being nearly

six feet two inches high, of prodigious strength, and

who had signalized himself in several pugilistic contests

in thatpart ofthe country, withgreat snccess ; but, not

withstanding such powerful requisites, his pretensions

were considered more on the side of strength than that

ofscience. Gregson's bottom was so unquestionable, and

the amateurs, wishing to see him enter the lists with

so distinguished a boxer as GULLEY, a subscription

purse was immediately entered into for that purpose.

On the 14th of October, 1807, this contest, which

had been most anxiously looked for, took place in a val

ley denominated Six-mile-bottom, on the Newmarket

road, and for miles round this part of the country the

bustle commenced at an early hour, with groups ofpeo

ple in all directions, eager to witness the battle. Be

tween nine and ten GULLEY and Gregson entered the

ring, both in excellent spirits and good condition . The

former was seconded by Cribb, and Cropley acted as

bottle-holder. Richmond was second to Gregson, and

Harry Lee was his bottle-holder. On setting- to the

odds were considerably in favour of GULLEY.

}

First round. The spectators were much attracted by the

Herculean appearance of Gregson, who looked formidable in

the extreme, and considerable anxiety was felt from his prodi

gious strength. A good deal of sparring took place, when, a

favourable opportunity offering, Gulley put in a desperate

facer, which Gregson immediately returned, by giving his ad

versary a severe blow on the side of the head, that made it

sound again-they now closed and fell .

Second. Gregson's strength was manifest to his opponent,
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who endeavoured to ward off its potent effects by his thorough

knowledge of the science, and Gulley put in another dreadful

facer, which made the claret fly in all directions, when Greg

son fell. The odds rose twenty to one.

Third, fourth, fifth , and sixth. In all these rounds a num

ber of good blows were exchanged ; but the advantage, at

times, appeared to be reciprocal.

Seventh. Gregson, with some dexterity, broke through his

opponent's guard, and put in a desperate blow on Gulley's

right eye, that drew blood, when he fell from its powerful

effects, and lay quite seuseless for nearly four seconds. His

eye swelled up so instantaneously, that he could scarcely see

out of it. The friends of Gulley were now under considerable

alarm in witnessing the superiority of strength manifested by

Gregson ; and the odds fell.

Eighth. Gregson gained considerable confidence from the

success of the last round, and displayed all his science and

strength, and went in boldly to his man ; Gulley rallied, and

put in several good blows, and both the combatants stopped

with great adroitness. Gregson, by dint of strength, suddenly

caught Gulley up in his arms, and dashed him violently upon

the ground-and, with the greatest generosity, declined falling

upon him, as he might have done, from the advantage that he

had obtained, and for which noble conduct he was unanimously

applauded from all parts of the ring. It was the opinion ofthe

Fancy in general, that a better round had neverbeen contested ;

and Gulley's friends now rested their hopes upon his superior

science, in being able to overcome so powerful a man as Greg

The odds now changed upon Gregson.son.

Ninth.-Gulley stood up, and gave his antagonist a severe

facer, who slipped upon his hands and knees. This, for the

instant, produced rather an unfavourable sensation, from its

being considered more from design than accident ; but his

manly conduct throughout every round soon chased away any

suspicions that might have been entertained of a contrary

nature.

Eleventh.-Gulley put in a good hit ; but Gregson closed,

and Gulley went to the ground.

Twelfth.-Gregson in the best condition, and Gulley mani

fested considerable weakness. Gulley put in some blows ; but

they were too feeble to do any execution : Gregson gave

his adversary a dreadful blow upon the forehead that knocked

him down. The odds upon Gregson.

No. VIII. сс
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Thirteenth.- Gulley, notwithstanding his weak state, was

enabled, by his knowledge ofthe science, to gain the superiority

in this round ; but his blows were still feeble.

Fourteenth. Gregson , right and left, punished the face of

his opponent; when a severe rally ensued, and Gregson, ap

parently,through weakness, fell on his knees.

Fifteenth. A few blows were exchanged, when Gregson

gave Gulley a knock-down blow.

Sixteenth .-Gulley's face exhibited the desperate marks of

his opponent's strength, and his right eye was completely

closed ; a rally took place, when Gregson was knocked off

his legs.
*

-
Eighteenth. A good set-to, and the advantage completely

on the side of Gulley ; but who, notwithstanding, received a

desperate fall.

Twentieth .-Gregson, in endeavouring to plant his favourite

straight-forward blow, lost his distance, and, while in the act of

falling, Gulley caught him with a hit ; a small altercation took

place, as to the fairness of the blow, but, as Gregson was not

down, it wasconsidered correct, accordingto the rules of the art.

Twenty-third. A desperate rally between both the com

batants ; Gulley full of spirit, but still his weakness was evi

dent, and the strength of Gregson was leaving him very fast.

Gulley's bottom was known to be of the first quality, that the

odds were considerably in his favour.

Twenty-fifth . The spectators were full of anxiety respect

ing the decision of the combat ; and the backers upon each

side were puzzled to know which of the combatants was the

most beaten and exhausted ; their faces were shockingly dis

figured, and they both severely felt the want of time to recruit

their wind and strength, and were scarcely able to quit their

seconds' knees.

Thirty-sixth and last.-For the last ten rounds it could

scarcely be called fighting. Nature was completely exhausted

in both their frames, and it was the desperate efforts of the

mind seen struggling for victory ; their brave hearts endea

vouring to protract the scene, reluctant to pronounce the word

ENOUGH. In strict honour and justice, it might now fairly be

observed, that VICTORY hung upon mere chance, more than to

any other cause : from the helpless state of the combatants,

the betting became even. Knocking down seemed out of the

question for the last seven or eight rounds, and they fell
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*
continually together, from their feebleness. It has been re

marked, that it is impossible to witness any battle, however

perfect strangers the combatants may be, but that the spectator

naturally feels a sort of preference for one more than another

of the pugilists ; and here, in this state of the contest, putting

interest out of the question, it would have been impossible to

have made choice from any thing like superiority ; but, if there

was a favourite, Gulley, perhaps, had the balance. At meet

ing, in this last round, no drunken men staggered more, or ap

peared incapable to stand steady than both the combatants did ;

at length, Gulley rallied all his strength and spirits, and,

though feeble the attempt, it was of sufficient consequence to

knock down Gregson, and to prevent him rising to his time.

It was a proud moment for Gulley, who, like a tired horse

that is worn out from a longjourney, on finding that he is near

home, sets off in a trot ; so it operated with Gulley, who en

deavoured to make a jump of it , to show how much he valued

the victory. Gregson suffered most terribly indeed , and lay

on the ground for some minutes, totally incapable of moving

or speaking.

It has been the expressed opinion, by all those per

sons who witnessed the above combat, to be one, if not

positively the most dreadful, in its nature, that ever was

contested. It was scarcely possible to decide which of

the combatants was the most beaten, their figures were

so completely altered . The bottom displayed on both

sides excited universal astonishment. Johnson had been

terrific in his time ; and Big Ben tremendous ; George

the Brewer had shown a hardihood and firmness almost

beyond human nature to sustain ; and Jackson had

sported game of the richest quality ; but this was such

a complete system of milling, that it might be said to

" out-Herod Herod !"

GULLEY exhibited considerable improvement in

SCIENCE since his fight with Pearce; but, notwithstand

ing, the strength of his opponent was often nearly too

much forhim toovercome, and he had to contend against
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a considerable disadvantage in being compelled to wait

for Gregson's making a hit ; Gregson's left arm

was considerably stronger and longer than GULLEY'S,

and, in sparring, he always had it completely extended .

Gregson hits tremendously with his right hand, and

so giant-like in its effects, that it is almost impossible

to resist its powerful progress. It was owing to this

circumstance, that GULLEY displayed such a miserable

spectacle, and got his left arm so materially injured at

the commencement of the battle, and which has never

since been perfectly recovered.

3

Gregson, although so severely beaten in the above

contest, yet flattered himself, that, in the event of ano

ther trial with GULLEY, he should prove victorious ;

and his friends coinciding with that opinion, he chal

lenged GULLEYfor £200 a-side, which was immediately

accepted by the latter ; and the arrangements were

made by Major Morgan and Mr. Shelton, who sup

ported Gregson ; and by Mr. Jackson on the part of

GULLEY. The principal article of which arrangement

was, "neither to fall without a knock-down blow, sub

ject to the decision of the umpires." The important

day being appointed, it was soon blazoned abroad, that

the scene of action would be contiguous to Bedford

shire and Buckinghamshire, and the Marquis of Buck

ingham, upon hearing of the circumstance, and

having no great predilection for pugilism, issued

the following formal notice, in the County Chro

nicle :

"Buckingham House, London, May 8.

"Information having been transmitted to me, his Majesty's

Custos Rotulorum in and for the County of Bucks, of an in

tended riotous assembly, aiding and assisting in a breach ofthe

peace, by a boxing match within that part of the county of
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Bucks which touches or joins on the counties of Bedford and

Herts, near the town of Dunstable ; and, that the said illegal

and riotous assembly will take place on Tuesday, the 10th

instant, notice is hereby given, that proper steps have been

taken for the detection and punishment of all persons acting as

aforesaid, in breach of the peace, by the attendance of the ma

gistrates, high-constables, petty-constables, and other peace

officers, entrusted with the execution of the law within the

said county.

" NUGENT BUCKINGHAM ,

Custos Rotulorum ofBucks."

The anxiety manifested by the Sporting men, and the

Fancy in general, was so great to witness this second

combat, that numbers left London on the Monday, to

prevent meeting with any disappointment, in order to be

in readiness to follow the cavalcade, should any inter

ruption take place . The magistracy, from the above

formal notice, wereall upon the alert, and the Dunstable

volunteers were called out to secure the peace , and were

under arms by seven o'clock on Tuesday morning, May

10, 1808. (The impositions practised upon this occa

sionbythe landlords of the various inns in the country

towns near the scene of action, were of the most gross

nature. Two guineas was the price demanded for a

bed, not only the night previous to the fight, but the

same sum extorted in the evening when the battle was

over.) After considerable bustle and confusion taking

place, as to the propriety where the fight should take

place, it was judged expedient, to prevent disappoint

ment, that the contest should be decided in Sir John

Sebright's Park, Hertfordshire. Notwithstanding it

was several miles from the spot first intended for the

set-to, thither the multitude repaired , without murmur

ing, in the quickest and best manner they were able.

No. IX . D d

F



182 BOXIANA ; OR,

The string of carriages, and persons upon horseback,

travelling inhaste to arrive atthe destined spot, beggared

all description, from the splendid barouche to the jolt

ing taxed-cart, all were seen in rapid motion. Upon

their arrival in the park belonging to the above Baro

net, a good piece of ground was selected for the pur

pose, and a forty feet ring soon formed, which was

well secured by pedestrians and horsemen.

The weatherwas rather unpropitious forfighting, and,

although the rain had poured down in torrents, the nu

merous spectators valued no other consideration but

witnessing the fight, and the annoyance of wet clothes

was completely out of the question. Every thing being

ready for the contest, the combatants made their ap

pearance in the ring, attended by a numerous assem

blage of pugilistic heroes, and were greeted with reite

rated plaudits from,the anxious spectators.

Gregson was seconded by Harry Lee, and Joe Ward

acted as second to GULLEY, and Bill Gibbons was his

bottle-holder. Captain Barclay undertook the im

portant situation of umpire. Both the combatants

fought in white breeches and silk stockings ; and,

owing, it is said, to Gregson having spikes in his shoes,

they contested the battle without them.

First round. After the accustomed salutation, the comba

tants placed themselves in erect postures, and, minutely ob

serving each other's intent, they continued sparring for five

minutes, during which time Gulley retreated round to the ex

act part ofthe ring where he first entered ; the greatest anxiety

now prevailed for his safety, and so much alarmed were his at

tendants, that Bill Gibbons and Joe Ward put their hands over

the stakes of the ring, apprehensive, from the strength of

Gregson, that Gulley might be drove upon one ofthem, which

inevitably must have broken his ribs. Gregson having made a
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feint with his left hand, Gulley hit out most tremendously

upon the left temple of his antagonist, who was instantly

levelled from its severity. An uncommon silence prevailed

throughout this round ; when the odds instantly rose upon

Gulley.

Second. Gregson's powerful arm broke through Gulley's

guard, and put in a most tremendous blow upon his breast,

which sounded like a loud stroke upon a drum ; upon which

Gulley rallied, and hit Gregson down-a few cries of " Foul,

foul !"

Third. Both the combatants cautious, and resorted to spar

ring for nearly five minutes, without any blows being ex

changed ; at length Gregson endeavoured to put in a most tre

mendous hit, which Gulley stopped with his left arm , and fell.

It was from this blow, it is supposed, that Gulley's arm has

never been properly well since.

-
Fourth. A severe rally commenced on both sides-dreadful

blows given and taken-when Gulley, in stopping, fell .

Fifth. In this round the combatants were milling away

against the ropes, when Gulley, on going in, was knocked

down.

Sixth. Some severe blows passed, when Gregson rushed in

and caught Gulley by his thighs, lifted him fromthe ground,

threw him down, and fell upon him, nearly knocking the

breath out of his body.

Seventh.-Both upontheir mettle, and every exertion made

upon both sides for the advantage, when Gulley, by several

severe hits, beat Gregson out of the ring, and both fell.

Eighth.-Gulley's superiority began now to appear, not only

respecting his knowledge ofthe science, but as to the termina

tion of the fight ; his antagonist's head displayed considerable.

punishment, and, finally, Gregson was levelled.

Ninth. Some blows were exchanged, when they closed

and fell.

Tenth. This was a truly bloody round- the hits were tre

mendous inthe extreme-Gregson's head was frightful, literally

covered with blood, and his left eye nearly useless ; quite con

fused, and fighting rather after the Lancashire method, without

any pretensions to science-and, notwithstanding Gulley went

down, it was evidently in his favour.
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Eleventh Gregson, not destitute of bottom, rallied, but

without doing much execution ; and ultimately was knocked

down. Gregson appeared considerably on the decline.

Twelfth.-Gregson stood up, and put in a good blow on

Gulley's chest, who immediately returned a tremendous hit

that knocked him down, and planted another while he was

falling-a cry of " Foul!"

Fourteenth.-Gregson, nearly blind, appeared much con

fused, and was more an object of punishment now than to act

in an offensive manner.-Gulley put in three terrible hits with

out receiving, and Gregson, as before, was levelled.

Fifteenth.-Gregson attempted to rally ; but Gulley, aware

ofhis intention, knocked him down.

Sixteenth. Gregson, endeavouring to make use of what

little strength remained , ran in ; but it proved of no other

advantage to him than in closing they both fell.

Seventeenth .-Gregson , in this round, let his temper getthe

better of his judgement, and he was most miserably punished

for his temerity. He ran in almost headlong upon Gulley,

who, cool and collected, viewing the advantage which presented

itself, hit Gregson where hepleased, and stopped his opponent's

blows with the most apparent ease. Gregson, almost insensible

from this repeated punishment, turned his back upon his adver

sary, and, as if panic struck, made for the ropes- Gulley fol

lowing him, and changing his position, fibbed him, till he was

nearly exhausted, and then let him fall .

Eighteenth, Gulley completely master ofthe field ; Gregson

punished in all directions, and ultimately was knocked down.

Nineteenth. A few blows were exchanged, when Gulley

fell.

؛

Twentieth to twenty-second. It was all up with Gregson

-Gulley was every thing in all these rounds, and beat his op

ponent terribly ; still Gregson closed with him in all of them,

and they both fell. Twenty to one against Gregson.
**

Twenty-third and twenty-fourth .-Gregson's bottom made

him stand up; but it was completely useless, and his debility

was manifest to all the spectators.-Gulley put in a tremen

dous hit under his opponent's ear, which put an end to the

contest, by Gregson's being so finished, as not to be ready to

his time.

The superiority in the above battle was evidently upon
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the part of GULLEY ; and, during the continuance of

the fight, for FIFTY-EIGHT MINUTES, there was no

comparison whatever between the gaiety of the com

batants. Several of the fighting men, and many good

judges of pugilism, had great doubts as to the event of

the battle, from the determined manner in which the

former contest had been decided between these two

heroes ; and, who entertained a strong opinion, under

an idea that Gregson, in being able to add considerably

more science to his great strength, from the practice and

improvement which he had evinced in sparring, that

the chance was much increased in his favour. GULLEY

possessed so much confidence in his own abilities, that,

a few minutes before entering the ring, he offered to

back himself for fifty pounds (in addition to what he

had already betted) that he was the winner.

GULLEY, it appeared, had signified an intention of

quitting the profession of the pugilistic art, some time

previous to this last contest with Gregson, but concei

ving himselfbound in honour to accept the challenge of

the latter was the principal reason that he had now

given him the opportunity of a second trial, and of his

coming forward in a public manner. GULLEY in

formedthe sporting world, it was his decided intention

never to fight any more ; and that, in the above battle,

he had fought under considerable disadvantages, owing

to his left arm being injured . He now took his leave

of them, to follow his profession, as an inn-keeper, at

the sign of the Plough, in Carey-street, Lincoln's-inn

Fields ; to which place he was conveyed, with all the

honours accompanying victory, in the barouche be

longing to a nobleman of sporting celebrity.
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GULLEY, as a pugilist, will long be remembered by

the amateurs ofpugilism, as peculiarly entitled to their

respect and consideration ; and if his battles were not

so numerous as many other celebrated professors have

been, they were contested with a decision, science, and

bottom, rarely equalled, and, perhaps, never excelled,

and justly entitled to the most honourable mention in

the records of boxing. His practice in the art, it was

well known, had been very confined, and his theoretic

knowledge of the science could not have been very ex

tensive, from the short period he had entered the lists

as a boxer; but his genius soared above these difficul

ties, and, with a fortitude equal to any man, he

entered the ring a most consummate pugilist. In point

of appearance, if his frame does not boast of that ele

gance of shape from which an artist might model to

attain perfect symmetry-yet, nevertheless, it is athletic

and prepossessing. GULLEY is about six feet in height.

In concluding this trifling sketch of GULLEY, we

should be wanting in truth and candour, if we omitted

to state, that, with a knowledge of the world, he unites

themanners ofa well-bred man. Unassuming and intel

ligent upon all occasions ; this conduct has gained him

respect and attention in the circles in which he moves ;

and which are by no means of an inferior class. Thus

proving, in himself, a lively instance, that ALL pugilists

are not excluded from polished society ; and that,

without disparagement, he is an object well worthy of

imitation by the professors of the gymnastic science.

Mr. GULLEY was a master butcher of respectabi

lity, previous to his pugilistic encounters. In con

sequence of his declining the honours of the CHAM
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PIONSHIP, it descended to the honourable keeping of

the renowned Tom Cribb.

Mr. GULLEY now ( 1821 ) resides at Newmarket, and

is a most distinguished sportsman on the turf.

BILL HOOPER, the Tinman,

Otherwise denominated " BULLY HOOPER," the " LION

HEARTED HOOPER."

BRISTOL, among all her pugilistic heroes, in point of

courage, neverturned out a more determined boxerthan

BILL HOOPER, or one so thorough-bred. FEAR, it

should seem, never formed any part of his composition .

In all his contests he appeared confident of victory.

Respecting the size or strength of his opponents,
his

feelings never suffered any sort of depression, from a

consideration of that nature. HOOPER was truly va

liant, and his small stature, put in comparison with

most of the other pugilists of his time, he stood une

qualled. In possessing an excellent acquaintance with

the science, and supported by a bottom that even out

lived his nature, he distinguished himself in most of

his fights as a first-rate boxer. The patronage of the

late Earl of Barrymore unfortunately proved his com

plete destruction. Participating in the festivities of

Wargrave ; also in supporting the eccentricities of that

volatile nobleman, in forming one of the appendages>

to his numerous suite of singular characters, he became

so self-important from thus being noticed by his Lord

ship, and by a number of the higher flights of the



188 BOXIANA ; OR,

FANCY, the companions of that sprig of nobility, as

to render himself, in most companies, not only insolent

and disgusting, but to stamp completely his character

as a pugilist with disgrace. His mind was not strong

enough to sustain the sudden transition from obscurity

to a more prominent situation in life—and ultimately

poor HOOPER, from the dissipation and violent ex

cesses he had committed in the sunshine of his prospe

rity, became, some time before his melancholy end,

the miserable victim of disease and wretchedness. In

reference to which , see pages 5 and 6 of this work.

HOOPER's first set-to in the Metropolis was with Bill

Clarke,the plasterer, in the fields , near Tottenham-court

Road, (in which latter place HOOPER followed his busi

ness as a tinman) ; the battle was well contested, and

the conflict for some time doubtful ; but the science and

bottom ofHOOPER, at length, developing itself in so

superior a manner, he, soon afterwards, rose rapidly

into fame as a first-rate pugilistic hero.

HOOPER fought a number of good battles, and gene

rally proved victorious. On September 5, 1789, he had

a desperate contest, on Barnet-common, with one Cot

terell, for ten guineas a-side ; which continued above

half an hour, when HOOPER proved the conqueror.

In a battle with Wright, a carpenter, who was backed

by Lord Faulkland, which contest took place

at Wargrave, December 3, 1789, the seat of Lord,

Barrymore, who commenced his patron, HOOPER

distinguished himself considerably as a pugilist.

Wright, who was looked upon as a good boxer, was

most severely punished in twenty minutes, and his head

so terribly swelled, and his face so much disfigured,

:

".

-
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from the severe blows of HOOPER, as scarcely to be

known.

HOOPER was now called upon to enter the list at

Langley-close, near Salt-hill, Feb. 17 , 1790, with a pugi

list of the name of Watson, of good pluck and great ac

tivity, and nearly as equal a match as could be made.

Thecontest proved extremely long, and the advantages,

at different times in the fight, were varying and doubtful.

Considerable altercations took place as to the propriety

of blows, that the two chosen umpires were compelled

to call in a third , to make a final decision. The odds,

generally speaking, were in favour of HOOPER, who le

velled his antagonist several times during the contest ;

but Watson evinced considerable game throughout the

battle, which continued for two hours and thirty mi

nutes, and the amazing number of one hundred rounds ;

when it was decided in favour of HOOPER, from the

unfair hits of his adversary.

HOOPER, after the above period, attempted to fight

that tremendous pugilist Big Ben ; but it proved a

complete mockery of boxing, and was declared a drawn

battle.

HOOPER was next challenged by one Bunner, for

50 guineas, which was decided upon a stage 18 feet

square, at Bentley, a few miles from Colchester, on

Sept. 4, 1792. Bunner possessed considerable strength,

and, in the early part of the fight, the odds were, upon

that account, in his favour ; but the science of the Tin

man soon rendered it unavailing, and Bunner proved

an easy conquest, from having his arm broken by a fall

in the sixth round.

George Maddox, a boxer of great notoriety, now

No. IX . Ee
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entered the ring on Sydenhamn-common, Kent, on Feb.

10, 1794, with the TINMAN, for £25 a-side. George

had proved himself, upon most occasions, a game man ;

and considerable expectations were raised from the

well-known abilities of HOOPER. Numerous amateurs

attended to witness the contest, anticipating a most

excellent display of the art, among whom was to be

seen the late Duke of Hamilton. Maddox was the

favourite, and the odds, upon setting-to, were 5 to 4

that George was the conqueror. Joe Ward was the se

cond to Maddox, and Bill Gibbons his bottle-holder ;

and Tom Johnson and Jack Butcher were the attendants

upon HOOPER. Maddox took the lead for some time,

and showed himself to be well acquainted with the

principles of pugilism, and endeavoured to convince

HOOPER that he must surrender all hopes of victory

to his game and experience ; but the TINMAN, full of

pluck, and confident of success, contested the battle

most heroically for nearly an hour, when Maddox, with

considerable reluctance, acknowledged that HOOPER

was the conqueror.

HOOPER, immediately after the above contest, rose

so much into fame, that he was matched to fight Men

doza, upon a 24 feet stage, for 50 guineas, within a

month. It appeared that Mendoza preferred forfeiting

his deposit of £20 to having any thing to do in the

pugilistic way with the renowned TINMAN .

HOOPER had now to encounter that determined pu

gilist , Wood, the coachman, who had distinguished him

self in several good fights. The scene of action was

upon Hounslow-heath , on June 22, 1795 ; and it proved

one of the most desperate conflicts in which HOOPER

had been as yet engaged . In a contest of nearly 50 mi
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:

nntes, various turns of success appeared, and the bets

werecontinually changing. Wood fought with his usual

vehemence and resolution , and appeared almost certain

ofvictory but the TINMAN's terrible hard hits at times'

completely stunned him, and, in planting his favourite

blow under the left ear, reduced Wood to a complete

state of stupor. The bottom of Wood proved so prime,

that he contended for the chance for several rounds

afterwards ; when, finding that success was against him,

and that he was little more than an object of punishment,

he GAVE IN. The TINMAN, in conquering Wood, in

creased his reputation as a pugilist considerably. In no

battle whatever did the odds vary more rapidly than in

the above contest . Previous to the set-to, Wood was

the favourite ; and, for the first part ofthe fight, his

superiority was so prominent, that 20 to 1 was laid he

would prove the winner; but the courageous spirit of

HOOPER, and his knowledge of the science, not only

reduced the bets to a level, but, before the fight was

half over, 20 to 1 was laid that the TINMAN proved

the conqueror
.

HOOPER was at length doomed to experience the re

verse of that good fortune which had so often cheered

him with the sound of victory in his numerous contests ;

and HE who had beaten several distinguished profes

sors of the science, was now defeated by a boxer almost

a stranger to the Prize Ring. Tom Owen, who did

not want for strength, and who also possessed some

knowledge of the science, challenged HOOPER. The

fight took place at Harrow ; and Owen turned out a

much better boxer than had been anticipated . After

fighting above an hour, during which time 50 rounds

had been contested in a very superior manner, HooPER
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dislocated his shoulder. The event might have still

proved doubtful ; but after this accident HOOPERgave

in. HOOPER, was scarcely ever able to beat down his

antagonist's guard, and deprived of planting a hit, till

Owen had first made a blow. Owen's right hand was

tremendous.

HOOPER, in point of appearance, was by no means

formidable, scarcely exceeding the middle stature of

men. His height was about 5 feet 7 inches and a half,

and neatly made ; but his courage was truly astonishing ;

and it is only justice to remark of him, that he was a

first rate boxer. It is said of HOOPER, that he fought

more battles than any pugilist of his time ; and, gene

rally speaking, eminently successful in most of them.

Previous to his obtaining the patronage of the late Lord

Barrymore, and, at the time of his entering the lists

with Clarke, the plasterer, (the first battle that he fought

in London,) he followed his business as a tinman , in

Tottenham-court-road, and possessed the character of

a civil, well-behaved, smart young man. It proved too

much for him in being transplanted from making sauce

pans to the elevated situation of a nobleman's country

seat. The advantages of mixing with some of the first

characters of rank in the country, instead of appreci

ating the improvement that he might have derived

from only a slight intercourse with such superior

company, who, amid all their foibles and eccentrici

ties, it should never be forgotten, manifest the be

haviour of gentlemen, and who, upon any occasion

derogatory to good manners, are the very first to

resent improper conduct ; but, unfortunately, poor

HOOPER could not turn this singular alteration in his

life to good account. With no inconsiderable share
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of pride ; much attached to dress ; and rather illiterate,

his vanity was too conspicuous, and, not bearing in

mind the real character in which he stood asa dependant,

he considered himself of equal importance with his

principal-who had caressed and noticed him merely

from his intrepidity and knowledge as a scientific pu

gilist ; this source, from whence all his notoriety sprung,

entirely escaped his notice. HOOPER, from not having

any friendly monitor to warn him of his want of pru

dence and discernment ; his patron, (notwithstanding

his extreme levity and good-nature, ) at length, became

completely surfeited with his arrogance and presump

tion. Also, in the middle ranks of society, in casually

mixing with company, his actions were frequently out

rageous, and he endeavoured to support them upon

his pretensions as a pugilist.

In dwelling upon circumstances like the above, we

are only actuated by those motives which ought to cha

racterize the labours of all biographers-an anxiety to

promulgate the truth with accuracy and fidelity, as far as

can be ascertained consistent with our researches. And

in throwing out a hint to those whom it may most con

cern, by operating as a line of conduct upon any fu

ture occasion, we have endeavoured to tread as light

as possible on the ashes of the dead, in order that the

living may be benefited by obtaining the best of know

ledge, in valuing that admirable line of the poet's, so

often quoted, but so little followed , that

" The proper study of mankind is man."

HOOPER was a prominent feature in several of the

mad freaks committed by the late Lord Barrymore, at

Brighton ; and, unfortunately for his character, he was

viewed in no better point of view by the inhabitants of
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that fashionable watering place, than that of perform

ing the part of a bully to his Lordship- thereby com

pletely reducing his pretensions as a valiant pugilist .

The Earl, from his great popensity to larking, kicked

up innumerable rows (among which, the coffin scene

will long be remembered), and his Lordship not un

frequently left the Tinman to settle the difference. It

was thus that HOOPER, poor fellow, rendered him

selfodious, in acting under a mistaken bias, imagining

that he could do no less than support his patron, right

or wrong ! In such instances as the above, he was to

be pitied ; and we can only exclaim-" Alas, poor

Human Nature !"

BOB WATSON,

OF THE BRISTOL NURSERY,

A MOST spirited and active pugilist, and who also

ranked as a sparrer of the first reputation . A fewyears

since, he exhibited a display of the science of self

defence against the late Bill Warr, with considerable

applause, in a pantomime at the Theatre Royal, in Co

vent-Garden. One evening the audience were nearly

experiencing a real set-to between those celebrated pu

gilists-Warr, in the impetuosity of the attack, though

undesignedly, knocked out one of WATSON's teeth,

which touched the feelings of the latter rather acutely,

who, forgetting the actual situation in which he stood

(being before an elegant audience), and being full of

vigour and spirit, was for demanding instant satisfac

tion ; but it was passed over, upon his being assured

it was accidental . WATSON is related by marriage

to the family of the Belchers, of pugilistic notoriety

t

"
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and fame. BOB has, for some years past, relinquished

all pretensions in the gymnastic profession, to follow

in peace his occupation as a respectable master butcher,

at Bristol . WATSON, in height does not exceed five

feet five inches ; but, however deficient in point of

size, it is well known, that respecting bottom and science

be was not wanting. In the various battles in which

WATSON had been engaged, he conducted himself

with such spirit as to merit the appellation of a

good pugilist. His activity and method of fighting

`resembled, in a great degree, the late Bill Warr.

WATSON entered the lists with Elisha Crabb, a Jew,

who had rendered himself somewhat conspicuous in

beating the celebrated Oliver, (better known by the

name of Death !) The above contest was remarkably

well contested , on June 9 , 1788. WATSON had not

long arrived from Bristol, and was seconded by Bill

Warr; and Stephen was attended by Ryan. The fight

lasted nearly 46 minutes, during which time WATSON'S

activity and science soon brought him into notice as a

skilful pugilist, and he was proclaimed the conqueror.

On the race-ground at Brighthelmstone, upon a stage

erected for the purpose, WATSON fought with Tom

Jones, August 6, 1788. The combatants both distin

guished themselves for spirit and science ; and, after a

very manly contest for near twenty minutes, during

which a number of sharp hits were exchanged, Jones,

perceiving that the chance was against him, surren

dered the palm of victory to WATSON .

At Langley-broom, near Colnbrook, on April 25,

1789, WATSON entered the lists with Anderson ; who

was soon disposed of.

A match was made between WATSON and a butcher"
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from Bristol, of the name of Davies, which was de

cided at Coal-harbour, in Gloucestershire. Previous to

the set-to WATSON was the favourite, and the odds were

laid strongly that he would win . But after the first ten

minutes the odds rose rapidly, owing to the superior

strength of Davies, and who was by no means destitute

of a good knowledge of the science. WATSON, not

withstanding the advantages were so much against him,

continued to dispute every inch ofground with the most

heroic firmness, for upwards of three quarters of an

hour, and continued to fight, deaf to the remonstrances

of his second (Bill Warr) , till he could no longer stand .

The amateurs were muchpleased with his stanch bottom ;

and his character, instead of being diminished, was

considerably raised, although in defeat.

WATSON is still living ( 1821 ) , and frequently fills the

situation of a second in the neighbourhood of Bristol .

GEORGE NICHOLLS,

OF BRISTOL,

(Rendered conspicuous by conquering TOM CRIBB,)

A BOXER who, in all probability, from the two speci

mens of excellence that he displayed in the Metropolis,

had he continued in the practice of pugilism , might

have reached the very summit of glory—but who can

now only be remembered as a meteor in the pugilistic

hemisphere, whose dazzling qualities caused a momen

tary blaze, then disappeared, and all its brilliancy has

been since lost in oblivion. However, we were glad to

find, that the Temple of Fame is not so completely

filled with heroes, but that a small niche has been pre

served to do justice to the memory of NICHOLLS. In
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proving the conqueror of such a hero as Tom Cribb, that

circumstance is sufficient to exalt his character, even ad

mitting that it was only during Cribb's novitiate ; but

then the latter had beaten that renowned pugilistic

veteran of the old school, George Maddox ; also Tom

Blake, a determined boxer ; and Ikey Pig, a man of

considerable strength ; and all ofthem men of notoriety

in the tribe of pugilists . The success ofthese contests

had rendered Cribb somewhat conspicuous, who was

rising fast into eminence and fame, when he entered

the lists with NICHOLLS, for a subscription purse of

£25, at Blackwater, 32 milesfrom London, on Saturday,

July 20, 1805 , made up by the amateurs, to compen

sate them for their loss of time, in being deprived

of witnessing the intended fight between the Game

Chicken and Gulley. Tom Jones seconded NICHOLLS ;

and Dick Hall was the second to Cribb. The odds

upon setting-to were greatly on the side of Cribb, who

was the favourite ; but NICHOLLS was aware of Cribb's

method of fighting, and fought him after the style of

Big Ben, in his contest with Tom Johnson, NICHOLLS,

like a skilful general , armed at all points, was not to be

deluded by the feints of the enemy-the system of

milling on the retreat, which Cribb had hitherto prac

tised with so much success, in this instance failed ; the

coolness and good temper of NICHOLLS appeared so

predominant throughout the fight, that not only his

fortitude was preserved, but added vigour to his judge

ment, which rendered him , either in the attack or in

defending his position, a steady and decisive fighter.

Cribb became rather puzzled and perplexed from his

tactics being thus foiled-the advantages that he had

No. IX. Ff
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derived in former contests, by drawing his opponents

after him, and then punishing and irritating them in

their pursuit, so as to have the effect of making their

distances incorrect, (consequently their blows were fre

quently thrown away, and generally too feeble to do

any execution, from his ingenious mode of fighting,)

with NICHOLLS was rendered unavailing. GEORGE

would not suffer Cribb to play round him, whereby his

operations might become confused, but, with a guard

like Ben's, firm in the extreme, his appearance was

ing and impregnable. NICHOLLS was never in

duced to quit his position without putting in a tre

mendous hit, waiting with the utmost skill, for the te

merity ofhis opponent, and then giving the return with

a severity almost unparalleled . GEORGE Scarcely ever

failed in breaking through the defence ofhis adversary,

and ultimately concluding the round with a knock down

blow. NICHOLLS was a tremendous hard hitter ; and

his one, two , rendered him truly formidable. The science

and ability displayed by NICHOLLS, in this contest,

completely astonished the Sporting World ; many of

whom, in obtaining such knowledge, found out that

they had not procured it at a very trifling expense.

The odds were considerably in favour of Cribb at

setting-to, from the gluttony he had displayed in the

above-mentioned battles ; and NICHOLLS having fought

but once before, with Paddington Jones, which contest

was considered nothing more than a drawn battle, and

who did not stand so highin the opinion ofthe amateurs

as his opponent ; though notwithstanding his character

was admitted thorough bred. The first round was well

contested, and good specimens of the art were mani

fested upon both sides ; but NICHOLLS, with a tremen
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dous hit, knocked down Cribb. In the second andthird

the advantages might be termed reciprocal ; but, in the

fourth round, Cribb put in a terrible blow under NI

CHOLLS's right eye, that made it twinkle again ; yet it

by no means disturbed his method of fighting, and

he kept his temperwonderfully. The following rounds

to the eighteenth were well contested, and though one

ofCribb's eyes was nearly closed up, the amateurs were

not fickle in their opinions, and still looked upon him

as an object that might be betted on with success . In

the various rounds after this period, till about theforty

second, the science and adroitness of Cribb were ex

cellent, and his rallies most courageous and formidable .

NICHOLLS now became the hero of the scene, and

showed himself off in good style, by exhibiting gaiety

and confidence, and putting in his one, two, with con

siderable effect. Cribb, at this period of the fight, be

came much distressed , and endeavoured to recover his

wind and strength, with his usual ingenuity-fought

very shy, and had recourse to shifting ; but as he was

dead beaten, his distances became incorrect, and he fell

several times, from endeavouring to make his blows

tell but still his game was prime, and he protracted

the fight while a single chance remained, and the ama

teurs stillfancied him, and sported upon his head with

firmness ; but all the manoeuvres of Cribb were un

availing, and, in the fifty-second round, he was com

pelled to utter the reluctant sound- ENOUGH !

However, let it be recollected, that Cribb lost this

battle during his novitiate ; at a time when he was con

sidered little more than a bottom man, and a promising

young fighter ; and that even his most sanguine friends

at that period, had not a distant idea of his possessing

; !
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that greatness of pugilistic talent which has since been

promulgated, and so eminently placed him as the

proud and enviable Champion of England : but it is

the opinion of the best informed pugilists, that if

NICHOLLS were now to enter the lists with the Cham

pion, the chance would be materially against him.

NICHOLLS , we understand, soon afterthe above fight,

left London, to follow his business as a butcher, in the

neighbourhood of Bristol, where he at present resides.

In doing justice to the merits of the BRISTOL HE

ROES, ofwhom, for the present, we must take leave,

till our materials are more digested and matured, in

order that we may be enabled to resume the deeds of

that brave class of men, with spirit, accuracy, and im

partiality, we feel it, at the same time, essential to state,

that we cannot remain unmindful of those days when

A RACE OF PUGILISTS appeared, who, for soundness of

bottom, excellence of science, and superior strength,

have not since been equalled in the aggregate. We

have, however, no hesitation in affirming, that a star has,

now and then for a short period, appeared in the pu

gilistic hemisphere with uncommon brilliancy ; but

whose light has soon faded, and all its resplendency

sunk into a mere glimmering, if not ultimately become

eclipsed . It has been observed, that Fortune does

much for some men, who by improving upon pro

pitious events, and aided by high patronage, have

risen rapidly into notice, and become objects of

considerable fame ; while others, who have asto

nished, and have even claimed attention from

their greatness in defeat, have obtained but little
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more than admiration for their courage ; and too many

have been suffered almost to sink into oblivion, whose

deeds of valour were once the general theme of that

period in which they severally exhibited their excel

lences ; but, owing to that great love of novelty, so

predominant a feature in the human mind, they now

are nearly forgotten. Be it then the task of BOXIANA

to rescue those heroes from unmerited obscurity, and

place them in that point of view where they may be

recognised with pride, and their abilities acknowledg

ed andjudged of according to their respective merits.

DISTINGUISHED HEROES,

Ofthe SECOND or intermediate SCHOOLS

Tracing those periods of pugilistic heroism, and

the valorous achievements obtained by

"

GEORGE MADDOX,

(Paddington) TOMJONES, || DOYLE,

ISAAC PERRINS,

CALEB STEVEN RAMS- GEORGE, (the Brewer)

BOTTOM , (otherwise Ca- ELISHA CRABBE,

SYMONDS, (the Ruffian)
leb Baldwin)

MICHAEL RYAN,

DAN MENDOZA,

JOHN JACKSON,

TOM TRING

TOM TYNE,

DUNN,

ANDREW GAMBLE,

BILL WOOD, & c. & c.

It has been the expressed opinion of several ofthe

best informed of the FANCY, that, at the present time,

(Oct. 1 , 1821 , ) as a general observation, ancient spi

rit and nobleness of pugilism, which were wont to

prevail, have much degenerated ; and the combatants

VOL. 1. 2 D
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do not appear to possess such fine stamina, which so

conspicuously marked the days of the above-mentioned

pugilists. We are well aware that most minds labour

under a kind of fascination in their respect towards

antiquity, and the times previous to their existence ;

in too many instances, we readily admit that it obtains

an undue preference, to the manifest injury and even

neglect of modern achievements ; but, in appealing

to those persons who have made the art of self-defence

their study, and have traced its rise, progress, and the

material changes which it has experienced at various

times, (excepting two or three instances within the

last four years, ) our opinions will be found tolerably

correct, in observing, that PUGILISM, generally, is

rather in a degenerate state!

GEORGE MADDOX,

(A Pugilist of thefirst quality, and a renowned Ve

teran in the Field of Glory.)

"Praising what is lost,

Makes the remembrance dear."

{

Ir ever true valour lodged in the human breast

and ifthe fastidious can think it possible that a cos

TERMONGER Could have any pretensions to those feel

ings-courage and humanity-which enlighten and

give importance to the character of a MAN, without

being conversant with the CLASSICS the veteran

GEORGE MADDOX may be brought forward as a

striking instance of the fact. He was one ofNATURE'S

roughest gems-his exterior (when divested of the



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 203

-

paraphernalia of the apparel furnisher) was manly and

imposing-but his penetralia contained those hidden

keys, that when any sympathetic notes were touched

upon, the instrument was in perfect tune, and pro

duced most eloquent music. But then, GEORGE was

illiterate he was the creature of the moment, and

wanton in those impulses which so unaccountably

operate upon the human frame ; his language was ut

tered without the ornaments ofstudy, and his voluble

effusions were not ofthe most elegant description ; but,

notwithstanding this deficiency of scholastic advan

tages, it is equally true, a variety of phrases escaped

from his lips, whose point and brilliancy enlivened the

circles in which they were uttered, and would have

completely puzzled the late erudite author ofthe "Di

versions of Purley" to have obtained their immediate

signification, independent of tracing their etymology,

however elaborate the researches of that very learned

man. The refined critic, in all probability, from his

perspective view of GEORGE MADDOX, (the too gene,

ral distance of many criticisms, ) might have pro

nounced the veteran a fighting blackguard ; but the

man of the world, in his endeavours to appreciate the

advantages oflife, upon a nearerapproachtoGEORGE,

and who did not feel contaminated in the company,

ofa costermonger, but with a liberality of sentiment

acknowledge merit, even in rags, whenever it was

portrayed, and not blind to sensibility, although it

emanated from a pugilist, experienced in MADDOX

good nature and civil conduct, which proclaimed him

a MAN. Ifnot a wit equal to that DUSTMAN, whose

spontaneous brilliant compliment to one of the most

=
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lovely, enlightened, and dignified females of this

country, which bon bouche so fastened upon the feelings

ofthat celebrated character,as completely to distanceall

pretenders ever afterwards upon similar occasions—

MADDOX was full ofthose pleasantries and little charac

teristic touches, that rendered him pleasing and inof

fensive. Without one drop of resentment in his whole

composition, he fought more battles than any of his

competitors, and contested them with a spirit and har

dihood, that, in many instances, called forth consider

able admiration ; while in others, his determinedbottom

and resolution excited universal terror for the safety of

himselfand his opponents. In particular, his memorable

contest with Symonds (the Ruffian) was so truly despe

rate, that the spectators were in one general state of

alarm , and loud cries resounded from all parts of the

ring, "Partthem, take themaway, or elsemurder will be

committed!" which circumstance ofparting them actu

ally took place ; but not till TWO HOURS ofthe most des

peratemillinghad transpired that wasever witnessed . It

took therenowned Hooper, whose hits were tremendous

indeed, ONE HOUR before he could satisfy the gluttony

ofMADDOX! With Bitton, his game astonished all the

sporting men. After ONE HOUR AND TEN MINUTES, not

withstanding the superior strength of the Jew, whose

arm is by no means impotent in the act ofpunishing, it

ended in a drawn battle ! In his set-to with Seabrook,

he served it out in such fine style, in the short space of

three rounds, that the Dustman was panic-struck,and, to

put an end to the contest, gammoned that his arm was

broken ! On the same day, Richmond, the man ofcolour,

had a turn-up with GEORGE MADDOX, who, likewise,
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receivedsuch ataste ofthe veteran's quality, as perfectly

toconvincehimthat hestood no chance, and gave in, ex

claiming, " O,myeye!" from atremendous hit that was

put in under one of his sparklers, after only contesting

threerounds. And, let itnot be forgotten, that MADDOX,

in thefiftieth year of his age, entered the lists withthe

valiantTom Cribb,whowas in the prime ofhis youth,full

of strength and wind, and had, as yet, scarcely been

pinked. After fighting nearly one hour and a half, the

odds were four to one in favour ofMADDOX ; and itwas

not until seventy-six rounds had been meritoriouslycon

tested upon both sides , protracting the period for Two

HOURS AND TEN MINUTES, before the veteran cried

ENOUGH ! In his fight with Coady he also distinguished

himself in a most courageous manner : after half an

hour'smilling, Coady took advantage ofthe ring's being

broken, and could not be induced to return , when a new

one had been formed, to meet the determined rallies of

MADDOX ! In hisfifty-fifth year he was called out once

more with Richmond; and, notwithstanding Nature

was on the decline, the bottom he displayed truly asto

nished all the beholders ofthe fight. MADDOX pro

tracted the battle nearly an hour, and, although de

feated, was loudly cheered for his manly exertions, and

rewarded by a purse, to alleviate his bruises.

Though MADDOX never arrived at the towering emi

nence of CHAMPION, yet few men ever deserved that

honour more, either considered as a pugilist or as a man ;

contented with his neddy and his tumbler, his mind was

never disturbed by restless ambition ; and in peeling to

meet his man, a degree of cheerfulness was observed

about him, which reminded the observer, that GEORGE
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was only contending for glory. He was a true veteran

in the gymnastic art ; shifting was not in his creed, and

his peculiarforte was manliness. A better-natured man

could not exist ; and, ifwe may be allowed the compa

rison, MADDOX was in the pugilistic world whatthelate

enlightened Charles Fox observed of the Austrian gene.

ral Clairfayt, an officer uncommonly brave, but seldom

victorious, " that he was like a drum , never heard ofbut

when he was beaten !" MADDOX, it is true, wasknown

as a good pugilist ; but it is equally certain, that, after

any memorable achievement, he again sunk into his

former obscurity: during the fight he was an object of

attraction, but no longer ; and, having no first-rate

Fancier for a patron, he jogged on through life as an

honest, industrious costermonger. Although not hold

ing the belt, or being in possession of the cup, no

boxer ever reflected more nobleness upon pugilism

than did the veteran-GEORGE MADDOX.

BOXIANA, with all his anxiety and research to do

even commonjustice to his merits as a pugilist, is, from

candour, compelled to declare that he is incompetent

to relate one half of his numerous battles- which

were so nobly contested during the long period of up

wards of thirty-five years.

In 1776, he was engaged in a most desperate conflict

in Tothill-fields, and, in the event, MADDOX proved

the conqueror. To render this battle of more noto

riety with the sporting world, it is necessary to state

that GEORGE wasseconded by his sister, Grace Maddox,

and who, upon its conclusion, tossed up her hat in de

fiance, and offered to fight any man present. GEORGE

has often declared since, that he never had a better
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SECOND, and GRACE has been frequently heard to ex

claim, whenever her brother had been defeated, "that

she was sartain sure, ifshe had had the handling of

him, it would not have happened so unfortunately !"

Thisbattle gave rise to the following crambonian effu

sion, which was handed about at that period :
---

" MADDOX, the pride of the milling race,

Secured his conquest with a GRACE :

But once neglected, changed the case,—

GEORGE ne'er had lost, had he said- GRACE !”

At Datchet, in Berkshire, on Saturday, December 4,

1792, a battle took place between MADDOX and Sy

monds, which, for desperation and determined resolu

tion, stands unparalleled in the annals of pugilism . It

should seem as if the courage of the combatants had

increased from their disappointment, in consequence

of the magistrates having received previous notice of

the circumstance, and who interfered, and prevented

the fight taking place at Langley-broom, the spot first

intended. It was the opinion of the amateurs present,

that such a battle, take it altogether, had never before

been witnessed ; and it had hitherto been thought phy

sically impossible that the human frame could sustain

so dreadful a conflict. Symonds (the Ruffian) forcibly

portrayed what a man could perform, when the reso

lution is strong, and the bottom sound ; his dauntless

manhood was truly astonishing, and, for a long time,

he received the tremendous hits of his antagonist with

the most perfect sang froid. MADDOX, a true bit of

good stuff, determined not to be behind his opponent

in appearance, and never suffered his noble spirit to

droop, but hit away, and rallied all through the piece.
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with the greatest alacrity. It was impossible to de

cide which possessed the most fortitude ;-it was per

fect heroism on both sides . Art was out ofthe question ,

andthe combatants seemed above resortingto anyscien

tific efforts. Milling was the prominent feature, and if

ever punishment was exhibited with all its terrible

accompaniments, MADDOX and Symonds were truly

entitled to be denominated complete professors. To

attempt to recount the alternate advantages, the knock

down blows, the rallies, or the gluttony of these deter

mined pugilists , would require pages to give any thing

like a faithful portraiture of this tremendous fight . The

Ruffian was nearly two stone heavier than his anta

gonist, and appeared to have been beaten the most,

and both his eyes were completely closed up when

he was carried off the stage. MADDOX was not quite

in so desperate a condition as his opponent, he having

in general the best of the rallies, and puttingin nearly

two blows to the Ruffian's one, throughout the fight.

Had they not have been parted, it is supposed that

death to one ofthe parties must have been the inevita

ble consequence.

4

GEORGE entered the ring with Hooper, the tinman,

with considerable success ; and his science and bottom

convinced the Tinman that there was a great deal

ofup-hill work to be got over, before his journey could

be considered safe.

•

A match was made between Bitton (the Jew) and

MADDOX, fortwenty guineas a-side, and was decided on

Monday, December 13, 1802. The magistrates, being

put in possession where the intended fight was to take

place, sent out their officers to prevent it, which

sudden and unexpected intrusion occasioned consider
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able delay and confusion, before a proper spot could be

selected for this trial of skill ; at length , all difficulties

beingovercome, a ring was formed onWimbledonCom

mon, when MADDOX entered it, followed byJoe Ward,

as his second ; and the Jew was attended by Lyons.

Upon setting-to, Bitton endeavoured to convince his

adversary of his superior strength by levelling him in

the first three rounds ; but MADDOX, who was notsoon

terrified, and no stranger to knock-down blows, rallied

with his usual spirit, and, putting in tremendous hits,

changed the odds considerably in his favour. Milling

was the order of the day, and science was but little re

sorted to ; both the combatants seemed to prefer

making use of their strength. Bitton, in the latter re

spect seemed to have the advantage. MADDOX's body

and face exhibited terrible specimens of punishment ;

but his appetite was not easily satisfied , and his glutto

ny so great, upon most occasions of this kind, that very

few were to be found who would undertake to give

him a bellyfull ! Both the combatants displayed good

bottom through the long and trying conflict ofseven

ty-four rounds ; when , either from accident or design,

the ring was broken, and it was considered a drawn

battle !

On Monday, January 23, 1804, Seabrook, a dust

man. (who flattered himself that he had some preten.

sions to pugilism,) was prevailed upon to enter the ring

with GEORGE MADDOX, after those brave heroes of

the fist, Burke and the Game Chicken, had left it.

Seabrook had no existence before MADDOX, and was

so completely frightened out of all his conceit in three

rounds that he almost bolted from the spot.

2 EVOL. I.
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Bill Richmond, the man ofcolour, who hadsome little

notion, at this period , of serving it out, wished to put

his ideas into practice ; and seeing how the Dustman

had been disposed of, and imagining that he could not

appear worse than Seabrook did, consented to try his

fortune with MADDOX, and a trifle was made up

for the victor. GEORGE was completely cleaned out;

and having no Neddy or Tumbler to assist him in re

cruiting the deranged state of his finances, declared he

should be the happiest man living, if he could realise

seven pounds, to put him once more into business.

Having obtained two or three pounds by conquering

the Dustman, MADDOX set- to , with determined spirit,

laughing at his opponent, and, in terms not the most

refined, telling him what he might expect. Richmond,

like Seabrook, stood but three rounds, and received a

blow under one of his eyes, which was so tremendous

that it stupified him , and he could no longer continue

the fight.

GEORGE MADDOX, never afraid , and always ready,

entered the lists with Tom Cribb, vulgarly called the

"Black Diamond," onWood Green , near Highgate, on

Monday, January 7, 1805, for a subscription-purse of

twenty-five guineas-twenty for the winner, and five

for the loser. The disparity of years was considerable

between the combatants ; and Cribb, besides possessing

the advantages of youth, was too inches taller than

MADDOX, and, consequently, rather the favourite.

Paddington Jones was the second of MADDOX, and

Black Sam attended Cribb in the same capacity.

GEORGE fought like a hero, and performed prodigies

ofvalour ; and it was with great reluctance that he con
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sented to GIVE IN. In the above contest it was glutton

against glutton, and bottom against bottom ; -Cribb

contending with all the fire of youth, and a stamina

pure and untouched, trying hard for the honour of vic

tory ; while MADDOX, with all the experience of a

veteran pugilist, anxious to preserve his well-earned

reputation in not being overcome by a novice, contested

every inch ofground for two hours and ten minutes,

with a perseverance and resolution almost beyond the

power of human nature . MADDOX fell gloriously; and

Cribb, by this conquest, soon acquired a pugilistic

fame, hitherto obscured and unknown.

Coady, a boxer of some repute, was matched against

MADDOX, and the battle took place on Monday, June

5, 1806, at Padnal Corner, on Epping Forest. At set

ting-to the odds were rather against GEORGE ; butMAD

Dox, by his powerful rallies, and quick hitting, soon

brought himself into favour with the amateurs ; and, in

all probability, would have proved the conqueror, had it

not been for the intrusion ofthe military, and a magis

trate desiring them to desist from breaking the peace.

Theparties, in compliance with the laws, retired ; and,

upon a ring being formed in the course of an hour af

terwards, Coady positively refused again to meet his

opponent ; in consequence ofwhich refusal, it was de

clared a drawn battle ! Coady had been so severely

punishedaboutthe nob, that his eyes were nearly closed.

Richmond, from constant practice, had considerably

improved himself in the pugilistic art, and having en

tered the lists with some distinguished boxers during

the five years which had elapsed since his fight with

GEORGE MADDOX, thought that he might recover his
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reputation in another set- to with the veteran, and he was

in consequence matched against GEORGE for one hun

dred guineas. This fight, in a twenty-seven feet roped

ring, took place on the coast between Margate and the

Reculvers, on Friday, August 9, 1809. The veteran

had for his second Gulley, and Bill Gibbons attended

as his bottle-holder ; and Bob Clarke and Jack Ward

performed the above offices for Richmond. At the

commencement of the fight, notwithstanding MADDOX

was in the fifty-fourth year of his age, the odds were

six to four in his favour.

First round.- Maddox, never deficient in pluck, went in with

his accustomed resolution , and endeavoured to punish the

man of colour for his temerity, in thus daring him again to the

combat ; but the science and improvement of Richmond were

soon made manifest, by his stopping the blows of his adversary

remarkably clean , and in giving the return with so much

sharpness and severity as to level the veteran.

Second.- George, not in the least dismayed, rallied—and,

in the event ofthe round, threw Richmond over the ropes.

Third. Both in good spirits, and no shyness witnessed-a

number of good blows exchanged ; but Richmond had mate

rially the advantage, and displayed some fine specimens of

the science ; and, in throwing Maddox desperately, evinced

greater strength.

--

Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth .- Maddox never displayed finer

courage than throughout these rounds ; but Richmond's supe

riority was evident.

Fifteenth. The spectators could not but admire the bottom

and resolution of Maddox, in bravely contending against nu

merous disadvantages ; and, in the forty-fourth round, his ex

ertions completely astonished all present. Both his eyes were

quite closed up, and, being on his knees, by a sudden spring

he darted up, and caught hold of Richmond, and continued

punishing him, till he was so exhausted, that he fell from his

own efforts : yet so reluctant was he to acknowledge Richmond

the conqueror, that he protracted the battle till the fifty-se

cond round before he gave in.

In all the numerous contests in which MADDOX had
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been engaged his courage was pre-eminent. As a pu

gilist he was conspicuous for determined rallying and

quick hitting ; and, though extremely well acquainted

with the science, he relied more on his true game than

in strictly following the principles of the art. It is but

justice to his memory to state, according to the best

information upon the subject, that PUGILISM was never

disgraced by any of his public attempts, nor his cha

racter ever stained in making a CROSS.

A short time previous to his death, a benefit was

made for him, at the Fives ' Court, which was tolerably

well attended ; and several ofthe first-rate pugilists exhi

bited some excellent specimens of self-defence : among

whom several of his old opponents, out of respect to

his services, were not backward in assisting him by

their efforts, as Cribb, Bitton, Richmond, &c. &c.

The above brave veteran lost his life through an

accident. The pipes which convey the water through

the streets were repairing, near the Borough Market,

and the opening not being properly secured, MAD

DOX fell to the bottom, and broke his thigh in a most

dangerous manner, which brought on a high fever, and

ultimately closed his career. GEORGE was in height

about five feet eight inches ; a pleasant, cheerful look

ing man ; and, by " the heart that can feel for

another," lived respected and died pitied, although

following the humble occupation of a costermonger.

BILL WOOD, the Coachman,

Was a pugilist of considerable celebrity, and truly

entitled to mosthonourable mention inthe annals ofbox
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ing ; and, although his battles were not very numerous,

it is but justice to state, that WooD contended with

the bravest of the brave ! In his contests with Warr,

Georgethe brewer, Hooper, Bartholomew, and Bitton,

he proved himself entitled to the appellation of a tho

rough-bred boxer, by his display ofconsiderable science,

and evincing a bottom ofthe richest quality. He pos

sessed an undaunted spirit ; was in height about five

feet eleven inches ; and considered an impetuous

fighter. He was a hard hitter, and could punish with

both hands with equal facility.

In his first attempt with Bill Warr, at Knavestock,

in Essex, though he was looked upon as a novice in the

pugilistic art, it required all the skill of that scientific

boxer to become the conqueror.

Wood next entered the lists with George, (thebrew

er,) a properstand-up fighter, at Hornchurch , in Essex ,

for one hundred guineas, upon a stage twenty-four

feet square, on Thursday, February 13, 1793. WOOD

was seconded by Joe Ward ; and Mendoza performed

the above office for George. It was an uncommon

desperate conflict ; and the set- to commenced with un

usual violence, the combatants being well aware ofeach

other's bottom. Woon put in a tremendous hit, which

brought down his antagonist with considerable force.

George, irritated to excess, attacked Wood with the

utmost impetuosity, was completely abroad with pas

sion, and became the victim to his intemperance : the

latter took advantage of this opening, and put in a

dreadful blow on his opponent's jaw, which produced

so loud a crash, that the spectators immediately per

ceived it was broken . The anxiety at this moment was
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great in the extreme, and an opinion was entertained

that George would not be able to come again, from

so alarming a fracture, but, to their astonishment, the

Brewer renewed the attack with increased game. George

put in so terrible a thump upon Wood's nob, that he

was quite abroad, and the odds rose two to one against

the Coachman. Several excellent rounds were contest

ed after these changes of success ; and if ever milling

waswitnessed in any battle, or first-ratepunishmentex

hibited in style, George and WOOD might be consi

dered most accomplished artists. The head of the

Brewerwastruly terrific from its increased size ; and his

body displayed the severity of his antagonist's fist ; and

WOOD's appearance was nearly as bad, but at this pe

riod he possessed the most strength. The contest lasted

twenty-five minutes ; when George cried out-ENOUGH.

The Brewer was not expected to survive, from the se

vere beating which he had received.

Bottom, most assuredly, is an important requisite to a

pugilist-in fact, eminence cannot be obtained without

so essential an article ; but impetuosity, when occasioned

by irritation, not only defeats its original intent, but

ultimately produces consequences so diametrically op

posite, that any person, viewing it attentively, must be

convinced ofits weakness and absurdity. Coolnessshould

be the leading feature of every boxer : it is then

the manifest advantages of the science are to be witness

ed over the impotent efforts of blind fury and head

strong passion ; and it is also, where FORTITUDE proves

so admirable a second to judgment, in , sustaining the

heat ofthe conflict, without losing that equanimity of

temper, which, in nine cases out of ten, produces VIC
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TORY. The above fight proved a strong instance ofthe

disadvantages of an irritated state of mind.

WOOD, although beaten in his contest with Hooper,

distinguished himself considerably.

Amatch was made between WOOD and Jack Bartho

lomew, a pugilist ofgreat notoriety ; and which was de

cided upon a stage erected for that purpose, between

Ealing and Harrow, on June 30, 1797. The amateurs

were much disappointed upon this occasion, as a good

battle was anticipated, from the celebrity of the com

batants, but, owing to some foul blows being attributed

to Bartholomew, the contest was decided in about six

teen minutes in favour of WOOD.

WOOD was now matched against Bitton, the Jew,

for a purse offifty guineas, which battle took place on

Wilsden Green, on Monday, July 16, 1804. A con.

siderable number of amateurs were present, and a

good ring being formed, the combatants entered it in

high spirits.

First round.-Wood soon began to manifest his strength,

and with his impetuosity broke through his opponent's guard,

and put in some hits . Bitton returned sharply, and several

good blows were exchanged ; but Wood took the lead, and

drove Bitton against the ropes, the Coachman hitting away

tremendously, when Bitton fell.

Second.-Wood, full of gaiety, put in the first blow-when

Bitton rallied with good spirit , but fell.

Third.-Bitton had the best of the round , and Wood fell

Fourth.-Wood rallied in good style-but Bitton was on

the look-out, and planted some good blows ; yet, notwithstand

ing, the Coachman's strength was too much for him, and drove

him over the ring, when Bitton fell .

Fifth . Both resorted to science, and showed they were

not deficient in possessing a tolerably good knowledge ofthe

art-some tremendous blows were given and taken ; and

Wood exhibited signs of severe pinking, yet rallied Bitton

with such severity as to get him against the ropes, where he

threw him. Bitton notwithstanding was rather the favourite.
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-
Sixth . The rays of the sun had a visible effect upon

Bitton's face ; and, in endeavouring to get the advantage of

his opponent in this respect, Wood with impetuosity ran in

and threw him .

Seventh. Wood, knowing the value of the shade, was

not to be deluded from it, and Bitton received some severe

blows from his opponent without being able to stop them,

whose exertions were so forcing as to drive the Jew once

more to the ropes, where he again fell. Wood rather be

trayed symptoms of exhaustion.

Eighth. Wood still tried on what his strength would do,

and ran in with considerable violence, closed, and threw

Bitton, and pointed at him, by way of triumph.

Ninth. This sort of derision was too much for the temper

of the Jew, and he rose in a great passion, and began to

attack Wood with considerable fury, but completely lost his

ground from his irritated state, that the Coachman gave him

a tremendous left-handed hit, which proved a leveller. Wood

was loudly cheered for the neatness with which he put in

this blow.

Tenth. Bitton was brought to his recollection, and became

somewhat temperate-he rallied with good judgment, and

made his blows tell. Wood slipped, and Bitton caught him

with a severe blow on the body : the Coachman fell from

its severity. Odds six to four on Bitton.

Eleventh.-Wood, somewhat shy of Bitton's fist, pur

sued his old method of running in and throwing his an

tagonist.

Twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth.-Several good blows

were given and taken in these rounds, and Bitton displayed

some excellent specimens of the science, particularly in stop

ping very clean, and returning very sharply.

Fifteenth.- Bitton, in a rally, gained considerable advan

tage by putting in a tremendous stomacher, which not only

levelled Wood, but so nearly deprived him of all his wind

that he could not return exactly to his time, ( half a minute, )

and, from a supposition that the Coachman had got his dose,

the ring became rather disordered , and some confusion ensued,

during which buz Wood perfectly recovered, and com

menced the

Sixteenth. Which proved of no material consequence.

Seventeenth. Bitton full of gaiety ; but Wood nearly

exhausted ; and it was thought he was almost done up.

VOL. I. 2 Ffr
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Eighteenth. Contrary to expectation , the Coachman re

vived, and went boldly to his man, and had the best of the

round.

Twenty-fifth.- Wood, in all the last rounds , convinced

the spectators that he possessed a most determined resolution,

and a thorough bottom , although his blows did not appear to

do much execution .

"

Twenty-sixth. The ring was now broken ; and consider

able confusion ensued, when Bitton's party declared it was

done designedly, on purpose to deprive him ofthe fair advan

tages which he had obtained ; and, ultimately, with an inten

tion that he should lose the battle ; but, after considerable

difficulty, another ring was formed, although extremely irre

gular, and to the

Thirty-second- It was all bustle and pushing each other

about, to keep proper room for the combatants , whose suc

cesses were alternate . Bitton was here getting into a weak

state and fell often , though now and then making a good hit.

A little more regularity began to prevail, till the

Thirty-sixth. When Wood showed his game to be truly

excellent, and stood up like a hero ; Bitton, however, had

the advantage of vigour, and just lasted long enough to hear

his antagonist had given in.

WOOD always maintained the reputation of a scien

tific, courageous pugilist, but has left the practice for

some years, and now follows the occupation of a

Hackney Coachman.

TOM TYNE, the Tailor,

Was a pugilist of considerable activity and science,

and, it is said, that Tom was equally as expert in using

his fist in the ring, as he had been in throwing about

the steel bar upon the shop-board ; and in himself a

contradiction tothe old sentiment, that nine tailorsmake

a man. TYNE was not destitute of pluck ; but at times

was considered somewhat too scientific, in showing that

he knew how to shift, and was not an entire stranger to
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dropping, when it answered his purpose : yet, notwith

standing, he fought some good battles ; and it is but

candid to observe, that he was looked upon by no

means as an inferior pugilist. TYNE was in height

about five feet seven inches ; a left-handed hitter, but

could use his right extremely well ; and, in several

of his contests, exhibited some very good specimens

of the art.

.

TYNE was matched against one Jones, a strong

athletic man, for fifty guineas, which contest was

decided at Croydon, on July 1, 1788. Tom Johnson

seconded TYNE upon this occasion . It was remarked,

that, however TYNE might show the most science,

Jones portrayed the most manhood. TYNE had re

course to all the worst parts of the ART : i. e. fighting

shy, shifting, and dropping, trying to WIN the battle

by manœuvring, instead of fighting it ! -while Jones,

on the contrary, full of fire , seconded by good bottom,

displayed one of the first principles of pugilism

firmness, and would have milled his antagonist in

good style, had he given him any chance ; but, when

ever Jones endeavoured to put in a good hit, TYNE

fell, defeating his exertions, and, ultimately, was the

occasion of his losing the battle. Jones, in the spirit

of the moment, following up his antagonist, put in a

blow rather too low, which was declared foul, and

TYNE proclaimed the victor ; when he obtained the

money, but lost the credit ofthe fight.

TYNE next entered the lists with Earl, upon a stage,

erected near the stand onthe Brighton race-ground, on

August 6, 1788. Never were more fashionables assem

bled at a boxing-match than the above. The town ofei

! ¥
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Brighthelmstone was literally drained of its company,

and the race-stand was crowded to excess with nobility

and gentry ; among whom was his Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales. Earl was a tall, strong man,

and, in point of appearance, the favourite, and was

actually becoming so from his exertions, when TYNE

put in a blow upon his temple, that made him reel

against the rail of the stage, and he instantly dropped

down dead ; which unfortunate circumstance produced

a most afflicting scene ; and the Prince declared he

would never witness another battle. His Royal High

ness, with great humanity and consideration, settled an

annuity on Mrs. Earl and family. It appeared, by the

evidence before the Coroner's jury, that Earl had been

for some time previous to the battle engaged in an

election contest at Covent-garden , and had been in

one continued state of inebriety during the whole of

it. It was the opinion of the professional men, that

the vessels being so overcharged with blood was the

immediate cause of his death.

· Elisha Crabbe, the Jew, entered the field of glory

with TOMTYNE, contiguous to a place called Horton

Moor, on Monday, March 24, 1790. Tom Johnson

seconded TYNE, and James was his bottle-holder ; and

Lee and Joe Ward performed the above offices for

Crabbe. Upon setting-to the odds were in favour of

TYNE.

Firstround. Both cautious, and the spectators experienced

a good display of the science, when Crabbe produced an over

flow ofclaret from Tyne's nose, and, in closing, the Jew fell.

Eighth. For the last six rounds no material advantage ap

peared on either side ; but Crabbe now put in a tremendous

blow, that levelled Tyne, and fell with all his weight upon his

body.

--
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Fourteenth.- The Tailor was again levelled.

Sixteenth . Several good blows were exchanged ; and

Tyne put in right and left upon the Jew's frontispiece two such

severe blows, that Crabbe's countenance underwent a trifling

change; but the Jew returned the compliment with a knock

down blow.

Eighteenth.-Tyne, not much admiring the Jew's dexterity

in so often levelling him, dropped from his own inclination,

which occasioned some murmurings, and cries of " foul !"

but the battle went on till the

Twenty-second. This was the most attractive, if not the

best contested round in the fight ; and the combatants en

deavoured to sound each other's bottom. The Jew showed

off some neat specimens of the Mendoza school ; and Tyne

convinced him that he was no mean adept in the science

giving and taking was the order of the round, and they were

not sparing in marking the canvass. The advantages were

nearly reciprocal, till the

-

Thirty-second. After several blows were exchanged,

Tyne put in a tremendous blow on one of Crabbe's eyes,

which knocked him down.

Thirty-third.-Tyne in manoeuvring fell, and Crabbe, by

endeavouring to make one of his blows tell, so completely

lost his equilibrium that he went right over his antagonist,

and fell on his face against the stage, from which he received

considerable injury.

Thirty-ninth, and last.- The five preceding rounds were

more of show than effect, and the combatants seemed pretty

well tired of the scene-Crabbe, at length, put in a trifling

blow, which caused Tyne to fall ; but the Jew was so much

exhausted, that he was compelled to give in.

Upon the whole, theabove contest was tolerably well

spoken ofbythe amateurs ; and it was considered that

very little trifling had taken place during the thirty-five

minutes which it continued. The Jew proved the most

showy fighter; but TYNE did the most execution.

TYNE was challenged by one Fearby, a pugilist of

more promise than practice ; and the trial of skill was

decided inthe ring in Hyde Park, on Friday, December



222 BOXIANA; OR ,

31 , 1793. The conflict was long and doubtful, and

TYNEendeavoured to avail himself ofeveryminutiæ of

the art, but without effect ; as, in the event, he was

obliged to acknowledge himself " the Tailor done

over!"

GEORGE INGLESTON, the Brewer :

""

A truly manly pugilist, and a pupil of the late cele

brated Tom Johnson, GEORGE was rather a heavy, but

strong-made man, and upwards of six feet in height.

He was brought into notice under the patronage of his

distinguished tutor ; and who, like him, was averse to all

shifting. Inthe proper acceptation of the term, INGLE

STON wasastand-up fighter, and never bobbed his head,

or shifted his feet, to avoid a blow ; but received thehit

with heroic firmness, and his return was ponderous

indeed. He could not boast of much agility, and

rather slow in his movements, yet his aim, in general,

was tolerably sure. INGLESTON had no pretensions as

ascientific pugilist, but rested all his claims to attention

upon
his undaunted resolution and sound bottom .

His battles were not numerous ; but, nevertheless,

they were conspicuous ; and his opponents were ofthe

first order of pugilists . GEORGE, in proving the

conqueror with Jackson, (if such an expression can

be allowed) was entirely owing to accident ; in fact,

it would prove more correct, if it was observed, that

the battle was put off, as will be seen in the detail of

the fight. On the day after the memorable contest of
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Johnson and Perrins, GEORGE's battle with Pickard

will long be remembered by the amateurs, for the

manliness, fortitude, and game displayed by him and

his brave antagonist ; and, it must be acknowledged,

it exceeded by far the valiant achievements of Big

Ben and Tom Johnson, who preceded them in the

field ofglory. 1.4

At Ingatstone, in Essex, on March 12, 1789, for fifty

guineas a-side, a match was decided between GEORGE

INGLESTON and Jackson; the former was seconded by

Tring, and the latter by Big Ben. Upon setting- to the

bets were even ; but the superior knowledge ofthe art

wassoon manifested by Jackson, and, in the event ofthe

round, Jackson levelled the Brewer. In the second and

third, several good blows were exchanged ; but the

science ofJackson made so strong an impression uponthe

spectators, that the odds were fast moving in his favour.

In the fourth round, it was nearly two to one the

Brewer was defeated, but, unfortunately for Jackson,

owing to the slippery state of the stage, from the rain

that had fallen upon it, he fell down, dislocated his

ankle, and the small bone of his leg was also broken. In

consequence ofthis accident, there was no alternative

left for him but to give in, it being impossible for a

man to continue the fight, who could not stand.

In other respects, Jackson was in full vigour to have

carried on the battle ; but, ifour information is correct,

the report of that day states, that, to prevent disap

pointment to the numerous spectators, Jackson, in

order to show his true game, and not to be dismayed

by the accident, offered to be fastened down in a chair,

(somewhatsimilar to the sailors, who arenailed down to
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their chests, in any pugilistic contest,) if INGLESTON

would adopt the like manner, and to fight it out-but

we understand the Brewer positively refused.

On the 23d ofOctober, 1789, GEORGE fought with

Pickard, upon a twenty-four feet stage, at Banbury, in

Oxfordshire. Thiswas a mostdesperate stand-up fight,

andthe Birmingham hero, whose character for bravery

could not be exceeded, acknowledged, after contend

ing above halfan hour, that he was perfectly satisfied,

and GEORGE was declared the conqueror.

In his contest with Wood, the coachman, his true

courage will not easily be forgotten.

MICHAEL RYAN

Was a native of that country whose peculiar warmth

of disposition has often subjected its inhabitants to nu

merous unpleasant situations and serious consequences,

frequently defeating their best intentions, and, in toc

many instances, overpowering their lively discernment.

RYAN was an Irishman, and he loved the place that

gave him birth with marked sincerity ; but the slightest

reproach insinuated against Paddy's land rendered him

impetuous and untractable. He was communicative and

good-natured ; and if he could not enliven the table

with those brilliant sallies of wit, which have so often

distinguished numbers of his enlightened countrymen,

his drollery and pleasantries, in relating anecdotes be

longing to the sod, never failed in producing consider

able laughter among his companions. 1

RYAN ranked as a most accomplished pugilist-and
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after beating a number of heroes in his own country, he

came to England in quest of more glory and conquests.

His knowledge of the art was considerable , and in unit

ing a good theoretic inquiry with a tolerably extensive

practice, he became not only one ofthe most scientific,

but truly formidable boxers. The attitudes ofRYAN

were firm and elegant ; and his neatness in sparring

was equal to Mendoza's, (in the best attempts of that

celebrated pugilist, when displaying the advantages of

thescience,)—and , in a set-totogether, the amateurs ex

perienced a rich and explanatory treat of the offensive

and defensive method of pugilism, conducted with as

much regularity and precision as the style of fencing.

RYAN was a left-handed man, and considered one ofthe

hardest hitters in the kingdom . One of his peculiar

traits as a boxer was, in generally giving the first knock

down blow; yet he was not wanting in any other re

spect, had he possessed a cool and steady temper. In

those battles wherein he sustained the loss of victory, it

mightbe urged, he was an accessary to his own defeat,

from being soon irritated in the fight, which produced

a premature exhaustion. He was partial in using the

chopper, and many of his opponents suffered dreadfully

from its operation . His courage kept pace with his

science, however excellent ; and he had all the requisites

which constitute (what he really was) a first-rate pugi

list. RYAN was an object of considerable attraction

among the amateurs ; his appearance was manly and

athletic ; and in height about five feet eleven inches.

RYAN was well aware of his failing respecting the

irritation of his temper, and endeavoured to conquer it,

but without effect. While his mind remained serene in

VOL. I. 2 G

1
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the fight, his guard was admirable, and he appeared as

ifarmed at all points . In his second memorable con

test with Tom Johnson, at Rickmansworth , during the

short period he was in possession of himself, his abili

ties as a pugilist were conspicuously prominent. In the

opinion of those amateurs who had witnessed the

various displays of this boxer, little doubt remained, if

RYAN could have obtained the mastery of his passious,

(from the union of such rare qualities in one person,

asstrength, science, activity, and bottom, and all ofthem

in a very eminent degree, ) the title of CHAMPION

must have graced his character ; and few men could

havebeen produced who would have stood achance with

so celebrated a pugilist . He had paid great attention to

the study ofpugilism , and, in point of excellence, as a

scientific artist, if RYAN was not so easily finished as

Mendoza, yet it was almost impossible to discover any

thing like inferiority. RYAN taught the science with

considerable facility ; and several ofhis pupils reflected

credit, from the rapid improvement they made under

the tuition of so distinguished an instructor.

In his contest with Dunn he evinced great powers ;

and no man thought more highly, or expressed himself

with greater liberality, in extolling his character as a

thorough-bredpugilist, than the late TomJohnson. Such

pugilists as RYAN are but seldom seen ; and his battles

were more numerous in Paddy'sland than in England.

As a publican he conducted himself with discretion

and civility and his house, in St. Giles's, at one period

was much resorted to, not only by the sporting men,

but it overflowed with his countrymen ; and where

the "lovers of life" derived much information from

the passing scene !
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SYMONDS, the old Ruffian.

Of all the appellations that have been made use ofto

designate the various pugilists, there is no question but

that of RUFFIAN is the most uncouth and forbidding.

The bare idea is terrific, and its common acceptation is

understood, generally, to apply to the worst of charac

ters, and more especially as to appearance-but, in the

above instance, SYMONDS was a good-looking man ,

remarkably well-made, and in height about five feet

nine inches. Then, in understanding the phrase in its

proper signification, if we are not misinformed, it

amounts simply to this, that SYMONDS was a ruffian

like fighter ! who, disdajning to follow the systematic

principles of the art, preferred desperate rallies and

determined resolution, as the more sure methods to

obtain victory than by any scientific displays of judg

ment ; not unlike the sportsman, who dauntless leaps

over hedges and ditches, indifferent to the conse

quences, while the game is in view, so that he may be

in at the death. This was the plan of SYMONDS- in

all his battles the utmost desperation prevailed, and

his gluttony was ofthe most inordinate kind. In de

tailing his contests, one monotonous plan of milling

was his forte, which was so evidently portrayed in

his encounters with Drake, Maddox, &c. as to render

any further observations unnecessary, in the conclu

sion of his character, than merely to state that

SYMONDS was a truly bottom pugilist.
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TOM (otherwise Paddington) JONES,

Thefirst Competitor of the late JEM BELCHER, in the

Metropolis.

" As we do turn our backs

From our companion, thrown into his grave,

So his familiars from his buried fortunes

Slink all away; leave their false vows with him,

Like empty purses pick'd : and his poor self,

A dedicated beggar to the air,

With his disease of all-shunned poverty,

Walks, like contempt, alone."

Rescuing the brave from unmerited obscurity is one

ofthe most pleasing tasks ofthe impartial biographer

--the great Belisarius begged for bread through the

towns he once had conquered ; and it has been the fate

of a number ofgreat men, who, at one period oftheir

lives have been much caressed, and the very idol of

popular opinion, in the course of a few fleeting years,

completely to lose all their ascendancy, and sink into

considerable obscurity, if not to be totally forgotten ;

such is the inconstancy of mankind !

It appears that Paddington JONES has fought more

battles than any other pugilist now in existence, ex

cepting Caleb Baldwin, and for seven years VICTORY

crowned all his attempts. The Ring in Hyde Park

was the principal spot where he contended for glory,

and in which we are informed that he sported his figure

no less than NINETEEN times, independent of entering

the lists in various other parts of the country with

several distinguished pugilists.

PADDINGTON gave birth to this hero, (where he at

7
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present resides, ) and from which place, in the pugilis

tic world, he derives his title. Toм commenced

boxer when quite a youth, and, from the intuitive sci

ence which he displayed at that early period , attracted

the notice of the veteran TomJohnson, who pronounced

him to be a promising pugilist. The trifling skirmishes

of this hero are too numerous to be noticed, and we

shall commence with his efforts when stakes were de

posited for the victor.

Tom's first regular contest was about the year 1785,

with one Ned Holmes, in the fields of Paddington, for

the important sum of half-a-crown ; and, by those per

sons who witnessed the battle, it appears, it was as

well contested as if one hundred pounds had been the

stakes-but JONES being a mere novice, and quite a

stripling, and Holmes a full-grown man, the latter

proved the conqueror.

Toм, endeavouring to recover the mortification of

defeat, in the course of a few months afterwards, chal

lenged Holmes out a second time, upon the regular

principles ofpugilism, (half-minute time, ) for a guinea

and a half, when JONES obtained an easy conquest.

One ofthe Life-Guards, who had been vaunting of

his great deeds of pugilistic note at Tom Johnson's

house, near Lincoln's Inn Fields, was told byJoe Ward,

in answer to his boast, that he would produce a boythat

should soon take the conceit out of him : accordingly, a

match was made for two guineas against a watch, and

Paddington JONES was brought forward as the neat

article to serve out the Lobster. It was to have been

decided in the street, in the first instance, but was re

moved to Harley-fields. Upon stripping, the Guards
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man smiled with contempt at his boy-like antagonist,

and with his long arms, had the advantage for the first

part of the battle, and dealt out some severe punish

ment, but the science and bottom ofTom soon stopped

his career. After a most desperate conflict, which was

witnessed by most of the celebrated pugilists of that

day, who were astonished at the intrepidity displayed

by JONES, in milling his opponent in about fifteen

minutes. Joe Ward seconded Toм.

Shortly after the above circumstance, in the same

fields, JONES foughtoneJackBlackwell, a lime-burner,

for ten shillings ; and, although he showed offcomplete

ruffianism in the battle, was easily disposed of by Toм.

Tom Burley, a companion of Blackwell, thought he

could now vanquish JONES, and had the temerity to

enter the ring, immediately on the fight being over,

and gave him a challenge for the like sum ; which Toм

instantly accepted . Burley was also a complete ruffian,

and tried what downright force could effect ; but

JONES SO completely warded off his attacks, and put

in his blows with so much science and execution, that

Burley requested Tom to leave off, as he was perfectly

satisfied. The above contests were rendered somewhat

conspicuous, from the celebrated Major Hanger and

his black servant performing the offices to JONES

throughout the conflict which all pugilists stand so

much in need of..

Amatch was made between a one-eyed Sailor, a most

determined boxer, and Toм JONES, for ten guineas

a-side, about the year 1786, which was decided in the

Ring, in Hyde Park. The contest proved a most despe

rateone indeed, and the Sailor was considered as uglya
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customer as ever stood up for a mill; but, in the event,

JONES was declared the victor. This hardy son of

Neptune was not satisfied with the first broadside,

and soon afterwards entered the lists for another ten

guineas, when he was again vanquished-yet, like a

perfect TRUE BLUE, he was valiant enough to endure

a third engagement, in which he was also beaten. The

Sailor displayed great bottom, and was punished most

severely before he gave in .

JONES, in company with Pardo Wilson, anxious to

witness the fight between Hooper and Bunner, at Bent

ley-green, walked down to Colchester, and was ex

tremely stiff from the effects of his journey. On the

next day, a manofthe name ofAbraham Chalice, stand

ingsix feet high, and weighing fourteen stone, (a perfect

terror to the inhabitants ofthat part of the country, and

who had committed several excesses, from his great

strength, ) observing TOM JONES upon the race-ground

and to show his dexterity, out of mere wantonness,

endeavoured to trip-up JONES by the heels, he other

wise insulted him, and also threatened to give him a

good hiding. Toм, notwithstanding the great dispa

rity between them, and the giant-like appearance of

Chalice, was not to be insulted with impunity, and, per

haps, with more pluck than prudence, instantly showed

fight, by endeavouring to resent the unmanly conduct

ofthis overgrown ruffian, who valued himself upon no

otherconsideration but that of his uncommon strength,

in being able to conquer most men. Chalice laughed at

him with the most sovereign contempt, bidding him get

along for a boy, or else he would kick his breech for his

impudence. The spectators were alarmed at the youth
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fulappearanceofJONES, who weighed but ten stone five

pounds, and begged ofhimto desist, as the consequences

might prove ofthe most serious nature ; but Tom was

not to be deterred, and soon pulled offhis clothes . Upon

SETTING-TO, Chalice had the advantage from his supe

rior strength, and kept it for three rounds ; but in the

fourth, JONES put in a hit under Chalice's ear, that

knocked him down, when Tom Johnson offered to back

JONES for one hundred pounds. Chalice, on standing up,

appeared muchconfused, andTomservedhim outinthe

same style, and continued punishing him every round ,

till he could scarcely move, and who soon acknow

ledged he had never received such a complete milling

before. The farmers, and others, who witnessed the con

test, were so pleased that this insolent fellow, who had

rendered himself so disgusting about that neighbour

hood, had received a good threshing , immediately made

a subscription purse, which soon amounted to thirty

guineas, and presented it to JONES for his bravery.

Onthenext day after the above contest, a countryman,

well known inthe neighbourhood ofBentley Green un

der the name of" Leather Jacket," mounted the stage,

and, with considerable vaunting, publicly challenged

any Londoner to enter the lists with him : the words

had scarcely escaped from his lips, when up jumped

Toм, without any consideration for his hands, which

were dreadfully bruised and enfeebled, from the effects

ofthe severe punishment he had bestowed upon the nob

of Abraham Chalice the preceding day, and instantly

began to prepare for action. The Countryman seemed

almost thunderstruck with astonishment, and with

faltering speech exclaimed, " Na! Na! you be the
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man that beat Ab. Chalice yesterday—I mean any one

butyou !" and made a hasty retreat from the stage,

amid the laughter and sneers of the spectators at Lea

ther Jacket's vain boasting ; thus depriving, in all pro

bability, Toм JONES of adding another laurel to his

well-earned fame.

On May 14, 1792, immediately after the fight of

Mendoza and Ward, in Smitham Bottom, near Croy

don, upon thesamestage, JONES fought Caleb Baldwin.

The battle was for a purse of twenty pounds, but a

dispute arising between the parties, although Caleb

claimed the victory, it was by the amateurs viewed

in no other light than that of a drawn battle! 49.8

In Paddington Fields, near the cut, a goodbattle took

place between one Jack Aldridge and TOM JONES, for

six guineas aside ; when Aldridge was severely beaten.

Soonafter the above contest, JONES entered the Ring

in Hyde Park, with Dick Horton, a baker, for 20 gui

neas. The latter was considered to have some preten

sions to pugilism ; but JONES dealt out his hits so hard

and fast, that the baker was glad to cry out ENOUGH!!

JONES fought Lyons, the Jew, upon a stageat Houn

slow, for twenty guineas. Tom Johnson was second to

JONES; it was a well-contested battle, in which much

science and bottom were displayed on both sides ; but,

in the event, JONES proved the conqueror..

Lyons, in a second attempt, upon Blackheath, with

JONES, was severely beaten. He was a bottom pugi

list, and a boxer above mediocrity.

Simpson, a pupil of the late Tom Johnson, upon

whom considerable expectations had been raised, was

matched against JONES, for ten guineas a-side, which

VOL. 1. 2 H
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battle was decided on the Green, near Putney. It was

termed a good fight ; and Tom proved the conqueror.

JONES was matched in London to fight George

Nicholls (since the conqueror of Cribb) a man whom he

had never seen. Mendozaand Johnson tookToм down

to Landsdown, near Bath, for that purpose : but upon

the combatants stripping, and just as they were about

commencing the set-to, the following singular circum

stance occurred :-Nicholls cried out, “ stop !" and ob

serving that JONES was above his height, declared he

would not fight him , and sans cérémonie, immediately

left the ring, to the great astonishment and disappoint

ment of the spectators. After some years had

elapsed, upon Nicholls arriving in London, a match

was made for twenty guineas, and they. tried their

skill at Norwood. Three rounds were well contested,

and considerable science was displayed ; but, in the

fourth, Nicholls ran furiously in, and getting his head

between JONES's legs, and catching fast hold of both

his ankles, threw Toм with considerable violence

this was deemed an infringement upon the articles,

and completely deviating from the rules of pugilism,

bythe friends of JONES-a considerable interruption

was the consequence, and the fight was at an end.

The stakes were demanded on the part ofJONES ; but

BillWarr,whoseconded Nicholls, would not sufferthem

to be given up. Respecting which was the best man,

it was impossible to form any thing like a decision.

JONES, in his road home, had a turn-up with a man

of the name of Carter, who had insulted him about

the battle with Simpson. Toмm, who was not much

hurt from the above contest, set-to with good pluck,

1 .
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and so soon convinced Carter he was in the wrong,

that he sheered offaccordingly.

TOM JONES fought Yokel, the Jew, at Hounslow,

for ten guineas a side. This was one ofthe most terri

ble conflicts in which Tom had been engaged. Yokel

was a desperate punisher, and JONES suffered severely

in the fight ; but, notwithstanding, Yokel gave in.

George Stringer challenged JONES for five guineas

a-side ; and which battle was decided in Paddington

Fields. Stringer contended hard to obtain the victory ;

but he fell, like many others, beneath the potent arm

ofJONES.

A man ofthe name of Jem Smith, a carpenter, and

who was not unacquainted with the principles ofpugi

lism , foughtJONES for twelve guineas, at Lisson Green,

Paddington. But poor Chip was so milled, that he was

scarcely able to leave the ground; yet, nevertheless,

Smith was a boxer of no mean pretensions ; and dis

played not only good science, but sound bottom.

On the renowned Jem Belcher's appearance in the

Metropolis as a pugilist, Tom JONES was the man se

lected to have the first set-to with him, which took

place at Old Oak Common, Wormwood Scrubs, on

April 12, 1799.

Belcher wasseconded by Bill Warr, and Bill Gibbons

acted as his bottle-holder ; and JONES had for his at

tendants,Joe WordandDick Hall. Belcher was, atthis

period, only nineteen years ofage. Theoddswere, upon

setting-to, six to four upon Jem. The spectators were

much interested. upon the commencement of the battle,

from the very high character which had been promul

gated by Bill Warr, upon the astonishing abilities that

his pupil possessed, and the feats which he had achieved
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at Bristol. The first round considerable science was

displayed upon both sides-the experience and skill of

JONES were well portrayed ; and the dexterity and

new mode of fighting, so exclusively Belcher's own,

wassoon.exhibited ; but on the terminationoftheround

Belcher was knocked down. The advantages in the

second and third rounds were perfectly reciprocal ; but

in the fourth and fifth JONES was levelled. In the sixth

and seventh rounds JONES showed offin most excellent

style and the amateurs experienced some of the finest

displays ofthe art ; he saw, what always should appear

prominent in trials of skill, manliness and fortitude,

no shifting, nothing shy, hugging out of the question,

and hauling not resorted to : it was a clean fight

throughout, stopping and hitting were the order ofthe

day, and it might be deemed a model for pugilists in

general to follow. Belcher, with all the gaiety and con

fidence of youth, portrayed a new feature as a boxer,

and the spectators seemed not to be aware of its con

sequences. The odds had changed five to four on

JONES. The eighth and ninth were spiritedly con

tested ; but, in the tenth round, Belcher put in some

tremendous hits, with the rapidity of lightning. This

immediately altered the appearance of things, Jem was

looked upon as the favourite, and the odds were laid

upon him accordingly. Yet JONES nobly contested

for victory for the space of thirty-three minutes, be

fore he gave in. Jem weighed twelve stone six pounds ;

and Toм JONES but ten stone five pounds weight.

It should not escape the memory, that JONES stood

up to Belcher (before that distinguished pugilist lost

his eye) a considerably LONGER TIME than any other

man ever did!

2
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Bitton, the Jew, a pugilist of considerable celebrity,

entered the lists with Tom JONES, upon Wimbledon

Common, for twenty guineas a-side, on July 31 , 1801.

Jem Belcher seconded Toм. It proved a well-contested

fight- and some very excellent displays of the science

were exhibited-but JONES not being able to come to

time (half a minute) the battle was decided against

him .

Notwithstanding the numerous lists ofbattles which

have been mentioned, it does not appear that Padding

ton JONES ever made pugilism his peculiar profession ;

but has always industriously followed through life his

occupation, and much respected by his friends for his

civility and good nature. In point ofappearance, JONES

is a very good-looking man, and of prepossessing

nature ; and at the present period , ( 1821 ,) although in

his 50th year, he is in full vigour, and seems little, if

any, the worse for the various contests in which he has

been engaged. In height about five feet seven inches,

and in weight ten stone five pounds.

4

As a pugilist, JONES is entitled to the most honour

able mention, in being perfectly master of the science,

and with bottom ofthe first quality. He has turned out

several good pupils. His guard is formidable and com

manding, with his left arm firm and extended to pro

tect his body from assault, while his right is on the

alert to give the return instantaneously. Toм is a

very hard hitter, can use his hands with equal facility,

stands well upon his legs, and meets his man with for

titude ; his positions are not only elegant, but calcu

lated to do much execution in putting in his blows.

It was the opinion of most of the scientific amateurs,

who knew the circumstances under which JONES enter
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ed the lists with Jem Belcher, that Tomwas ill-advised.

It was completely premature upon his part to have

engaged in such a contest-as he was by no means in

sound health, or in possession of that strength and firm

ness which so characteristically had hitherto marked

his combats. From labouring under a long confine

ment, the system of JONES had lost its tone, and suf

ficient time had not been allowed to recruit its power,

much more restore it to that pristine excellence which

he formerlyhadenjoyed. Three weeks only had elapsed

since his recovery, when he had to contend with a

HERO, (who afterwards was truly distinguished among

all the heroes of the pugilistic schools, ) and who was

then in the full vigour of youth, health, strength, and

every requisite to stamp his character as the first of

pugilists. Notwithstanding the evident disadvantages

that JONES had to contend against-the disparagement

ofhaving been severely beat in numerous battles, and

the hurts from street skirmishes, contrasted with

Belcher, who had scarcely been pinked, and blooming

from the country, Tom's conduct was far above medio

crity, and ought not to be forgotten.

JONES has proved the conqueror in all his numerous

-battles, excepting only two instances : and no man has

appeared oftener in the character ofa second thanToм

JONES; and few, it is said, understand that duty

better than he does. In most of Randall's battles TOM

performed the above office.

Numerous indeed have been the skirmishes in which

Toм has been engaged : and the long tails that he has

borne offas trophies ofvictory from the guardsmen who

have, in the neighbourhood of Paddington, at various

times endeavoured to serve him out, because he was
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considered as a scientific pugilist, would not prove far

short in furnishing half a company. It is impossible

that we can take our leave of PADDINGTON JONES

without characterising him as a BRAVE and distin

guished PUGILIST, and who is well deserving to oc

cupy a niche in the temple of fame.

ANDREW GAMBLE

Was a celebrated hero of the fist, who had not only

distinguished himself with considerable success in Ire

land, but had derived great reputation from his suc

cessful encounters in England as a first-rate boxer, and

who was viewed rather in the light of a Champion.

ANDREW was a native ofthe sod, and apprenticed to a

stone-mason in Dublin, where his pretensions were first

discovered as a pugilist ; and his frequent skirmishes in

the Liberty, and his exhibitions in the Phoenix Park,

rendered him a bruiser of notoriety in Ireland. GAM

BLE was about six feet in height, a very powerful man,

but not well made, being much knock-kneed ; yet, not

withstanding this peculiarity for an Irishman, he stood

remarkably firm, and faced his man with the most de

termined boldness . Victory, for a number of years,

crowned all his endeavours ; and, it is affirmed, that

proved the conqueror in eighteen battles, and that over

men distinguished in both countries. He had a most

tremendous fist, and dealt out punishment with uncom

monseverity. GAMBLE's knowledge ofthe science was

considerable, and in sparing he was excellent ; -his

guard was correct and formidable, and his body so well

protected from assault , that it required considerable

talent to put in a hit with any degree ofsuccess. Inall
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his battles, excepting with Jem Belcher, he displayed

some heroism ; but, in the fight with that celebrated

pugilist, his friends could scarcely refrain from be

lieving that he had played a cross, such a strange alte

ration appeared in his character ; but it is well known

since, that he was conquered against his inclination.

GAMBLE was a hard but slow hitter, and lost his con

sequence, as a pugilist, soon after the above defeat.

(

GAMBLE fought with Stanyard, a Birmingham pu

gilist of considerable celebrity, on September 5, 1792,

on a stage twenty-one feet square, at Bentley Green, a

few miles from Colchester. GAMBLE had for his

second and bottle-holder Williams and Ryan ; and

Stanyard had for his attendantsJoe Ward and Hooper.

Upontheir setting-to, GAMBLE was the favourite, and

the odds were sported high that he proved the con

queror : but Stanyard, from his great strength and bot

tom, in the course of a few rounds, brought the betting

level. The science ofANDREW began now to appear

conspicuous, and the advantages were once more on his

side, and the bets were five to four in his favour. Stan

yard showed off his game in good style ; and several

rounds were manfully contested, and some desperate

blows were exchanged ; when the odds turned again

upon the latter. In the eighteenth round, Stanyard

struck a foul blow ; but it did not terminate the battle ;

and GAMBLE Continued the fight for one more round,

when Stanyard fell , and ANDREW, considering himself

the conqueror, left the ring. Considerable dispute took

place, concerning the propriety of the circumstance,

whenat lengthit wasdetermined a drawn battle ! It was

a good contest, and lasted for twenty-five minutes.

GAMBLE was matched to fight NoahJames, (who had
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been one of the Horse-Guards) for one hundred gui

neas, and which battle was decided upon Wimbledon

Common, July 1 , 1800. Several thousands were betted

upon the event. From the celebrity ofthe combatants,

a great trial ofskill was anticipated . James was a pu

gilist well known. He had fought no less than seven

teen pitched battles, and had shown himself not only a

scientific boxer, but supported by a thorough bottom,

rarely equalled, and never excelled . GAMBLE was

seconded by Stanyard, andJack Bartholomew perform

ed the office of bottle-holder ; James had for his at

tendants, Joe Ward and Hall

On entering the ring, Jameswas the favourite, six to

four. Neither science nor bottom were wanting on either

side, and they set-to in the most determined manner.

For several rounds the success was alternate ; andseve¬

rer punishmenthad neverbeen exhibited in any contest

whatever. Inthe twelfth round, GAMBLE put in a tre

mendous facer, that split his opponent's nose, and the

claret flewin all directions. The fight now raged truly

desperate, and every round was contested with the most

determined resolution and heroic firmness. Inthe twen

tieth, GAMBLE gave James a desperate blow, the

effects ofwhich broke his collar-bone ; and, in the next

round, ANDREW, with a hit equally terrible, shattered

his jaw-bone. Thebottom of James had already been

'considered ofthe primest quality ; but hisextraordinary

fortitude astonished all the beholders, by his continuing

the contest for four rounds after, undismayed bythe cir

cumstances, till he fell nearly without any signs of life.

The above battle was, in point ofdesperation, somewhat

similar to the one between the Ruffian and Maddox.

VOL. I. 211) A
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Jameshadsuffered so severely in the conflict, that the

surgeon who attended him gave no hopes of his reco

very: upon which information, he sent for his oppo

nent, and every thing passed betweenthemthat reflect

ed honour on brave men. GAMBLE, it is said , touched

with the pitiable situation of his brave but unfortu

nate adversary, generously made his wife a handsome

present towards the support of her husband.#

==

GAMBLE's nextset- to was withJem Belcher; in which,

contest he wasso soon deprived ofhis laurels, as to ere-

ate the most dreadful murmurings among his country ,

men, many of whom were nearly ruined from GAMBLE

being defeated. St. Giles's was in a complete uproar

upon this occasion, and the Paddies had not been so

neatly cleaned out since the days ofthe renowned hero,

Peter Corcoran! It proved a most woful day for the

Irish indeed ; the dealers in wild duckshad not a feather

lefttofly with, the rabbit merchants were so reduced as

to be even withoutpoles, and not a copper to go thenext

morning to market; never were men so completely

dished and done up! ANDREW's name had hitherto

been a tower ofstrength ; he was the tight Irish boy,

and the darling of his country-but, alas ! the scene

was changed ; he was now called a cur, an overgrown

thing, a mere apology ; and was in danger of being

tossed in a blanket, by his enraged and disappointed

backers. GAMBLEfrom this defeat lostthe warm hearts

of the Paddies ever afterwards. GAMBLE appeared

truly contemptible in this fight, in comparison with

even the worst of his former displays and it was the

opinion of the amateurs, that the evident superiority

of Belchercompletelyfrightened allGAMBLE's courage

and science out ofhim.
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ELISHA CRABBE, the Jew,

+

Was a professor of some notoriety in the gymnastic

´art, and, if not an immediate pupil of Mendoza, it is

certain that he derived a number of embellishments

"from that celebrated boxer. In those days when pugi

lism wasa distinguished feature ofattraction, and when

most of its professors were men of eminence when

Humphries claimed attention from his gentleman-like

conduct, courage, and elegance as a pugilist-and

Mendoza, for his superior knowledge of the science, by

his communicative display in teaching the art of self

defence when Johnson became conspicuous from

his fine stamina, and intuitive excellence as a boxer

-and Ryan, in uniting theoretic information with

the best practical display of intrepidity and art, gain

ed considerable notoriety when Jackson, whose fine

symmetry, manly fortitude, scientific attainments,

andattractive heroism, made a lasting impression upon

the spectators and Big Ben, for his valourand tremen

dous qualifications, was looked upon as a phenome

non-yet, notwithstanding the well-merited reputation

of the above pugilists, and however 'admired by their

numerous adherents, CRABBE raised himself, even at

this period, far above mediocrity, and proyed worthy

of honourable mention in the annals of pugilism.

C

 ܵ

ELISHA was possessed of so much pluck, that he had

the fortitude to enter the lists with Death, (Stephen

Oliver,) upon Bläckheath, on April 17, 1788. Death

was a powerful competitor, and itrequired no small de
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gree ofcourage and science to overcome so formidable a

rival , who had often knocked down many a brave

fellow, and had contended in the field of glory with

most ofthe distinguished pugilists, for a series of years,

with unexampled resolution and various success . As a

boxer, the experience of Oliver gave him the prefer

ence, and for the first part ofthe fight he appeared to

have had the advantage ; but, in closing, the superior

strength ofCRABBE was manifest, and the latter threw

his antagonist with considerable ingenuity, generally

falling upon Death, to the discomfiture of his wind.

Oliver endeavoured topunish CRABBE severely ; but the

science ofthe Jew adroitly warded off his attacks, and

returnedsometruly desperatefacers,that changed Oli

ver's death-like appearance to a more crimson hue. Af

ter a contest ofupwards of half an hour, when one of

DEATH'Speepers wasnearly closed-up, and upon receiv

ing a tremendous hit that levelled him with his mother

earth, he declared the Crabbe was too sour for him,

when the Jew was proclaimed the conqueror. Royalty

witnessed the above trial ofskill, surrounded by distin

guished amateurs and first-rate boxers ; andan innume

rable concourse of spectators attended to do honour

to the combatants. CRABBE, in beating Death, ob

tained considerable fame as a pugilist ; and was, soon

afterwards, matched against Watson; but withwhom he

was not so successful, and, though he contested the

ground manfully, CRABBE was compelled to give-in.

CRABBE was also conquered by Tom Tyne.

*

1

星 意
ELISHA had been successful in several battles, and

had paid great attention in acquiring the science. He

was in height about five feet eight inches. For some
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years before his death (which took place suddenly, June

18, 1809, on his return to London from Gravesend, on

board the packet) he resigned all pretensions to pugi

lism, to perform the duties of a city officer, which si

tuation he filled with considerable credit ; and, in his

character as a publican, in Duke's Place, he was civil

and obliging to all his customers ; and had been an

object of considerable attraction, as a pugilist, among

the members of his own persuasion.

ISAAC PERRINS

OfManchester)

}

Was one, if not the most formidable pugilist of his

time, and the distinguished opponent of the late Tom

-Johnson. In appearance, PERRINS was a perfect Her

cules, well formed, and of an imposing and pleasing.

-nature. The superior strength which he possessed over

other men, resembled, by comparison, that of a giant to

the usual portion allotted to mankind in general ; but

- PERRINS was blessed with a mind which corrected this

advantage, by evincing in his temper and manners the

placid-like behaviour ofa lamb. In Birmingham,where

he long followed his occupation, in superintending a

large manufactory, he was respected by his employers,

and beloved by those men whom his situation gave him

the power to command ; and at Manchester, where he

resided some years, he was an object of considerable

regard and attention.ear

The most triumphant heroes of the adjoining coun

ties, who had acquired considerable fame as first-rate

pugilists, were rendered perfectly insignificant in his
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presence; and his prowess was souncommonly great,

that few, indeed, could be found possessing fortitude

-enough to meethim. PERRINs was above the ordinary

-size of pugilists, he was upwards of six feet two inches

: 1 暑
in height, and was the unusual weight of seventeen

stone ; but, notwithstanding his bulk, he was by no

means inactive, neither did he entirely depend upon

his strength for victory, having made himself tolerably

well acquainted with the science. The superior conduct

of PERRINS in his memorable contest with Johnson,

gave rise to considerable animadversions at that time,

respecting the merits of the two combatants- to Tom

Johnson, as he richly deserved, every praise was granted,

in his being able to accomplish so complete a victory

oversuch a hero as ISAAC PERRINS ; and the prodigies

of valour which Johnson performed can never be for

gotten,while life remains, inthe minds ofthose amateurs

who witnessed that most tremendous battle. In speak

ing of PERRINS it was observed, that throughout the

fight his manner was above all praise such an heroic

intrepidity, admirable fortitude, and contempt of dán

ger had never been portrayed by any man, rivetting

the spectators with astonishment and approbation ;

and it was asserted, that had Johnson fought like him

self, as he had hitherto done, in boldly facing his man,

instead of resorting to those manoeuvres that pugilists

are compelled to do who feel themselves over-matched,

impressed with a kind of fear of their antagonist's

superiority in any particular respect, PERRINS must

have beaten him off-hand.

1

PERRINS wasfar from an illiterate character, and in

his general conversation was intelligent, cheerful, and



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM, 247

communicative, and possessed a considerable share of

discernment, which proved ofgreat service to him in his

character as a publican. His house at Manchester was

well attended, and his customers were rather of a supe

rior class. ISAAC had some pretensions to music, and,

at one period of his life, was leader ofa country choir.

In company, PERRINS was facetious, full of anecdote,

and never tardy in giving his song; and was a strong

instance,in his own person, among many others which

might be cited, if necessary, that it does not follow as

a matter of course (as is the too general opinion ofthe

uninformed) that all PUGILISTs are blackguards!

In selecting the followinganecdote from a very popu

lar and amusing work entitled " The Itinerant," which

not only places the good temper and amazing strength

of PERRINS in a conspicuous point of view, but, in its

connexion with the above pugilist, exhibits one of the

peculiar traits of character of the most natural actor

that has adorned the English stage for some years past,

(when all restraint of behaviour is forgotten in the gay

and thoughtless moment of dissipation ,) and, indepen

dent of the above circumstance, from the excellent spe

cimen of spontaneous wit it contains, is truly worthy of

promulgation:-"Ithappened thatPERRINS,the noted

pugilist, made one ofthe company this evening ; he was

a remarkably strong man, and possessed of great mo

desty and good nature ; the last scene tooksuch an effect

on his imagination, that he laughed immoderately.

Cooke's attention was attracted, and turning towards

him with his most bitter look, Whatdo you laugh at,

Mr. Swabson, hey ? Why, you great lubber-headed

d

+

·
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thief, Johnson would have beat two of you ! laugh at

me ! at George Cooke! come out, you scoundrel !'

"The coat was again pulled off, and, putting himself

in an attitude, exclaimed , ' This is the arm that shall

sacrifice you !' PERRINS was ofa mild disposition , and

knowing Cooke's character, made every allowance, and

answered him only by a smile, till aggravated by lan

guage and action the most gross, he very calmly took

him'in his arms, as though he had been a child, set him

down in the street, and bolted the door. The evening

was wet, and our hero without coat or hat, unprepared

to cope with it ; but entreaty for admission was vain,

and his application at the window unattended to. At

length, grown desperate, he broke several panes, and,

inserting his head through the fracture , bore down all

opposition by the following witticism :- Gentlemen,

I have taken some panes to gain admission, pray let me

in, for Isee through my error. ' The door was opened,

dry clothes procured, and about one o'clock in the

morning we sent him home in a coach."

PERRINS died at Manchester, in the fiftieth year of

his age, in December, 1800, sincerely regretted by all

whoknew him. His deathwas unfortunately occasioned

by his laudable exertions in endeavouring to save the

lives and secure the property of persons who were in

danger of destruction from the ravages of fire at that

place. The character of PERRINS was never sullied

from acts of intemperance, and though fond of the

gymnastic art as a science, it is but justice to observe

that he was too well acquainted with men and manners

either to offend the one or disgrace the other

•
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JACK DOYLE

Was a bruiser of some celebrity, and had dis

tinguished himself in several desperate conflicts, and

obtained the appellation of a good fighter. DOYLE

was determined in his manner, and set-to with a reso

lution perfectly undaunted ; and although not one of

Fortune's favourites in receiving the smiles of victory

often, yet DOYLE is most honourably entitled to

respectful mention in the annals of pugilism . In

height about five feet eight inches, and well versed in

the science. His name is rendered conspicuous from

his memorable contest with Jack Drake, upon Black

heath. According to the amateurs, a better battle

was never witnessed ; and, for thirty minutes, the time

it lasted, it was impossible to declare which was the

greatest hero. Every exertion was made by Doyle to

hear his opponent cry out, Enough ! and DRAKE, with

equal intrepidity, endeavoured to improve every

chance, till he had perfectly SATISFIED Doyle there

was no alternative left but that of giving in! It is

supposed, for the time the above battle was contested,

it was equal, if not more furious and determined than

the one between the Ruffian and Maddox.

DOYLE entered the lists upon Blackheath, with a

man of the name of Chitty, a coal-heaver, for twenty

guineas, on December 19, 1786. It was a terrible

conflict, and contested with the most determined

resolution, for a considerable time, on both sides ;

VOL. I. 2 K

"
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but, in the event, DOYLE was proclaimed the con

queror.

DOYLE entered the lists with Savage, in Stepney

Fields, on November 22, 1787. It was a most des

perate conflict, and continued for near fifty minutes,

with great impetuosity, and victory for a long time

appeared doubtful ; and not till DoYLE was terribly

milled, did he observe that he had got enough. Ryan

seconded DOYLE ; and Tom Johnson performed the

same office for Savage.
;:.1: I

Bill Dean fought with DOYLE, in Harley Fields ;

and a most admirable specimen of valour was ex

perienced in both the combatants, during a long and

arduous contest. DOYLE strove hard to obtain the

pleasing sound of victory ; but Dean put in a superior

claim, and had the satisfaction of hearing DoYLE

observe - ENOUGH !

DOYLE was engaged in several other contests, and

conducted himself with great spirit, and in no in

stance have we learned that he ever disgraced his

character-ofa good pugilist.

JACK BARTHOLOMEW

Was a pugilist of considerable pretensions, and had

contended in the field of glory with several first-rate

boxers. BARTHOLOMEW was a native of Brentford,

and he had convinced many persons in and/icon

སྙན་  ི .I.oy
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tiguous to that neighbourhood of the potent qualities

of his arm. In height about five feet nine inches and

a half, weighing about thirteen stone and a half, well

versed in the science, and possessing most excellent

game. BARTHOLOMEW was considered a very hard

hitter; extremely active and formidable in all his

battles ; and perfectly entitled to the appellation of a

sound and complete boxer.

Fearby (denominated the Young Ruffian) entered

the lists with JACK BARTHOLOMEW, on Hounslow

Heath, on Monday, June 8, 1795, for a trifling sum

ofmoney ; but, nevertheless, it proved a most severe

and determined contest, and FAME seemed consider

ably more the object in view than the deposit. The

junior Ruffian displayed all those qualities, on which

he valued his reputation, and endeavoured to persuade

JACK that he must surrender his laurels to his su

perior acquirements ; but BARTHOLOMEW was not to

be ruffianised out ofhis skill easily, and met his op

ponent's impetuosity with firm and manly intrepidity.

After a severe mill of fifty minutes, the Ruffian ac

knowledged his gluttony was perfectly satisfied !

BARTHOLOMEW had a set-to with Bill Wood ; but,

in consequence of some foul blows upon the part of

JACK, which was the best man was not decided ;

though Wood was declared the conqueror.

Tom Owen, the conqueror of Hooper, the tinman,

challenged BARTHOLOMEW for twenty-five guineas,

This battle was decided on Sunbury Common, on

August 22, 1797. Previous to the set-to, the odds

were considerably in favour of Owen ; who, upon the

commencement of the fight, endeavoured to show
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that his vast strength would soon render unavailing the

scientific efforts of BARTHOLOMEW. Owen was a

troublesome customer, and required such a prodigious

deal of serving out, that JACK had not a minute to

lose with him. It was a truly manly fight, and Owen,

full of vigour and resolution, met his opponent like a

hero. BARTHOLOMEW, with all the experience ofa

veteran, received Owen's attacks with fortitude, and

returned them with a noble and daring spirit ; strength

at last gave way, and science proved the master. BAR

THOLOMEW, after a most desperate fight of thirty

minutes, was declared the victor. The above battle

was highly spoken of by the amateurs.

In tracing his two contests with Jem Belcher, BAR

THOLOMEW is entitled to the most honourable men

tion ; and, although defeated, his character as a

pugilist was not in the slightest degree tarnished, by

the manliness of his behaviour throughout the above

battles.

}

1

{

It was no great length of time after his contests

with Belcher, that JACK beganto decline considerably

in health. He had fought several severe battles, and

his constitution had suffered materially from their

violent effects. He received his final knock-down blow

in July, 1803, in the Almonry, at Westminster. On

opening his body, after his demise, at his own parti

cular request, JACK's liver was found to be scirrhous.

In briefly taking our leave of this hero-JACK Bar

THOLOMEW ranked as a first-rate pugilist.

«
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DAN MENDOZA.

I have heard it said,

There is an Art, which in its piedness shares

With great creating Nature :

Yet Nature is made better by no mean,

""

But Nature makes that mean ; so, over that Art,

Which, you say, adds to Nature, is an Art

That Nature makes. This is an Art

Which does mend Nature, change it rather ; but

The Art itselfis- NATURE !"

"

I

"

1

BOXING, the first principles of which are, most

unquestionably, derived from NATURE ; and its effects

aresoearlyandstrongly implanted in thehuman frame,

as to portrayits original and impressive qualities inthe

most conspicuous point of view. It may be witnessed

in the INFANT, who can scarcely walk, and who is

seen to lift up its little arm indignantly against the

object that attempts to deprive it of its playthings ;

the Boy of riper years, in order to protect his top or

marbles from some lad of superior size, evinces his

native courage, by putting himself in a posture of de

fence, and daring his oppressor to the hostile combat

and the more matured MAN, who, acting from the im

pulse of his feelings, anxiously endeavouring to avoid

the imputation ofa coward, disincumbers himselfwith

out hesitation of his apparel, and soon promulgates his

manhood, by an appeal to blows. So far the natural

appearances of PUGILISM ; in which original state,

strength and activity have generally prevailed, to the
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manifest injury of the innocent and unoffending ; and

who, from not being able to contend against men of

athletic powers, (and perhaps, added to furious and

illiterate dispositions, ) have also taken advantage ofthe

above requisites, which the weak have not been able

to resist, and have, as a matter ofprudence, been com

pelled to put up with gross indignities, by not being

in the possession of the resources to resent it with any

degree of chance ; this it was which gave rise to AT,

and, ultimately, produced the Science of SElf-de

FENCE; and thus it is, whereby NATURE is improved

from an union with ART.

It mightbe asked, whatis an Admiral without tactics ?

or a General without scientific precision ? Where it

has appeared that downrightforce has succeeded once

--skill, it will be found, has produced victory a hundred

times. Courage would degenerate into mere ferocity,

if not tempered with judgment, and brutality be the

most prominent feature in all contests. The General

who leads on his men to the attack with an intrepidity

almost bordering upon enthusiasm, has never failed in

obtaining praise for his gallantry of spirit ; but that

Commander, who has gained the victory from his con

summate skill, in not losing the life of a man unavoid

ably, will not only insure the admiration of the dis

eerning, but stamp his pretensions to the advantages

ofscience overimpetuosity, in producing those brilliant

results which are never forgotten. LEARNING has

its incalculable importance→and GENIUS its powerful

claims--but when united, theybecome truly irresistible.

MENDOZA was considered one of the most elegant

and scientific Pugilists in the whole race of Boxers,
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and might be termed a complete artist. His theoretic

acquirements were great, and his practice truly ex

tensive. He rose up like a phenomenon in the pu

gilistic hemisphere, and was a star of the first bril

liancy for a considerable period ; but subject, like

other mortals, to the influence of time, another, and

ANOTHER, have appeared, whose feats of glory have

rendered the heroic deeds of DAN rather dim, and

almost to produce a total eclipse. Yet BOXIANA will

endeavour to begrateful, and not hurried away by the

almost irresistible charms of novelty ; but hails the

pleasing task ofrescuing the deeds ofthe valiant from

silent and unmerited oblivion.

The name of MENDOZA has been resounded from

one part of the kingdom to the other ; and the fame

of this once-celebrated pugilist was the theme of uni

versal panegyric-and, though not

" The Jew

That Shakspeare drew-- "

yet he was that Jew, the acknowledged pride of his

own particular persuasion, and who, so far interested

the Christian, that, in spite of his prejudices, he was

compelled to exclaim- " MENDOZA was a pugilist of

no ordinary merit!"

DAN was, most undoubtedly, a new and prominent

feature in pugilism, and his style of fighting has given

rise to considerable animadversions among the ama

teurs, as to the utility and excellence of its practica

bility. As far as it could be ascertained in his own

person, it was substantial and complete ; and, perhaps,

it may be but candid to allow, that whenever MEN
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DOZA failed in the promulgation of its effects, it pro

ceeded more from a physical cause than from the in

sufficiency of his attainments (not unlike a frigate,

well manned, a good commander, and a fast-sailing

vessel, that could perform her manoeuvres with more

adroitness than a ship of superior metal, and which,

ultimately, has been obliged to knock under from the

overwhelming strength of a first-rate, affords no proof

whatever of its not possessing a superiority of talent

or courage so with DAN, as far as art was necessary

to insure victory, he possessed it ; and even bottom was

by no means wanting to second his efforts upon most

of his trying occasions ; yet still Fortune was not

always propitious. ) In those conflicts where art could

so far deprive his opponents ofthe advantage of their

strength-MENDOZA was eminently conspicuous, in

not only portraying the advantages of his peculiar

skill, but in almost rendering victory certain. In tiring

out a man's strength, who depended upon that parti

cular circumstance to stamp him a formidable boxer,

by acting on the defensive till the assault in turn could

be practised with success, was one of MENDOZA's pro

minent traits ; and then, from his own superior science,

united with his physical powers, gave him the pre

eminence, in every way, over his adversary, which soon

made the object in view safe and practicable. Where

science and strength were opposed to his dexterous

efforts, he availed himself of his genius and bottom,

and was not wanting either in intrepidity or bravery,

and lost no time in combating the mighty prowess,

with which he has so often been assailed.

"

MENDOZA has contended with heroes of the first

..
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class, and success has crowned most of his daring at

tempts ; andinall ofthemhe proved himselfnot wanting,

although at times in defeat. His battles with Humphries

wereofthe first order, and much as his skill was entitled

to praise, his humanity had a brighter and more lasting

claim to remembrance. In his contests with BillWarr,

his excellence wasso superior, that it was like adiamond

in contact with paste, contending for brilliancy or value ;

the scientific Bill, who knew how to win better than any

other man in the kingdom, from his perfect acquaintance

with the manœuvres of shifting and dropping from the

prowess ofhis antagonist, when necessary- with MEN

DOZA was put to a stand-still- the perfections of the

master stared him so strongly in the face, that the im

pression proved too weighty upon his mind, particularly

in the second contest, that he stood no chance, and his

inferiority was glaring. DAN, in his trial of skill with

Jackson, had to encounter serious difficulties -and it is

but justice to state, that the attempt was a bold one ; if

MENDOZA valued himselfupon his superior knowledge

of the art, Jackson's pretensions to the science were

impressive and commanding÷but DAN's game, though

good, was not capable of resisting the strength and ac

tivity of his opponent ; andMENDOZA, in surrendering

to such a distinguished hero as Jackson, was by no

means disgraced ; in fact, it was great temerity in en

tering the lists with so formidable a character.

In viewing MENDOZA as a teacher of the gymnastic

art, it might almost be said, that he was without a com

petitor, and turned out some excellent pupils. It has

been contended, there was more elegance about his

positions than an indication ofstrength ; and more show

VOL. I. ? L

*

·
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than utility. No pugilist ever stopped with greater

neatness, hit oftener, or put in his blows quicker, than

MENDOZA ; but they often failed in doing that exe

cution which might have been expected, from their

want of force. In height about five feet seven inches,

with a well-formed manly chest, and arms of a strong

athletic nature ; a bottom never impeached ; and pos

sessing wind that was seldom disordered. His battles

have been verynumerous, and well contested ; and we

have selected the following as the most prominent, and

entitled to notice : →→→

Martin, the Bath butcher, a pugilist of considerable

fame, entered the lists withMENDOZA, on Barnet Race

ground, on April 17, 1787-it was well contested, and

MENDOZA exhibited those early specimens of excel

lence, which soon afterwards ripened into perfection.

In the event, the butcher acknowledged that he was

satisfied.

MENDOZA, in fighting Humphries at Odiham, was

defeated; but felt confident of success in the event of

another attempt, which took place at Stilton, onMay 6,

1789, in Mr. Thornton's Park. In order to accommo

date the spectators, a building was erected, enclosing

a space of forty-eight feet in circumference, with seats

like a gallery, raised one above another, capable ofcon

taining nearly three thousand spectators, where every

person could see without the least interruption .

Humphries, attended by TomJohnson, as his second,

entered between one and two o'clock , followed by But

cher,as his bottle-holder,and Harvey Christian Coombe,

Esq. as his umpire. MENDOZA immediatelyafterwards

made his appearance, attended by Captain Brown and

Michael Ryan, as his second and bottle-holder, having

D
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for his umpire, Sir Thomas Apreece. The seconds,

according to an agreement, retired to separate corners

on the setting-to of the combatants.-The moment be

came interesting, and anxiety was upon the utmost

stretch-the opinions of the amateurs had undergone

various changes since the last combat ; and the issue of

the contest was extremely doubtful- MENDOZA was

considered a formidable rival, he had rather risen into

estimation than otherwise since the first battle, and the

betting had no stability about it. Humphries appeared

strong and elegant in his position, and endeavoured to

put in a facer; but DAN, on the alert, stopped it with

great neatness, and returned a sharp blow, that levelled

his opponent. MENDOZA, elated with the attempt,

concluded the second and third rounds in the same

style. It soon began to appear that the Jew posséssed

considerable confidence in his own powers ; and, al

though the success was alternate in the various rounds,

for upwards of halfan hour, the advantages were upon

the side of MENDOZA ; the science of the latter made a

strong impression upon the spectators, by the neatman

nerofstopping the blows on his arm, and giving the re

turnso instantaneously, as to bring his adversarydown;

and even in point of throwing, DAN possessed the su

periority. In the twenty-second round it appeared that

the articles were violated (which specified particularly,

that if either of the combatants fell without a blow, he

should lose the battle) by Humphries falling without a

blow; upon which circumstance a complete uproar en

sued, and nothing wasto be heardbutthe cries of"foul!

foul!" andMENDOZA's friends insisted that he had won

the battle. Upon the other side, it was as obstinately
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contended, that the blow was "fair," inasmuch as that

Humphries had stopped it before he fell. Tom Johnson

was particularly positive as to the fact ; butMENDOZA'S

umpire declared it to be foul : an appeal wasthen made

to Mr. Coombe, who would not decide upon the case.

Therow was now beyond all description, blows had sub

sided, and tongues were in full and violent motion, and:

respect to person seemed out of the question. A warm

altercation took place between the seconds, each sup

porting their interested side, whenCaptain Brown, full

ofpluck, called the veteran Tom Johnson a blackguard,

and that he would kick a certain place, if he gave him

any more of his impertinence-these were words Tom

was not in the habit of swallowing, (the seat of honour

to be disgraced, ) and intimated to the Captain, that they

would try as to the capability of his assertion, and put

himselfin a posture of defence. The quarrel had now

grown important, and a battle was expected ; but Cap

tain Brown talked of fighting him at some more conve

nient period,for 1000 guineas,which operated only asthe

flourishof the moment, in never being mentioned after

wards ! Humphries insisted on the fight being renewed,

and taunted MENDOZA to set-to again ; but the friends

of the latter would not suffer him, being satisfied , in

theirownopinion, that hehad won the battle. Thespec

tators growing impatient for the decision, Humphries

threw up his hatin defiance,and endeavoured to provoke

the Jew to renew the combat. MENDOZA, considering

that an unfavourable impression might go abroad

against him, in refusing, or in its being decided as a drawn

battle, consented to finish the contest. Silencewas once

more restored, and the combatants again set-to. DAN

2
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showed offin good style, and went in with the most de

termined spirit, and finished the round by knocking

down his opponent. Inthe next, he repeated the dose,

andcontinued, during the remainder ofthe fight, to have

the advantage. After thirty minutes had elapsed, Hum

phries, either from accident or design, committed the

same error in falling without a blow-MENDOZA had

put in sometremendous hits, and, in following themup,

Humphries retreated and fell ; when DAN, without the

slightest murmur, was deemed the conqueror..

It was the opinion of the amateurs, that MENDOZA

displayed the greatest science in the above battle ; and

hewas considerably improved since his last fight atOdi

ham ; that hitherto determined spirit seemed now mo

derated by steady and decisive judgment, and the skill

and fortitude he displayed were truly entitled torespect

and attention. Humphries had lost that commanding

style which was so prominent in his last attack ; and he

seemed to labour under animpression he had a superior

to encounter with; he did not maintain his ground

with his usual confidence, but suffered his opponent to

drive him, and even, upon some occasions, there was

a sort of shrinking from the blows of his adversary.

MENDOZA looked upon victory as certain, and, in

many instances, treated the guard ofhis opponent with

much sang-froid; yet, notwithstanding, whether from

prejudice, or Humphries being such a distinguished

favourite, cannot be ascertained ; but it is certain, the

betting continued in his favour.

D

MENDOZA, from his superior style of stopping, re

ceived scarcely any blows ofconsequence, excepting a

severe one on his cheek ; and had not DAN displayed so
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muchadroitness in the aboverespect, in all probability,

he mighthave losthis life, as Humphriesendeavouredto

putinsome tremendous blows at the pit ofthestomach.

The head of Humphries exhibited severe symptoms

of punishment, his face was much disfigured, one of

his eyes completely closed up, and his forehead and lip

very much lacerated. Upon the whole, there was a

great falling off in his manner of fighting..

Thepugilistic world werenot quite satisfied withthe

decision of the above contest ; and it wasdeemed expe

dient to set the matter to rights by a third battle, which

wouldfinally declare the merits oftherespectivecomba

tants as totheappellation ofconqueror. Humphriesfelt

eager for the fray, and MENDOZA instantly acquiesced

in the challenge, confident ofsuccess. September 29,

1790, was the day fixed for the decision of this grand

combat, at Doncaster. To prevent interruption from

the populace, and to render the accommodation more

secure and complete for the subscribers, who had pur

chased their admission at half-a-guinea each, a large

yard, belongingtoaninn, attheabove place, was select

ed for the scene of action, which was enclosed on one

side bynumerous houses, and upon the other by the

river Don, secured by a strong paling. But persove

rance and curiosity frequently overcome all impedi

ments; and so it wasin this instance : water proved no

hindrance, nor thick boards any obstacle to the anxiety

ofJOHN BULL to witness this heroic contest. Hun

dreds wererowed over fromthe otherside tothepaling,

who lost no time in removing the obstruction to their

wishes. Independent of those intruders, upwards of

five hundred tickets were sold and admitted ; and no

1
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confusion took place. Between the hours of ten and

eleven the combatants mounted the stage, amid thun

ders of applause : Humphries displayed considerable

agility in springing up ; and MENDOZA was equally

anxious to display his good spirits. The stage was

twenty-four feet square, and raised four feet from the

ground. Tom Johnson, who had in the last contest

been so anxious in the cause of Humphries, now ap

peared as second to MENDOZA, accompanied by But

cher as his bottle-holder ; Sir Thomas Apreece in his

formercapacity ofumpire ; 'Humphrieswas attendedby

Ward andJackson ; and Colonel Hamilton took upon

himself the office of umpire; but, in case of any dis

pute arising between the chosen umpires, Mr. Harvey

Aston was appointed as the third, whose decision, if

"appealed to, must be final.

The odds were five to four upon MENDOZA ; and

Humphries's friends, still sanguine of his success, took

them with avidity. MENDOZA, respecting his superior

pretensions to the science was readily admitted ; but

the fortitude and bottom of Humphries, and other ex

cellent qualities as a pugilist, that he was known to

possess, had made an impression upon his admirers not

easily effaced, and who entertained a strong opinion

that he would ultimately gain the day.

The awful set-to at length commenced, and every

eye beamed with anxiety; the moment was interesting

andattractive, andeach party was lost in suspense. The

'combatants were heroes ofno commonstamp, andevery

feint was regarded with respect and attention ; money

was a secondary consideration in this case ; towering

fume was attached to the issue of the contest ; and the
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proud title ofconqueror rested upon its termination—

they both felt its consequences, and were determined to

gainorloseit, honourably, Humphries, full ofconfidence

in his powers, went boldly in, and attacked his opponent

with great impetuosity ; but MENDOZA, prepared, met

him with equal temerity, when they closed and fell .

Thesecondroundwas equallybold and determined upon

both sides ; and though Humphries appeared to put in

the most blows, yet they did not seem of much effect.

The combatants, aware of each other's excellence, be

gan to think a little ofwhat they were about, and call

edjudgment to their aid, it was stop for stop, and blow

for hit, for some time, when, an opportunity offering,

MENDOZAConcluded the third round by knockingdown

Humphries. The fourth was of no import ; but in the

fifth round, Humphries endeavoured to putin atremen

dousstomacher-theJewknowingthisfavourite attempt

of his opponent, stopped it with uncommon neatness,

and returned the compliment for his attention with a

facer-Humphries full ofgame in answering it, fell. It

now began to appear that Humphries was on the de

cline-he had not lost his gaiety, but still there was a

certain something that told the amateur he was going!

Theodds rapidly rose upon MENDOZA, till they arrived

at ten to one ; and Humphries's inferiority soon became

manifest. MENDOZAscarcely ever failed in bringing him

down whenever he hit him; and, who frequently fell

from even a feeble touch, and sometimes without any

whatever ; but the conquest,appeared so secure and

safe to MENDOZA that it was never noticed. If Hum

phries was compelled to acknowledge the superiority

of his opponents abilitie's respecting his improve

32
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ment in the science, it must not be forgotten that Dick

never lost his greatness as a man : his fortitude was still

thesame, and the reluctance he manifested in giving up

the contest, even when pressed so to do by his friends,

who saw that no chance was left, yet he wished to fight

longer, although he had scarcely any vision left, was

an unequivocal proof of his excellent game.

MENDOZA, in conquering so noble and distinguished

a competitor, added considerable fame to his pugilistic

achievements; but the greatest merit attached to the

conquest was the manner in which it wasobtained. Pre

judice so frequently distorts the mind, that, unfortu

nately, good actions are passed over without even com

mon respect ; more especially when they appear in any

person who may chance to be of a different cOUNTRY,

persuasion, or colour. MENDOZA, in being a Jew, did

not stand in so favourable a point of view, respecting

the wishes of the multitude towards his success, as his

brave opponent-the feelings are somewhat raised

when we read :·--

You may as well go stand upon the beach ,

And bid the main flood 'bate his usual height;

You may as well use questions with the woif,

Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb ;

You may as well forbid the mountain pines

To wag their high tops, and to make no noise,

When they are fretted with the gusts of heaven ;

You may as well do any thing most hard,

As seek to soften ( than which what's harder)

His Jewish heart!

Buttruth riseth superior to all things, and the huma

nity ofMENDOZAwas conspicuousthroughout theabove

fight-often was it witnessed that he threw up his arm

VOL. I. 2 M
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whenhe mighthave put in a most tremendous blowupon

his exhausted adversary, who perceiving that the vic

tory was certain, nobly disdained to hear it observed,

-"Tis a cruelty

To load a falling man.

Boththecombatants displayed severe marks ofpunish

ment :-Humphries's nose was much disfigured, and ap

peared as if cut with a sharp instrument : his right eye

was completely closed, and his forehead was dreadfully

lacerated over the left ; he had also receivedsome heavy

body blows ; afewugly touches were observed under his

left arm, and his upper lip was split ; in fact, he was so

exhausted as to be carried by his friends to a carriage,

the more speedily to obtain medical assistance. MEN

DOZA, who gained strength by the exhilarating sounds

of victory, sported his figure upon the race ground for

a short time after the combat, but not without symp

toms of uneasiness -his head was much bruised, and

his left eye and ear portrayed the vigour of his oppo

nent's fist. His ribs were also in a tender state. **

BillWarr was matched against MENDOZA, to fight at

Stoken Church, Oxfordshire , June 22, 1791 , but notice

being given of an intended visit from the magistrates,

it was agreed by the friends ofboth parties that the con

test should stand over till the ensuing September, and

be decided at Doncaster, when it was again put off till

May 14, 1792, for Smitham-bottom, near Croydon. The

road from London to the above place beggared all

description. Pedestrians out of number, and vehicles

of every quality were seen in rapid motion, eager to

arrive at the destined spot. Between one and two the

combatants appeared upon the stage, and were greeted
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with shouts of applause : MENDOZA had for his second

and bottle-holder, Tom Johnson and Butcher, and Har

vey Aston, Esq. as his umpire : Warr was attended by

Joe Ward and Jackson, and Mr. Watson as umpire.

At thecommencement ofthe fight, the odds were con

siderably upon Warr; and much was expected from

his well-known acquirements ; and it is but fair to state

that he endeavoured to prove the conqueror, and used

every exertion he was master of to obtain so desirable

an end. For the first eight rounds ofthe battle he was

an object of attraction , and dealt out some tremendous

blows ; particularly in the fourteenth he gave MEN

DOZA a dreadful hit upon thejaw, that knocked him off

his legs like a shuttlecock, and DAN came down with

uncommon violence . Warr's friends were now in high

spirits, and the betting went forwards, as it was thought

that DAN had received rather a sickener, but his game

soon brought him about, and he went in with the most

determined resolution , and gave Warr a knock- down

blow. The superiority of MENDOZA now became

manifest ; Warr perceived he was in the hands of his

master, and the spectators began to change their opi

nions. MENDOZA levelled his antagonist every round,

though, notwithstanding, Warr put in some good hits.

In the twenty-third round the combatants closed

Warr was completely exhausted, and, upon MENDOZA

falling on him, he reluctantly GAVE IN. The above

contest established DAN's fame, and his scientific ex

cellence was generally acknowledged .

Bill Warr thought that in another trial he might re

gain his laurels, and accordingly a match was made, to

take place in January, 1794, contiguous to Hounslow,
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but the magistrates interfering, it was postponed till

the 12th ofNovember following, when it was decided

upon Bexley Common. The set-to was good, and

Warr seemed to feel that he should be able to accom

plish his wish ; and, as before, in the first rounds he

was successful, and his opponent fell before him ;

whether MENDOZA permitted him to show himself

off in the above manner, that he might be enabled to

exhibit his great superiority afterwards, or that DAN

could not resist the efforts of his antagonist, has not

been ascertained; but it was evident that he treated

all the attempts of Warr with the most perfect sang

froid; stopped the hits of his opponent with great

neatness and ease, and returned such tremendous blows

so instantaneously, that he was disposed of in the short

space offifteenminutes! In the above contest, Wurr,

who had hitherto been looked upon as a hero, was

rendered so insignificant by comparison, as to appear

little better than a mere tyro ! MENDOZA's confi

dence completely overawed him; and it was visible

that he laboured under its depressing effects through

out the fight.

But MENDOZA, amid all his glory, was doomed to

experience the vicissitudes of fortune by a mortifying

defeat in his contest with Jackson, at Hornchurch,

April 15, 1795. It preyed so much upon his feelings

that seven years had nearly elapsed since the above

battle, when they burst forth with considerable fury.

occasioned bythe following circumstance : Jem Betcher

after beating Burke, at Hurley Bottom, challenged

DAN to fight, who immediately replied, that he had

given up pugilism, and supported, by his industry,
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as a publican, at the Lord Nelson, in Whitechapel, a

wife and six children, and only wished to fight Jackson,

who had dealt unhandsomely by him as a pugilist ; and

he now publicly declared himself ready to enter the

lists with him for one hundred guineas, provided that

he would not take the unmanly and cowardly advantage

ofholding his hair. This oration of MENDOZA's was

soon trumpeted abroad, and some busy persons in

serted asort of challenge to Mr. Jackson in the Oracle,

or, Daily Advertiser, which was immediately answered

by the latter, (supposing it appeared in the News

paper under the direction of MENDOZA,) and which

occasioned in return the following letter :

MR. EDITOR,

Ir was with inexpressible concern that, in your paper

ofWednesday last, I observeda letter, signed " John Jackson, "

purporting to be an answer to a supposed challenge from

me, inserted in your detailed account of the recent pugilistic

contest at Maidenhead. Mistake me not, Sir, I was not con

cerned at the contents of Mr. Jackson's elegant effusion, nor in

the least affected or surprised at the opprobrious falsity, brazen

impudence, or malignant calumny of his assertions, which I

deny IN TOTO ; but felt particularly hurt at the idea that I

was compelled either to sit down tamely under injury, or

incur the risk of offending my best friends, and particularly

the respectable magistrates of this division, by resuming a

profession which, both from principle and conviction, I had

wholly relinquished.

In order satisfactorily to refute Mr. Jackson's allegations, it

is only necessary to observe, that a month after our battle at

Hornchurch I waited on him, upbraided him with his unmanly

conduct, by laying hold of my hair, and offered to fight him
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for two hundred guineas-Jackson proposed to fight for one

hundred guineas ; andupon that sum beingproduced , declined

fighting under five hundred guineas !! Here was courage !

Here was consistency ! Here was bottom ! and yet Mr.

Jackson is a man ofhonour, AND OF HIS WORD !!!

MR. EDITOR, after this I left London for five years, which

may easily account to Mr. Jackson for the interval of silence.

I have fought thirty-two pitched battles-four with Humphries

( three of which I won) and two with Will Warr, in both of

which was victorious : the two men were both game, and

good fighters, and, of course, having received so many blows,

my only motive for wishing again to fight Mr. Jackson

must be that spirit of honour and retaliation ever inherent in

the breast of man.

MR. EDITOR, I again repeat, that I am delicately situated ;

that I wish to fight Mr. Jackson, and intend it ; but that, from

a dread of injuring my family, by offending the magistrates

as a challenger in a newspaper (which would be indecorous in

a publican ) , I can only observe, that I should be very happy

to see, as soon as possible, either Mr. Jackson or his friends,

at my house, where they shall receive every attention from

me, as I wish most earnestly to convince the world what a deep

and just sense I entertain of all Mr. Jackson's favours con

ferred upon

DANIEL MENDOZA.

Admiral Nelson, Whitechapel.

5,.

P. S. Allow me to thank you for your liberal impartiality ;

and, through the medium ofyour valuable paper, to return my

acknowledgements to the public for the many flattering marks

I have experienced of their partiality.

MENDOZA, in the year 1806, again introduced

himself to the notice of the public, by the following
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APOLOGY, in stating his reasons for appearing once

more in the character of a pugilist:
-

MR. EDITOR,

After my frequent resolution never again to appearbe

fore the public in the character of a fighter on the stage, and

which resolution I have for years carefully and rigidly per

severed in, it may perhaps be incumbent upon me to state to

that public, whose partiality I have so often experienced, the

cause of my acceptance of a challenge from a person by no

means entitled to the smallest lenity.

Some weeks ago, I unfortunately visited Harry Lee, then in

temporary lodgings under the roof of a Sheriff's Officer ; he

was then in DURANCE VILE on two actions ; he told me

a long and piteous tale about his hardships, and the injustice

and cruelty ofhis creditors ; he assured me, that if I would bc

come one of his bail, he would then be enabled to obtain his

liberty, and that he would take special care that I should not

suffer, as he would settle, or discharge, both actions as soon

as he got out of his present confinement.

Notwithstanding I am not now very apt to act the part
ofa

fool on such an occasion, having already sustained at various

times considerable losses by former acts of credulity, and con

sequently become wiser by dear-bought experience, I listened

to his statements, and gave an implicit belief to all his decla

rations. It being found that my bail alone would not give legal

satisfaction, I persuaded my brother, and another friend, to join

the bail-bond, giving them, like gentlemen in a certain great

house, a bill of indemnity. I was induced to go this length to

servehim,because Harry Lee assured me that hehadnopersons

to befriend him ; that the officers would not take his word for

a single copper ; and that unless I stood up to John Doe and

Richard Roe, through the medium of my two friends, he

would be immediately committed to prison , whence, with

detainers, &c. &c. it would be impossible for years, perhaps,
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for him to obtain a release . All the ceremonies which the

law requires being gone through, Harry Lee marched out

with all the honours usually attending such a war.

But mark, gentle readers ! as soon as the said Harry Lee

obtained his liberty, he refused to comply with his solemn

engagements ; he, indeed, settled one of the actions ; but

would neither surrender himself nor settle the other. The

consequence was obvious ; having indemnified my brother and

friend, we were obliged to pay, and, with the exception of

fourteen pounds, the whole sum as smart money, for having

been duped by Harry Lee.

Now, Mr. Editor, I am ofopinion that if a man cannot satisfy

his creditors, he ought, in honour, to release his bail bythe

surrender of his person, which Harry Lee positively refused.

He was, however, not contented with this abominable , usage

of me, but went up and down the town circulating calumnies

and lies against me, and threatened to beat me as soon as he

found an opportunity ; in short, he gave me such a challenge

that I could not, consistent with honour or propriety, refuse.

Theblack ingratitudeofHarry Lee is nowvery conspicuous;

after cheating, deceiving, and I may say robbing his friend

in need, he now wants to give him a kicking into the bargain ;

but I have no doubt but that I shall stop his career, and put ina

blow ofjust indignation and honourable resentment, against a

man whose conduct is a disgrace toany rank of life. I am, much

against my inclination , forced to the fight, not from any fear

of larry Lee, but from a sense of violating those rules and

peaceable conduct in which I had resolved to pass the remain

der of my life. He who has been successful in upwards of 30

pitched battles ; he who has disputed the palm of victory with

the first and ablest men of his time, cannot surely be appre

hensive of danger, either to his person or reputation, from

Harry Lee!! I know that " The race, is not to the swift, nor

the battle to the strong ; but that time and chance happeneth
2



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 273

to all men;" barring however all unforeseen accidents, I am

fully persuaded that I shall make Harry sorely repent his

unprovoked insolence ; but I shall not gain by the contest the

smallest sprig of laurel, because Harry Lee has none to lose.

I am sorry thus to occupy the time ofthe public ; and am,

Mr. Editor,

DANIEL MENDOZA.

No. 5, Webber-row, Blackfriars'-road.

[We feel induced to insert the epistolary effusions

which transpired between these modern heroes ofthe

fist, in order not only to form a contrast to those

laconic specimens of more ancient days, but also to

show the great deference, manifested at all times, to

preserve a good character, and stand well in the

opinion ofthe public-even by Pugilists !]

G MR. EDITOR,

I have to thank you for your candid and manly manner

in which you announced your intention to afford me an oppor

tunity ofconfuting the charges brought against me by Daniel

Mendoza.

Among the extraordinary events that fate or folly produce,

I believe insanity itself never dreamt of an epistolary corres

pondence between Daniel Mendoza and Harry Lee. What

Devil could have provoked him to exhibit his wonderful stock

of honour , virtue, and benevolence in so public a manner, I

am at a loss to divine ; but clear and certain I am, that all

the advantage he promised himself he has already enjoyed ;

it is the curse of fools to be the heralds of their own disgrace ;

for mark, Mr. Editor, how a plain undisguised story, de

livered by a plain unlettered matter-of-fact man, shall set him

down.

VOL. I.
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Mr. Mendoza has thought proper to pester the public with a

long narrative of his extravagant acts of kindness towards me ;

that he rescued me from the hands of a bailiff, the confines of

a prison, and other disastrous perils. However, not to retail all

the haberdashery of complaints he has thought proper to ex

tend to an unreasonable length, I shall content myself with

briefly answering the essence of his charge against me, and, I

trust, I shall have credit for doing it with truth and candour,

without the aid of Mr. Mendoza's ingenuity.

It is true, I was arrested on two writs of ten pounds each ;

a circumstance that has frequently happened to honester men

than either Mendoza or Harry Lee. It is also true, that I

called upon him to assist in procuring me my enlargement,

which, by the bye, was but a slender tribute to the gratitude

he owed me ; he certainly procured me bail, upon my promise

of settling both actions. As Mr. Mendoza admits , I did pay

one ; but I am very sorry, for his own sake, he did not keep a

little nearer truth, with respect to the state ofthe other, as that

might have relieved him from the reprobation that injustice,

fallacy, and ingratitude merits.

The second action, upon which I am accused of having

run from my bail, and left Mr. Mendoza, under all the piteous,

lamentable, and ruinous circumstances, to pay, stood exactly

thus, at the time of his letter :-the debt and costs came to six

teen pounds, the alternative was paying it or going to prison ;

fourteen pounds I raised and paid, so that all Mendoza could

possibly be liable to, was the vast sum of two pounds, which I

have also paid. And here, Mr. Editor, you must give me leave

to declare, that I think no man living abhors the idea of de

serting his bail, or deceiving his friend, more than I do. How

far I have done either, in the present case, I leave to the de

termination of any man, Dan Mendoza excepted . Admit it,

for a moment, Mr. Editor, that I had left Mr. Mendoza to pay

a few pounds for me, for what he terms fixing my security,
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the offence, surely, could not be held in any very heinous light

byhim, if he will have the goodness to call to his recollection

the situation in which he left all his friends who were security

for his integrity when he commenced Sheriff's Officer. And

now, Mr. Editor, I crave your attention to a few words more,

which, I trust, will quench the thirst ofMr. Mendoza for literary

fame, and exhibit him as a paragon of ingratitude. I make

great allowances for the passions of a man labouring to prove

himselfmore conscientiously honest than myself; but I cannot

help lamenting that he chose the subject of ingratitude for his

purpose ; and the dæmon who whispered it in his ear was cer

tainly unacquainted with the account current between him and

myself upon the article of gratitude, which, in fairness, ought

to have been stated. In fine, Sir, Mr. Mendoza has , upon

some very urgent occasions , been driven to the solitary friend .

ship of Harry Lee, who afforded it him in the most ample

manner his capacity would permit. However, fortunately for

Mendoza, it was sufficient for all his purposes. Upon two se

veral occasions have I solicited the pecuniary assistance ofmy

friends, in aid of what my own abilities could afford ; and this,

too, for the purpose of extricating him from the most irksome

of all personal inconvenience, as well as to succour his almost

famished family. Believe me, Mr. Editor, it is painful to me

to upbraid a man with the services I have done him : nor

should any consideration whatever have induced me to reveal

them, had he not goaded and scourged me into the measure.

Perhaps Mendoza has forgot the letters in my possession, ex

pressive of the great obligation I had conferred on him, and

which, I trust, will put both him and the Devil who instructed

him to turn author, to the blush , upon a perusal, whenever he

finds it convenient to give me an opportunity to publish them.

With respect to the language that may have passed between

us, I admit it may not have been the most chaste ; but, consi

dering a!! things, not very illy adapted to our professions and
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habits oflife. It is sufficient to say, that the public have learnt

from Mendoza's statement, that it has brought about a chal

lenge, which has been accepted, to determine the dispute by

manual argument, and I will not envy the laurels he may ga

ther on the occasion. I can only promise that I will do my

utmost to prevent his tearing a single sprig from the brows of

Your most obedient humble Servant,

H. LEE.

Antigallican, Temple Bar.

As might be expected, a challenge was the result of

the above correspondence ; and the KNOWING ONES

entertained an opinion, from a comparison between the

combatants, that MENDOZA Would win it all to nothing.

Harry Lee was well known as an excellent sparrer, but

had never publicly entered the lists as a boxer ; and

although extremely well-made, and having the advan

tage of height and length of arm over his antagonist,

yet his not having the experience of MENDOZA, or his

game put to the test, he was considered, in every point

of view, inferior . On March 21 , 1806 , at Grimstead

Green, a short distance beyond Bromley, in Kent, the

combatants met, and fifty guineas were the stakes de

posited. It was a roped ring oftwenty-five feet-MEN

DOZA had for his second, Bill Warr, and his bottle

holder, Bill Gibbons ; Harry Lee was attended by the

Game Chicken and Gulley. The odds were three to

one that DAN proved the conqueror:

·

First round.- Mendoza looked at his opponent with great

insignificance, and seemed to feel a more than usual degree of

confidence upon this occasion. Lee, however, soon made it

appear that he was no novice in the art, and protected himself

with his left-arm extended, and endeavoured to put in some
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good hits; but Mendoza stopped them, and brought Harry

down. The odds rose ten to one on Dan, and the bets were

decided respecting the first knock-down blow and drawing of

blood.

Second.-Lee rose in a furious state, and the blood pouring

down copiously-Mendoza made a hit, which was neatly re

turned by Lee upon Dan's nose ; when they closed and fell.

Third.-Lee, out of temper, went in to mill away ; but

Mendoza punished him right and left for his temerity, when

he fell,

Fourth.-Lee now convinced the spectators that he was

something more than a sparrer, by showing game, and put

in a good hit over the left eye of Mendoza ; but, in closing,

Dan threw him. The opinions of the amateurs began rather to

change, as it appeared not quite so easy a thing as they

hitherto imagined ; and two to one was sported that Mendoza

did not conquer Lee in half an hour.

--Fifth. Lee, not destitute of pluck, attempted to rally; but

Mendoza, aware of his intentions, put in so severe a blow,

that sent Harry under the ropes. Three to one against Lee.

Sixth. Mendoza, experienced in all the manœuvres ofthe

art, from the many heroes he had contended with for glory,

and with all the coolness ofthe veteran, judging that his op

ponent would attempt another rally, waited for him with the

greatest composure, and put in a tremendous hit over Harry's

nose, and threw him.

Seventh. Of no account whatever,

Eighth. Lee, trusting to impetuosity more than judgment,

went in rapidly to his opponent ; but the folly of such con

duct was self-evident-Mendoza hit him away with the

greatest ease, following him, and, in the event, gave him a

cross-buttock. Lee's frontispiece had now a variegated ap

pearance, from the celerity of Dan's fist .

Ninth .-Lee, full of gaiety, rallied-but Mendoza hit him

sharply over the left eye, which was already swelled terribly.

Five to one on Mendoza.

Tenth. Dan laughed at his opponent ; who made a feeble

hit, and fell upon his knees.

Eleventh. It appeared from Lee's conduct, that he enter

tained an idea that his opponent was to be conquered by impe

tuosity, and rushed in most furiously upon Mendoza, whenthe
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latter hit him, and Harry retreated, and took refuge upon the

ground.

Twelfth.-Mendoza thought it was necessary to show a

little fight, and, in a sharp rally, soon punished his opponent

out of the ring.

Thirteenth.-Rallying was the order of the day with Lee,

when Dan put in a severe hit, and, to avoid going down,

Harry caught hold of his opponent.

Fourteenth.-Mendoza struck his adversary , who, to the

astonishment of the spectators, went and laid himself down,

as before. Some hisses and disapprobation occurred-and

cries of " foul-take him away !"

Fifteenth. Trifling away time ; Lee went down without a

hit, and Dan laughed at his pretensions. Six to one against Lee.

Sixteenth.-Mendoza, waiting for his opponent, hit him in

the throat, which more than tickled him, and he fell from its

effects, to all appearance extremely weak. The odds now

were out of comparison-and a guinea to half a crown was

offered.

Seventeenth.- Lee went to the ground upon the first blow.

Eighteenth.-Mere flourishing-they closed and fell.

Nineteenth.-Harry, quite gay, tried what effect another

rally might produce : but Mendoza's sagacity rendered the at

tempt futile, and gave Lee a desperate blow upon the chin,

which not only cut it severely, but sent him under the ropes.

Twentieth. Mendoza laughing at the insufficiency ofhis

opponent's attempts-who now appeared quite passionate

stopped Harry's blows with the greatest sangfroid ; when, in

closing, they both went to the ground.

Twenty-first. Dan gave Lee so severe a hit upon the body,

that it instantly levelled his opponent. All betters, but no

takers.

Twenty-second.-Mendoza, in offering to strike his oppo

⚫nent, Lee fell down--cries of " foul !"

Twenty-third. Of no consequence --both closed and fell.

Twenty-fourth.- Lee, still fond of rallying, tried it on-but

Mendoza hit him away easily, when Lee slipped down.

Twenty-fifth.-Mendoza, as if expecting Lee would rally

again, was perfectly prepared for the attempt, and punished

him right and left, when Harry went to the ground, and ap

peared much exhausted .
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Twenty-sixth.-Dan, full of spirits and vigour, as soon as

Lee stood up, gave him a leveller.

Twenty-seventh .-Lee, in making a hit, lost his distance,

and fell.

Twenty-eighth.-This was a most singular round. Harry

went in to his opponent, and by main force pulled him down

by the arm.

Twenty-ninth. A rally on both sides-Lee, not dismayed,

put in several hits, when, in closing, Mendoza fell uppermost.

---

Thirtieth. The science of Dan was truly conspicuous, he

stopped every blow ; but happened to slip, when Lee put in

some facers as Mendoza was going down.

Thirty-first.--Of no note whatever.

Thirty-second.-Dan rather appeared fatigued, and, in

making a blow, went down upon his knees.

Thirty-third.-Lee now endeavoured to show that his spirits

were in good trim, and made the best use ofhis knowledge,

which was by no means beneath mediocrity ; but it was mere

pretence to strength, his weakness was palpably visible . His

face was much altered.

Thirty-fourth. Both the combatants fought well ; but the

event was in Dan's favour.

Thirty-fifth.-Mendoza sent Lee under the ropes, from a

well-directed blow.

Thirty-sixth.— Dan repeated the dose.

Thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth.-In all these

rounds the superiority of Mendoza was manifest :-Dan stop

ped and hit as he pleased.

Fortieth . Mendoza punished Lee's ribs severely, and from

the effects ofthe blows he fell.

Forty-first .-Lee was now getting in a very exhausted

state, and fell from a mere touch that Dan gave him.

Forty-second.-Lee began to perceive that the chance was

against him, and his exertions were on the decline-Mendoza

did as he pleased , and closed the round by throwing him.

Fifty-third. For the last ten rounds, Lee had not the small

est prospect of success ; but still his game prompted him to

continue the fight, in hopes that some lucky chance might

offer ; but having fell a second time without receiving a hit,

Mendoza was declared the conqueror.
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The amateurs were completely surprised at the pro

traction of the above fight , for one hour and ten

minutes. It is certain that Lee was not equal to the

task of encountering so experienced and finished a

pugilist as MENDOZA ; but it is equally true, that his

conduct was entitled to honourable mention, and, con

sideringit hisfirst appearance in the ring, Lee acquitted

himself rather in a superior manner. That he was not

wanting either in courage or resolution, was evident ;

and his scientific efforts, in several instances, were en

titled to much praise ; and he completely eradicated

the idea (which had gained so much ground) that he

was nothing more than—a sparrer !

1

MY CH

It has been a tolerably general expressed opinion

that nopugilist whatever, since the days of Broughton,

(or even Broughton himself, ) has ever so completely

elucidated or promulgated the principles of boxing

as DANIEL MENDOZA ; and, if his own public asser

tion proves the fact, which, we believe, has never

been contradicted, we never heard of any boxer who

could make use of any thing like the following decla

ration, wherein he says, " he who has been successful

in upwards ofTHIRTY PITCHED BATTLES ; he who

has disputed with the first and ablest men ofhis time!"

It may be equally admitted, that he has also given

more lessons upon the art than any other professor in

the kingdom. MENDOZA for several years relin

quished the profession of pugilism for the occupation

of a publican, to support a wife and eleven children.

He is an intelligent and communicative man.
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JOHN JACKSON.

All fame is foreign, but of true desert,

Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart :

One self-approving HOUR whole years outweighs

Of stupid starers and of loud huzzas !

It has been observed , by the inimitable STERNE, that

"you may travel from Dan to Beersheba, and cry all is

barren-and so it is !" and the Critic may, in his clo

set, with equal facility assert, there is not one single

feature in the whole race of Pugilists attractive enough

to save the practice of boxing from condemnation ;

which declaration, however fallacious, may be received

as truth, ifthe MIND of the traveller, unfortunately,

prove barren . and throughout a long journey he is

only aroused from his apathy upon the appearance of

afinger post, or in enumerating the mile-stones which

he has passed.

ZIMMERMAN boasted the advantages that solitude af

forded to become virtuous and improve the understand

ingoveran intercourse with society ; and ofthe absolute

necessity ofcontemplating in silence (when abstracted

from the circles ofgaiety and dissipation) the materi

als which are so essential to form a good character : but

that great Master ofthe Passions, soaring above those

VOL. I. 2 R
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precise modes and symptoms which tend to infer that

mankind can only be correct in private, has evinced,

by his grand and instructive displays of human nature

(which have so often elicited the tear from the most

obdurate) in delineating the heart of man in all its ex

tensive variety of feelings, could never have been ob

tained nor promulgated in solitude, nor that fine stami

na acquired which pervades the works ofthe immortal

SHAKSPEARE (who, we are told, in the early part of

his life was a deer-stealer, and even the gayest ofthe

thoughtless). It was our immortal Bard's intercourse

with men and manners, that enabled him to treasure

up those powerful observations which have so emi

nently marked his irresistible portraits, containing

the very essence of all that is beautiful and impressive,

enriched with those exquisite touches of colouring that

never fade, having for their basis -NATURE !

It has been the leading feature of BoxIANA to ex

posethe sophisticated attempts ofthose writers who have

endeavoured not only to traduce the Patrons of Pugi

lism, but to annihilate, if possible, the practice of the

manly Art of Self-defence-one ofthe most noble, in

vigorating, and national traits in the English character.

Ifit should appear that the mind is debased from wit

nessing such public displays ; if the customs and man

nersofsociety were infringed upon by such exhibitions ;

and if the feelings of men were so blunted from these

specimens of hardihood and valour, as to prevent

them from fulfilling those public situations in life, which

many are called upon to perform, with fidelity, justice,

and reputation- then would Pugilism be a disgrace to

that country where it is permitted, and boxers ren

dered obnoxious to society !

--
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However, in point of argument and fact, it has per

haps become necessary to inquire, how far, in patroni

sing Pugilism, the effects of which manly art have

operated upon those minds, so as to reduce their con

sequence in the estimation of their friends, or injure

their public character with society in general, have

taken place ?

It is an incontrovertible fact, that one of the most

celebrated and exalted civil characters in the nation,

whose patriotic attention toward the preservation and

due administration of the laws ; whose firmness in sup

porting, upon all occasions, the liberty ofthe subject ;

whose dignity and consistency of conduct in represent

ingthe first city in the world in Parliament ; also in ful

filling oneofthe most important official situations, the

Lord Mayor of London ; that, upon his retiring from

that most arduous and honourable situation- (a situa

tion rendered difficult and of imminent peril, from the

badness ofthe times and scarcity of provisions,) which

he filled with so much humanity toward the considera

tion of the people, and so perfectly constitutional in

its practice, adding stability to the civil power, and re

flecting lustre upon the protection of the laws-it is

upon record, no individual ever received more public

thanks . His patriotic conduct was not only admired

throughout England, but, on being presented to the

First Consul, Buonaparte, at Paris, his fame had so far

ran before him, that he was complimented by that cele

brated character in the following words, " that while

the civil power was strong enough, never to call in the

aid ofthe military !" It appears, then, that the name

of HARVEY CHRISTIAN COOMBE never suffered the

slightest tarnish from his patronage of the OLD EN
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GLISH custom ofBOXING in the early part of his life,

but through a long and distinguished career portrayed

such fortitude ofdisposition, and proved his pretensions

soclear to the character ofa real Englishman, an honest

citizen, and an independent senator, that, on October

12, 1812, Alderman COOMBE was placed at the head

of the poll, by the voices of 5125 independent livery

men, creating a majority of548 votes over the highest

ministerial candidate. He was also returned a fourth

time as member for the City of London, for his past

services, and as a conspicuous and interesting ornament

to the nation.

1

If the opinion of that senator be of any weight,

whose speeches have been so often loudlycheered in the

House ofCommons, whose enlightened mind, classical

acquirements, and transcendant talents have so de

lighted and refined the senses of his auditors by his

brilliant wit-his figurative imagination, and irresis

tible eloquence-a mind stored with researches from

ancientand modern literature, united with a conversant

practice of the character and knowledge of mankind,

in all its various gradations, from the rusticity ofa

cudgelling bout at a country fair-the humours ofa

bull bait- the minutiae of a boxing match, down to the

finished elegance of ROYALTY- he has thus publicly

declared his sentiments :
――――

"A smart contest, this, between Maddox and Richmond !

Why are we to boast so much of the native valour of our

troops, as shewn at TALAVERA, at VIMEIRA, and at MAIDA,

yet to discourage all the practices and habits which tend to

keep alive the same sentiments and feelings ? The sentiments

that filled the minds of the three thousand spectators who

attended the two Pugilists, were just the same in kind as
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those which inspired the higher combatants on the occasion

before enumerated. It is the circumstances only in which

they are displayed that make the difference.

"He thatthe world subdued, had been

But the best wrestler on the green."

There is no sense in the answer always made to this,

' Are no men brave but boxers ?' Bravery is found in all

habits, classes, circumstances, and conditions. But have habits

and institutions of one sort no tendency to form it more

than of another ?-Longevity is found in persons of habits

the most opposite ; but are not certain habits more favourable

to it than others ? The courage does not arise from mere

boxing, from the mere beating, or being beat : but from

the sentiments excited by the contemplation and cultivation

of such practices. Will it make no difference in the mass

of people, whether their amusements are all of a pacific,

pleasurable, and effeminate nature ; or whether they are of

a sort that calls forth a continued admiration of prowess

and hardihood ?"

:.Then, ifsuch an enlightened senator as the late Right

Hon.W.WINDHAM felt no hesitation in promulgating

the above sentiments respecting the utility ofPUGILISM

as anationaltrait, there appears no necessity whatever,

that any of its professors stand in need ofanAPOLOGY !

Strange is it, that our bloods,

Whose colour, weight, and heat pour'd out together,

Would quite confound distinction, yet stand off

In difference mighty. But do not so

From lowest place, when virtuous things proceed,

The place is dignified by the doer's deed.

Where great addition swells, and virtue none,

It is a dropsied honour ; good alone

Is good, without a name ; vileness is so :

The property, by what it is, should go,
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Not by the title. Honours best thrive,

When rather from our acts we them derive

Than our foregoers : the mere word's a slave

Debauch'd on every tomb, on every grave;

A lying trophy, and as oft is dumb,

Where dust and damn'd oblivion is the tomb

Of honour'd bones indeed !

No task can prove more pleasing to the dictates of

the biographer, in his developement of characters , than

when the circumstances of the case perfectly permit

him, in unison with truth, " nothing to extenuate, or

set down aught in malice !" and whether called upon

to portray the splendid achievements of the hero, or

exhibit the unsophisticated traits of the pugilist, provi

ded that society are gainers by the publicity of their

efforts, the end in view is obtained . Sophistry has done,

so much to obscure and place in the back-ground a cer

tain class of mankind ; and Calumny assisting with all

her venom, to produce, if possible, complete oblivion ;

that CANDOUR scarcely possesses fortitude enough to

resist the torrent, but is carried placidly along with the

stream. Yet, notwithstanding, prejudice too often may

deform , as well as panegyric too highly adorn the pic

ture ; but while the original daily appears before the

public eye, nothing can prove easier in ascertaining

the fidelity, or ofimpeaching the integrity ofthe artist.

Marrying a woman for her beauty, it has been said,

is like eating a bird for its singing ; and complimenting

a man, merely, upon the symmetry of his form, would

prove equally as absurd and ridiculous. It is most

undoubtedly true, that JOHN JACKSON, in the early

part of his life, was fond of the gymnastic science, and,
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in the hey-day of youth, made three public displays of

the art, much to the satisfaction of the spectators,

and acquired the reputation of a scientific pugilist.

In the pugilistic hemisphere, JACKSON has long been

viewed as a fixed star, and the other bodies may be

compared to so many satellites revolving round the

greater orb, deriving their principal vigour and influ

ence from his dominion. To Nature he is indebted for

an uncommonly fine person ; his symmetry ofform is

attractive in the extreme, and he is considered one of

the best-made men in the kingdom, standing five feet

eleven inches and a halfin height, and weighing about

fourteenstone ; with limbs elegantly proportioned, and

anarm for athletic beauty that defies competition : such

an exterior cannot but prove prepossessing, and such an

exterior has had its weight in that peculiar respect.

It appears that JACKSON has lived all his life ; and,

to use the expression of the poet, he has " caught

the manners living as they rise," and not content with

havingit observed alone, that he is one ofthe best-made

men in the kingdom, but wisely endeavoured to unite

with the above expression, that of being one of the

best-behaved men also. In fact, JACKSON possesses a

mind that penetrates farther than the surface, and being

well assured, from his intercoursewith polished society,

that gentlemen, however fond of PUGILISM they may

be, cannot discourse upon fighting every minute in the

day, begin again the next, and so go on to the end of

the chapter, has prevented any such chasm from ap

pearing in his composition. The advantages of good

company have therefore proved obvious to him, and

by appreciating its consequences he has turned it to a

proper account,in foreseeing that the recommendations
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of being a first-rate Pugilist were of too transitory &

nature to rely upon those qualifications alone ; and al

though the term thorough-bred may have its import

ance in the ring, (and so essentially necessary in mat

ters ofa sporting description, ) yet there are two more

little words requisite to render the man complete, and

pass him current through the world, denominated—

GOOD BREEDING . If his pedigree cannot be traced

with all that accuracy which herald-painters require in

delineating ancestry, few men, who are aware of the

necessity of so important a feature in exalting their

character, have exerted themselves more to obtain the

possession of such an invaluable and pleasing trait,

and in adopting those celebrated maxims, than Mr.

JACKSON has done:-

Give thy thoughts no tongue,

Nor any unproportion'd thought his act ;

Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.

The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,

Grapple them to thy soul with locks of steel ;

But do not dull thy palm with entertainment

Ofeach new-hatch'd, unfledged comrade. Beware

Of entranceto a quarrel ; but, being in,

Bear't, that th' opposed may beware of thee.

Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice ;

Take each man's censure, but reserve thy judgment.

JACKSON has been far from an inattentive observer

of the above requisites, and acquired considerable pro

ficiency in his manners and address . He has let no op

portunity slip whereby he might obtain knowledge and

improvement : and who, we are informed, was born in

the Metropolis, (but whose progenitors were natives of
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Worcestershire, ) was reared to the occupation of a

builder: JACKSON had only attained his nineteenth

year, when he entered the lists with that formidable

boxer Fewterel. At that period he was an entire

stranger to the sporting world ; and, if we are not mis

informed, it was owing to the late unfortunate Colonel

HARVEY ASTON (one of the most steady and firm

patrons of pugilism) that he was induced to try his

skill in a public pugilistic encounter ; and from this

introduction he was accordingly matched to fight

Fewterel. The style and fortitude displayed by JACK

SON in the above contest, proved of so attractive á

nature, as to be a recommendation to the Fancy in

general, and which has proved a lasting acquaintance

with the higher patrons of the pugilistic art. How

ever, in his set- to with Fewterel, his most sanguine

friends entertained doubts of his success, owing to

the disadvantages he had to contend against ; but his

science and intrepidity throughout the fight entitled

him to general approbation and conquest.

JACKSON, from his care and attention, soon became

the proprietor of a most respectable inn in Surrey ';

and in that situation he is remembered with respect,

from a general line of conduct which always mani

fested itself, in a desire to serve and please those

persons whom curiosity or business led to visit his

house. Fortune has been propitious to his views,

and he has not been unmindful of her favours . In

himself, JACKSON has proved " ALL is not barren!"

and that, however terrific and formidable the pugilist

may appear in combat, yet the same individual may

be tempered with those sensibilities which make man

VOL. I. ? s
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kind valuable and interesting. The hitherto rude and

massy piece of stone, obscured by the dirt, when re

moved and polished by the hands of the sculptor,

ultimately becomes the finished and beautiful statue,

attracting the gaze and admiration of all who witness

so exquisite a production ; and which, but for the

mind of the artist, who saw the figure in the stone, it

must have remained unmeaning and unnoticed. Hu

man nature, however harsh the term may appear,

without some degree of intellect, can only be viewed

as little better than a mere piece of clay-the General

would never acquire greatness-the Poet, sublimity—

the Senator, independence-the Painter, excellence—

the Architect, grandeur-the Warrior, bravery-or

the Historian, impartiality-if they merely passed

over objects as they first presented themselves, (either

fascinatingly elegant, or most horridly deformed,)

without the application of a lively and appropriating

MIND.

In relinquishing his pretensions to PUGILISM, and

giving up all the honours attending on conquest, it

is but common justice to observe, that JACKSON has

practically realised the character of a gentleman ;

equally respected by the rich and poor ; and ever

ready to perform a good action . Were it necessary,

numerous instances might be quoted, in verifying the

excellence of his heart, and the sensibility of his dis

position and in him also the Pugilists experience a

steady and warm friend.

JACKSON is personally known to most of the first

characters in the kingdom ; and the circles he now

moves in are ofthe greatest respectability, and whose
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recommendations to whom have not occurred merely

from the scientific acquirements ofPugilism, but upon

pretensions which are of the most firm and durable

nature : a pleasing address ; an intelligent and com

municative disposition ; and which have rendered him

in society a cheerful and agreeable companion. Mr.

JACKSON possesses sufficient property to render him

an independent character, and to support that station

with stability. In offering advice to the Pugilists of

the present day, it cannot be expressed in more concise

or appropriate terms than " Go thou and do likewise.”

JACKSON fought with Fewterel, a Birmingham hero,

whose fame ran before him, having proved victorious

inneartwenty battles. Great expectations were formed

upon the contest, and numerous bets were depending

upon its issue. The battle took place on June 9, 1788,

at Smitham Bottom, nearCroydon , in Surrey ; Fewterel

was attended by Warr and Dunn; and JACKSON had

for his second Tom Johnson, and Humphries officiated

as his bottle-holder. It was apprehended that JACKSON

would never be able to knock Fewterel down, as the,

latter was a man ofgreat bulk and uncommon strength;

but this opinion was soon rendered fallacious, by

JACKSON levelling him frequently, in the course of the

fight. Fewterel, with all his powers, was perfectly in

competent to enter the lists with JACKSON, either in

point of science or bottom, and had recourse to shift

ing, and falling down often without a blow ; trying

every manœuvre to win ; and even infringing on the

time allowed between each round. The contest lasted

a few minutes above an hour ; but Fewterel was con- ·

siderably punished before hegave in. His Royal High

"
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ness the Prince of Wales was much pleased with the

intrepidity displayed by JACKSON, and acknowledged

it to the latter by a small present.

-TJACKSON next fought George Ingleston the Brewer,

at Ingatestone, in Essex, on March 12, 1798-where

he met with the unfortunate accident of dislocating his

ankle, and breaking the small bone of his leg; but

notwithstanding which circumstance his fortitude was

truly conspicuous. See page 223.

:
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The amateurs were much interested in the contest

between JACKSON and Mendoza, for 200 guineas a

side, upon a twenty-four feet stage erected at Horn

church, in Essex, on April 15, 1795. Mendoza was

seconded by Harry Lee, and Symonds officiated as

bottle-holder ; and JACKSON was attended by Tom

Johnson and Bill Wood. Mr. Smith and Mr. James

Nayler acted as umpires upon this occasion; and

both the combatants were loudly cheered upon their

appearance. The bets were in favour of Mendoza.

First round. The spectators were more than commonly:

interested, from the celebrity of the combatants.-Judgment ,

was not wanting on either side, and a fine display of the art

was witnessed the amateur experienced a rich treat in the

development of the science in all its characteristic minutiæ

-a minute had expired, and both waiting for the advantage,

when Jackson put in a tremendous hit, that laid Dan prostrate

on the stage.

Second. In this round Mendoza showed the advantage of

the science to perfection , by stopping the blows of his antago

nist with great neatness, and in returning several good

hits.

Third. Both on the alert, and pelting away without cere

mony-Jackson put in several severe hits, and Mendoza was

not behind in returning the compliment ; but in the termi

nation of the round Dan went down. Notwithstanding, the

odds rose two to one on Mendoza,

1
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Fourth. This was the heat of the battle-fear was out of

the question, and the combatants lost to every thing but

victory. Jackson, confident of his powers and knowledge,

went in with great courage, treating the science of Mendoza

with indifference, and punishing him most terribly, when Dan

fell from a severe blow onthe right eye, which bled profuse

ly. The odds rose upon Jackson.

Fifth .-The scene was now considerably changed , and some

murmurings were expressed by the friends of Mendoza, on

witnessing Jackson take hold of his opponent by the hair,

and serving him out in that defenceless state till he fell to the

ground. An appeal was made to the umpires upon the pro

priety of the action, when it was deemed perfectly consistent

with the rules of fighting, and the battle proceeded. The

odds were now changed two to one on Jackson.

Sixth to Eighth.-Mendoza was getting rather exhausted,'

and endeavoured to recover his strength by acting on the de-'

fensive ; but he could make no way against the superiority

ofJackson.
ST

Ninth and last.--Mendoza stood no chance-Jackson ap

peared in full vigour, and hit away his man with great ease.

Dan suffered considerably, and after falling completely ex-"

hausted, acknowledged he had done.

.

},

The above contest, for the time it continued, (ten

minutes and a half,) was never exceeded in point of

severity ; but JACKSON was little the worse for it,

and jumped from the stage with great activity. It was

quite otherwise with Mendoza, who was very much

beaten. Numerous indeed were the patrons of pugilism

present upon this occasion, among whom were the

Duke of Hamilton , and several other noblemen and

gentlem n amateurs.

A paragraph, near seven years after the above com

bat, appearing in some of the newspapers, purporting

that a fight would take place between, Mendoza and

JACKSON ; the latter, by way of a FAREWELL EPI

LOGUE to the public, informing them of his determi
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nation, inserted the following letter in the Oracle, or

Daily Advertiser, on Wednesday, Dec. 1 , 1801 .

SIR,

TO THE EDITOR.

I was somewhat astonished, on my return to town

on Saturday, to learn that a challenge was inserted in your

paper on Thursday last, as if from Mr. Mendoza. Should I

be right in my conclusion, by believing that it comes from

that celebrated pugilist, I beg you will inform the public,

through the medium of your paper, that for some years I

have entirely withdrawn from a public life , and am more and

more convinced of the propriety of my conduct, by the

happiness which I enjoy in private, among many friends of

great respectability, with whom it is my pride to be received

on terms of familiarity and friendship : goaded, however, as

I am to a petty conflict, I hope that it will not be considered

as too much arrogance on my part, simply to observe, that,

after waiting for more thanthree years to accept the challenge

of any pugilist, however dexterous in the science, and

however highly flattered by his friends, I think it rather

extraordinary that Mr. Mendoza should add a silence of four

years to those three, it being nearly seven years since I had

the satisfaction of chastising him for his insolence ; but Mr.

Mendoza derived onegreat good fromthe issue of that contest

-he was taught to be less hasty in forming his resolutions,

more slow in carrying them into effect.

This cautious and wise principle of action deserves much

commendation ; and having served an apprenticeship ofseven

years to learn a certain portion of artificial courage, he now

comes forward with a stock of impudence (the only capital

which during that time he seems to have acquired) to force
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meto appear once more in that situation which I have for

years cheerfully avoided.

Reluctant, however, as I am, to attract again, even for a

moment, the public attention, I shall have no objection to

vindicate my character, by a meeting with Mr. Mendoza,

when and where he pleases, PROVIDED he'll promise to fight,

and provided he'll also promise not to give previous informa

tion to the magistrates of Bow-street, or elsewhere.

Flattering myself that your readers and the public will

pardon this intrusion on their more precious time,

I am, Sir,

Yours and theirs, most respectfully,

JOHN JACKSON.
Nov. 20, 1801 .

Notwithstanding the appearance ofthe above letter,

it produced no battle, neither has JACKSON been enga

ged in any contest whatever for upwards oftwenty-six

years. It has been observed of him, in reference to

other men, that few pugilists have appeared but what

have been distinguished for some peculiar trait of ex

cellence appertaining to the art of self-defence ; some

for superior strength ; others for intuitive science; and

many for extraordinary bottom ; but JACKSON has the

whole of them united in one person. His agility is

truly astonishing, and there are few men, if any, that

can jump farther than he can ; in point of strength,

he is equally gifted . A cast has been taken from the

arm of JACKSON, on account of its fine proportion

and anatomical beauty, and of its athletic and muscu

lar appearance, only twenty copies of which have

been distributed among his most particular friends.

1

We cannot pass over the following patriotic trait

displayed by JACKSON in the year 1811 , in procuring
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a benefit at the Fives ' Court, in St. Martin's Street, to

wards aiding the public subscription tending to alle

viate the sufferings ofthe Portuguese, whose towns had

been destroyed by the French . This benefit produced

the sum ofone hundred and fourteen pounds, and was

paid to the committee for conducting the same.

In thus paying attention to the wants of our suffer

ing allies, JACKSON's humanity would not let him

prove unmindful towards his unfortunate countrymen,

the British Prisoners in France. In consequence of

which, another benefit was produced in the beginning of

the year 1812, whenthe respectable sum ofone hundred

and thirty-two pounds, six shillings, was the receipt

thereof, which was immediately applied in aid of that

laudable purpose. To the credit of all the pugilists be

it remembered, that, on the first intimation of such a

plan, they all cheerfully volunteered their services by

seconding the efforts of so disinterested a proposition.

In taking our leave of the above person, we have

only to observe, that BOXIANA would not have done

his duty to the public in omitting the pretensions of

JACKSON to pugilism, notwithstanding his long retire

ment from the scene ofaction ; and, whether as a pugi

list, or in any of the capacities he has filled, we feel no

impropriety in concluding, that,

Take him for all in all ,

We shall not look upon his like again.
1.

1
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TOM TRING.

Out, out, brief candle !

Life's but a walking shadow-a poor player,

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,

And then is heard no more !

SUCH is the influence of Time ! Notwithstanding

the above pugilistic hero has occupied the pencils of

some of our first-rate English artists ; and also,

at one time, challenged all England, (excepting his

most intimate friend, the late Tom Johnson,) for one

thousand guineas, he is, at the present period, almost

totally forgotten !

No boxer, it appears, possessed such attractions to

publicity as Tom TRING. As a pugilist, his qualities

were of a most tremendous nature, and few men ap

peared who were capable of resisting his mighty

prowess. His figure was of an Herculean stamp,

which rendered him conspicuous ; and, in being clad

with the rich paraphernalia of ROYALTY, (of which

he was one of its striking appendages,) Toм obtained

considerable notoriety.

TRING is a native of Leighton-Buzzard, Bedford

shire ; his prize-fights were but few, but his skirmishes

numerous indeed . His first set-to in London was with

one Tom Pratt, in Baker's Fields, Bayswater, in 1787,

Prattwas a very formidable man, being upwards ofsix

feet in height, and stout in proportion ; but TRING felt

so confident in his own powers, that he fought him a

guinea against five shillings. TRING proved perfectly

correct in his idea, and dealt out such tremendous

VOL. I. 2 T
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punishment in the course of five minutes, that Pratt

made the best use of his heels, and left Тom in pos

session of the ring!

Some difference of opinion having taken place be

tween TRING and one Harry Norfolk, a bricklayer, a

regular set-to immediately commenced in the streets.

Norfolkwas a thorough game man, full of activity, and

not destitute ofscience ; and, in an accidental turn-up,

was an ugly customer. Such a street-fight had not

been witnessed for many years. Notwithstanding the

ponderous blows of TRING, Norfolk never flinched

from his adversary, but returned hit for hit with un

common severity; and possessed such an appetite, that

it was nearly an hour before he was satisfied! TRING

felt the effects so severely of his opponent's fist, that

he wore one of his arms in a sling for a considerable

time afterwards.

"

Butthe most desperate conflict in which TRING was

engaged, was with BigBen, at Dartford , for ten guineas

a-side. TRING had for his secondJoe Ward, and Sibley

for his bottle-holder ; and Ben was attended by Martin,

the Bath Butcher, and Fry. Noflinching was observed

in this contest, and a more determined battle was never

witnessed. Ben, always a hero, displayed courage of

the finest quality ; and the fortitude of TRING was

equally attractive. Theblowsthat passed between them

were tremendous in the extreme ; and they alternately

hit each other away with the most remarkable facility.

Both the combatants exhibited dreadful marks ofpu

nishment; and the contest was for a considerable time

doubtful-Ben was nearly blind ; and it was not till

TRING hadcompletely lost all vision that he gave itin.

Twosuch hard hitters were scarcely ever matched, and,
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duringthe nineteen minutes which the battle continued,

the punishment might be said to be reciprocal.

As a pugilist, if TRING did not possess the scientific

minutiæ of a Mendoza, his game was of the richest

quality, and he was not without some pretensions to a

knowledge of the art. Tom was one of the hardest

hitters of his time ; and Big Ben, whose judgment in

those matters could not be impeached, not only refused

to enter the lists a second time with TRING, when he

was challenged, but declared, before his death, that

his constitution had suffered most materially from the

severe blows which he had encountered at Dartford.

In the early part of his life, TRING was, in the opi

nion of some ofthe most distinguished artists, the finest

made man in the kingdom. In height, six feet one inch,

and weighing fifteen stone ; his symmetry of form was

considered so completely athletic, and so much ad

mired, that he was selected as a peculiarly fine subject

to stand for a painting ofHERCULES , which was after

wards publicly exhibited at the ROYAL ACADEMY :

Dignity and grace

Adorn his frame, and manly beauty join'd

With strength Herculean.

Nor was the figure of TRING confined to the picture

of Hercules, as he stood several times, in various atti

tudes, at the above Academy, to exhibit the beauties of

the human frame, for the instruction of the numerous

students, and improvement ofthe professors. Among

the works ofthe late President, Sir Joshua Reynolds,

Hopner, Beechey, &c. the athletic form ofTRING may

be traced. A fine bust was also taken of him, by a

celebrated artist .

TRING lived in the capacity of Chairman to his

*
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Royal Highness the Prince ofWales, for fifteen years ;

and we understand, that had he not been expressly

prohibited, his pugilistic encounters, in all probability,

would have been more numerous.

He was a civil, well-behaved man, but unfortunately

reduced, in the decline of life, to procure a livelihood

from the casual employment of carrying heavy loads,

in the capacity of a street-porter :

When men once reach their Autumn, sickly joys

Fall off apace, as yellow leaves from trees,

At ev'ry little breath misfortune blows ;

Till, left quite naked of their happiness,

In the chill blasts of winter they expire.

This is the common lot.

TRING died in 1815.

FEMALE PUGILISM.

To show the nationality of BOXING, and that it is

not merely confined to heroes, we have extracted the

following copy of an advertisement, which appeared

in a diurnal print, in June, 1722, upwards of ninety

nine years since, when even HEROINES panted for the

honours of pugilistic glory !

CHALLENGE.

I, ELIZABETH WILKINSON, of Clerkenwell, having had

some words with HANNAH HYFIELD, and requiring satisfac

tion, do invite her to meet me upon the stage, and box me for

three guineas ; each woman holding half-a-crown in each hand,

and the first woman that drops the money to lose the battle.

ANSWER.

I , HANNAH HYFIELD, of Newgate Market, hearing of

the resoluteness of ELIZABETH WILKINSON, will not fail ,

God willing, to give her more blows than words- desiring

homeblows, and from her, no favour: she may expect a good

thumping !

1
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olund svom da tudi of norddrynë,jo uploquejo, gui

wylblod sandiweurood grant ylbobinet for one your day

13 go
CALEB BALDWIN

DPATRMgomo je bojaos

(THE VETERAN CHAMPION OF WESTMINSTER.) &

ghof CALEB's deeds I'll now relate, ils duos mid

A fighting hero ofthe state

Whose pugilistic feats I sing,

And great achievements in the ring:

Of FORTITUDE that never shrink'd ,

Of many mill'd, and numbers pink'd ;

CUSTOMERS Served, both right and left :

And GLUTTONS fed, till they have wept !

A child of Nature-full ofgame—

Entitled to the smiles of Fame ;

Of BALDWIN's prowess then be brief-

And chaunt the battles of this CHIEF!

It has been remarked by the incomparable Gold

smith, that ONEHALF ofthe world are ignorant how the

otherHALF live ! and, perhaps, the observation maynot

be a great way off the truth in stating that the unac

quainted HALF never think it worth their while to in

quire. In fact, the times are so accommodating in which

we live, and so many opinions are offered to us, ready

cut and dried for ouracceptance, that we have scarcely

time to peruse one-third ofthose crudities, much more

to think upon, or digest, any ofthem !

It has been emphatically asserted by a great political

writer, Mr. Cobbett, that the study of the learned or

dead languages is unnecessary ; and although that

classic sprig of literature, Leigh Hunt, has, with the

flourish of his pen, completely condemned the manly

and national practice of Boxing, as debasing the finer

feelings of our composition, and tending to degradc
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the character of Englishmen to that of mere brutes ;

yet, they are not decidedly facts, because thus boldly as

serted by those public caterers. Admitting that the

stronggenius and industry ofthe one haveso far carried

him through all his difficulties, and placed him upon a

towering eminence, without the finish of a University,

his argument gains no strength whatever bythe solitary

instance of his extraordinary success : and, granting

that the classical acquirements ofthe other have raised

him to anunexpected importance in promulgatingsenti

ments tolerably approved of, it by no means decides

that Pugilism is a barbarous trait, because it does not

accord with his imperative notions ! Nor isthe old intui

tive English spirit ofBoxing to besuppressed, or the na

tion suffered to become effeminate, because the refined

pagesofa newspaper (the Examiner)are not to be sullied

with the details of a pugilistic contest -public opinion

is not yet so completely shackled as to take for data all

their productions ; but, although we differ in opinion

from those champions ofthe press, we do not detract

from their merits, and feel strongly impressed that the

world is much indebted to their united exertions.

LEARNING will always ensure respect, and GENius

claim admiration ; but we are well convinced, agreeing

with the doctrine ofthe great Bacon, that books alone

will not inform us of the true state ofthings, without an

intercourse with that book ofbooks, REAL LIFE ; from

which we are taught to appreciate and become acquaint

ed with ourselves. It becomes, then, our duty to ob

serve well the passing scene, and not let it slip away

withoutsome remembrance of its importance ; and it is

not because wemayhave hadthe good fortune to acquire
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a slight acquaintance with Greek, a smattering of Latin,

or picked up a few phrases ofFrench, that we are to

look downupon the rest ofmankind with contempt who

have not had the same opportunities of exercising their

MINDS. Whether in our mixture with society we come

in contact with the erudite index of a Horne Tooke, or

the rough nob of CALEB BALDWIN, the observer will

not lose any thing, if it should not prove too much

trouble to make a comparison ; he will find, in the

course of his investigation , that, in the one, to what a

pitch ofexcellence human nature can arrive at by study ;

and he will also experience in the other that even the

wild flowers of Nature possess a certain indescribable

something, which will arrest the traveller's attention

so as not to pass them by with indifference:

Know NATURE's children shall divide her care ,

The fur that warms a Monarch warm'd a Bear.

Paddington boasts its HERO, and Westminster her

CHAMPION ; and it is rather a knotty point to decide

which of those brave pugilists has fought the most

battles.

CALEB STEPHEN RAMSBOTTOM (otherwise BALD

WIN)wasborn in Westminster, on the 22d ofApril, 1769,

and is in height five feet six inches and a half, weigh

ing nine stone eleven pounds ; though in his regular

battles he never weighed so much by four pounds.

Therenowned CALEB has been considered one ofthe

best bits ofstuffin the kingdom ; and, we believe, we

are tolerably correct in asserting, that, notwithstanding

his numerous contests, he has proved the conqueror in

all ofthem, excepting one solitary instance ; and even
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in that we shall endeavour to prove, in its proper

place, he was entitled to victory.

Whether George Colman, the Dramatist, had CA

LEB in his eye when he penned the following lines , we

cannot ascertain :

纂

Yet some affirm no enemies they are,

But meet just like prize-fighters in a fair ;

Who first shake hands before they box ,

Then give each other mighty knocks,

With all the loving kindness of a brother !

Weare well assured , that he has peeled oftener than any

other pugilist whatever, although possessing a disposi

tion far from irritable, and not following pugilism as a

profession. It would require a small volume to detail

his heroic achievements, and the various CUSTOMERS he

hasdisposed of-the numerous GILLS he has punished

the LUSTY COVES he has milled-the RUFFIANS he has

doubled up-the SAUCY SWELLS he has pinked-the

BOUNCES that he has hit-away-and the FIGHTING

MEN whom he has conquered! We shall endeavour to

give the most prominent of his encounters.

CALEB's first set-to was about the year 1786, when a

mere stripling, with one Gregory, on his native soil ,

Tothill Fields, for half-a-guinea ; and, from the early

specimens ofthe science exhibited by CALEB in punish

ing and conquering Gregory, who was every way his

superior in point of manly proportion, CALEB was

considered as a promising pugilist.

CALEB had a sharp battle with Jem Jones, a sweep,

upon Wimbledon Common, for a guinea a-side ; but it

appeared that the Sweep would have been more pro

fitably employed, had he have continued follow
•
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ing his occupation in crying, " SWEEP, SOOT, HO !"

than in encountering the potent fists of CALEB, to

whom he surrendered

The veteran Tom Johnson, valuing the qualities of

CALEB, backed him for ten guineas against Arthur

Smith, a gipsey. This contest was decided near the

Plough, Kelsey Green. It was a good battle ; but the

Gipsey had not only to return to his tribe with severe

marks ofpunishment, but was also defeated.

Jerry Matthews, a pugilist of some note, and who

had acquired considerable fame in contending against

Mendoza for two hours, challenged CALEB for ten

guineas. This contest was decided in Hyde Park.

PoorJerry was completely distanced and confounded ;

CALEB punished him so severely in the course offifteen

minutes, that Jerry, quite panic-struck, bolted out of

the ring with all convenient speed, to the no small

astonishment of the spectators, who expected quite a

different termination.

CALEB fought a glass-blower, of the name of Bill

Burke, on Beekley Heath, for ten guineas. It was a

well-contested battle ; but, in the event, the Glass

blower lost his wind, and acknowledged the superiority

ofCALEB's bellows.

A most desperate turn-up took place in Peter-street,

Westminster, between one Wadhams, a grenadier, (six

feet high, well proportioned, plenty of pluck, and

gifted with prodigious strength,) and CALEB BALD

WIN. The Grenadier charged upon his enemy with

uncommon fury, and it required no small fortitude to

withstand the impetuosity of the shock ; but CALEB,

never afraid, notwithstanding the great difference of

VOL. I. 2 U
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size and weight between him and his opponent, relied

upon his judgment to get rid of this glutton. The

science of CALEB at length prevailed, and he so

punished the nob of the Grenadier, that he could not

put on his cap ; but the soldier was so determined

upon beating his opponent, that he did not cry out

ENOUGH, till he was totally blind.

CALEB entered the lists with Bob Packer, on Houn

slow Heath, for twenty guineas. This was a well

contested battle throughout ; and it was not till after

forty-five minutes had elapsed of most severe fighting

that Packer gave in.

A Coal-whipper, weighing fourteen stone, in Pye

street, Westminster, threatened, upon a trifling dif

ference of opinion , to give CALEB a hiding ; but the

CHAMPION of that quarter was not thus to be

frightened out of his title. CALEB's bottom was of

too staunch a quality to put up with an affront pusil

lanimously, and he, without further hesitation, peeled,

when a regular set-to commenced . It required all the

game CALEB was master of, as well as science, to con

tend against the Coal-whipper, who displayed great

courage andgluttony. The latter endeavoured to dis

pose of BALDWIN by sheer strength, and contended

for an hour, although punished dreadfully, and hurt

from severe falls. It was one of the most desperate

street-fights ever witnessed : and had it not have been

for the superior science manifested by CALEB, he must

ave been crushed, from the ponderous efforts of his

opponent.

One Jones and BALDWIN had a turn-up also in Pye

street, which continued for three quarters of an hour.

Io7

(x
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The combatants were nearly upon an equality, Jones

being five feet eight inches, not destitute of bottom,

and with pretensions to the pugilistic art. It was a

good fight, and some alternate turns of success were

experienced ; but the superiority of CALEB, for the

last ten minutes, was evident, and Jones was satisfied

that he was conquered.

1

On December 22, 1800, one Keuy, an Irishman,

fought CALEB, at Wimbledon, for twenty guineas

a-side. The battle was decided in a quarter ofanhour ;

during which short time, twelve rounds were most

sharply contested, and CALEB showed himself off in a

superior style, by punishing his opponent severely.

3714

Upon the same stage on which Belcher and Berks

fought, at Hurley-bottom, on November 25, 1801 ,

CALEB fought Lee, a butcher. The battle lasted for

nearly half an hour, and was well contested by both

the combatants- skill nor bottom was not wanting on

1

16 TA

either side ; and it was not till about the seventeenth

round that it was decidedly in favour of BALDWIN,

who proved the conqueror.

O'Donnel, a pugilist of considerable repute, was

matched against CALEB, for a purse of fifty pounds,

and which was decided upon Wimbledon Common,

October 21 , 1803. The odds were considerably in

favour of BALDWIN.

1

First round. Upon stripping, it was thought by some ofthe

best informed of the Fancy, that, notwithstanding O'Donnel

had proved successful in severe battles, yet he appeared some

what impressed with the superiority of his opponent's acquire

ments; however, after some little sparring, he put in the first

hit; which was sharply returned by Caleb, and who, in closing

shortly afterwards, threw O'Donnel. }

Second. The shyness of O'Donnel was immediately visible,
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and Caleb, who is always awake to what is going on in these

matters, endeavoured to convince O'Donnel that his fears were

too well grounded, by sticking to him very close, and putting

in some severe blows ; but O'Donnel, from his knowledge of

the science , warded off most oftheir serious effects : excepting

levelled him.

a severe body-blow, wh of
theirse

pr

Third. O'Donnel was up to his time; but he was in no

condition to face his opponent ; and Caleb, like a skilful

general, endeavoured to improve upon so favourable an oppor

tunity of making his conquest sure, and punished O'Donnel

most severely, who could not get awayfrom Caleb. In closing,

O'Donnel went down. Four to one on Baldwin.

TOFourth. O'Donnel, rather recovered, began to exhibit a

little gaiety, and his friends entertained hopes of a successful

change, by themanly manner in which he contested this round.

Caleb received several severe blows from him, one of which

cut his right-eye, and, at the termination of the round, was

thrown for the first time.
12-

Fifth. O'Donnel had the worst side, fromthe strong effects

of the sun upon his face, and, with a deal of ingenuity, tried to
manœuvrethethe Veteran out of his position ; but Calebwas too

good a judge. Several hard blows were exchanged, and one

of them levelled Baldwin. The Paddies were now all in high

spirits, and they flattered themselves their Champion would

once more come through the piece, and began to bet a little.

Sixth.-O'Donnel now felt somewhat more confident, and

went in to his man full of gaiety ; but Caleb welcomed him

with some prime salutes-O'Donnel, notwithstanding, put in

such a tremendous hit, that made Caleb reel again ; but who,

on recovering the shock, with more temerity than judgment,

dashed in, and knocked down O'Donnel.

です1609

rience

Seventh. O'Donnel, full ofpluck, displayed some excellent

science; and Caleb was not behindhand in showing his expescience
;

abilities
;

O'Donnel had so far gained upon his

friends, that the betting was nearly even. Caleb, on the look

out, perceived an opening, and put in a tremendous hit upon

the kidneys of his opponent, that made him grin " a horrid

ghastly smile !" and seemed nearly to deprive him of his fa

culties, and, in closing, Caleb threw O'Donnel with great ease.

Eighth and last.-O'Donnel came to his time ; but evidently

under symptoms of great pain , and could scarcely stand up

right ; while, on the contrary, Caleb, full of gaiety, showed

off his powers in good style, and punished his opponent almost
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as he pleased ; and, by way of a finisher to the contest, gave

O'Donnel a severe cross-buttock ; who immediately gave in!

In the above contest, CALEB distinguished himself

considerably ; and in conquering O'Donnel raised his

character as a pugilist.

CALEB now entered the lists with Dutch Sam, at

Woodford Green, near Hornsey, on August 7, 1804.

It was a battle that had long excited considerable at

tention in the sporting world, from the great celebrity

the combatants. CALEB had for his second the

veteran George Maddox, and Paddington Jones for his

bottle-holder ; and Dutch Sam was attended by Bill

Wood and Puss. Upon stripping, the odds were in

favour ofCALEB BALDWIN.

First round.The spectators were extremely anxious to

witness on which side the first advantage appeared great ex

pectations were placed upon Caleb, whose experience, well

known bottom, and scientific accomplishments rendered him

a finished pugilist ; and Dutch Sam was an object of con

siderable attraction among the Fancy in general ; after some

displays of the art, Sam made a hit, which did not tell ; but

Caleb, eager for the fray, returned the compliment extremely

sharp, and put in a desperate facer, that levelled his opponent.

Three to one in favour of Caleb.

*
Second. Sam felt impressed that he had a trump to deal

against, and appeared rather shy of Caleb ; when the latter,

full of spunk, and knowing there was no time to lose, when

a favourable opportunity offered , punished away both right and

left, treating Sam with a prime taste of his milling qualities,

that levelled him once more with his mother earth.

Third. Sam displayed a little more confidence, and put in

some hits; but the superiority of CALEB was now manifest,

who dealt out punishment so severely upon his opponent's

frame, that, upon the termination of this round, Sam positively

declared to his second, he was beaten, and must GIVE IN : but

Bill Wood smothered the sound, and brought himforward again

toface his man ! F 'f

The fourth, fifth, and sixth rounds were all in favour of
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Caleb, and Sam was so perfectly convinced in his own mind

it was against him, that he declared once more to his second

he could fight no longer ; when Bill Wood clapped a hand

kerchiefupon his mouth, and would not let him speak, and as

sisted by Puss, they again brought him up to renew the contest !

which was continued with uncommon severity and both bleed

ing profusely, till the

Ninth. When, after the exchange of some good blows,

Caleb put in a tremendous hit on Sam's temple, that brought

him down instantly: and Sam appeared considerably depressed

from its effects, and till the

Thirteenth.The superiority of Caleb was manifest to all

the spectators ; and with the experience of a veteran pugilist,

endeavoured to improve every favourable turn that presented

itself. Caleb displayed good science, and Sam considerable

talent ; and the judgment and bottom exhibited on both sides

were of the first quality-stopping dexterously, and returning

sharply were often discernible in both the combatants, till the

Twentieth.--When Caleb for the first time began to show

some slight symptoms of fatigue ; and Sam seemed rather to

be gaining ground, till the

Twenty-third. When the Champion of Westminster was

considered something on the decline, and although he put in

several blows, they were not of any serious effect ; while, on

the contrary, Sam appeared to increase in gaiety, and dealt

out his hard blows with considerable success, till the

Twenty-sixth. When the decision of the battle was nearly

left to the effect of chance, as both the combatants were so

completely exhausted as not to be able to stand up
at the ap

pointed time- and in this precarious state of things, if any

proper criterion could have been established to form a judg

ment, which was the most likely of the two to prove the

conqueror, it was Sam, whose exterior did not appear quite

so much disfigured as his opponent ; and it ought not to be

passed over here without honourable mention , that Sam's con

duct was highly praiseworthy, and his humanity conspicuous,

in noblydisdaining to hit his brave adversary, who was already

stunned from a severe blow of his left hand, and nearly in the

act of falling, when Sam, instead of following up the advan

tage with his right, with a manly feeling made no use of it.

Thirty-seventh.-For the last ten rounds, Caleb was much

distressed, and that true game which had been so much dis

tinguished in all his other battles, here, if possible, showed
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itselfgreater than ever. From his exhausted state, the blows

of Caleb, although well meant, lost their effect. And it was

with the greatest reluctance that his brave heart acknowledged

that he was conquered, who had so long, and so often been

accustomed to the shouts ofvictory.

Sam, in proving the victor, had not much to boast

of; and who was so severely punished, that he could

not have lasted much longer : and so strongly was he

impressed with the valour and hardihood of CALEB,

(who was by no means in good condition, from bad

health, at the time he fought,) that, upon beingmatched

to fight in the ensuing September, at the particular

challenge of BALDWIN, for twenty guineas, Sam for

feited his deposit and declined .
!

CALEB entered the lists with BILLRYAN, on Black

heath, August 6, 1805. This contest had been a long

time in agitation, and a good fight expected. Ryan

was the son ofthe celebrated pugilist of that name,

and who had acquired considerable reputation as a

good boxer, and the amateurs in general flattered

themselves with a grand display of the science. CALEB

had for his second the Game Chicken; and Padding

ton Jones performed that office for Ryan. The odds

were rather in favour of CALEB.

First round. Considerable science was displayed between

the combatants, and every manoeuvre was tried for the first

advantage, when Caleb put in right and left, and closing, they
both fell.

Second. Caleb, full of spirit, put in a good blow, and du

ring the act of closing, Ryan gave his opponent a severe

facer, when they both went down.

Third. Caleb showed himself well versed in the art, and

put in some severe body blows with considerable neatness ;

when Ryan, quite impetuous, rushed in and threw his opponent.

1

J Fourth.-Caleb, full of gaiety, and taking the advantage of

an opening, gave his adversary a severe blow over the eye,

which soon puffed it up, and put it into mourning-some good
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blows were exchanged between the combatants, but Caleb

took the lead, and finished the round in style, by making Ryan

perform a somerset against his will.

Fifth. Pelting away on both sides, and firmness was the

order of the day ; but Caleb was the most prominent in the

scene ; and in closing , fell uppermost.

Tenth.--During the last four rounds, Caleb was the hero

ofthe tale, and it was difficult which to admire the most, the

science he displayed, or the courage he exhibited ; and proved

himselfperfectly entitled to the term ofa thorough-bredboxer.

i.. Eleventh. Caleb went in with great celerity , and treated

the spectators with another pantomimical touch, by making

his opponent display another somerset.

i
Twelfth.-Reflection manifested on both sides, and some

good sparring witnessed : Ryan having felt the severe effects

of Caleb's powers, appeared rather shy, which Caleb observ.

ing, as ifto increase his terrors, put in a dreadful hit upon his

nob that levelled him in a twinkling.

Thirteenth. Caleb , elated with his success, repeated the

blow with increased advantage, and Ryan fell from its great

severity. Five to one on Caleb.
1

Fourteenth Caleb still keeping the superiority.

Fifteenth.-Ryan did not much like his opponent, and was

rather shy upon setting-to ; but, rising superior to anything

like despondency, he made a good rally, and brought the old

adage to the mind ofthe spectator, that a battle is never won,

till it is lost ! and put in some good hits. It was thought that

a little falling off appeared about Caleb : he had been uncom

monly active, and seemed to feel the effects of his efforts.

Sixteenth.-Ryan, a little renovated, became an object of

attraction in turn, and endeavoured to show that he was now14.
the strongest

man gave convincing
proofs of it, till theand

Twenty-first. When Ryan, although much exhausted,

portrayed the most gaiety, and showed that he still possessed

strength enough to throw his opponent. M

Twenty-second.-Caleb, like a hero of the first stamp,

who, upon finding the citadel in danger, summoned all his

courage to prevent demolition ; but he had to contend against

a more powerful opponent than his daring adversary. Nature

was on the decline, and he was compelled to substitute spirit

for STAMINA-1-the science of CALEB was still the same, but

the strength of BALDWIN was going, if not almost extinct ;

yet he, nevertheless, put in some well-meant blows, but they
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were of no effect ; and Ryan not only punished but levelled
the brave veteran.

Twenty-sixth. Caleb, still game, came again to the scratch,

but while falling, from exhaustion, his opponent struck him.

"Foul, foul," was vociferated, and, sans cérémonie, the ring was

instantly broken. It is utterly impossible to detail any thing

like the arguments that were made use of to convince cach

other of their opinions being grounded in error--Babel could

not have been worse ; and how it would have terminated, it is

difficult to conjecture, had not the dragoons, at this precise

juncture, interfered and closed the debates.

The battle was decided as drawn-and both the com

batants, if they gained nothing else, retired with the

receipt of plenty of hard blows, after half an hour's

complete milling.

CALEB has long been an interesting and attractive

object in the Fancy, and a public character in the

Metropolis, as one of the most lively of the race of

costard-mongers. As a pugilist, CALEB stands high

upon the roll of fame : and

His pugilistic deeds have rank'd him with the great !
#

Though not the proud and elevated Champion ofEng

land, yet let it be remembered that he retained for

many many years the title of unconquered champion of

his native soil , WESTMINSTER. His courage has never

been doubted ; his pretensions to the science never ques

tioned ; and throughout the whole of his very extensive

practice universally admitted a sound pugilist, possess

ing an integrity unimpeachable.

Either for a turn-up, a fight in the ring, or set-to upon

the stage, CALEB is perfectly at home! and never shy

in sporting his canvass, when the necessity of the case

demands an appeal for decision. For his weight, few

harder hitters are to be found ; and some of his pupils

VOL. I. 2 x
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have turned out to be milling coves of first-rate pre

tensions. Also in his dominions considerable allegiance

is paid by the natives to their avowed and admired

CHAMPION ; and whose opinion in matters of sport

commands great attention and deference : to which

place all sorts of the Fanciers resort to witness the

exhibition ofsome ofthe primest of the OLD ENGLISH

SPORTS, and to partake of a bit oflife!

B

1

-TothillDowns has long been a favourite spot for rich

scenes, and where the game donnok is frequently baited

with all its rich accompaniments ; the badger drawed

in prime style-- and where neddies, after the manner

of Chilibi, leave their unsophisticated riders behind

them. Tykes, sported by their elegant proprietors,

boasting oftheir pedigree, equal to a race-horse. On

these Downs many a novice has stripped to show fight,

who has soon been matured into a good boxer. The

groups ofcharacters, assembled here at times, are some

ofNature's rarest moulds-fromthe bit ofblood, down

to the flash kid : and, in short, it only requires a peep

into those dominions, to prove that one half of the

world is ignorant how the other half lives!

2

CALEB, although perhaps not so conversant in high

Kent as the late celebrated Bamfylde Moore Carew, or

flash Parker, yet he is down as a hammer to the slum of

the modern Greeks -and who has an undisputed claim

to the title of an-ORIGINAL. In private life he is a

civil well-behaved man ; remarkably inoffensive ; and

notwithstanding he possesses all the qualities of a dis

tinguished pugilist, no man is more attentive or indus

trious to obtain a livelihood by his calling, than the

veteran Champion ofWestminster, CALEB BALDWIN.
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CELEBRATED PUGILISTS

Jai

SINCE THE DAYS OF THE RENOWNED

CHAMPION, JAMES BELCHER,

I'll read you matter, deep and dangerous,

As full of peril and advent'rous spirit,

As to o'erwalk a current, roaring loud,

On the unsteadfast footing of a spear.

JACK O'DONNEL.

Thumps follow thumps, and blows succeeding blows,

Swell the black eye, and crush the bleeding nose ;

Beneath the pond'rous fist the jaw-bone cracks ,

And the cheeks ring with their redoubled thwacks !

h

B

O'DONNEL was a native of Ireland, but, it seems, he

left the sod at a very early period of his life, in quest

offame, and was not long in finding his way to the long

town,(London, ) entertaining a tolerably sound opinion,

that ifan individual is to obtain notoriety in any science

whatever, it is in the Metropolis,where it will be quickly

discerned, and his friends augment in proportion as he

advances towards perfection. O'DONNEL was not de

ceived in this respect, and upon portraying some pre

tensions to the gymnastic art, several patrons stepped

forward, and placed him under the tuition of an emi

nent boxer. He improved so fast in the science as to
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stamp him a pugilist of considerable rank, and also to

raise him in the eyes of his countrymen as their future

Champion, reminding them of their proud days, when

PETER CORCORAN flourished in all his greatness. At

the age of eighteen, O'DONNEL was matched against

Pardo Wilson, (related tothe family ofthe BELCHERS, )

for twentyguineas a-side, to fight atWormwood Scrubs,

on October 26, 1802. Pardo Wilson was a pugilist of

some experience, and displayed considerable science

throughout the fight ; but, after ten rounds of hard

fighting, during which O'DONNEL evinced great supe

riority ofskill and strength, Wilson surrendered, com

pletely exhausted. The Paddies were so elated that

they carried their hero off in triumph.

In about three weeks after the above contest, O'DON

NEL entered the lists with one Smith, a boot-closer, at

Wormwood Scrubs, on November 15, 1802 , for twenty

guineas. This was not only a sharp but scientific con

flict, and O'DONNEL raised himself considerably in the

estimation of the sporting world, by the talents and

bottom he displayed throughout forty-eight rounds,

occupying one hour and twenty minutes. O'DONNEL

was borne off amidst the smiles of victory, and the

praises of his countrymen.

O'DONNEL was to have fought one Henigan, on

January 18, 1803 ; but, upon the night previous, they

were both bound over to keep the peace.

O'DONNEL was matched against Caleb Baldwin,

(see p. 307,) but being defeated—MARK THE DIFFE

RENCE !!!-No smiles! no shouts! no shoulders offered

to support the drooping hero! but he was placed in a

1
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hackney coach, to groan and reflect upon the reverse

offortune ! Any further comment is unnecessary!!!

O'DONNEL Contended with Tom Belcher for a sub

scription-purse oftwenty guineas, at Shepperton Com

mon, Surrey, on April 27, 1805, but was compelled to

surrender to the superiority ofthat distinguished hero.

O'DONNEL (who had been defeated by one Emery, a

man much stronger, taller, and heavier by one stone,

than himself, when in abad state ofhealth) now entered

the lists with Emery, at Hodgsdon Green, near the Six

Bridges ofthe Paddington Canal. O'DONNEL had for

hissecond, Tom Blake, and his bottle-holder, BillRyan;

and Emery was attended by Tom Jones and White. It

was for fifty guineas, and took place on December 5,

1805. This was a contest of strength against skill, and,

for the first part of the battle, strength prevailed ; but

when that quality lost its force, science appeared with

double advantage in acting on the defensive, and, at

the same time, putting in the most tremendous punish

ment. At the expiration of forty-nine minutes, Emery

was so completely served-out that he could scarcely

stand, acknowledging he was beaten.

O'DONNEL fought a novice, at Wilsdon Green, on

June 3, 1806, of the name of Wasdale, a Spitalfields

Weaver, for twenty guineas. Wasdale had milled se

veral of his neighbours, and, from his size and weight,

having created considerable terrors, he flattered him

selfhe had some pretensions to pugilism, and was weak

enough to risk twentyguineas against so accomplisheda

pugilist as O'DONNEL. The Weaver was completely in

the basket, and never was any attempt so wretched ;

O'DONNEL milled him in all directions, and perfectly

VOL. I. 2Y
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convinced Wasdale how much he had deceived himself

when he imagined he could fight. The odds were

twenty to one on O'DONNEL, after three rounds.

O'DONNEL had been engaged in several other con

tests, and was looked upon as an elegant fighter. He

ranked as a pugilist of considerable pretensions, receiv

ed great encouragement, and might have insured many

friends, had not his laurels been blighted, by the des

picableness of his conduct, in taking possession ofwhat

was not his own! However painful it is to state, it be

comes our duty not to withhold the truth, when it may

operate as an example, tending to benefit and deter

others from falling into the same error :

The purest treasure mortal times afford

Is spotless reputation : that away,

Men are but gilded loam or painted clay.

1

J

JOE BERKS, otherwise BURKE,

Was renderedan object ofconsiderable notoriety in the

sportingworld, from his daring conflicts with Jem Bel

cher, and his tremendous battles withthe Game Chicken.

Althoughvictory stood alooffrom his brave endeavours,

yet it must be allowed that BERKS was a boxer ofex

traordinary fortitude, and displayed game upon
on the

above trying occasions almost unequalled. It is diffi

cult to ascertain (in the pugilistic phrase) whether he

was the greatest ruffian or glutton; but such an union

ofthose powerful qualities were scarcely ever observed

in one man:-IMPETUOSITY was his forte ; science he

smiled at, although he fell so often from its decisive ef

fects ; and, throughout all his battles, he was DESPERA

४२ Lov
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TION itself! BERKs undoubtedly wasoneofthe mosttre

mendous boxers in the whole race of modern pugilists,

and who required no trifling punisher to make him cry

out-enough! Notwithstanding the dreadful millings

he received from Belcher, the Chicken, and Gregson,

the quickness of his recovery was astonishing, portraye

ing the hardihood of his nature, and the excellence of

his constitution ; in short, to sum up his pretensions

to pugilism, it is but common justice to state, that

BERKS, though he could not claim eminence as a

scientific boxer, yet he stood as high as any of them

upon the list, in point of bravery.

BERKS was a native of Shropshire, born at a place

called Wem, of Irish descent, extremely well made,

and of muscular appearance, not far off of six feet in

height, and in weight about thirteen stone. Thesevere

cut across his nose (which is observed in the likeness

we have given of him, and the only one that was ever

taken) he received in one of his battles with Belcher.

BERKS, whether from his numerous defeats, or con

ceiving himself neglected, we cannot ascertain : how

éver, unfortunately for himselfand character, he devi

ated from that path of rectitude which no man ought

to lose sight of in every station of life, or even labour

ing under the greatest extremity, but should endea

vour to make INTEGRITY conquer difficulties !

'Tis GOLD

Which buys admittance, oft it doth, vea makes

- Diana's rangers false themselves, and yield up

Their deer to th ' stand o' th' stealer: and tis gold

Which makes the true man kill'd, and saves the thief ;

Nay, sometimes hangs both thief and true man ; what

Can it not Do, and UNDO ? BA
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Through the great exertions and humanity ofMr.

Jackson to alleviate the sufferings of a fellow-creature

in distress, we understand, BERKS was liberated from

his unhappy state, and obtained the situation ofa non

commissioned officer in one of his Majesty's regiments

on foreign service.
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DUTCH SAM..

Ars
The primest BoxXER on the list

And hardest hitter with the fist ;

The knowingest Cove for a mill?

Stored withflash, and stock'd with skill,

For stopping, hitting, down tofib

Not inferior to mighty CRIBB

Bold and humane throughout the fight,

Judging his distances ever right ;

A pugilist that's firm and tough,

Who ne'er cried out, Hold !-ENOUGH -

22

¿

11

1 #

**
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His wantofheight and weight preclude him from ob

taining theelevated title ofCHAMPION-but his preten

sions to pugilism, in every other point of view, render

him, by comparison, one ofthe best fighting men in

the kingdom. In the pugilistic world he is viewed as a

phenomenon, and it is the opinion ofthe Fancy, that,

since the days of Jem Belcher, few men have put in

such strong claims to excellence in boxing as DUTCH

SAM, whose knowledge ofthe science is generally ad

mitted complete, and his style of fighting, in many in

stances, perfectly original.

1

It appears that SAM was first noticed by Harry Lee,
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and, under his auspices, from the following circum

stance, he was introduced into the circle of Boxers:

Lee, on his return home from Enfield, on the day that

Belcher and Burke were to have fought, (October 12,

1801 , ) witnessed SAM fighting with a man bythe road

side, very much his superior as to size and weight, and,

from the excellence which he displayed in that contest,

Lee distinguished those peculiar traits in the youthful

tyro which have since proved hisjudgment correct, and,

matured by time and practice, placed SAMas a first-rate

boxer, and stamped him a complete pugilistic HERO.

SAM is in height about five feet six inches and a half,

weighing only nine stone four pounds, (never exceed

ing eight,) and rather of a robust make ; and who has,

notwithstanding, vanquished some of the best ten and

twelve stone bruisers in the country.

Possessing a sharp and penetrating eye, he watches

the movements of his opponents with considerable accu

racy, and his potent arm is ever ready to second so in

valuable a director . In general , his distances areexcel

lently well judged, rendering his blows powerful and

effective ; and it is thought that few boxers throw less

hits away than DUTCH SAM ; and though manifesting

great ingenuity in avoiding the blows of his adversary,

his facility in giving most severe punishment, in the

return, is truly prominent. Ever on the wing, he as

sumes, as the necessity of the moment requires, either

an offensive or defensive position with much adroitness.

As a hard hitter, we except no pugilist whatever

Gulley never struck with more force, or Cribb with

greater ponderosity than SAM, whose blows are truly

dreadful to encounter ; and it has been the public-ex
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Cpressed opinion of one of the most experienced and

scientific pugilists in England, that he would be a com,

plete match for the mighty Cribb, provided they were

only to strike blow for blow. Cropley, who has entered

the lists with Tom Belcher and DUTCH SAM, has since

declared, that hewouldsooner receive HALFAN HOUR'S

milling from the former, than FIVE MINUTES ' punish

ment from the latter boxer.

-00

Among his own persuasion (the Jews)he is an object

of great notoriety, and no money is ever wanting to

back him upon any pugilistic occasion, his INTEGRITY

having been proved of the first quality :

-L.

7778d

$

Good name in man or woman

Is the immediate jewel of their souls :

Who steals my purse steals trash, 'tis something, nothing;

'Twas mine, ' tis his, and has been slave to thousands;

But he that filches from me my good name,

Robs me of that which not enriches him,

And makes me poor indeed!

in

456

We have been credibly informed that SAM was once

tampered with by the offer of A THOUSAND POUNDs to

lose a battle, on which great sums had been betted ;

but he spurned such a base attempt to degrade his

character with becoming spirit and indignation ; and

thereby preserved an unsullied reputation.

No pugilist appears, to time his fights with so much

solid judgment as SAM; in fact, he almost reduces his

conquests to a certainty, by weighing them well in his

mind, that ifthe pending battle in which he may be

engaged does not appear quite clear to him , he is off,

and forfeits his deposit., and nnds pit bibier 19565)

NATURE has done wonders forhim respecting a most
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excellent constitution ; but to such a fine requisite he

pays no attention whatever towards its preservation

training to SAM is but of little use, as his existence

might be endangered from indigestion, if the coats of

hisstomach were not well diluted with copious libations

ofDeady's brilliant fluid ; and which must be procured

for him at all events, either directly, or under the rose .

Those who know him best, would feel no hesitation

whatever in (if not give a preference to) matching him

at a day's notice, instead of a month's training !

Regarding his mental acquirements, SAM is flash to

the very ECHO ; and, it is thought, that no individual

could portray in richer colours the adventures of a

CABBEROOSE than the character in question , and who,

in the slang chronicles, would be denominated a GAM

MONER ofthe first brilliancy ; down to all the tricks of

life, and not to be had upon any suit whatever !

SAM's first regular set-to was with the veteran Caleb

Baldwin, see page 309.

SAM entered the lists with Britton, a Bristol hero,

(a pugilist ofno mean pretensions, and who had fought

Jem Belcher for halfanhourwhenJem wasin his prime,)

on April 27, 1805, at Shepperton Common, Surrey. It

was a well-contested battle-and, after considerable

game and science being displayed on both sides, during

thirty rounds, SAM was declared the conqueror...

SAM was, at length, matched to fight with Tom Bel

cher, for one hundred guineas, on February 8, 1806, at

Moulsey Hurst, in a roped ring. Gulley seconded

Tom Belcher, and Dick Whale was, his bottle-holder ;

and the attendants upon DUTCH SAM Were Mendoza

IT

B 11
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and Tom Blake. Bets were extremely flush, but no

odds offered .

Firstround.- Great expectations were formed ofa complete

display ofthe science, and the eyes of every spectator were on

the alert, in viewing the attempts of his favourite hero- Sam

threw out a lure ; but Tom was not to be had, and made a

good hit, which was quickly returned by the Jew; and Bel

cher, in endeavouring not to be behind hand, lost his equili

brium in putting in a blow, and fell .

Second.-Belcher, extremely active, and with good effect,

hit his opponent right,and left- Sam slightly returned, when

they closed and fell.

Third. Sam tried to punish Tom's ribs ; but Belcher's guard

was too secure, and gave him a good hit for his intention ; they

closed and fell. Five to four on Belcher. 1

Fourth. In this round Tomproved himself to be a first-rate

pugilist, his science was truly eminent , and he appeared the

most prominent hero ofthe two ; notwithstanding Sam's ral

lying, he warded off his strength with great dexterity, andpu

nished away with his right hand ; but Sam, by dint ofstamina,

threw his opponent.

Fifth. Ofno importance.

-
Sixth. Both the combatants intent upon losing no time,

and several severe blows were exchanged, but in favour of

Tom, who stopped the desperate hits of his antagonist with

singular adroitness.

Seventh. Tom, in a rally, made his opponent's head rattle

again ; but Sam received the shock undaunted, and hit Belcher

onthe eye ; in closing they both went down.

-
Eighth. Both pelting away, when Belcher threw Sam.

Two to one on Tom.

Ninth .-Belcher some little the worse for his exertions,

which Sam perceiving, ran in, and knocked him down.

Tenth. Belcher tried to punish his opponent's nob ; but

without effect, and fell through exhaustion , after Sam had

rallied. The odds now shifted, and seven to four were offered

upon Sam.

Eleventh. Hitting and stopping on both sides dexterously

managed ; and in closing, Sam fell uppermost.

Twelfth.-Belcher made the best ofhimself, and showed off

६
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rather gay ; but his blows were without effect, and he fell, to

all appearance, much enfeebled. Two to one on Sam.

Thirteenth.-Tom, somewhat recovered, made his oppo

nent's head feel the effects of it, which rendered him so shy,

that Belcher went in, and without difficulty threw him.

Fourteenth and fifteenth.--Belcher was again looked upto,

and Sam still shy. Even betting.

Sixteenth.--Sam, impetuous, endeavoured to serve Tom

out, and followed him round the ring ; but Belcher paid him

for his temerity.

Seventeenth.--The science displayed by Tom in this round

was truly excellent-his distances well judged, and his blows

told. Odds six to five on Belcher.

Twenty-fourth.- In the last six rounds, Belcher took the

lead-but both the combatants were on the decline, and

though several hits were exchanged, they were not effective.

Twenty-fifth .-Belcher, although weak, appeared so for

midable inthe eyes of his opponent, that Sam did not like to

meet him.

Twenty-sixth.-Belcher, without hesitation, put in a good

facer, and concluded the round by throwing Sam . Tom the

favourite, and the odds laid upon him.

Twenty-ninth. In the last two rounds, Belcher continued

to exert himself in the best manner; but still he betrayed

great weakness.

As far as science could protract, and bottom render it

assistance, they were manifested by TomBelcher in the

abovecontest, who continued fighting till the FIFTY -SE

VENTH round, when Nature so completely forsook him

that he was compelled, though reluctantly, to give in.

The friends of Belcher were not satisfied as to the re

sult ofthe above battle, and Tom was backed for two

hundred guineas to fight DUTCH SAM, on July 28, 1807,

at Moulsey Hurst, in a twenty-eight feet roped ring.

SAM had for his second, Mendoza, and Bitton for his

bottle-holder ; and Belcher was attended by Bill Warr

and Watson.

VOL. I. 2 z
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First round. Eager to commence offensive operations, Sam

attempted to plant a severe blow on his opponent's ribs ; but

failed, when Tom nobbed him with two terrible hits, and got

away :-science now made its appearance for a short period,

when Sam rallied , and , in closing, he fell uppermost.

-

Second. Samincorrect in his distance, but, notwithstanding,

put in a severe right-handed blow on Tom's loins, which Bel

cher returned by a tremendous facer-some sparring now took

place, when Sam put in so severe a blow upon his adversary's

neck, that brought him down.

Third. Sam firm and confident, and Belcher equally game,

both pelting away, and good judgment displayed on both

sides ; in closing, Belcher was thrown .

Fourth. Both the faces of the combatants betrayed visible

alteration-Belcher's nose bled copiously ; and Sam's eye was

much swelled. Belcher put in a hard facer, and Sam, in

closing, threw his adversary with great violence.

Fifth . A better round was never witnessed in any fight

whatever-science, activity, and bottom, were all upon the alert

-Sam made a rally, and many good hits were exchanged,

when they closed ; but, on disengaging themselves, Tom ral

lied, who, nevertheless , had the worst of it, and went down

from a slight blow from his opponent. Five to four on Sam.

----
Sixth. Both on their mettle, and good hits exchanged.

Belcher stopped some severe blows ; but fell rather weak.

Six to four on Sam.

Seventh. Rather an irregular round ; but, in closing, Sam

threw Belcher on his head.

Eighth. Of no note.

Ninth.-Belcher planted two severe hits, right and left, in

his antagonist's face, and threw Sam most desperately.

Tenth. Sam, in return, after putting a heavy blow in the

body, threw Tom.

Eleventh.-Belcher stopped his antagonist's hits with great

science ; and, in closing, Sam went down.

Twelfth.-Belcher onthe look-out, anxiously endeavouring

to save himself ; but Sam followed him, and brought him

down.

Thirteenth.- Tomstopped two blows with great neatness,

and returned a most desperate hit ; the effects of which Sam

felt severely, and soon after fell, much exhausted.
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Fourteenth.- Sam's eyes were now in mourning, and Tom's

left side showed the marks of his antagonist's fist, upon which

place Sam put in a severe blow, when they closed, and Sam

went to the ground.

Fifteenth. Extremely irregular- retreating, hugging, &c .

Tom fell, from weakness. Seven to four on Sam.

Sixteenth .- Rallying on both sides, and several severe hits

were exchanged ; in closing, Belcher threw his opponent.

Nineteenth. Hard fighting, and both ofthe combatants,

trying for superiority at arm's length, fell from each other's

blows.

Twentieth.-Sam put in a blow on his opponent's nose ;

but, in closing, Sam went down .

Twenty-first. The conflict was now desperate ; hitting

and stopping without delay ; but rather in favour ofSam.

Twenty-sixth. Belcher, full of courage, showed himself

master of the science, by his dexterity in stopping, and re

turning with severity.

Twenty-seventh.- Belcher on the decline ; and his friends

not sanguine ; Sam hit him three desperate blows on his

already punished side ; but Tom, notwithstanding, threw his

opponent.

Twenty-eighth.-Belcher fell from the severe hits hereceived

upon his head. Three to one upon Sam.

Twenty-ninth. The science of Belcher was still prominent ;

but he wanted strength to render it effective, and was thrown,

Thirtieth .- Sam's eyes were nearly darkened ; but he was

still gay, and, in rallying, knocked Tom down. Four to one

upon Sam.

Thirty-first.-Tom now convinced the spectators that he

was not only entitled to the character of a scientific , but a

game pugilist- his courage was truly admirable ; but the

chance was positively against him, and Sam was no stranger

to the circumstance.

Thirty-second . Belcher, in rallying, fell from weakness.

Thirty-third.-Tom's exhausted appearance was visible ;

but his brave heart, still anxious to contend, although Nature

refused to second his efforts-his blows were of no effect, and

he fell from complete inability to proceed.

Thirty-fourth, and last round- Which terminated in a man.
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ner quite unexpected --Tom, in making a hit at his opponent,

fell upon his knees ; and Sam in returning struck him-upon

which the cries of " foul" were immediately heard. It was a

sort ofstraw to catch hold of, and advantage was taken ofthe

circumstance. The umpires, in giving their opinion, were in

opposition to each other, and it was some difficulty to get that

point settled to the satisfaction of all parties ; it was then de

cided in favour of Sam, subject to future consideration. After

considerable arguments at various meetings, and PRECEDENTS

resorted to, upon similar occasions, it was finally decided as a

drawn battle, and that a THIRD appeal should be made, which

took place

On Friday, August 21 , 1807, on Lowfield Common,

near Crawley, in Sussex, in a thirty-feet roped ring,

and that the following article of Broughton's rules was

to be decisive :

7. That no person is to hit his adversary when down, or seize

him bythe ham, the breeches, or any part below the waist :

a man on his knees to be reckoned down.

DUTCH SAM was seconded by Mendoza, and Bitton

was his bottle-holder ; and Tom Belcher was attended

by Gulley and Ward.

First round-Considerable anxiety was manifested upon the

combatants setting-to, and the interested spectators were much

agitated with hopes and fears, upon the decision of this THIRD

contest between two such distinguished pugilists :---Sam made

a feint with his left hand, and endeavoured with his right to hit

Tom's ribs ; but they were stopped, and Belcher returned

feebly with his left hand, and , in closing, Sam was underneath.

Second.--Sam going in to rally, Tom hit him right and left,

and likewise stopped two blows. In closing, Belcher was

thrown. Betting now commenced-Five to two on Sam.

Third . Sam extremely cautious till he had got his proper

distance, when, after making a left-handed feint, he put in a

terrible blow under Belcher's left eye, that brought the claret

out in abundance, and its effects were so severe, that Tom was

confused, and who, upon exchanging a hit, was thrown .

Three to one on Sam.

Fourth. Both rallying, and exchanging hits at arm's length

--no advantage on either side ; but the strength of Sam was

prominent in closing, who threw his opponent.
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Fifth.A most excellent round ; but rather in favour of

Belcher. Sam rallied, but without effect, as Belcher hit him

off; notwithstanding, Sam closed , disengaged , and commenced

another rally, when Tom put in a most tremendous blow upon

the left eye ofhis opponent, and also threw him a heavy fall.

Sixth. Desperate fighting-both exhausted, and fell to

gether.

Seventh.-Belcher put in two slight hits ; when they closed

irregularly, and fell .

Eighth.-Rallying and good science prominent on both sides

-hitting and stopping in good style, till they both fell. Belcher

manifested first weakness.

1
Ninth. Sam incorrect in his distances, his blows did not tell,

and Belcher gave him a severe fall. Four to one on Sam.

Tenth.-Belcher hit his opponent slightly, when Sam threw

him.

Eleventh.- Sam, full of strength , rallied desperately, which

was followed up by Tom, but in favour of the Jew. Sam's

blows were dreadful, and Belcher's face and body suffered

materially, when he fell from weakness.

Twelfth.--No blows were given. Tom ran himself down.

All betters, but no one sanguine enough to take them.

Thirteenth.--Sam followed the steps of his opponent, and

ran himself down.

Fourteenth .-Belcher, somewhat shy from the severe beat

ing which he had received, fell from two of Sam's right-handed

body blows.

Fifteenth.- Belcher made every effort to put in some good

hits : but they were too feeble to do any execution, and fell

from weakness while rallying.

Sixteenth. Of no importance, except both the combatants,

after closing, appeared to fall from exhaustion.

Seventeenth . Belcher, in attempting to hit his opponent,

was stopped, and, in closing, Tom fell between his adversary's

arms on his knees : but Sam, who was too strongly impressed

with the articles, held up his hands, to show that no foul blows

should put an end to this contest.

Eighteenth. Sam, in closing, got his opponent's head under

his arm, and fibbed Belcher so severely that he dropped.

Nineteenth . Tom fell on his knees, but Sam was on his

guard, and only smiled.

Twentieth. Sam beat his opponent to the ropes with con

siderable ease.

Twenty-first.--Belcher still suffering under Sam's superior

strength.
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} Twenty-second.--Belcher, rather recovered, obtained some

little advantage.

Twenty-third.-Belcher, still livelier, contended spiritedly,

till they both fell, and lay all along on the ground.

Twenty-fourth.- Belcher completely astonished his friends

by his fine game and resolution, and obtained considerable

advantage in a desperate rally, when they both fell quite ex

hausted.

Twenty-fifth.-Tom's superiority in the science of boxing

was truly conspicuous in this round, his blows were well-di

rected, but not effective.

Twenty-sixth.-Belcher still the best, and Sam , to avoid

Tom's favourite right-handed body blow, threw himselfon his

face.

Twenty-seventh.- Sam received a heavy fall after some

irregular fighting.

Twenty-eighth.- Belcher claimed considerable respect and

attention from the fine style in which he gained the superiority

over his opponent, and also in giving Sam a very severe fall.

Twenty-ninth and thirtieth.-Good rallies took place in

both these rounds, but rather in favour of Belcher.

Thirty-first to thirty-sixth.-- It was evident to the spectators

that Belcher could not win. The ferocity of Sam was tre

mendous in the extreme ; he followed his opponent to all parts

of the ring, putting in dreadful facers and body blows, deal

ing out death-like punishment, till his brave opponent fell

quite exhausted, when his brother Jem took him out ofthe

ring in the most feeble state, and placed him in a gentleman's

chariot. It was on the left side, from the kidneys to the crown

of the head, where Tom was so severely beaten. Sam's prin

cipal injury was a blow under the left eye, and some trifling

marks, who dressed himself with perfect indifference before

he left the ring.

SAM entered the lists with Bill Cropley, on May 10,

1808, in SirJohn Sebright's Park, Hertfordshire. Crop

ley is a fine well-made young man, and possessing sta

mina ofso fine a quality that an opinion was entertained

by several of the amateurs that SAM would never be

able to overcome such an invaluable requisite. It was a

well-contested battle for twenty-five minutes ; but SAM

was the favourite after the first three rounds, and not

declared the conqueror tillCropley was quite exhausted.
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A match was made between SAM and a respectable

tradesman, for two hundred guineas, of the name of

Medley, which took place at Moulsey Hurst, on May

31 , 1810. Whether it was owing to a quarrel between

the parties, or merely respecting the honours of pugi

lism, we have not ascertained , but considerable interest

wasexcited in the sporting world as to its issue, Medley

being a heavier man than SAM, and felt so confident as to

his powers that he put down his own stake : as a sparrer

he had given convincing proofs ofhis knowledge ofthe

science, but his manhood had never been practically put

to the test; yet SAM did not view him with indifference

-and in the first instance forfeited his deposit. SAM

was seconded by Harry Lee, and Puss was his bottle

holder, and Medley was attended by his brother Phips,

and Cribb. The odds were greatly in favour of SAM

Throughoutalong fightofforty-ninerounds,SAMmain

tained the superiority-his punishment was dreadful in

the extreme, and it was owing to this gift that he ob

tained the victory. Medley's science was by no means

superficial, and his game would have done honour to

the first-rate boxer, but his blows, however well- di

rected, were not effective-they were showy instead of

telling; his appearancewas truly ghastly, and he bled in

everydirection . SAM's humanity was nobly exemplified

in the above contest, and much as his abilities were to

be admired, his feeling claimed greater attention.

That respectweowe to impartiality forbids us to pass

over the following turn-up without some comment, in

which the laurels of DUTCH SAM were in danger of

being wrested from his brow. In passing overWimble

donCommon, in 1805, near to which he was in training,



332 ROXIANA; OR,

he met with a butcher, of the name ofJem Brown, of

Wandsworth, and, after a few words having passed be

tween them, an immediate appeal was made to thefist.

The Butcher, most certainly, had the best of it, and

levelled his opponent two or three times-when SAM

declinedproceedinganyfurther at THAT time. Whether

from INABILITY, or from feeling the impropriety of

risking the issue of a private row, which might have

prevented him from fulfilling his public engagement,

and in the event of it, perhaps, made him lose that

battle, can only be decided by himself-but a tolerably

general opinion has been entertained that Brown, in a

regular contest with SAM, would soon be disposed of.

In the vicinity of St. George's Fields, a man ofthe

name of Jones, a Limner, and a neighbour of DUTCH

SAM's, who valued himself upon his milling qualities,

publicly declared that he was the Champion of that

quarter, and had frequently importuned SAM to have a

set-to, but who always declined . It happened that one

evening, shortly after the above declaration, SAM was

regaling himself at a public-house near the Limner's

dwelling, till glass succeeding glass ofDeady's brilliant

fluid, had nearly obliterated all the things ofthis world

from SAM's pericranium, when Jones, learning the cir

cumstance, soon entered the premises, and endeavoured

to provoke him, in this debilitated state, to a combat,

but in vain, upon which Jones immediately struck him.

This was too much, and SAM, reeling to and fro, re

turned it, and, scarcely intelligible, inquired " whether

he was doing right or wrong to defend himself," and

who immediately went into the street to decide it. SAM,

notwithstanding his intoxicated state, appeared to have
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the advantage, when Jones seized him by the hair of his

head, threw himdown, and beat him violentlyupon the

stones. This act of cruelty operated contrary in its

effects to what was expected by its perpetrator, by

awakening SAM to a better recollection of what he

was about, who started up, exclaiming “ Take care,

take care, for now I'm coming!" and put in such a

stomacher as nearly deprived Jones of his breath, and

following it up by a tremendous hit over his eye,

levelled this brute with the mud. The painter was so

completelysatisfied, that he would not encounter SAM's

fist any more. Jones weighed thirteen stone six

pounds ; and, though destitute of propriety, was not

without considerable pretensions to the science ; but

who was severely taught the folly of vain boasting !

BOXING is not only a national, but a noble propen

sity ; and, in its proper application , has raised the

valour and manly intrepidity of the English nation,

eminently conspicuous over all others, from its prac

tice ; but when unfortunately perverted by any of its

professors, who turn it into an engine against that pub

lic by whom they have been supported and cherished,

it degenerates into brutality, and renders its name

despicable. PUGILISM, we are sorry to observe, never

lost its importance so much in the esteem of the nas

tion , as in the O. P. disturbance of Covent Garden

Theatre, when some of its first- rate professors suffered

themselves to be HIRED to intimidate and impede the

peoplefromobtainingtheirrightsandliberties ! Names

might be mentioned, as we are in possession ofthem ;

but we trust that a friendly hint will prove more than

sufficient to point out the impropriety of such pro

VOL. I 3 A
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ceedings, and that, in future, good sense will reign

predominant, by preventing the repetition of such

disgraceful conduct..

#

·

4.

&

*.

"Tis a knavish piece of work : But what of that ?

Those (PUGILISTS) that have free souls, it touches not,

Let the gall'd wince, our withers are unwrung !

TOM BELCHER.

From SLACK descended-mighty name !

Great Hero of the Fist

Conquering BROUGHTON, raised his fame

Then first upon the list.
451

His grandson, JEM-a Champion rare !

Did honour to the cause

And Tom and NED, with anxious care,

Increasing the applause.

587

J'

#

!

**

Their deeds of valour long will grace

The pugilistic page, 开发 管

X

These heroes of the milling race

In a succeeding age.
nd

HOWEVER celebrated the heroic achievements of his

great pugilistic ancestors have been, and however the

distinguished conquests of his brotherJEMmayhave`

been extolled it is but fairto state, that TOM BEL

CHER does not derive his present celebrity fromtheir

actions ; on the contrary, Toм has been the architect

of his own fame, and, in emulating the noble deeds of

hisbrave grandsireand brother, he has not only showed

his own passport to excellence as a pugilist, but added

fresh laurels to the already proud name of BELCHER.

i671. ?

7
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8.Tom has been engaged in TWELVE prize combats,

out of which number he has proved the conqueror

[EIGHT TIMES ; and out ofthe other four, one has been

decided as a drawn battle.

1 His first set-to was withJackWarr, (son ofthe noted

pugilist ofthat name,) for a subscription purse offifty

guineas, in Tothill Fields, in a roped forty-feet ring, on

June 26, 1804. Warr wasthe stoutest, but BELCHER

the tallest man ; and upon whom the odds seemed

rather to incline. From the sound pedigree of both

of the combatants, great expectations were formed in

the sporting world as to their abilities ; and in the bat

tle they gave ample proofs of their acquirements as to

future excellence. It was a good fight throughout,

and every round was not only manfully, but scientifi

scally, contested ; the blows of Warr were truly des

perate, and in general directed at the body of his op

ponent ; while BELCHER, on the contrary, fought at

the head. The successes were alternate, and the

betting varied accordingly ; and it was not till after

thirty-three minutes had elapsed, and nineteen rounds

had taken place, that Warr gave in. He was carried

off the ground almost lifeless . BELCHER obtained

considerable fame by this contest,
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First round. Anxious to commence offensive operations,

sparring was out of the question, hitting and stopping promi

nent upon both sides, when they closed and fell.'

Third and fourth.-Several good blows were exchanged

during these rounds, but terminated in favour of Ryan.

Sixth. A better round was never witnessed, nor finer

courage ever displayed ; when, at length, Belcher hit his op

ponent so severely on the temple, as to knock him down :

who appeared a little exhausted. Seven to four on Belcher.

Eighteenth. For the last eleven rounds novisible difference

wasexperienced-both ofthe combatants displayingthosetraits

ofcourage and science which entitled them to the characters of

first-rate boxers. Tom put in a desperate blow overthe mouth

of his opponent, when Ryan, in return, knocked him down';

and took the lead, in point ofsuperiority of strength, till the

Thirtieth .-Belcher was now much exhausted, and he ap

peared to be contending against nature, but his display ofthe

science was elegant and attractive.

Thirty-first. A few hits were exchanged, when Ryan put

in a knock-down blow.

-Thirty-second .- Ryan repeated his hit.

Thirty-third and thirty- fourth. - Belcher felt the severe

effects of his opponent's powers ; and was levelled in both

"these rounds.

Thirty-seventh.-Tom, full ofheroism, nobly contended for

glory; but it was against him, and he fell from inability.

Thirty- eighth.- Belcher put in an appearance, but it was

only to be knocked down ; upon which some little commotion

took place, bythe ring being broken, and the friends of Belcher

declaring the last blow to be foul. The Umpire, however, de

cided to the contrary, and RYAN was declared the victor.

4

O'Donnel, the celebrated Irish hero, fought Tom

BELCHER for a purse oftwenty guineas, on Saturday,

April 27, 1805, at Shepperton, Surrey. Considerable

science was displayed by BELCHER upon this occasion;

and O'Donnel showed himself entitled to respectable

attention ; but who was completely satisfied in fifteen

rounds, when BELCHER was proclaimed the conqueror.

TOM BELCHER, anxious to recover the lost laurel,

entered the lists once more with his late opponent, l'ill

Ryan, onJune 4, 1806, at Leleham Burway, Surrey, for
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twenty-five guineas a-side. BELCHER had for his se

cond, Tom Blake ; and Ryan was attended by George

Maddox. The odds were considerably in favour of

Ryan. The battle lasted fifty minutes, during which

time twenty-nine rounds were well contested, when

BELCHER was declared the conqueror.

On February 8, 1806, he fought Dutch Sam; see

page 323.

TOM BELCHER fought with a man denominated

Jack of the Green, a pugilist of no note, and who was

soon disposed of in the hands of such an able professor

for his daring temerity.

BELCHER'S second contest with Dutch Sam, was on

July 28, 1807, which was decided a drawn battle ; see

page 326.

Tom's third and last contest with his brave oppo

nent, Sam, was on August 21 , 1807 ; see page 328.

On April 14, 1808, BELCHER fought with Dogherty,

in a twenty-one feet roped ring, upon Epsom Downs,

near the Rubbing House. Dogherty was seconded by

Cropley, and had for his bottle-holder, Dick Hall ;

and BELCHER was attended by Mendoza and Clarke.

Odds six to four on BELCHER .

First round. Above a minute transpired before any blows

were exchanged, both sparring to obtain the advantage. Bel

cher stopped his opponent's hits with considerable neatness

a rally took place , when they closed, and disengaged. Some

trifling hits took place, when they again closed, and Dogherty

threw Belcher.

---

Second.- Belcher stopped a terrible left-handed hit which

Dogherty aimed at his head ; when the latter rallied, but

Belcher hit him off his legs.

Third.- Skill and courage were pre-eminent on both sides :

Dogherty rallied, but Belcher rendered his hits unavailing, and

put in some severe blows on Dogherty's face, who, in termi

nating the round, threw Tom.
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Fourth. Thetalents ofboth the combatantswereextremely

conspicuous in this round ; but Belcher had the best of it.

Doghertyreceived a tremendousfacer in endeavouring to plant

a hit, and Belcher rallied in fine style, when Dogherty oon

vinced him that he was no novice, by his dexterity in stopping
1:

yetTom, in following his opponent round the ring, punished

his head most terribly ; and brought him down by a blow under

the jaw. Three to one upon Belcher,

Fifth. Belcher, with uncommon dexterity, broke through

Dogherty's guard, and with his left hand planted a most dread

ful blow in his throat, which so completely confused him, that

he repeated the hit three times before Dogherty could recover

himself, when they closed and fell.

... Sixth - Belcher upon setting-to dropped his opponent from

first two blows.

the

Seventh.- Dogherty's efforts were completely scientific, and

he stopped Belcher's blows with great neatness ; but notwith

standing Belcher levelled him.

Eighth. Belcher had enough to do in warding off the well

aimed hits of his adversary-who now went in full of im

petuosity, yet not without science ; in closing, Tom was

thrown upon the ropes by Dogherty, and, to all appearance,

without any difficulty.

Ninth. Several good blows were exchanged-but Belcher

was not seen to so much advantage in this round ; and in

closing, Belcher fell underneath.

Tenth.-Belcher, rather careful, retreated ; when Dogherty,

conceiving something might be gained by following him, put

in two good hits ; but, on closing the round, Dogherty was

thrown.

-Eleventh . Belcher put in twofacers, when both the com

batants fell out of the ring.

Twelfth.- Dogherty was again thrown ; previously to

which Belcher planted two good hits.

Thirteenth. Dogherty, full of pluck, rallied, but Tom

threw him with considerable forcé.

Fourteenth. Tom, evidently superior in this round, ren

dered the rallying of Dogherty unavailing, and threw him

again violently.

Fifteenth. Thegame of Dogherty claimed admiration, and

his appearance commiseration -his head was terrific, and his

strength was nearly exhausted, yet notwithstanding he rallied ;

but his blows were of no effect, and he fell beneath the su

periority of his opponent.

Sixteenth andseventeenth.--Inboth these rounds thefeeble

----
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ness of Dogherty was visible to all the spectators ; and, to the

honour ofBelcher be it recorded, he disdained taking any more

advantage than was necessary to insure his contest. Such

traits of humanity ought not to be forgotten.

Eighteenth and nineteenth. Dogherty's spirits were good,

but his stamina was departed- his blows did not tell , although

he stopped with considerable science ; yet Belcher kept the

lead in fine style ; in closing they both fell.

Twenty-fourth .-Up to this round it was evident that Tom

must win ; but his brave opponent was determined to try every

effort while the least chance remained of success. Tom put

in three desperate facers, and also hit him so severely in the

throat and stomach, that he fell in a manner quite bent and

exhausted.

Thirty-third.Dogherty, still determined, contended for

the last eight rounds, but was nothing more than a mere

object of punishment to his opponent, who continually levelled

him with the most apparent ease, till Dogherty could not

come again. Belcher was declared the conqueror, who, upon

hearing the welcome sound, threw a somerset.

>

Cropley now entered the lists with TOM BELCHER ,

for a subscription purse of fifty guineas, on October 25,

1808, at Moulsey Hurst, in a thirty-feet roped ring,

Cropley was seconded by Tom Jones, and Dick Hall

acted as his bottle-holder ; and BELCHER was attended

by Mendoza and Dutch Sam. The combatants were

looked upon nearly in an equal point of view, and con

siderable expectations of a fine display of the art of

pugilism were entertained by the amateurs. The odds

upon setting-to were in favour of BELCHER . During a

contest of thirty-four rounds, which occupied fifty-six

minutes-it is but justice to observe that a more real

scientific fight was never seen ; and Cropley, although

defeated, proved himself an excellent boxer, and pos

sessing bottom ofthe first quality. His defeat was prin

cipally in bringing his head too forward when putting

in his blows ; which BELCHER taking the advantage

of, punished his face so dreadfully that scarcely any
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traces of its former appearance were discernible. It

was with the greatest reluctance that Cropley GAVE IN .

One Farnborough, who rested his pretensions upon

his game, had the temerity to fight TOM BELCHER, on

Epsom race-ground, in a thirty-feet ring, on February

1 , 1809. Upon the part of Farnborough, it was mere

pretensions ; BELCHER treated him with the most

perfect sangfroid, and in the course oftwenty minutes,

he so completely punished and disfigured him, that

Farnborough was glad to cry for quarter ; while, on

the contrary, BELCHER was scarcely touched.

1SILVERTHORNE, a pugilist of some practice and

success, was matched for one hundred guineas, and a

subscription-purse of fifty pounds, against BELCHER,

which was decided upon Crawley-heath, near Copthall,

on June 6, 1811 ; Silverthorne was seconded by the

veteran Caleb Baldwin, and his bottle-holder, Bill

Gibbons; and BELCHER was attended by Gulley and

Tom Jones. Four to one upon BELCHER.

First round.- Belcher, upon the alert, stopped a tremendous

blow aimed at his stomach by Silverthorne, and returned two

sharp hits right and left in Silverthorne's face, which imme

diately produced a great discharge ofblood ; after disengaging

themselves, Belcher pelted away most dreadfully, and putting

in hits almost as quick as lightning; and it is supposed that

such a first round was never before witnessed , wherein so

much punishment was dealt out to one combatant. Silver

thorne fell from the severe effects of Belcher's blows... 11 12

1.7

Second. Silverthorne rose under evident symptoms offear,

and retreated from his adversary, who now hit him right and

left upon the head. Silverthorne, in planting a hit upon Bel

cher's throat , was stopped ; but who nevertheless put in

severe body blow, which Belcher returned by a leveller.

-Third. Silverthorne was covered with blood, and who ral

lied, but without effect- Belcher put in several severe blows.

Silverthorne showed that he was not without science, in

warding many of them off from doing great injury ; and

*es wild 1 . go
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Belcher in losing his distance, closed, and was thrown by

Silverthorne.

Fourth. It was now evident to the spectators that Silver

thorne was much inferior to his brave opponent, who frustrated

all his attempts with ease and security. Silverthorne endea

voured to plant a severe body-blow, which Tom stopped, when

a rally commenced, which turned out to Belcher's advantage,

who put in a terrible blow, then closed , and threw his op

ponent a cross-buttock enough to knock all the breath out of

his body.

Fifth.- Silverthorne bled profusely, who received twofacers

from Belcher, and, in a rally, Silverthorne fell . All betters

but no takers.

-
Sixth . Silverthorne, notwithstandingthechance was against

him , showed some little play, and stopped very neatly a right

handed blow which was intended for his head, but Belcher

nevertheless put in a severe body-blow, and Silverthorne fell

in attempting to return it.

Seventh.--It was now all over with Silverthorne, who was

completely exhausted , but still wished to try another chance

Belcher did as he liked with his opponent, and finished the

contest by a desperate hit in the throat, which knocked him

down, when Belcher was proclaimed the conqueror, who in

stantly, to show how little he was the worse for the contest,

threw a somerset.-737

r In point of elegance of attitude and scientific pre

cision, it is considered at the present period that Tom

BELCHER, as a pugilist, stands unrivalled. Throughout

thewholeofhis TWELVEbattles, his superiorknowledge

and practical display of the art over that of his oppo

nents have been conspicuously prominent. The blows of

BELCHER are given withthe rapidity of lightning, put

tingthem in with his left hand straight, though he can

use both his hands with equal facility, and are more

numerous than anyother boxer ; his excellence in stop

pingisso truly admirable that he seems perfectly aware

ofthe intention of his adversary, and might be said to

be armed nearly at all points. No pugilist gives the

Vol. 1.
3 B
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return with greater celerity ; and his one, two, are in

generalso well applied as to do considerable execution.

His game is ofthe finest quality : and his resolution to

persevere while a single chance remains to obtain the

victory, has claimed universal admiration, andmustever

render him an object of great attraction in the boxing

circles. He is also a pugilist onwhomgreat dependence

maybe placed. In some instances, an opinion hasbeen

entertained that Toм paid too much attention to trivial

sparring ; and in some ofhis contests it hasbeen thought

that his blows were not weighty enough to second the

intention with which they were directed, or to produce

that desired effect so much wished ; but were his physi

cal powers equal to his judgment, few men, it is sup

posed, would be able to stand any length of time in

contact with his efforts. These circumstances can

not be stronger verified than in his distinguished com

bats with Dutch Sam, who, by comparison, as a scienti

fic pugilist, is certainly inferior to BELCHER, but when

judged ofas the most effective boxer, Dutch Sam, with

out any question, takes the lead. In the present era

of pugilism, no contests have engaged the conversa

tion of the Fancy in general more than the merits of

the three public displays of the above heroes.

[8]

It is well known that BELCHER entered rather pre

maturely into the FIRST battle with Sam; he had been

living too gay, and his stamina was enfeebled from its

debilitating effects. The time allowed for training was

also too short to recover its proper tone, and in con

sequence of which he became the victim of the bad

advice of his backer. 054

In the SECOND contest which was adjudged a drawn
S

!!

1

1

1

1.7
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battle, it was visible, that, notwithstanding BELCHER

put in nearly three blows to one more than his adver

sary, they were compared more to a sort of slighttaps

than forcible hits,and operated upon thespectators more

from their showy appearance, than by possessing any

decisive qualities to the disadvantage of his opponent ;

but nevertheless it was a matter of considerable asto

nishment to every one who witnessed the fight, the

manly fortitude displayed by Tom in resisting the

severe punishment of Dutch Sam. !

In the THIRD and last battle, BELCHER was by no

means recovered from the severe effects of the former

contest. In stripping , his body exhibited the bruised

marks of the late combat, and he evidently fought

under great depression and disadvantage. It has been

strongly urged by the friends ofToм, that he was never

in PROPER CONDITION , and in which opinion BEL

CHER himself acquiesces, and asserts, that Sam has

always had the best ofhimin point of condition ! while

the admirers of Dutch Sam, with equal confidence, aver

that BELCHER had not strength enough to reduce the

ferocity of the above pugilistic phenomenon. It is

only justice to state that much difference of opinion

always existed upon this subject.

1 BOXERS, if they feel any sort of ambition to attain

eminence, should endeavour to comply with a regular

mode of living, and to bear in remembrance that the

stamina is easier reduced than the tone of the system re

covered. The constitution once touched, the mind or

resolution also becomes enfeebled ; and the frame, in

losing its natural vigour, begets depression and fear,

thus occasioning, in a great degree, exhaustion and

premature defeat !
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As a sparrerTom is truly distinguished, and exhibits

allthe various traits ofthe art withthe utmost elegance

and perfection, and who has turned out a number of

very expert and scientific pupils. In several ofthe prin

cipal towns ofthe kingdom, Toмhas portrayed the uti

lity ofthe SCIENCE OF SELF - DEFENCE with consider

able respect and attention . BELCHER is in height

about five feet nine inches, weighing nearly eleven

stone. His appearance much of the gentleman , and his

manners and deportment are of the most mild and in

offensive nature, well calculated to prepossess the stran

ger much in his favour, by experiencing in his com

panythe perfections of the pugilist, without any ofthat

ferocity which the unacquainted are too apt to ima

gine characterises the brave boxer.

NED (the eldest) BELCHER.

THE brave family of the BELCHERS have put in such

strong claims to pugilistic excellence, that we cannot

pass over the efforts ofany of its members (however

trifling) without preserving a small niche to perpe

tuate their well-merited fame.

NED, in all probability, might have proved himself

equally as distinguished a boxer as either of his re

nowned brothers, had he not, in his youth, received a

material injury in his right hand, which ever afterwards

prevented him from making much use of it, and in
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fighting he could only hit with his left-his bottom was

excellent, and, in the contests in whichhe wasengaged,

NED showed himself off in the true BELCHER style.

1
The only pitched battle, we have learned, that NED

fought, was with one Jones, a hackney-coachman, on

Epping Forest, on June 5, 1806, and which has since

been spoken of as a spirited and well-contested battle,

and that NED's pretensions to pugilisin were far above

mediocrity. NEDSO completelypunished Coachee, that,

in the event, he was declared the victor.

Although labouring under the disadvantages of a

lame hand, he was not easily intimidated, and upon

some difference of opinion taking place between him

and the Young Ruffian, ( Fearby) in Wardour-street,

Soho, an immediate appeal was made to the fist. NED

(like his brother Jem) soon served-out the Ruffian, and

once more convinced him that the name of BELCHER

was a tower of strength.

That notorious glutton, Joe Berks, having insulted

two gentlemen, in a public-house, in Oxendon-street,

in the presence of NED BELCHER, he immediately ex

postulated with Berks upon the impropriety of his con

duct ; but instead ofgetting any reply, the latter, without

hesitation,(being rather in an inebriated state, ) struck

NED for his interference. This assault was not to be

put up with passively ; the name of BELCHER Must not

be disgraced, and NED instantly returned the favour.

Aregularset-to wastheresult, and Berkswas soseverely

punished in the course of a fewrounds, that he was glad

to cry for quarter ; and also make some acknowledge

ment for the error which he had committed.

NED died ofa consumption , a few years since.

(,,',
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BOB GREGSON, P. P.

One ofthe most distinguished Champions ofLancashire,

* A 1

6764

AND

POET LAUREATE

TO THE HEROIC RACE OF PUGILISTS.

I dare do all that may become a man ;

Who dares do more, is none.

IN recording the most prominent traits ofthe cele

brated Pugilists, fromtheearliest professors ofthe Gym

nastic Art, down to the present milling era, when pass

ing in review, BOXIANA has found none more entitled

to peculiar attention than the hero of the present sketch.

Fig, for his superior skill and union of talents, in

fencing, dexterity in cudgelling, and manliness of box

ing, stood without a rival competitor ; but who was

succeeded in the latter acquirementby George Taylor, a

pugilist ofconsiderable repute, till the veteran Brough

ton appeared, who rose uplike a phenomenon in the pu

gilistic hemisphere, and gave elegance and perfection

to boxing, till he was unexpectedly vanquished, and re

tired from all contests, to make room for the mightyand

decisive Slack! Corcoran performed prodigies ofvalour

as a bruiser ; but it was Tom Johnson that portrayed

the soundness of the art, throughout an extensive prac

tice, particularly in opposition to the manly and judi

cious efforts ofMichael Ryan, Humphriesgave dignity

andgrace to positions ; and Mendoza enriched pugilism

with superlative science, and rendered the acquirement

of self-defence easy and practicable while Big Ben
:
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became attractive forhis tremendous powers. Bill Warr

evinced the advantages of activity; Hooper astonished

by his uncommon pluck ; and the fine symmetry and

strength of the human figure, was an interesting topic,

exemplified in the person of Jackson. A new epoch

took place in fighting, when Jem Belcher made his

appearance, and his nouvelle rapid style of execution

baffled all his competitors. For manly fortitude and

humanity, the name of Pearce, as a pugilist, can never

be effaced ; while the gluttony of Berks will ever form

a striking subject for the caterers of that sort of food ;

and, as a hard hitter, Gulley will long claim remem匪

&brance. The singularity ofgiving, Dutch Sam stands

as a prodigy, operating as a contrast to the neatness,

promptitude, and precision of Tom Belcher. For

hitting and getting away, Richmond is distinguished,

and the brave Molineaux keeps a strong hold in the

circle of boxers, as a pugilist of the first class ; while

the CHAMPION OF ENGLAND stands unrivalled for his

punishment, game, and milling on the retreat ! Yet, not

withstanding the above variety of qualifications, it has

been reserved for BOB GREGSON alone, from his

union ofpugilism and POETRY, (to recount the deeds

of his Brethren of the Fist in heroic verse, like the

bards of old, in sounding the praises of their warlike

Champions,) whose pretensions to the former are be

yond all dispute, and respecting the latter, one of the

most distinguished works ofsporting celebrity has given

place to the poetic effusions of his muse. bil

Chi

BOB was born on the 21st of July, 1778, at Heskin,

three miles from Chorley, andten from Preston, in Lan

cashire, descended from very respectable parents, and
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who possessed a farm of considerable extent at that

place. BoB's education was by no means neglected ;

and he filled the situation of Captain of the Liverpool

Wigan Packet forseveral years with credit and respect,

and was allied by marriage to a family of some impor

tance in the above great mercantile town .

Forthe period ofseven years, all the pugilistic heroes

ofLancashire, as well as those from other parts, whó

met him in combat, surrendered to his conquering arm ;

and the name ofGREGSON was resounded from one end

to the other, as the proud CHAMPION ofthat most

populous county. His pitched battles are numerous ;

but the skirmishes of BoB were by far too frequentfor

us to treat upon, and we have, therefore, slightly

touched on those achievements which claim a promi

nency of feature.

BOB's pugilistic talents, perhaps, might have been

for ever obscured from the world, and himself content

to drag on a life of rustic insipidity , had not the smiles

of thefair sex awakened his brave heart, and brought

them into action. At the age of eighteen, GREGSON

commenced, with all the impassioned ardour ofyouth,

a Champion in defence of that sex, of whom the

Poet has so emphatically portrayed :—1975.

1

WOMAN, the fountain of all human frailty !

What mighty ills have not been done by WOMAN ?

Who was't betray'd the Capitol ? A WOMAN.

Who lost Mark Antony the world? A WOMAN.

Who was the cause of along ten years' war,

And laid at last Old Troy in ashes ? WOMAN!

A

? }

BOB being at Bispham Green, near Ormskirk, in

Lancashire, to participate in the rustic sports of a coun
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try wake, when he was rudely assailed by one Harry

Maudersley, who attempted to take away the idol of

BOB's heart from him, but GREGSON resented the insult

so strongly, that a regular set-to immediately com

menced. After half an hour's decent milling , notwith

standing Maudersley was a tall man, and weighing

thirteen stone, his amorous pretensions were so com

pletely taken out of him by BOB's potent fist, that he

surrendered all claims to the female in question once

more to the entire protection of her admiring hero.

BOB's situation became more perilous than ever, as one

Ned Waller, a sort ofsecond Champion to the county,

and a friend ofMaudersley, rather jealous of BoB's suc

cess, instantly kicked up a row with him, which conti

nued an hour and a half, during which time Boв was

without his clothes. At length he entered the ring

with Waller, and likewise gave him a severe beating.

GREGSON's fame now rose so rapidly into notice, not

only from this affair ofgallantry, but his pretensions to

boxing were considered so sound, that Jas. Ayschroft,

the Champion ofLancashire, a Collier, weighing six

teen stone, surrendered his claim to that elevated title

to Boв, who became the first pugilist in the county..

GREGSON was now rendered a public mark to hit at,

and challenges came in thick and threefold :-Ned

Prescot, a man ofconsiderable size, and weighing fifteen

stone and a half, entered the lists with BoB at Wigan

Fair, but, in the course of twenty minutes, Ned was

so completely punished, that he was glad to cry out

ENOUGH! yet, in a short time afterwards, Prescot de

manded a second trial, when Boв again disposed of

him in quick time.看

James Benton, a Collier, well known in Lancashire

VOL. I. за
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as a pugilist of no mean stamp, fought with GREGSON,

at Standish ; but who, after a hard contest, gave in.

BOB also contended with one Tom Dawber, a boxer

who had milled a few customers in his time. The latter

felt so jealous of GREGSON's growing fame, that he

challenged him to a public combat ; but, in the event

of which, Dawber paid most dearly for his temerity.

He not only received severe punishment, but acknow

ledged that he had obtained a cure for his jealousy.

RobertFance, who had a thirst for pugilistic honours,

and weighing thirteen stone, contended with Boв at

Chorley, but who also fell beneath the conquering arm

ofthe latter.

A man, of the name of Tom Wright, (a particular

friend of BoB's,) and who, from his various exploits in

pugilism, was considered the only equal match that

could be found for him in Lancashire, entered the lists

with GREGSON, at Eccleston, upon an agreement that

they shouldfight without seconds, and not to be sepa

rated. A most desperate conflict ensued, which con

tinued for an hour and a half, when Wright, not till

he was almost annihilated, reluctantly acknowledged

BOB's superiority. GREGSON was also a considerable

time before he recovered from the severe effects of this

battle.

BOBwas now engaged in a truly nouvelle contest with

afarmer'sservant, ofthe nameofBill Hallsol, at Scars

brick Bridge, near Ormskirk. Hallsol, who was not in

'sensible to the widowed charms ofhis mistress, andwho

aspired to the management of a good farm, &c. plucked

up courage to make her an offer of his hand , but the

fair widow, who was descended from a race ofpugilists,

would not agree to the terms of capitulation only
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uponthefollowing condition, that he must conquer the

Champion GREGSON, before she surrendered in due

form tothe completion ofhis wishes. Love andGLORY

were two noble subjects, and, to prove that the "Ageof

Chivalry" was not over, Hallsol immediately chal

lenged BoB to the field . GREGSON , always ready to

the calls of honour, accepted the invitation instantly.

Hall entered the ring with the enthusiasm of a knight

errant, and bravely fought to obtain this double con

quest; but his ambition proved too daring, and he was

so completely punished out of all recollection of the

cause in which he had been engaged, that his fall was

truly desperate, and he was carried away nearly in an

inanimate state. However, upon Hallsol's recovering

a little from the severe effects of this battle, the prize

was still so dazzling to his eyes, and the charms ofthe

widow had made such a strong impression upon his

feelings, that, before the week had elapsed, he sent a

second challenge to GREGSON, who, very politely,

gave him another chance to obtain the fair hand of

his mistress ; but poor Hallsol was again so miserably

beaten, and his flattering dreams ofjoy so completely

vanished, that his bold heart was almost broken at the

cruel inflexibility of the fair one, by imposing upon

him such an ungracious task, to procure the possession

of her smiles.

The tremendous Joe Berks now made his appearance

at Manchester, threatening destruction to all the pugi

lists in the county who should have the temerity to

enter the lists with him, when GREGSON was once more

called upon to avenge the honour of his native soil , and

to expel, ifpossible, this daring invader. It was a truly

brave contest, and the gluttonu of this nugilistic cormo

1
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rant was never more completely satisfied ; and he pub

licly declared, a short time afterwards, that his appetite

had never been good since that period. The battle

took place at Higher Hardwick, when, after forty

minutes had elapsed, Berks acknowledged GREGSON

to be his master.

Soon after the above circumstance, BoB's prospects

in life experienced a material change, owing to a severe

domestic calamity, in the loss of an amiable and affec

tionate partner ; and he now not only bid adieu to Lan

cashire, but, in all probability, to pugilism in future.

BOB was presented with a commission in the army,

which regiment, named after the county, was quar

tered at Plymouth, to which place GREGSON repaired

to join the standard ; but finding his finances were not

able to support the character of an officer with that

respectability which such a situation required, he re

linquished the project. Boв, without any pursuit

before him, arrived in the Metropolis, ( to use a sport

ing phrase,) nearly cleaned out. Bов now experienced

some vicissitudes-facts are stubborn things- and

it was from the necessity of the moment only, that

GREGSON was induced to enter the ring again as a

pugilist.

4

Upon BoB's first meeting with Gulley, at a public

house, some harsh epithets passed between them, when

GREGSON,toshow his strength, took Gulley up under his

arm, and threw him down on the ground ; upon which a

match was the consequence between those heroes. But

BOB was not the man he had been, and what is termed

the fight had, in a great measure, been taken out of

him, from the numerous battles in which he had been

engaged for several years past, with all the strongest

"
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and best men of Lancashire ; yet, nevertheless, his con

test with Gulley(see page 176) exceeded every other bat

tle in the annals of pugilism for determined resolution

and bottom; and the betting, which had been twenty to

one, wasreduced, towards the close ofthe fight, to evén ;

and so exhausted were the combatants, that BOTH were

expected to pronounce at the same time-ENOUGH !

But the time being expired, and GREGSON not appear

ing exactly ready, the fortunate moment for Gulley

was immediately seized upon by his friends, who car

ried him off as the conqueror; but who was so dread

fully beaten, that he lay forfive hours afterwards so per

fectly insensible, that little hopes were entertained of his

recovery ! In fact, such serious consequences were ap

prehended, that the partisans of Gulley had him taken

to GREGSON, who was in a coach, to shake hands with

him before he left the ground. In the second engage,

ment with his brave opponent, the fortitude of GREG

SON was truly conspicuous... In his memorable fight

withthe present CHAMPION OF ENGLAND, Tom Cribb,

it was singular in the extreme that Вов lost the bat

tle. In the round previous to the last, it was betted

TEN to one that Cribb did not come again ; and it is

asserted, it was owing to an accidental throw, proceed

ing from a sort of entangling with their legs, which

occasioned, unexpectedly, GREGSON to go down.

The shock of which operated so forcibly upon his

exhaustedframe, that " time" had expired before he was

ready again to set-to. Cribb was equally in as bad a

state, but who, upon hearing the welcome sound ofvic

tory, fell down, and did not recover for some few

minutes !
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THREE such succeeding battles as the above had

scarcely, if ever, been witnessed ; and GREGSON, al

though in defeat, rose proudly as a most distinguished

pugilistic hero. Two out ofthe THREE were truly the

effect ofmere CHANCE ; and when the above contests

are fairly analysed, when impartiality shall pronounce

her unerring verdict, it will be seenthat pugilism never

had a braver supporter than BoB GREGSON. If BoB

did not possess that accuracy ofscience, so very promi

nent assome ofthe first professors ofthe gymnastic art,

yet his display of bottom and intrepidity, with those

heroes ofthe fist, Gulley and Cribb, who experienced

such difficulty in reducing his efforts have completely

stamped him a pugilist of no ordinary pretensions→→→

and a boxer that is not often to be found.

Soon after the above period, Вoв took a benefit at

the Fives' Court, when he took his final leave ofpugi

lism, as a public professor, to commence landlord of

the Castle, in Holborn, since denominated, and better

known bythe appellation of

BOB'S CHOP-HOUSE :

His house is known to all the milling train,

He gives them liquor, and relieves their pain.

And, although it mustbe admitted that it is not ofequal

notoriety with Lloyd's Coffee-house, yet it is ofgreat ce

lebrity inthe SPORTING WORLD, and is viewedasapro-`

minent feature in the Metropolis ; and which has itssub

scription, commodious coffee-room, &c. attached to it..

In the latter apartment are whole-length portraits of

some ofthe celebrated pugilists, framed in the most su

perbstyle ofelegance ; and the landlord, as a convincing
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proof that he entertains no spleen or envy against his

distinguished competitor, the CHAMPION OF ENG

LAND, as wellas showinggreat diffidence, has exhibited

three portraits of CRIBB, to the exclusion of his own

likeness! BoB's frequenters are ofthe most respectable

description ; and the various gradations of the Fancy

hither resort, to discuss matters incidental to pugilism,

and where every attention is paid to the casual visitor,

that each department, it may be said, is conducted

with cleanliness, propriety, and despatch,

GREGSON is in height six feet one inch and a half,

andweighingabout fifteen stone six pounds : to Nature

he is indebted for a fine figure, and his appearance is

manly and imposing. Boв has been considered so

good an anatomical subject to descant upon, that Mr.

CARLISLE, the celebrated Professor of Anatomy at the

Royal Academy, has selected him to stand several

times for that purpose ; and who has likewise been the

subject of the pencils of Lawrence, Daw, &c. &c.

in their portraying the beauty of human proportion ;

with a constitution truly robust, a vivacious eye, cal,

culated to dazzle every spectator with its importance,

and an arm that is

" Active and strong, and vigorous to all its purposes."

Possessing good intellectual faculties, his general

deportment is above all absurd affectation ; nothing

supercilious is to be found in his manner, and ambi

tion, it appears, is totally exempt from his breast:

on the contrary,

13

Far other aims his heart has learned to prize→→

Morebent to raise the VALIANT than to RISE!

usalt
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It seems that GREGSON was an independent pugilist

he was not on the flash side, i. e. he was not down when

he entered the lists with the London Boxers ; and it is

still said ofhim, that he remains as perverse as ever, in

obstinately judging for himself, in opposition to all

flash opinions, adhering to those old-fashioned notions

ofrightandwrong! but, notwithstanding these peculia

rities of disposition, we are informed, he is humane,

friendly, and attentive to the professors of the fist,

but more especially at those periods when consolation

and comfort are necessary- the BRAVE in DEFEAT !

It hasbeenurged thatGREGSONmust have won those

battles alluded to, had he have proved scientific ; but

some allowance ought to be made, when it is considered

the difficulties he had to contend against, in divesting

himselfof those provincialities in which he had been

reared, and all at once to commence the elegant, scien

tific, and finished metropolitan boxer. Every thing in

London must be excellent to gain eminence, and where

the exalted Champion of a County ranks only with

Champions ofCounties, and is put upon a level with

other men, till he soars above those comparisons, and

somegreat event places him upon that elevated seat, the

most anxious desire of all pugilists to obtain. It is an

opinionstrongly entertained in the Army, that it is much

easier to makeaman a good dragoon who never mounted

a horse in his life, than a post-boy who has been riding

all his days ; proving that instruction is acquired with

greaterfacility where there has been no particular bias,

than it is to dispense with accustomed peculiarities.

Respecting BOB's mental capacity, it will be found,

thathe is anintelligent, well-informed person, and if he

"
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cannot, by way of comparison, claim a superiority of

science over his brethren of the fist, however, as a man

of nous, he stands upon an elevated point. With a

mind rather fond of inquiry, he has formed some ac

quaintance with that class of literature which tends to

enlarge and dignify the human intellect ; and, although

not possessing the terseness and originality of DRY

DEN, or the musical cadence and correctness ofPOPE,

yet still he has entered into a peculiar subject with a

characteristic energy and apposite spirit :

The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling,

Doth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven,

And, as imagination bodies forth

The form of things unknown, the poet's pen

Turns them to shape, and gives to airy nothing

A local habitation and a name.

Instead of that spirit of detraction which too often

pervades the breast ofa fallen competitor, GREGSON,

it must be admitted, with a spirit of liberality, which

few men possess, has not only endeavoured by his ta

lents to increase and promulgate a conquering RIVAL'S

fame, but also to consolidate his great achievements.

The Herald's Office, perhaps, might have beensearched

in vain to procure armorial bearings for the CHAM

PION's coat of arms, had not BoB's inventive genius

rendered the application unnecessary, (assisted bythe

most natural comedian of the age, John Emery, to

whose united efforts, the heraldry of Tom Cribb is in

debted,) and which otherwise might have been for

ever obscured from the world. The following poetic

effusion was written by Boв GREGSON, in honour of

the CHAMPION's victory over Molineaux.

VOL. I. 3. D
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BRITISH LADS AND BLACK MILLERS.

You gentlemen of fortune attend unto my ditty,

A few lines I have penn'd upon this great fight,

In the centre of England the noble place is pitch'd on,

For the VALOUR OF THIS COUNTRY, or America's delight ;

The sturdy Black doth swear,

The moment he gets there,

Theplanksthestage isbuilt on,he'll makethemblazeandsmoke,

Then CRIBB, with smiling face,

Says, these boards I'll ne'er disgrace,

They're relations ofmine, they're OLD ENGLISH OAK.

Brave MOLINEAUX replied, I've never been denied,

To fight the foes of Britons on such planks as those;

Ifrelationship you claim, bye and bye, you'll know my name,

I'm the Moorish milling blade that can drub my foes.

Then CRIBB replied with haste,

You slave, I will you baste,

Asyourmaster us'd to caneyou, ' twill bringthings toyour mind:

Iffrom bondage you've got clear,

To impose on Britons here,

You'd better stopp'd with Christophe, you'll quickly find.

The garden of freedom is the British land we live in, '

And welcomes every slave from his banish'd isle,

Allows them to impose on a nation good and generous,

To incumber and pollute our native soil.

But John Bull cries out aloud,

鲨

But open

We're neither poor nor proud,

to all nations, let them come from where they will :

The British lads that's here,

Quite strangers are to fear,

Here's TOM CRIBB, with bumpers round, for he can them mill!

སྔོ ན ་ སྐྱ ན་ སྐ یلا :1

! Through the wide range of society the traveller

may, at times, meet with something like the perfec

tions of a GRANDISON ; while, on the contrary, his

journey will be repeatedly arrested by the frailties of

a TOM JONES : human nature is so prone to error,

and circumstance and situation operate so strongly

upon the feelings, that we are too apt to put an

<
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enemyintoour mouth tosteal away our brains !" and by

so doing, commit those excesses, which, on mature

reflection, our nature revolts at with disgust and un

happiness. Alexander killed Clytus when besotted

with liquor, and his rational moments were ever after

wards embittered with sorrow and remorse, by the

death of his best and most valued general- but, if

every man was dealt with according to his deserts,

"WHO should ' scape whipping?"

GREGSON, from his retentive memory, obtained

considerable repute among that most honourable and

ancient fraternity denominated Freemasons.

We cannot conclude without observing that no

pugilist has had to contend against severer disappoint

ments than GREGSON ; nor has any boxer, whatever,

experienced more chilling and almost overwhelming

defeats. But, in nobly buffeting the frowns of fortune,

he displayed the struggles of a brave mind thirsting

after victory, and evinced a bottom as sound as gold.

In himself, Вов made a bold stand to obtain the

honours of the Championship, and it was so nice a

point, that it was the toss-up of a halfpenny whether

it was decided for Lancashire or Bristol ; and the

specimens of fine resolution and game GREGSON has

since introduced for pugilistic honours have by no

means disgraced his patronage, or reflected any im

propriety for portraying a partiality in favour of his

native country. Since his residence in the Metropolis,

BOB has been completely in the back ground respect.

ing success in boxing affairs ; but who has amply suc

ceeded in establishing a character for independence

and honesty, that must ever render him one of the
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soundest friends of pugilism, and whose name will

long live enrolled among the records of the brave.

L "

17

Hail, noble Albion ! where no golden mines,

No soft perfumes, nor oils, nor myrtle bow'rs,

The vig'rous frame and lofty heart ofman

Enervate round whose stern cerulean brows,

White-wing'd snow, and cloud, and pearly rain,

Frequent attend, with solemn majesty :

Rich queen ofmists and vapours ! These, thy sons,

61154

,,

****

With their cool arms compress ; and twist their nerves

For deeds of excellence and high renown..

Thus form'd, our Broughtons, Slacks, Johnsons,

Our Belchers, Jacksons, Cribbs, and our Gregsons rose.

ཤ { ..: .

TOM MOLINEAUX,

The Tremendous Man ofColour.

The hero who, to live in story,

In search of honour dares to roam,

And reaps a crop offame and glory—

This is the warrior's harvest home.
7

⠀

1

79

UNKNOWN, unnoticed, unprotected, and uninformed,

the brave MOLINEAUX arrived in England : descended

from a warlike hero, who had been theconqueringpugi

list of America, he felt all the animating spirit of his

courageous sire, and left his native soil in quest ofglory

and renown. The British nation, famed for deeds in

arms, attracted his towering disposition ; and his am

bitious spirit prompted him with an ardent desire to

enter the lists with some of her most distinguished

Champions. Distance created no obstacles, nor the

raging seas were no impediment to his heroic views,

and, like the daring adventurer who suffers nothing to
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thwart his purposes, the object of his wishes were

gained, and he, at length, found himself in the most

enviable capital in the world- LONDON. MOLI

NEAUX was a perfect stranger, a rude, unsophisticated

being; and, resting entirely upon his pugilistic preten

sions to excellence, he offered himself to the notice of

the public. He was scon noticed by the patrons of

those gymnastic sports, which, from their practice and

support, have instilled principles of valour into her

hardy sons, that have not only added greatness, but

given stability to the English character..

MOLINEAUX came as an open and bold competitor

forboxingfame ; and he challenged the proudest heroes

to the hostile combat. Such declaration was manly,

fair, and honourable, and entitled to every respect and

attention among the pugilistic circles. It was, how

ever, objected to MOLINEAUX, that he was too am

bitious, by threatening to wrest the laurels from the

English brow, and planting them upon the head of a

foreigner—if so, dearly has he paid for his temerity ; but

if his claims to pugilism were of the first-rate quality

which they have been represented, the greatest honour

was attached to the conquest of such a formidable hero.

MOLINEAUX's first set-to in England was with a

Bristol man, of robust make, and about six feet in

height, in Tothill-fields, on July 24 , 1810. Richmond

seconded MOLINEAUX, and Cribb his countryman. It

was a most game fight, and continued for an hour.

MOLINEAUXpunished his opponent so severely, that it

was impossible to distinguish a single feature in his

face. He also gave such specimens of dexterity and

science, as to claim considerable attention from the
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spectators, who viewed him as a pugilist of great

promise. Upon MOLINEAUX being declared the con

queror, he was immediately matched to fight Tom

Blake, a man denominated, from his fine bottom and

resolution, TomTough! a boxer of great repute and

practice.

In less than a month from the above period, this

contest was decided upon the coast a few miles from

Margate, on August, 21 , 1810, upon the same spot of

ground onwhich Richmond and Maddoxhadso bravely

contended. MOLINEAUX was attended by his friend

Richmond; Blake had for his second Tom Cribb, and

his bottle-holder, Bill Gibbons.

First round.-The fame of Molineaux having got rather

spread abroad, considerable anxiety was manifest upon the

combatants setting-to-good sparring was exhibited for a short

period on both sides, when Blake showed himself completely

scientific in hitting right and left, and stopping the return of

Molineaux ; they closed, but Blake, in slipping from his an

tagonist, received a terrible hit upon the back part of his neck,

which was repeated by the Black so severely as to send Blake

down. Even betting.

---
Second. Blake soon discovered that his opponent was not

to be disposed of easily, and that his blows, however well di

rected, were not strong enough to knock his adversary down.

Molineaux seemed to disregard the attempts of Blake, and

showed himself tolerably conversant in the science, by beating

down his adversary's guard with his left hand, and by a tre

mendous blow with his right levelled Blake.

Third. Blake appeared ratherexhausted, which Molineaux

perceiving, went in to improve upon the circumstance ; but

Blake hit him on the jaw ; when they rallied and fell, Blake

undermost.

-

Fourth. A truly obstinate round ; but evidently in favour

of Molineaux, who broke down Blake's guard and punished

him severely in the face ; notwithstanding, Blake put in seve

ral body-blows, but they were not effective, and was ultimately

knocked down. Five to two on Molineaux.

Fifth.- Blake covered with blood ; but with great resolu
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tion rallied, when Molineaux held him round the neck with

his left arm, and fibbed him so tremendously, that Blake fell,

completely exhausted.

Sixth .- Molineaux had it all his own way this round, and ,

without ceremony, went in and knocked down Blake's guard

with his left hand, and with a terrible blow, put in with his

right, levelled his adversary. All betters, but no takers, in fa

vour of Molineaux.

Seventh. Blake's game was not yet extinct, and he rallied

with considerable spirit, and some good blows were ex

changed ; but who fell from weakness.

Eighth.-Molineaux , determined to finish the contest, went

in with uncommon fury ; Blake endeavoured to retreat from

the violent efforts of his opponent ; but was compelled to

rally, and who put in a good blow upon the cheek of his op

ponent. Molineaux returned with a tremendous hit upon

Blake's head, that completely took all recollection out ofhim ;

the effects of which he did not recover from so as to be ready

to time, when Molineaux was proclaimed the conqueror.

In the above battle the amateurs were completely

astonished at the improvement exhibited by MOLI

NEAUX,andthe punishment he dealt outwas so trulytre

mendous, and his strength and bottom so superior, that

he was deemed a proper match for the Champion, Tom

CRIBB; in consequence of which, a match was made

for twohundred guineas a-side, anda subscription-purse

ofone hundred was to be given to the winner. It was

now the jealousy commenced, and the aspiring ambi

tion of MOLINEAUX to obtain the Championship of

England, excited considerable anxiety and interest in

the sporting world; the honour of the country was at

stake, and, it is supposed, that no boxerever entered the

ring with so many wishes for his success as Tom Cribb."

It was on DECEMBER 18, 1810, at Copthorn, a few

miles north-west of East Grinstead, Sussex, that

TOM CRIBB, in vanquishing his BRAVE OPPONENT,

MOLINEAUX, addedfresh laurels to the CHAMPION

SHIP, and honour to his country.
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MOLINEAUX, notwithstanding his defeat, felt that

he was entitled to another chance, and accordingly sent

the following challenge in three days after the above

battle:
100 13 1.

To Mr. THOMAS CRIBB.

St. Martin's Street, Leicester-square,

December 21 , 1810.

SIR,

Myfriendsthink that had the weather on last Tuesday,

the day upon which I contended with you, not been so unfa

vourable, I should have won the battle ; I therefore challenge

you to a second meeting, at any time within two months, for

such a sum as those gentlemen who place confidence in me,

may be pleased to arrange.

As it is possible that this letter may meet the public eye, I

cannot omit the opportunity of expressing a confident hope

that the circumstance of my being a different colour to that

of the people amongst whom I have sought protection, will not

in any way operate to my prejudice.

I am, SIR,

Your most obedient humble Servant,

T. MOLINEAUX.

Witness, J. SCHOLfield.

Since the defeat ofMOLINEAUX, a young man ofthe

name of Rimmer, a native ofLancashire, about twenty

two years ofage, and who had distinguished himself in

two or three battles in his own county, was matched

against the competitor of the Champion, for one hun

dred guineas, under the auspices of Gregson. Moulsey

Hurst was the scene of action, in a twenty-five feet

roped ring, on May 21 , 1811. MOLINEAUX was se

conded by his friend Richmond, and Bill Gibbons his

bottle-holder ; Rimmer was attended by Powers and

Jones. Three to one in favour of MOLINEAUX.

ནི་ སྒྲ

First round. Two minutes had elapsed in sparring, when

Rimmer hit right and left ; but his distances were badly judged,

and they proved of no effect, and got away-resuming a spar

ring attitude, when Molineaux put in a left-handed blow with
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great violence on his opponent's neck, was returned

very slightly by Rimmer, who fell upon receiving this blow.

Molineaux the favourite, four to one, and Rim.ner exhibited

the first display of claret.

Second. Rimmer hit right and left , made some play, and

got away, but his distance was erroneous : Molineaux, on the

look- out, made some excellent stops in a desperate rally

which took place, but they both disengaged. Another rally

immediately commenced, and here the Black's tremendous

powers were witnessed, he punished Rimmer in all directions,

and knocked him down finally by blows right and left, with

uncommon celerity and science.

Third. Molineaux now appeared confident that he was at

home, from the success of the last round, and viewed his

adversary with a supercilious grin, sparred low, as if

treating Rimmer with contempt, and waited, as before, till

his opponent made play, when the Black hit away, and

followed them up so hard and fast that Rimmer, it appeared,

went to the ground from a wishto avoid the punishment of his

opponent.

Fourth.-The head of Rimmer was now completely pinked,

and, from his manner, seemed at fault, from a severe blow he

had received in the last round on the temple. Molineaux

put in several severe hits, right and left, over his guard,

when Rimmer instantly fell, as if shot. Molineaux was

quite a hero, and punished his opponent with considerable

ease and effect. Eight to one Molineaux was the conqueror.

Fifth.- Rimmer greatly distressed, and in making a hit fell.

Sixth.-Rimmer judged his distances very incorrectly, and

fell from weakness.

"

Seventh.-Rimmer in this round appeared to the greatest

advantage, and had the best of it,--he put in a good blow

with his left hand, and rallied courageously-several good

hits were exchanged, when Rimmer fell over his opponent's

legs .

➖➖
Ninth. Rimmer strained every nerve to change the state

ofthe battle, hit his adversary away in their rallying, and,

in closing, threw Molineaux .

Tenth.-Rimmer's spirited conduct made Molineaux quite

ferocious, who went in desperately, and was intemperate

enough to make play, but pursuing Rimmer, and punishing

him to all parts of the ring, at length levelled him.

Eleventh.-Rimmer showed himself entitled to the appel,

lation of a game pugilist . Several good blows were ex

3 E
VOL. I
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changed ; but Rimmer appeared to have a very incorrect

idea of distance , and seemed impressed with the severity of

his opponent's hits by holding his head down, which received

several blows, when he fell ,

Twelfth.-Rimmer was losing the battle fast, and hit his

adversary's body without effect.-Passion now was upper

most with him, and he ran in after the Lancashire method,

lifting Molineaux by the thighs of his legs, and throwing him

down. Some murmurs broke forth of " Foul ! Fair !" &c.

Thirteenth. - Rimmer hit his antagonist over the mouth,

but was thrown by him.

Fourteenth.-Rimmer rallied and closed, when each tried

to show his superior strength, but both fell in the attempt,

owing to a Lancashire touch of Rimmer,

Fifteenth. It was all up with Rimmer, who retreated to

every part of the ring, followed closely by Molineaux, who

put in a dreadful stomacher, which floored him. A scene

now took placewhich beggared all description ; during the time

Rimmer lay prostrate on the ground, the ring was broken,

owing, it is said, from the antipathy felt against a man of

colour proving the conqueror :-if it were so, the illiberal were

disappointed by this manœuvre, as those who had taken the

odds gained nothing by the event. Rimmer was completely

exhausted, almost in a state of insensibility. It would have

been a fine subject for the pencil of Hogarth to have delinea

ted. Corinthians and Costermongers in rude contact ; Johnny

Raws and first-rate Swells jostling each other ; PUGILISTS and

Novices, alljawing, and threatening, but no hearing. The con

fusion was beyond every thing ; sticks and whips at work in all

directions, ten thousand people in one rude commotion, and

those persons in the interior of this vast assemblage suffering

from their attempts to extricate themselves from so perilous

and unpleasant a situation. Twenty minutes elapsed in this

chaotic manner, till the Champion of England, assisted by

some brave followers, once more formed something like a ring.

By the rules of fighting, if either of the combatants leave the

ring, he is considered to have lost the battle. Molineaux

and Rimmer again set-to, but it proved a short-lived ad

vantage to the latter, notwithstanding extraordinary exer

tions were made to renovate Rimmer, and make him

stand upon his legs, but it was all in vain. During six more

rounds Rimmer was so severely punished, that he was unable

to stand up, when he acknowledged that he had re

ceived enough!

* ( * , *)
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From the above and other battles MOLINEAUX had

given such tremendous specimens of milling, that since

the defeat of Rimmer no other pugilist, it should

seem, possessed temerity enough to call the man of

colour to the field, till he once more entered the lists

with the CHAMPION of England, at a place called

ThistletonGap, in the county of Leicester, on Septem.

ber 28, 1811 , and was again vanquished ; but in a

much shorterspace of time, the contest continuing only

nineteen minutes and a few seconds!

- The joy experienced upon the above occasion by

the flash side cannot be described-and, considering

all the disadvantages under which MOLINEAUX fought

this battle, he performed wonders. It is not meant to

be urged that MOLINEAUX had not fair play through

out thefight in the ring- it is well known that he had

but the Black had to contend against a prejudiced

multitude ; the pugilistic honour of the country was at

stake, and the attempts of MOLINEAUX were viewed

with jealousy, envy, and disgust : the national laurels

to be borne away by a foreigner-the mere idea to an

English breast was afflicting, and the reality could not

be endured :-that it should seem, the spectators were

ready to exclaim

*

"Forbid it, heaven-forbid it, man !"

It was from this sort of impression, which operated

upon the feelings of the auditors, that MOLINEAUX

had more to fear than even the mighty prowess of

his brave opponent- the applause and cheering were

decidedly upon the part of the CHAMPION ; in fact,

the man ofcolour received, generally, a very different

sort of reception, occasioned, we apprehend, from the

extreme anxiety manifested by the friends of Cribb for

ALA I
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the safety of his honour and renown ; nor are these

observations tended to detract one single jot from his

well-merited laurels ; but an impartial statement of a

contest like the above, supersedes every other con

sideration. It would be absurd to remark, that

MOLINEAUX underwent any thing like a regular

training ; but, on the contrary, he indulged himself

to excess-without a patron, he had to range from town

to town, to support himself by exhibitions of sparring,

and entering into all the glorious confusion oflarks and

sprees that might present themselves ; while, in opposi

tion to such a line of conduct, how far different was it

with the CHAMPION, placed under the immediate direc

tion of Captain Barclay, and secluded from the world,

at the estate of that Gentleman, his stamina became

invigorated tothe finest tone possible, his mind cheerful

and independent, and feeling a confidence that every

chance was in favour of his success. MOLINEAUX, in

spite of his alleged ferocity, laboured under consider

able depression ; wherever he went, he was unpopular ;

which circumstance was considerably heightened

upon his public appearance to face his antagonist.

His constitution was by no means so good as in the

former contest : but his efforts were tremendous and

terrible, and for the first few rounds of the battle the

flash side experienced great palpitation. Much more

need not be observed than upwards of eighteen months

elapsed (March 31 , 1813) before MOLINEAUX met

with a competitor, (in Carter,) though he had publicly

challenged all England ; but which contest did not

take place, owing, it it said, from Richmond's arrest

ing MOLINEAUX.

曩
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1

Itappears that MOLINEAUX is never behind-hand

for a brush, and always ready to set-to whenever called

upon, which was witnessed in his turn-up with Power ;

the cause of which has been variously related . The

latter, having been dealt with by Richmond not in a way

satisfactory to his feelings, had publicly declared

vengeance against the man ofcolour ; and on meeting

with MOLINEAUX, at the house of Richmond, from

some reflections on complexion, which appeared too

pointed at the Moor, they immediately stripped, and

decided the affair of honour in the street . It was a

most irregular contest, and impossible to be described

withany degree of accuracy ; but the science of Power

was visible, and he milled the nob of the Black in good

style, and got away ; yet still MOLINEAUX was too

heavy for him , and upon closing in the crowd science

proved but of little advantage. At times they both

fell ; and after seventeen minutes of considerable con

fusion this row ended : the friends of Power inter

fered, deeming it advisable that he should no longer

contend with so powerful a man as MOLINEAUX.

Power'sgallantry,notwithstanding an eye-lid ratherput

out ofshape, and a lip damaged, would not permit him

to break off an appointment that he had previously

made of accompanying four ladies to the theatre,

and whither this Hero of the Fist repaired, with the

most perfect sang-froid, to enjoy the company of the

fair sex, and the attractions of the stage.

MOLINEAUX, at all events, must rank high as a

scientific pugilist ; and it is said , that if he could

receive punishment equal to the manner in which he

serves it out, it would be almost impossible for any
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"
one to stand long against him. In height, about five

feet nine inches ; weighing between 13 and 14 stone;

twenty-eight years of age; inferior to none in point of

courage and bottom ; and considered a most excellent

two-handed fighter. Full of fight, he exchanges hits

with great alertness, and stops with considerable dex

terity. Remarkably civil and unassuming in his de

meanour, considering his want of education, MOLI

NEAUX has rendered himself to the Fancy, if not a

decided favourite, at least an object of considerable at

traction . To Richmond he is most undoubtedly

indebted for a considerable portion of that superior

pugilistic science which he possesses .
( 1 "

The following paragraph having appeared in the

Leicester paper of Feb. 3, 1813-" Jay, the pugilist,

has challenged MOLINEAUX to fight at any notice ; but

Blackee remains both deafand dumb to this challenge,

as he did to Cribb's immediate acceptance ofa vaunting

challenge to him. The Champion promises him a

love-dressing for his bounces, if he could be prevailed

on to come to London."

To which MOLINEAUX thus replied-" I, the said

MOLINEAUX, do declare, that I never received any

challenge but through the medium of your print, but

I am ready to fight him at any place, within the county

of Leicester, for a sum not exceeding £200, if ac

cepted within one month of the above date. In oppo

sition to that part of the paragraph which relates to

Cribb, I declare that I sent him a challenge within two

months, but I have received no answer ; my friends

being mentioned in the challenge, who would back me
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to any amount; and that I have never received any

challenge from Cribb 'since Ilast fought him.- L

NB. Letters left at the Post-Office, Leicester, will

be duly attended.

5. i

207

**** The mark of

tos.

Ax

V
THO. MOLINEAUX.

MOLINEAUX is also a good wrestler, and displayed

great activity and powers, at the last Exeter meeting,

July 27, 1812, where he entered himselffor the public

prize of Ten Guineas, but received a dreadful fall

trom John Snow, ofMoreton.

1 .

量

CHARLES DIXON.

From recording the deeds of the athletic and power

ful, whose strength and stamina have rendered them

of such interesting notoriety, we are, for a short

space, called upon to descant on pugilistic objects of

less importance, though notwithstanding their efforts

might be deemed Heroism in Miniature.

Dixon, whose weight was not above eight stone

and a half, was as good a pugilist as ever exhibited

in the lists of honour, his bottom was unquestionable,

and his style of fighting not unlike that of Tom Bel

cher.

DIXON's first public set- io was on Feb. 8th, 1806,

at Sendon Heath, near Virginia Water, with Charles

O'Shaugnessy, a man considered so superior in every

繁
respect, that the bets were ten to one in his favour ;

butthe skill and courage displayed by DIXON was

ofsuch peculiar excellence as to call forth the praises
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of the most distinguished amateurs and experienced

pugilists. The Game Chicken, who was a spectator of

this combat, offered a great bet, that Dixon's body

was not so large as his thigh, as a proof of his diminu

tive stature. The fight was truly severe, and had

Charles not consented to have had his eyes lanced,

which were completely closed up, he must have lost

the battle ; but on this experiment being performed,

he soon rendered the efforts of O'Shaugnessy unavail

ing, and was pronounced the conqueror.

In June, 1807, he entered the lists with Lennox, at

Moulsey Hurst, and after a sharp conflict, Dixon beat

his antagonist ; in the July following, on the 28th,

at the same place, he also disposed of one Groam.

DIXON, on Feb. 9, 1808, at Highgate Common,

had the temerity to fight with a man of the name of

Smith, nearly two stone heavier than himself, and he

felt flattered that his knowledge of the science would

enable him to come through the piece with success ;

but the superior strength of Smith gained him the

battle, by his throwing Dixon repeatedly, who could

not recover from the severe effects of such heavy

falls.

Soon afterwards, in 1808, at Wilsdon Green, he

again had the courage to meet a man, even heavier

than Smith, of the name of Green, and lost in a simi

lar manner. DIXON fought both these battles against

the advice of his friends ; and it is only fair to state,

that he contended for the honour of victory till

Nature was completely exhausted .

In the same year, inthe month ofNovember, DIXON

fought with one Harris, a soldier. The battle con
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tinued for two hours : and, in consequence of the beha

viour of George Rhodes, who seconded Harris, and

finding that his man was dead beaten, endeavoured

to persuade the umpires that DIXON had given a foul

blow, who, however, declared otherwise. Rhodes, the

next day, arrested the stake-holder for the sum he

held on his account, and thus was Dixon deprived of

the fruits ofhis conquest.

At Wilsdon Green, April 12th, 1801 , DIXON was

to have fought Brannam, for a subscription purse of

twenty guineas, and a great number of persons were

assembled to witness the conflict ; but it having been

whispered that DIXON intended to play booty, and

that it was only to be a sham fight, which was per

ceived in the course of two rounds, as planting and

stopping were the order of the day ; and after half an

hour's complete humbugging, Brannam retired from

the ring. The amateurs, conceiving themselves im

posed upon, decided that neither of them should have

any ofthe money, as a lesson in future.

VOL. I.

DIXON, to recover his reputation, entered the ring

on May 31st, 1801 , at Moulsey Hurst, and, after a most

determined contest of nearly an hour, was compelled

tosurrender to the superiority andgameness ofBallard :

but DIXON, not feeling satisfied , had another set-to in

the following November, at Old Oak Common, on

the 15th, when Ballard again proved the conqueror.

This was the last battle he fought : and it is pain

ful to state, that, notwithstanding his game, he did

not possess courage enough to be correct in his deport

ment through life ; and the Recorder of London was

3 F
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compelled to send him to try the effects of another

climate.

CHARLES BRANNAM,

Commenced pugilist at an early period of life, when he

was only 14 years of age, and was the terror to most

ofthe growing young men in the parish of St. James,

Westminster: and at that age fought a man ofthe name

ofDavies, for a guinea, in St George's Row, Padding

ton, which he won, after a well-contested battle of

thirty-five minutes. The advantage of strength was so

much against him, that, till within the last ten minutes

of the battle , he appeared to have no chance ofsuccess ;

but having reduced his opponent's strength down to

his own level, BRANNAM's Science caused himto prove

the victor.

In less than six months after CHARLES had been

placed out as an apprentice to a Carpenter, he entered

the lists with a man ofthe name ofJohn Redding, bet

ter known by the appellation of Jack in the Green.

It was a truly severe contest, and BRANNAM was

knocked down nine times in succession, which had

nearly terminated the fight ; and from the superior

strength of Redding, which was so convincing to every

one present, BRANNAM's friends insisted he should

no longer continue a battle, where there was no pro

bability of success ; but he was deaf to their remon

strances, and soon afterwards gave his opponent two

such tremendous hits on the nob, that nearly deprived

Jack inthe Green of his senses : from this unexpected
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circumstance BRANNAM now took the lead, and the

bets immediately changed in his favour ; when, after an

hour and five minutes, BRANNAM was declared the

conqueror : but so determined had been the heroes,

that scarcely an original feature in either of them

could be recognised . It was for two guineas, and

considered the best battle that he ever fought. About.

eight months after this severe contest, BRANNAM, se

conded by the elder Belcher, fought a tinman, of the

name of Thompson, who was attended by Tom Blake,

neartheQueen's Head and Artichoke, for two guineas :

in the course of twenty minutes the tinman was com

pletely satisfied .

At this period, BRANNAM, according to his weight,

was looked upon scarcely to have his superior, when

Jem Belcher matched George Humphries against him

for five guineas, but Humphries was the heaviest man

bytwo stone, and the odds were two to one in his favour.

Thebattle took place in Harper's Fields, near the New

Cut, on Monday, January 8, 1807, in the presence of

some thousands. After a severe conflict of fifteen

minutes, BRANNAM was proclaimed conqueror, leav

ing Humphries on the ground almost lifeless. Pad

dington Jones seconded Humphries, and Bill Ryan

attended BRANNAM.

It was not long after this battle, that BRANNAM, in

returning from an ironmonger's shop, in Piccadilly,

with several locks in his hand, accidentally touched

against afille-de-joie, who was escorted by a gallant son

ofMars : it appears that BRANNam begged pardon for

the supposed offence, but this grenadier ofthe Guards,

sans cérémonie, gave BRANNAM so severe afacer, that
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madehim instantly bite thedust, and the locks flew about

in all directions . A gentleman, passing at the time,

observing the violent conduct of the grenadier, imme

diately insisted on his name, and what company he be

longed to, that he might obtain redress from his officers ;

but BRANNAM begged he would not interfere, decla

ring thathe wouldsoon mill the swaddy for his favour:

still the gentleman thought he had better complain to

his officers, than attempt to fight a man every way so

much his superior . A small ring being formed, they

set-to, and in the course ofthe first round BRANNAM

so nobbed the soldier that his face was covered with

blood, and who felt so satisfied, that he declared he

would fight no more ; but some of his comrades pass

ing, and feeling ashamed that a mere boy should beat

one of their regiment, made him continue the battle for

a quarter of an hour longer, when he was completely

blind. BRANNAM received a guinea from the gen

tleman for his bravery, and who accompanied him

home to his master, to prevent his getting into

trouble.

On the 6th of September, 1808, BRANNAM entered

the lists with a bottom man of the name of Renny, for

ten guineas, at Wilsdon Green . Renny had fought

numerous battles in his time, but never entered the ring

for a prize ; yet still the odds were laid thick upon him.

In the first round BRANNAM showed himself off in

such good style, and his science appearing superior,

his friends backed him with spirit ; Renny tried to

bore in upon his opponent, and dispose of him with

quickness and facility, but BRANNAM, being aware of

his intention, stopped Renny's hits with great adroit
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ness, and made some excellent returns, one of which

he planted so severely on the head of his adversary, as

to break a finger. This accident made a material

alteration in the battle ; the odds were now seven to

four on Renny, who took the lead for the next quarter

ofan hour ; but, notwithstanding BRANNAM's disaster,

he maintained the contest with the greatest resolution

for nearly two hours, when he was declared the victor,

after having nearly killed his opponent, who was a

truly game article. Paddington Jones and Tom Blake

were seconds to BRANNAM, and Jem Belcher and Dick

Hall supported Renny.

3

It appears that Jem Belcher was so disappointed in

BRANNAM's beating Humphries and Renny, that he

felt determined to try another subject for him, and

accordingly selected one Brook, a brick-maker, and

backed him for ten guineas, which battle was to have

taken place on the 4th of October, 1808, on Finchley

Common ; but some peace-officers appeared, and

showed their authority, to which they prudently bowed,

and journeyed onwards to Barnet Common, where, a

ring being formed , BRANNAM and Brook immediately

set-to ; but, after thirty-five minutes of good milling,

the Mayor of Barnet and his officers compelled them

to desist, which left this contest in doubt.

BRANNAM now entered the ring with a scientific

boxer, Jack Eldridge, for ten guineas, at Wilsdon

Green, on March 2, 1809. The true art of boxing

was here displayed on both sides, and the amateurs

and spectators were well satisfied with their efforts ;

but, after sixteen minutes had elapsed, BRANNAM gave

his opponent so tremendous a cross-buttock, that his



378 BOXIANA ; or,

neck was nearly broken ; and Eldridge reluctantly

gave in!

BRANNAM, like other pugilists, whom Fortune had

smiled on for a long time, was now doomed to meet

a reverse of luck, by meeting with Ballard, a pupil of

the veteran Caleb Baldwin, on Highgate Common, on

January 1 , 1810. The battle was fought with great

spirit for forty-five minutes, when BRANNAM's hands

refusing to do their office, he was necessitated to ac

knowledge that he was conquered.

JOHN FOSBROOK,

Although not publicly known in the Metropolis, is a

boxer of considerable provincial reputation, and a

native of Burton-upon-Trent, in Staffordshire, in

height five feet eight inches, and weighing twelvestone ;

and considered equal to any pugilist of that weight in

the kingdom. He occasionally visits the Metropolis,

but has not been matched with any professed Metro

politan bruiser, although he has received considerable

instruction from the Hero of Paddington, and in the

prime ofyouth, being only twenty-three years of age.

At Burton-upon-Trent he has milled some of the

primest fighters, and particularly one Geery, a navi

gator, with whom he maintained a most severe conflict

for upwards of three quarters of an hour, when Geery

was very glad to cry for quarter.

FOSBROOK also beat a man of the name ofMarriott

twice, who was considerably heavier and stronger than

himself, in Cheshire, which added fresh laurels to his

character in that part of the country.
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In Paddington Fields, one Watts challenged Fos.

BROOK for ten guineas ; but he was soon glad to give

it in. Tom Jones seconded his friend upon this occa

sion.

After a desperate conflict of fifty-eight minutes,

FOSBROOK beat a hero of the name of Gantliff, in

Cheshire and conquered one Jack Heaps, a boxer

of much celebrity, in Staffordshire, after an hour's

decent milling.

During the short time FosBROOK was engaged at

the Copper Mills, at Rickmansworth, he was violently

attacked by three navigators and a woman ; but by

considerable judgment and courage he soon made the

navigators repent their conduct, and retreat from his

punishment, when he found no difficulty in persuading

the lady to follow their example !

At Shaffnel, in Staffordshire, he vanquished one

Tom Cocktwice, who was thought to have considerable

pretensions to boxing.

TOM BLAKE :

(Otherwise denominated Toм TOUGH .)

Among the numerous pugilistic heroes, whose valo

rous deeds claim the recording pages of BOXIANA, the

name of BLAKE deserves most honourable mention .

Hiscombats have not only been numerous but uniformly.

good ; remarkably dexterous and scientific upon all

occasions ; and possessing a bottom ofthe finest quality.

Tom Tough was a tremendous competitor to all those

who had the temerity to enter the lists with him :
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and it must not be passed over, that the greatest

CHIEFS of the present period found it of the utmost

difficulty to make him pronounce the word ENOUGH !

In his contest with Holmes, BLAKE proved himself

Tough indeed-it was truly termed a slaughtering

conflict, which will be perceived in the recital :—in

his battle with Tom Cribb, his science and courage

were so truly excellent, that no odds were offered for

nearly twenty minutes, and an hour had elapsed before

BLAKE evinced distress. In the fight with Molineaux,

though upwards of forty years of age, it still appeared

that the fight was not taken out of him, and he proved

a considerable teaser to the Black, before he was dis

posed of.

At Wilsdon Green, on January 30, 1804, for a

subscription purse of twenty guineas, Toм BLAKE

entered the ring with a Coachman of the name of

Jack Holmes, known in the fighting world as a bit of

stuffthat might be depended upon ; but notwithstand

ing this high character, the odds were in favour of

BLAKE, six to four, on their stripping.

First round.-Coachee gave his opponent a severe hit upon

the near side, which shook his equilibrium, and pursuing this

advantage, planted a severe blow with his left hand, that

brought Blake down. The bets turned instantly, and Holmes

became the object of attraction , six to four.
7
From the second to the eleventh round ,-Manliness and

heroism were the prominent features upon both sides ; closing

was out of the question, and shifting seemed totally beneath

their courageous hearts; no pulling or hauling was resorted

to, but hitting and returning were followed up with great

spirit, and neither fell down without a knock-down blow.

Holmes being levelled successively the last three rounds, the

odds were now four to one against him.

Twelfth.--Blake, on setting-to, immediately knocked his

antagonist down.
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success.

Thirteenth. Blake repeated this blow with the same

Fourteenth to the Seventeenth. -The combatants were

completely upon equal terms during these rounds , which were

most courageously contested.

Nineteenth. Both on the alert , and for a short time it was

impossible to distinguish which evinced the most bravery; at

length the advantage appeared on the side of Blake. The

spectators applauded loudly their manly efforts.

From the Twentieth to the Twenty-sixth--Was one con

tinued scene of hardihood and valour, and the odds continu

ed varying alternately. Never was applause more liberally

and disinterestedly bestowed upon any pugilists, their exer

tions were far above the usual display of boxers. Blake's

side was like a raw piece of beef, from the severe punishment

he had received from Holmes ; but yet the odds were con

siderably in Tom's favour.

Twenty-eighth.- Blake was nearly losing his nose this

round, from a most tremendous blow which Holmes planted

upon it, that fairly turned him round from its force ; Tom

instantly returned a severe hit upon the Coachman's side,

but fell from his own blow. Three to one in favour of Holmes.

Twenty-ninth. In the last fall , Blake had sprained his

knee so severely that he was quite lame, and could scarcely

move his foot from the earth without suffering considerable

pain. His seconds wished him not to proceed, and his friends

endeavoured to enforce it ; but Tom insisted on continuing

the battle, and patiently waited for his antagonist setting-to,

when he threw out his left hand and levelled him. Still the

odds were much against him .

From the Thirtieth to the Thirty-fourth-Blake's firmness

was manifest, and he waited for the attack of his opponent.

Thirty-fifth.-Tom now appeared in better spirits, and

somewhat recovered from his lameness, and praised, during

this round, the courage of his adversary, but wished him to

understand that he would be beaten. Odds in favour of

Blake.

Forty-first. Tom was knocked

Holmes had the best ofthis round.

ted till the

Forty-eighth. When it would have appeared to a stranger

like the first round, from the severity of the punishment

which was dealt out upon both sides. Poor Holmes's face

was now rendered perfectly unintelligible, not a single feature

VOL. 1. 3 G

down in a rally, and

The battle was protrac
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could be traced ; and the side of Blake was terrifying to

The odds were in favour of Tom.view.

Holmes levelled his antagonist with considerForty-ninth.

able dexterity.

Fiftieth to the last.-Blake, being aware that Holmes was on

the decline, showed great alertness, and planted a severe

hit upon the Coachman, which the spectators thought must

prove a finisher, but in this they were much disappointed,

as Holmes rallied, and made a desperate attempt to gain the

round, in which he succeeded . The Coachman, reluctant to

pronounce the unpleasant sound of defeat, protracted the

battle to the sixtieth round, when, completely exhausted, he

was forced to yield. So much real bottom , manliness, and

dexterity, had not been frequently witnessed before, that

Holmes raised his character, considerably in the opinion of

the sporting world.

But, alas ! poor BLAKE, the tough pugilist of his

day, whose strength was once the terror of his enemies,

and to whom a blow was ofnoavail , is now debilitated,

from a paralytic stroke, and nearly deprived of the

use of his limbs.

JACK WARR,

(Son ofthelate veteran Pugilist ofthat Name.)

FROM the renowned exploits of his father, who had

so often contended in the field of glory with success

and fame, great expectations were formed upon the

pretensions of JACK to the pugilistic art. Under the

tuition ofso experienced a professor of boxing as Bill

Warr, whose theoretical and practical acquirements,

aided by considerable experience, and whose pupils

had reflected such credit upon so great a master--a boy

of his own rearing it was considered must prove the

very acme of perfection ; and that he might burst
*
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upon the world with splendour and sound pedigree, he

made his debut in a contest with Tom Belcher ; and

although fortune did not crown his efforts with the

smiles of victory, he gave such proofs of excellence

and science, as to render him an object of attention , to

the amateur, and brought no discredit upon the stock

from whence he sprang.

JACK WARR entered the lists with Quirk, for one

hundred guineas, on June 5th, 1806, at Padnal Corner,

Epping Forest. Gulley seconded WARR, and Elias

Spray attended upon Quirk :-the odds were in favour

ofWARR, seven to four.

First round.-Considerable sparring, but both apparently

shy, when at length Quirk gave the first hit, which was neatly

returned by Warr, and both the blows made some impression.

Warr fell from a slip. Even betting.

Second.-Manoeuvring and sparring, both anxious to im

prove the opportunity ; Warr made a hit, but his distance

proving incorrect, rendered it of no effect, when Quirk put

in a good blow, and followed it up by another ; they closed,

and fell.

Third. In this round the science ofWarr was conspicuous ;

he gave his opponent two severe facers right and left, and

likewise planted two successful hits on his body. Quirk

made several attempts, but none of his blows told ; they clo

sed, and fell. The odds rose two to one on Warr.

Fourth. Warr rose with great gaiety, and endeavoured

to plant a blow upon his antagonist's head, which was neatly.

warded off by Quirk ; but Warr, notwithstanding, put in a

tremendous hit with his left hand on Quirk's throat, over his

guard, whichfloored him.

Fifth.-Warr, elated with success, broke through Quirk's

guard, and put in his blows, in a scientific manner, so rapidly

and effectively, that his antagonist seemed in a state of

stupor. Warr was now looked upon to be winning the

battle so fast, that ten to one was offered ; and considerable

odds were sported that Quirk did not last five minutes longer.
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Sixth. The head of Quirk was much swelled , and Warr

seemed somewhat exhausted from his exertions ; but never

theless he hit over his opponent's guard, which Quirkstopped

with considerable science, although he received a severe

bodyblow. Quirk, rather enraged , seized hold of Warr, who

fell on his knees.

Seventh. -Rallying most determined was the order ofthis

round, milling more than science was conspicuous- Warr

gained by the rally, and in closing they both went to the

ground extremely weak.

Eighth.-A most terrible round- courage, science, and

bottom appeared equally on both sides-Warr tried his fa

vourite left-handed blow ; Quirk parried-a rally then com

menced, andthey stood up heroically to each other, exchanging

hits, till they nearly appeared to be deprived of all motion

or power to lift up their arms. The advantage was on the

side of Quirk, and Warr fell much exhausted .

Ninth.-Warr, on setting-to, tried his left hand again,

when another good rally took place. Quirk now appeared to

have increased in strength, and gaining the advantage.

Teath. The appearance of both the combatants visibly

portrayed the severe effects of each other's punishment.—

This round was nobly contested , and might be said to decide

the fate of the battle. Warr, still partial to his left-handed

hit, tried to use it with success ; but Quirk being now well

aware of his intention, not only parried it off skilfully, but

planted a dreadful blow under the ear of Warr with his left

hand, which levelled him instantly ; the effects of which were

so severe upon his frame, that he lay for a few seconds utterly

incapable ofmoving.

Eleventh. The exhausted state of both the combatants

now claimed the commiseration ofthe spectators- neither of

them appeared capable of giving a hit ;however, they closed,

and Warr fell, as if dead.

Twelfth.- Warr made a desperate effort to regain his im

portance in the fight, and put forth all his strength to rally,

but it proved of no avail, and after some slight hits were ex

changed, he fell. Quirk was now looked upon as the winning

man, and the odds were four to one in his favour.

Thirteenth. The time being expired , (half a minute, ) and

Warr not being able to face his antagonist, Quirk was pro

nounced the conqueror.

It was the most resolute battle for the time it con

tinued, eighteen minutes, and reflected considerable
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credit upon both combatants. The defeat of WARR

was considered principally owing to his spirit and

confidence of victory, which prompted him to exert

himselftoo much at the commencement of the fight,

but he was nevertheless not so much punished as his

adversary. Quirkobtained the advantage by his bottom

and superiority of strength, which enabled him to

make his blows tell longer than WARR's; but, in

point ofscience, the latter was much the best.

*

A butcher, with whom JACK WARR had some time

previous an accidental turn-up, meeting with our

hero at a public-house, in Oxendon-street, in Decem

ber, 1806, claimed the superiority of manhood, but

JACK, disdaining the charge with some indignation,

instantly challenged him on the spot for any sum that

he could muster ; but the blunt not being at hand, the

butcher declared he would fight him for a belly-full ;

and WARR, to preserve his character as a pugilist, ac

cepted the offer without hesitation , making sure of a

triumphant contest. Thebutcher was a bit ofa glutton,

and although not scientific, yet possessing some requi

sites that tend to bring a novice, at times, through the

piece, threw WARR, with considerable dexterity, and

repeatedly, and followed up this system with spirit.

Warr suffered so dreadfully from the severe effects of

the falls, that, in the course of twenty minutes, he was

so much beaten as to be conveyed home. The science

ofWARR was conspicuous throughout the fight ; and

could he have prevented his antagonist from closing on

him, the butcher would have had to tell another story:

--but such is the fortune of war!

VOL. I. 3 H
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4.1 .

TOM CRIBB,

it. toj !

First known in the Pugilistic Hemisphere by the Appellation

16

OF

"The Black Diamond !”

But who rose rapidly by his Scientific Pursuits, to the

proud and enviable Title of

* 17 * 1.7 Ji

THE CHAMPION OF ENGLAND,

45311. ios E 1.01 .

and

,,、 { {! "(!?2

In whose Hands it now remains, August, 1821 .

Bogu whoqe

.:+)

/

ཙཱི ཝཱ ཝཱ

"To gild refined gold, to paint the lily,

To throw a perfume on the violet,

To smooth the ice, or add another hue

Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light
t

To seek the beauteous eye of heav'n to garnish,

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess."
.

estitoo hedon

"

· "}

R

SINCE the days of the renowned FIGG, when the

Venetian Gondolier threatened, on his arrival in Lon

don, to tear the CHAMPION'S CAP from the British

brow, (but who was soon convinced of his error, ) it has

been transferred quietly, at various times, and without

murmurs, from the nob of one native to another,

whose merit entitled him to its possession-but, that

a FOREIGNER should ever again have the temerity

to put in a claim, even for the mere contention of

obtaining the prize, much more for the honour of

1

7
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wearing it, or bearing it away from GREAT BRITAIN,

such an idea, however distant, never intruded itselfinto

the breasts of Englishmen, and reminds us, in a more

extended point of view, of the animating passage in

the works of our immortal bard, so truly congenial

with the native characteristic spirit ofthe country :

" England never did nor never shall

Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror."

i

7:525

But the towering and restless ambition of Moli

NEAUX induced him to quit his home and country,

and erect his hostilestandard among the British heroes,

The man of colour dared the most formidable of her

chiefs to the chance of war ; when it was reserved for

the subject ofthis memoir to chastise the bold intruder,

in protecting the national practice and honour ofthe

country, his own character from contempt and dis

grace, and the whole race of English pugilists from ri

dicule and derision. ... if
f

***.

Tom was born on July 8th, 1781 , at Hanham, a

township and chapelry in the parish of Bitton, hun

dred of Langley and Swineshead, Gloucester, on the

borders of Somerset, situate about five miles from

Bristol, and it is rather a disputed point to which of the

counties that are contiguous to Hanham this spot be

longs ; therefore, whether the honour ofgiving birth to

the CHAMPION OF ENGLAND appertains to Glouces

tershire orSomersetshire remains at present undecided.

CHIBBleft his native home at a very early period,

and arrived in the Metropolis, when he was no more

than thirteen years old, to follow the occupation of a

bell-hanger, under the guidance of a relative ; but the
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confined situation of hanging bells not exactly meeting

his ideas, and being a strong athletic youth, he pre

ferred an out-door calling, and commenced porter at

the wharfs, during which time he met with two acci

dents that had nearly deprived him of existence- in

stepping from one coal barge to another, he fell between

them, and got jammed in a dreadful manner ; and in

carrying a very heavy package of oranges, weighing

nearly 500 lbs. weight, he slipped down upon his back,

and the load fell upon his chest, which occasioned him

to spit blood for several days afterwards. By the

excellence of his constitution, he was soon enabled to

recover his strength from those severe accidents ; and

aided bythe invigorating air of the ocean, upon which,

we learn, he had the honour of serving against the

enemies of his country, that fine stamina and hardi

hood got improved for which the name of CRIBB, at

the present period, stands almost unrivalled.

" Withthe perception ofa General-thefortitude ofa

Hero and the science of a thorough-bred Professor,

TOM CRIBB has been enabled to obtain his numerous

achievements ; and no pugilist whatever entered a ring

with more confidence in himself, upon all those trying

occasions, than the present CHAMPION OF ENGLAND ;

his style of fighting (milling on the retreat ) has been

somewhat disliked by several amateurs, as savouring

more ofpolicy than manliness ; but this objection loses

all its weight when put in comparison with his gameor

gluttony exhibited in every one of his conquests ; and

it must be observed, that he has had no triflers to

combat with no apologies for boxers-but every one

;
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who has entered the lists with him, has possessed

considerable pretensions to pugilism, and most ofthem

are of that inordinate appetite, that they must have

been not only perfectly satisfied, but forcibly convinced

of his superiority, ere they could have been induced to

pronounce that word, so painful to issue fromthe lips

ofbrave men-ENOUGH !

The names of his brave competitors render any fur

ther comment upon that head unnecessary :

GEORGE MADDOX, Jem Belcher, (twice)

HORTON,

BOB GREGSON,

MOLINEAUX, (twice)

TOM BLAKE,

* IKEY PIG,

RICHMOND,
↓

1

11

AND NICHOLS ; *

but our love of impartiality compels us to state, that,

notwithstanding the superlative excellence of the

CHAMPION OF ENGLAND, he has, in more than one

instance, been considered indebted to good fortune in

being pronounced the victor : on the principle of

being faithful reporters, ' we should " nothing ex

tenuate, or set down dught in malice ; but speak of one"

-of whom every anecdote must prove highly inte

resting, and acceptable to the Fancy in general :

31 * In every circumstance in which the public are interested,

any thing like deception ought to be avoided, and the friends

of the CHAMPION acted injudiciously in withholding the name

of Nichols, who defeated CRIBB, from the list ofnames which

are placed under his whole-length likeness--it is calculated

to mislead, and give importance to a circumstance, by endea

vouring to obscure that fact, which it otherwise would not

deserve. It was during the noviciate of CRIBB, and by no

means reflected any discredit upon his conduct.
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in the first contest with Jem Belcher, before the

strength of Jem's right hand had left him, the battle

was saved to CRIBB by the following manœuvre

of Bill Warr-the odds were five to one on Belcher,

and while Gulley, who seconded Jem, wasoffering the

above odds to Warr, at the conclusion of a round,

when CRIBB had received so severe a blow that he

could not come to time, Warr, on accepting the bet,

insisted that the money should be posted, and by

this stratagem gained more than a minute, sufficient

time for such a glutton as CRIBB perfectly to recover

in. And in the nineteenth round with Molineaux, when

the Moor had seized CRIBB so fast that he could not
Moor h

extricate himself from his grasp, and which was

only effected by some persons breaking nto the ring

to separate the combatants, during which one of the

fingers ofMolineaux either got broke or much injured,

whensoonafterwardsCRIBB fell inso exhausted a state

from the severe fibbing whichhe had received, that the

limited time had expired before he was able to renew

the contest, and Sir Thomas Appreece, one of the

umpires, cried out, " time ! time!" but his second,

Richmond, not noticing the circumstance, CRIBB re

covered and won the battle.

3-53

瘦

راد

**

From the placid demeanour of the CHAMPION, it

appears he was never engaged in many skirmishes ; and

the_contests in which he has proved so conspicuous,

have taken place on the principles of professed boxing,

and in some measure peculiar to himself: if then, he

may be termed a slow fighter, he is generally account

ed a sure hitter; his skill and judgment are good; his

T
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wind of the first quality ; and supported with a

bottom spirit never excelled . With such sound pugi

listic pretensions, it cannot appear surprising that he

has milled his way to fame and honour; and lest any

more in this place might prove ill-timed or superflu

ous, his actions will best speak for themselves, and we

shall commence with his first public set-to with that

veteran of fistic glory,

"

George Maddox, on Wood Green, near Highgate,

January 7th, 1805, for which see page 210. In this

contest, CRIBB, being a stranger, had to contend

against much ill usage and unfair treatment,

**

** ko st

On February 15th, 1805, CRIBBentered the listwith

Tom Blake, for a subscription purse of forty guineas,

on Blackheath. Richmond and Joe Norton were

seconds to the former, and the latter was attended

by Dick Hall and Webb. Both the combatants under

went training for a month ; and betting was even, but

CRIBB rather the favourite. It proved a most excellent

contest, and Blake was not conquered without great

difficulty and exertion, and continued upwards of an

hour. From the scientific display of CRIBB in this

battle, he began to claim considerable attention among

the amateurs.
AAAA

Ikey Pig, a heavier and stronger man than CRIBB,

contended with him for a subscription-purse of forty

guineas, on Blackheath , on May 21st, 1805. Pad

dington Jones seconded CRIBB, and the Jew had for

his attendant Bill Wood. Ikey made good use of his

strength, and levelled his opponent several times ; but

CRIBB'S caution, bottom, and science proved too muchti

M
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for the Jew, who gave in, much to the regret and loss

of his followers.

At Blackwater, for a subscription-purse of twenty

five guineas, July 20th, 1805, CRIBB was defeated by

Nichols. See page 196. 11

Colour or persuasion made no odds to Tom, and he

now entered the ring with Richmond, for a match of

twenty-fiveguineas, on October 8th, 1805, at Hailsham,

in Sussex. The solidity of the deportment ofthe one,

and the singular movements ofthe other, created much

sport ; and in fact it could scarcely be called a fight ;

and was considered an unequal match ; although an

hour and half elapsed before victory was declared in

favour ofCRIBB, who was little, if any, the worse for

the contest.

CRIBB was now getting fast into notice, a pugilist

of rare pretensions, and Captain Barclay, who per

ceivedthose hitherto hidden qualities in him, took Toм

into training, and matched him, for two hundred gui

neas, with Jem Belcher, which took place at Moulsey

Hurst, onthe8th of April, 1807, in a twenty-feet roped

ring. Gulley and Watson were the seconds to Belcher,

and CRIBB was attended by Bill Warr and Richmond

-Odds six to four on Jem.

First round.-Considerable science was displayed by both

the combatants upon setting-to, when Belcher planted two

hits right and left upon the head and body of his opponent,

which were returned slightly by Cribb, who rallied and

closed, and was thrown by Belcher.

-

彤

Second. Belcher put in two severe blows upon Cribb's

head and body, when the latter returned a hit, but slipped

down upon his hands in attempting to follow it up. Cribb

showed the first blood.
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Third. Several severe blows were exchanged , when Cribb

threw Belcher, who planted a heavy body blow while in the

act offalling. This round rather in favour of Cribb.

Fourth.-Cribb displayed good science in warding off two

blows of Belcher's, when they closed and fell.

-
Fifth. Belcher, with his right hand, put in a dreadful blow

on Cribb's left eye, and in closing hit his opponent twice in

the body, and threw him. Five to two on Belcher.

Sixth. Cribb began to show symptoms of weakness : Bel

cher put in a hit, warding off which caused Cribb to fall.
i

Seventh . Belcher's punishment was now visible on the

body of Cribb, who endeavoured to put in two blows, which

were parried by Belcher, and Jem returned both right and

left with great dexterity, and rallied his man to the ropes,

when Cribb clung to them, and fell much fatigued ; Belcher

also went down on his knees, but seemed in good spirits.

Three to one on Jem. Di

Eighth. The blood flowed profusely from Cribb ; hitting

and retreating neatly ; when they closed, and both went

down.

Ninth. Belcher hit his adversary right and left, but only

the latter told, when Jem fell. b

---

Tenth.-Belcher commenced this round with great spirit,

and gave Cribb some severe blows, without letting him have

a chance, following and rallying his opponent to the ropes,

when Cribb, appearing quite fatigued, fell. The odds now

rose four to one on Belcher. [**

Eleventh. Belcher planted two hits, which Cribb skilfully

warded off, but Belcher was so rapid in closing upon his an

tagonist, that they both went down.

Twelfth. A small change was now making its appearance

between the combatants : Cribb seemed rather gaining his

strength, while Belcher appeared rather distressed ; when

Cribb rallied successfully, planted a hit under Belcher's per

fect eye, closed, and threw him..

Thirteenth. Belcher, in all his contests, never showed .

himself to greater advantage than in this round , his skill was

of the finest order, and only equalled by his courage ; in

closing, Belcher threw Cribb. *7

Fourteenth. Both on the alert, and " eager for the fray."

Belcher hit right and left, which were parried by Cribb,

who returned two blows in the body ; when they closed and

fell. Still four to one on Belcher.

VOL. I. 3 I

1
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Fifteenth. Belcher, full of gaiety, rallied Cribb to the

extremity of the ring, and in struggling put an end to the

round.

Sixteenth . Cribb now convinced the spectators that he

possessed considerable more science than they were aware

of, and stopped Belcher's blows with great skill . The

Knowing- Ones were, at this period of the battle, rather at a

stand-still with regard to sporting their money- Cribb, it was

certain, by his appearance, had received severe punishment,

but not enough to satisfy any thing like his gluttony ; and

Belcher's stamina had been considered on the decline pre

vious to this contest, and it was apprehended that he could

nor last long.
21

Seventeenth - Belcher, still confident, rallied his adversary,

who fell from fatigue. Two to one on Belcher.

Eighteenth.- Belcher put in some dreadful blows in the

body, and a terrible thrust in the throat of his opponent,

and followed him up with such spirit and rapidity, that

Cribb fell violently, and quite exhausted, and to all appear

ance as if he would not be able to come again in time. It

was in this round that Belcher sprained his wrist, and was

deprived of nearly the use of his right hand afterwards.

Five to one on Belcher. all i

Nineteenth.-Belcher slipped in making play.

Twentieth. The combatants closed and fell.

Twenty-first.--Cribb planted two blows on his opponent's

head, who slipped in returning them. It was now per

ceived that Belcher proved incorrect in his distances, and

that several of his blows were thrown away, from the bad

state of his eye.

"

400 15 40 12

Twenty-third. Belcher, full of gaiety, put in a good hit,

and threw Cribb a cross-buttock.

Twenty-fourth.- Cribb the most conspicuous in the round,

when they closed and fell.

F

Twenty-fifth.- Cribb put in a tremendous blow, and in

attempting to follow it up, Belcher shifted , and Cribb ran

himself down: a little disapprobation expressed, but the

generality exclaimed , " Fair ! fair !"

Twenty-sixth. The constitution of Belcher was now'

giving way, his strength was not able to resist the heavy pu

nishment of Cribb, who hit Jem from him , and gave him

leveller. Cribb upon this became the favourite.

Twenty-seventh.-A well-contested round, and, notwith- `

a
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standing Belcher gave Cribb a cross-buttock, it was consi

dered in favour ofthe latter.

Twenty-eighth.-Belcher made a hit, which was warded

off by his opponent and returned, when they closed and

fell.

-

Twenty-ninth. Without hesitation Cribb closed, and

from his uncommon strength threw Belcher over the ropes.

Thirtieth. Both exchanged a blow, when, with a

very weak hit, Belcher went down. Five to two on

Cribb.

Thirty-first.-A good round, without any particular advan

tage to either ; though Cribb put in the most blows, yet

Belcher gave his adversary a violent fall..

Thirty-second.- Both closed and fell.

Thirty-third.--Belcher, quite game, endeavoured to make

the best of it, but Cribb rallied and threw him.

50 *(*
Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth.- In all these

rounds Cribb maintained the superiority.

Thirty-seventh.-Belcher had scarcely any strength left to

stand, and his brave opponent was not in a much better

state ; and from this period to the Fortieth it was little better

than mere hugging, blows they could not be called, from

the exhausted state of both the combatants, and they fell in

an irregular manner.

Forty-first and last.- Thirty-five minutes had now elapsed,

and Cribb, proving the strongest man, put in two weak blows,

and rallied, when Belcher, quite exhausted , fell upon the

ropes, and gave up the contest.

From the above victory, CRIBB rose rapidly into

fame-his real qualities were hitherto unknown, and

he had been viewed principally as a glutton of the

first class, with a bottom unimpeached ; but now his

pretensions unfolded themselves, and the amateurs

were completely surprised at his display and improve

ment in the SCIENCE his distances were well judged,

and he stopped with great dexterity and neatness : and

had he proved a quicker hitter, the contest might have

sooner been decided .

16.

CRIBB was now challenged by Horton (who had



396 BOXIANA ; OR , i

11.

beaten the Champion's brother) for one hundred gui

peas. Horton had signalised himself in the vicinity of

Bristol, and had improved considerably under the tui

tion ofthe Game Chicken ; but in this contest, which

took place on May 10th, 1808, Tom CRIBB very soon

took the conceit out of him ; and upon setting-to the

odds were five to four on the Champion.

Considerable interest had been excited in the Sport

ing World, on a comparison of the pugilistic qualities

ofGregson and CRIBB, when a match, in consequence,

was made between those celebrated heroes ofthe fist,

and decided at Moulsey Hurst, in a thirty-feet roped

ring, on October 25, 1808. Gulley and Bill Gibbons

seconded CRIBB ; and Jem Belcher and Richmond at

tended upon Gregson. Five to four onthe CHAMPION,

i

.n

First round. After some trifling sparring, Gregson at

tempted to plant the first blow with his left hand, but proving

too short, it was ineffectual, and Cribb hit over his adversa

ry's shoulder, when they closed, and in falling Gregson was

the uppermost.
8

Second. Cribb, full of activity, put in two body hits, right

and left ; when Gregson endeavoured to return the compli

ment, but Cribb dexterously avoided it by shifting, and put

in a severe blow on the right side of Gregson's face with his

left hand, which made the claret flow most profusely, and

never ceased during the fight. Gregson, full of impetuosity,

made some desperate attacks on Cribb's neck , which, if they

had not been prevented from taking effect, in all probability

would have terminated the contest : Cribb rallied and Greg

son was thrown. Two to one on the Champion.

Third. Gregson, full of spirit, rallied, and planted a most

tremendous hit under the ear of Cribb, who retreated accor

ding to his favourite mode of fighting; Gregson, incau

tiously following him, suffered that severe punishment termed

milling on the retreat, receiving a heavy blow on the right

side of his face from every retreating step of his opponent ;

but still the game of Gregson kept following close, till he

fell quite stunned. WIL aat ) .) •
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Fourth.Cribb went down in making play.

Fifth. Gregson showed himself in this round to consider

able advantage ; his distance was well measured , and he put

in a hit so terrific upon the temple of Cribb, that he was

completely abroad, and to all appearance destitute of recol

lection ; and, had Gregson followed up this chance, the

battle must have been his own-instead of sparring, he

should have kept hitting, while his opponent was retreating

to the ropes to put an end to the round, and who had to

sustain a severe rally before that circumstance was accom

plished, which was effected by Cribb's being knocked off his

feet.

-
Sixth . The appearance of Cribb's head was truly shock

ing, and Gregson's face was one stream of blood ; they ral

lied, and after exchanging hits to a stand still, Cribb was

thrown by Gregson.

Seventh. Gregson's distances were badly judged, and

Cribb hit his opponent so dreadfully over his bleeding mouth

that made him nearly frantic ; when they closed, and Cribb

received a cross-buttock. Two to one on Cribb.

Eighth. Gregson appeared rather distressed, and Cribb

milling away on the retreat with considerable success from

Gregson's intemperate and injudicious mode offollowing him,

who received such severe blows on his face, that he fell on

his knees and was helped up. Three to one on Cribb.

Ninth.-Cribb kept the lead, and after a few hits, they

both went on their knees, when a sort of hug took place,

and they both went down quite exhausted.

Tenth. The wind of both the combatants appeared dis

tressed ; when they closed and fell .

Eleventh.-Greater courage was never displayed upon any

occasion than by both the combatants ; Gregson attempted a

most dreadful blow, but his distance was incorrect, and it

failed ; however, he rallied, and planted two severe hits on

the head and body of his opponent ; Cribb seemed in a state

ofstupor, when Gregson threw him. Seven to four on , Cribb.

Twelfth.-Words cannot convey any idea of the horrid

appearance of the combatants' faces-but, notwithstanding,

they stood in the most determined manner exchanging blows,

when Gregson went down more from fatigue than the strength

ofthe blow.

1

Thirteenth .-Every exertion was made on both sides

to gain the superiority-Cribb was now fast recovering his

wind and strength ; and Gregson suffering his passion to get

the better of him .
177 20



398 ¡ BOXIANA ; OR,

Fifteenth.- Cribb punishing his opponent in first-rate

style, when Gregson fell from its severe effects.

Sixteenth. Gregson put in a blow on Cribb's head, which

brought him down instantly.

Nineteenth.- Nature seemed quite exhausted in both the

combatants-their blows were mere attempts to strike, and

ofno effect.

Twentieth.- Game versus bottom- Cribb full of heroism,

and Gregson no ways destitute of valour-it was truly

astonishing to witness what a pitch of courage human nature

can arrive at, and, anxious of victory, the combatants

seemed to forget their state, went in furiously, and both fell

as if intoxicated. 3 !

.b

Twenty-second.-On meeting, a rally took place, and

strength favouring Gregson, he fairly bored down Cribb,

when the odds shifted so much, and such was the general

feeling, that ten to one was offered Cribb could not come

again.
Ho
me

*

Twenty-third.--Never were pugilists so completely worn

out, and Cribb, on setting-to, had merely strength enough

to put in two feeble hits and closed in wrestling, Cribb had

the good fortune to throw his antagonist, who fell with

such uncommon force as nearly to deprive him of motion.

Gregson was raised and placed on his second's knee, but the

time had expired before he was able to come again ; in

sequence of which Cribb was declared the victor. It was

not only the most fortunate, if not the most unexpected event

in his life ; for, upon hearing the news he fell, and remained

in an exhausted state for a short period.

con

79 Richmond, who it appeared had offended CRIBB,

was, immediately after his recovery, challenged for

fifty guineas, to be decided instantly, but his friends

would not suffer such a proceeding to take place .

Jem Belcher, whose conquests had been so truly

distinguished, was so grievously hurt in his mind

by the defeat which he had experienced with CRIBB,

that he was determined to have another trial, for the

recovery ofthat which was so dear to him as a pugilist,

10
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"

Victory and Fame. This memorable conflict took

place on February 1, 1809, on Epsom race-ground,

in a thirty-feet roped ring ; Belcher was seconded by

Mendoza and Clark ; and CRIBB was attended by

JoeWard and Bill Gibbons. Three to one on CRIBB.

4

First. Considerable science was displayed on both sides

for a short time, when Belcher put in two hits, one of which

was warded off by Cribb, but the other took effect on his

body: who instantly returned , which Belcher partially stopped,

and, in closing, Belcher had a light fall.

Second. Cribb, on the alert, made play, and gave his

adversary a blow on the body : Belcher rallied, and, after an

exchange of hits, was thrown.

Third. Belcher full of gaiety, and making use of ex

cellent science, put in two lounging hits right and left,

one of which took a dreadful effect under the left ear of his

opponent, when the blood flowed in torrents. Some good

hits were exchanged , but of no consequence. Cribb again

threw his adversary.

Fourth.-Both the combatants made a grand display of

the perfections of the art of boxing-hitting and stopping

were never seen to greater advantage. In rallying, Belcher

fell somewhat distressed for wind.

Fifth. Belcher hit right and left, but his right hand appear

ed lamed ; when Cribb rallied, and again threw Belcher.

Sixth. Belcher, apparently distressed, retreated to the

ropes to recruit his wind, where Cribb , improving the oppor

tunity, put in some severe blows. Belcher, aware of his

opponent's uncommon strength, hit out, and gave at arm's

length a severe blow under Cribb's ear with his lame hand,

and, unfortunately for the latter, upon the exact spot where

Gregson had so wounded him-torrents of blood flowed from

it ; and in closing Belcher gave Cribb a severe cross -buttock.

Cribb's constitution was considered so good, that the odds

were four to one that he would win.
1. }

Seventh. The science and style of Belcher gave him the

advantage in this round, but he had not stamina to support

his efforts , which operated as a check to betting in his favour.

He rallied, and planted his blows successfully, and, in closing,

Cribb went to the ground, but very lightly.

Eighth. The exertions which Belcher had hitherto made,

appeared now to have injured his wind considerably, and he
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made towards the ropes to recruit it, which Cribb perceiving

followed him, when Belcher made an uncommon effort to

extricate himself from the superior strength of his antagonist

by rallying, and planting a few hits, but they were too feeble

to make any impression on the hardy frame of Cribb : in

closing much hugging took place, and, after some struggling

to obtain the throw, they both went over the ropes.

Ninth. They closed, but were separated by their seconds.

Tenth. It was clearly seen, notwithstanding the courage

and science displayed by Belcher, that his constitution was

too weak for the competitor with which he was engaged,

and that the chance of winning was against him. Cribb had

been acting principally on the defensive till this period ofthe

battle ; but now he changed the scene, went in and

showed his superiority by hitting, stopping, and planting

several successful blows, and finished the round by giving

Belcher a severe fall. All betters as to the event, but no

takers.

Eleventh.- Cribb, full of gaiety, made play, and again

threw his opponent. Belcher was losing fast every round,

both his hands had forsaken their office, and Cribb kept the

lead to the

Nineteenth .-When Belcher convinced the spectators in

what part of him the deficiency rested, and positively fought

against his nature, and stopped most scientifically every hit,

till he could no longer resist the impetuosity of his opponent,

who bored him completely down ; yet Belcher, in spite of

all his infirmities, continued the battle till the

Thirty-first. But it was piteous to view this once renown

ed and brave CHAMPION OF ENGLAND only standing up

to be punished, and that in the most dreadful manner. For

the last ten rounds there was not the smallest shadow of

success-the flesh had separated from his nails, and his

knuckles were so miserably lacerated, as to appear as

with a knife : when, after a contest of forty minutes, the

heroic JEM BELCHER resigned the palm of victory to

CRIBB, never more to enter the field ofhonour.

ifcut

卑

By the above conquest, CRIBB had acquired con

siderable fame and eminence as a first-rate pugilist ;

and his friend Gulley having resigned all pretensions to

prize-milling, the envied title of CHAMPION OF

ENGLAND descended to him, when he was bound
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in honour to protect its noble character from insult

and attack; and how far he has fulfilled that important

charge, the promulgation of his warlike deeds will best

speak for themselves.

·

Much as the fame of the former contests of the

CHAMPION had excited interest in the Sporting World,

they were looked upon as trifling, when compared with

his battle with Molineaux: and even those persons who

had hitherto passed over boxing in general as beneath

their notice, now seemed to take a lively interest in

the issue of this fight. It appeared somewhat as a na

tional concern ; ALL felt for the honour of their coun

try, and were deeply interested in the fate oftheirCham

pion,TCM CRIBB. Molineaux was viewed as a truly

formidable rival : he was by no means deficient either in

point ofstrength, courage, or agility,with his opponent ;

and, though but little known himself, his pedigree had

been traced to be good; his father was never beaten ;

he was a twin-brother ; and the family distinguished

for pugilistic traits of excellence and bottom. In height

Molineaux is about five feet eight and a quarter, weigh

ing fourteen stone two pounds ; while his brave oppo

nent stands five feet ten and a half, and in weight about

fourteen stone three pounds. It appears that CRIBB

expected to win with ease and style ; and Molineaux

threatened to perform wonders : it was also stated bythe

most experienced and best informed upon the subject,

that the betting upon this occasion exceeded any thing

of the kind that had gone before it. Considerable odds

were betted that Molineaux was disposed of in fifteen

minutes, and it was considered safe betting that CRIBB

VOLAI. 3..K
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proved the conqueror in half an hour. The dayselected

for this grand milling exhibition was Dec. 10, 1810,

at Copthall Common, in the neighbourhood of East

Grinstead, Sussex, within 30 miles of the Metropolis..

Notwithstanding the rain came down in torrents, and

the distance from London, the Fancy were not to be

deterred from witnessing the mill, and who waded :

througha clayey road, nearly knee-deep for five miles,

with alacrity and cheerfulness, as if it had been as

smooth as a bowling-green, so great was the curiosity

and interest manifested upon this battle . About twelve

o'clock, Mr. Jackson, with his usual consideration, had

the ring formed at the foot of a hill, (twenty-four feet

roped,) surrounded by the numerous carriages which

had conveyed the spectators thither, to ward off the

chilling breezes and rain which came keenly from the

eastward, Immédiately upon this being completed,

Molineaux came forward, bowed, threw up his hat in

defiance, and retired to strip ; CRIBB immediately fol

lowed, and they were soon brought forward by their

seconds; Gulley and Joe Ward for the CHAMPION,

and Richmond and Jones for Molineaux.

1

14

*

Án gol

First round . The first appearance of the young Roscius

excited not greater attention than the setting-to of the above

pugilists ; the eyes of the spectators were stretched to their ,

utmost, waiting for the first blow, when, after a few seconds

of scientific display, the Moor put in a left-handed hit, but

which did no execution.. Cribb returned, but his distance

was incorrect ; however, he made a good stop, and planted

a blow with his left hand under the eye of his opponent.

A rally now ensued ; a blow was exchanged by each of them,

but of no import, when they closed, and Molineaux was

thrown.

Second. The Moor rallied with a left-handed blow, which

did not tell, when Cribb planted a most tremendous one over
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his adversary's right eye-brow, but which did not have the

effect of knocking him down ; he only staggered a few paces,

followed up by the Champion. Desperation was now the

order ofthe round, and the rally re-commenced with uncom

mon severity, in which Cribb showed the most science , al

though he received a dreadful blow on the mouth that made

his teeth chatter again, and exhibited the first signs of claret.

Four to one on Cribb.

Third.—After a short space, occupied in sparring, Moli

neaux attempted a good blow on Cribb's nob, but the Cham

pion parried it, and returned a right-handed hit under the

Moor's lower rib, when he fell rapidly in the extreme. Still

four to one.

Fourth. On setting-to Molineaux rallied , when the Cham

pion stopped his career by a severe hit in the face, that

levelled him, the ground being wet and slippery.

Fifth. The amateurs were uncommonly interested in this

round, it was a display of such united skill and bottom, that

both the combatants claimed peculiar notice from their ex

traordinary efforts. Molineaux rallied with uncommon forti

tude, but his blows were short. Cribb returned with spirit,

but the Moor knocked them off, and put in a tremendous hit

on the left eye of the Champion. A rally, at half-arm's

length, now followed , which excited the utmost astonishment

from the resoluteness of both the heroes, who hit each other!

away three times, and continued this desperate milling for

half a minute, when Molineaux fell from a feeble blow. The

knowing ones were lost for the moment, and no bets were

offered.

;

Sixth.- The Moor planted a blow upon the nob of the

Champion, who fell from the bad state of the ground.
>

Seventh.-Cribb in a rally gave Molineaux a hit on the

side of his head, when he went down.

Eighth .--Cribb showed himself off in good style, and dealt

out his blows with considerable success and effect, but ex

perienced, from the determined resolution of the Moor, that

he was somewhat mistaken in his ideas of the Black's capa

bilities, who rallied in prime twig, and notwithstanding the

severe left-handed hits which were planted on his nob-the

terrible punishment he had received on his body, directed by

the fine skill and power of the Champion- still he stood up

undismayed, proving that his courage was of no ordinary

nature, in exchanging several of the blows, till he fell almost

in a state of stupor, from the milling his head had undergone.
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This round was equal to any that preceded it, and only diffe

rent in point of duration.

Ninth. The battle had arrived at that doubtful state, and

things seemed not to prove so easy and tractable as was

anticipated, that the betters were rather puzzled to know

how they should proceed with success.
Molineaux gave

such proofs of gluttony, that four to one now made many

tremble who had sported it ; but still there was a ray of hope

remaining, from the senseless state in which the Moor

appeared at the conclusion of the last round. Both the

combatants appeared dreadfully punished ; and Cribb's head

was terribly swelled on the left side ; Molineaux's nob was

also much worse for the fight. On Cribb's displaying weak

ness , theflash side were full of palpitation-it was not looked

for, and operated more severe upon their minds on that

account. Molineaux rallied with a spirit unexpected, bored

in upon Cribb, and by a strong blow through the Champion's

guard, which he planted in his face, brought him down.

It would be futile here to attempt to portray the counte

nances ofthe interested part of the spectators, who appeared,

as it were, panic-struck, and those who were not thoroughly.

acquainted with the game of the Champion, began hastily

to hedge-off; while others, better informed, still placed

their confidence on Cribb, from what they had seen him

hitherto take.

Tenth.- Molineaux now showed symptoms of weakness ;

but yet rallied and bored his opponent to various parts ofthe

ring. Cribb kept knocking him about the nob, but he

seemed to disregard it, and kept close to his man till they

both went down. The Champion now perceived what sort

of a customer he had to deal with, and that to win, judgment

and caution must be resorted to ; he therefore adopted his

favourite and successful system of milling onthe retreat.

Eleventh. The Moor, still partial to rallying, planted se

veral blows, but they appeared rather feeble, and did not have

the desired effect ; but, notwithstanding, he evinced strength

enough to give Cribb a heavy fall.

Twelfth.-Molineaux, immediately on setting-to, com

menced another rally, when the Champion put in a severe

body blow, but the Moor treated it with indifference, and

in return not only milled his head, but in closing threw

him . "

Thirteenth -Molineaux, in boring in upon his adversary,

received a severe facer from him, but who went down from

•



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 405

the force of his own blow. To show the uncertainty ofbet

ting, it is necessary to state, that the odds had changed six

to four on the Moor, to the no small chagrin of those who

had sported their money, that Molineaux would not become

the favourite during the fight.

Fourteenth. The Moor went furiously in, and ran down

Cribb without striking a blow, or without the latter being

able to return one ; however, on disengaging, the Champion

was levelled.

Fifteenth.-Cribb, on setting-to, planted a blow over the

guard of the Moor, which occasioned a most determined

rally, and those persons who were fond of viewing milling,

might now witness it in perfection ; no shifting, but giving

and taking were displayed on both sides, till Molineaux

was knocked down from a severe hit he received in his

throat.

Sixteenth.-Rallying still the most prominent feature, but

Molineaux went down through fatigue ; Cribb appearing

to the best advantage, the odds changed about till they

became even, and that the Champion would win.

Seventeenth. Both the combatants , determined to do their

best, entered most spiritedly into another sharp rally, when

they closed, and Molineaux not only gave Cribb a desperate

fall, but fell upon him. Betting very shy, if any, it appear

ing tobe any body's battle.

Eighteenth. The Champion made play, and planted with

his right hand a severe blow on his opponent's body ; when

Molineaux returned a hit on the Champion's head, who, by

a blow onthe forehead, hit the Moor off his legs, but after

wards fell from the strength of his own blow. Both in an

exhausted state.

――
Nineteenth. To distinguish the combatants by their fea

tures would have been utterly impossible, so dreadfully were

both theirfaces beaten-but their difference of colour supplied

this sort of defect. It was really astonishing to view the

determined manner in which these heroes met-Cribb acting

upon the defensive, and retreating from the blows of his

antagonist, though endeavouring to put in a hit, was got

by Molineaux against the ropes, which were in height about

five feet, and in three rows. Molineaux with both his hands

caught hold of the ropes, and held Cribb in such a singular

way, that he could neither make a hit or fall down : and

while the seconds were discussing the propriety of separating

3 LVOL. I.
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the combatants, which the umpires thought could not be

done till one of the men fell down, about two hundred

persons rushed from the outer to the interior ring, and it

is asserted, that if one of the Moor's fingers was not broken,

it was much injured by some of them attempting to remove

his hand from the ropes : all this time Molineaux was gaining

his wind by laying his head on Cribb's breast, and refusing

to release his victim ; when the Champion, by a desperate

effort to extricate himself from the rude grasp of the Moor,

was at length run down to one corner of the ring, and

Molineaux, having got his head under his arm, fibbed away

most unmercifully, but his strength not being able to the

intent, it otherwise must have proved fatal to Cribb, who

fell from exhaustion, and the severe punishment he had

received. The bets were now decided that Molineaux did

not fight half an hour; that time having expired during

this round.

Twentieth.- Molineaux made the most of himself, and

brought his opponent down by boring and hitting.

Twenty-first.-Cribb planted two blows upon the head

and body of his opponent, which Molineaux returned by

a desperate blow in Cribb's face ; when they closed, and

the Champion was thrown. The well-known bottom ofCribb

induced his friends to back him six to four.

Twenty-second.-Ofno importance.

Twenty-third. The wind of both the combatants appear

ing somewhat damaged, they sparred some time to recruit

it, when Cribb put in a blow on the left eye of Molineaux,

which hitherto had escaped milling. The Moor ran in, gave

Cribb a severe hit on the body, and threw him heavily.

Twenty-fourth.-Molineaux began this round with con

siderable spirit, and some hits were exchanged, when Cribb

was thrown. The betting tolerably even.

Twenty-fifth. The effects ofthe last fall operated in some

degree upon the feelings of Cribb, from its severity ; yet

the Champion endeavoured to remove this impression by

making play, and striving ( as in the former round) to put in

a hit on Molineaux's left eye, but the Moor, aware of the

intent, warded it off, and in return knocked down Cribb.

――――――

Twenty-sixth. Both the combatants trying to recruit their

wind and strength by scientific efforts . The Champion now

endeavoured to hit the right eye of Molineaux, the left having

been darkened for some time ; but the Moor warded off the

blows of Cribb with agility and neatness, although he went

down from a trifling hit.
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Twenty-seventh.-Weakness conspicuous on both sides,

and, after some pulling and hauling, both fell.

Twenty-eighth .- Cribb received a leveller in consequence

of his distance being incorrect.

Twenty-ninth. The Moor was running in with spirit,

but the Champion stopped his career by planting a hit upon

his right eye, and, from its severe effects, he went down,

which materially damaged his peeper. The fate ofthe battle

might be said to be decided by this round.

Thirtieth. If any thing could reflect credit upon the skill

and bottom of Cribb , it was never more manifest than in

this contest, in viewing what a resolute and determined hero

he had to vanquish . Molineaux, in spite of every disadvan

tage, with a courage and ferocity unequalled, rising superior

to exhaustion and fatigue, rallied his adversary with as much

resolution as at the commencement of the fight, his nob defy

ing all the milling it had received, that punishment appeared

to have no decisive effect upon it, and contending nobly with

Cribb right and left, knocking him away by his hits, and

gallantly concluded the round by closing and throwing the

Champion. The Moor was now convinced that, if he did

win, he must do it off hand, as his sight was much im

paired.

--
Thirty-first. The exertion of this last roundoperated

most forcibly upon Molineaux, and he appeared much dis

tressed on quitting his second, and was soon levelled by ablow

in the throat, which Cribb very neatly put in.

Thirty-second. It was almost who should-strength was

fast leaving both the combatants-they staggered against

each other like inebriated men, and fell without exchanging a

blow.

Thirty-third.--To the astonishment of every spectator,

Molineaux rallied with strength enough to bore his man down ;

but both their hits were of more show than effect.

Thirty-fourth. This was the last round that might be

termed fighting, in which Molineaux had materially the

worst of it ; but the battle was continued to the 39th, when

Cribb evidently appeared the best man, and, at its conclusion,

the Moor for the first time, complained that " HE COULD

FIGHT NO MORE !" but his seconds, who viewed the NICETY

OF THE POINT, persuaded him to try the chance of another

round, to which request he acquiesced , when he fell from

weakness, reflecting additional credit on the manhood of his

brave CONQUEROR, TOM CRIBB.
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Great events are generallyjudged ofbycomparison ;

and, however severe the conflict might have been

between Johnson and Big Ben-this battle betwixt

CRIBB and Molineaux was not only more formidable

in its nature, but more ferocious and sanguinary.

FIFTY-FIVE minutes ofunprecedented milling, before

the Moor thought he had had enough!!

If any thing had been wanting to establish the

fame ofCRIBB, the above contest has completely de

cided his just pretensions to the CHAMPIONSHIP

OF ENGLAND. With a coolness and confidence,

almost his own, and with skill andjudgment so truly

rare, that he has beaten his men with more certainty

than any of the professors of the gymnastic art ; he

was called upon to protect the honour of his country,

and the reputation of English Boxing,-a parade of

words, or the pomposity of high-flown diction, is not

necessary to record the circumstance ; however, let it

not be forgotten that TOM CRIBB

HAS DONE THIS :

and let it be remembered also, that, however partial

to his favourite system of milling on the retreat, he

never resorted to its scientific effects till the necessity

of the moment compelled him not to throw away the

chance; and that, for the first ten rounds of this

contest, he was the offensive pugilist, and, notwith

standing his game had always been well known, his

courage in this instance astonished all the spectators,

who expressed their admiration at his being ever

ready at the mark, fighting his man.

་
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It is but candid to admit, fromthe excellent specimen

which Molineaux portrayed in his contest with the

CHAMPION, that the Moor was entitled to another

trial ; and the PLEA on which he grounded his fresh

challenge, “ had not the weather proved so unfavour

able," and trusting that " being ofa different colour

wouldnotoperate to hisprejudice, " wasastrong appeal

to the liberality ofEnglishmen, and could not be passed

over with indifference by CRIBB, who, although he

had publicly declined fighting, accepted this challenge

with alacrity and cheerfulness-in consequence of

which, at Thiselton Gap, in the County of Rutland, a

few miles from Grantham, and contiguous to three

counties, on Saturday, the 28th ofSeptember, 1811, this

ever-memorablecombat took place, whetherOLDENG

LAND should still retain her proud characteristic of

conquering, or that an AMERICAN, and amanofcolour,

should win the honour, wear it, and carry it awayfrom

the shores ofBritain. Never was the sporting world

so much interested, and for twenty miles within theseat

of action not a bed could be obtained on the preceding

night ; and by six o'clock the next morning, hundreds

were in motion to get a good place near the stage, which

even at that early period proved a difficult task. It is

supposed that near 20,000 persons witnessed this tre

mendous mill: and that one-fourth of them were of

the highest mould, including some of the principal

CORINTHIANS of the State. VICTORY proving so

longdoubtful in the former combat, rendered the capa

bilities of the Moor an object of fear and jealousy on

the part ofthe friends ofthe CHAMPION, who viewed

1

ܨ
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him as a rival of the most daring quality, and one not

to be disposed ofwith the common routine ofpunish

ment. They neither of them weighed so much as in

the last fight by a stone ; and Captain Barclay, whose

knowledge of the capability of the human frame ap

pears to be better than most men, took the CHAMPION

under his immediate eye, and trained him upon a sys

tem peculiar to himself, reducing CRIBB from upwards

of sixteen stone, to about thirteen stone six pounds,

yet kept his stamina unimpaired. From such patron

age and protection the bets were three to one on the

CHAMPION, and six to four that he gave the first

knock-down blow.

A few minutes after twelve o'clock, they mounted

the stage (25 feet, ) CRIBB Springing upon it with great

confidence and bowing to the spectators : the applause

exceeding every thing ofthe kind . The Moor followed

and jumped over the railing with considerable spirit,

bowing, and was greeted with tokens of approbation,

though not ofso general a nature. Both the comba

tants looked well ; and Molineaux, for a man ofcolour,

might be termed rather good-looking : but CRIBB ap

peared to have the longest arms. The Moor seemed

disturbed, and walked the stage with hasty steps. On

stripping, the anxiety of the multitude cannot be

described: the combatants were soon brought to the

mark by their seconds, Gulley and Joe Ward for

CRIBB, and Richmond and Bill Gibbons for Molineaux.

First round.--A minute elapsed in sparring, when the

Champion made play right and left, and put in a right

handed blow on the body ofthe Moor, who returned a feeble

hit on his opponent's nob. A rally now commenced, in which
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a few blows were exchanged, and Molineaux received a hit

in his throat, which sent him down, though not considered

clean.

Second . The claret was perceived to issue first from the

mouth of Cribb, upon commencing this round. A most ter

rible rally took place by mutual consent, when the Champion

planted with his right hand a severe body hit, which was

returned on the head by Molineaux with his left flush.

They both fought at half-arm's-length for superiority, and

about six good hits were exchanged, when they closed, and,

in a trial of strength, Cribb was thrown. Five to two on the

Champion.

Third. In the last rally, the right eye of Cribb was almost

darkened; and another now commenced equally as ferocious ,

after sparring to obtain wind, in which it was perceived the

Moor was defective, when the Champion put in a most tre

mendous doubler in the body of Molineaux , and who, not

withstanding he was hit away, to the astonishment of every

one, renewed the rally in so determined a manner, that it crea

ted considerable agitation amongst those persons who had

betted the odds. There was a marked difference in their

method of fighting ; Cribb hit right and left at the head and

body, while the Moor aimed at the nob alone, and with much

judgment planted several dexterous flush hits , that impaired

the eye-sight of Cribb, and his mouth bled considerably. This

rally continued a minute and a half, and , in closing , the Cham

pion received a heavy fall. The superiority of the Moor's

strength was evinced by his grasping the body of Cribb with

one hand, and supporting himself by the other resting on the

stage, and in this situation threw Cribb completely over upon

the stage, by the force of a cross-buttock. To those not flash,

the mere appearance of things was in favour of the Moor ;

but the fortitude ofthe Champion stayed his friends, although

the betting had got down to seven to four.

Fourth.- Molineaux's wind could not be depended upon :

and the head of Cribb was terrific ; and although he was

bleeding from every wound, he smiled with confidence, and

rallied in the first style of manliness. A number of good

blows were exchanged, Cribb milling away at the body, and

Molineaux punishing the head. Cribb went down from a tri

fling blow, and betrayed symptoms of weakness. No varia

tion in the betting.

Fifth.-Molineaux commenced a rally, and the punishment

was truly dreadful on both sides ; but the Moor had the best



412 BOXIANA ; OR,

of it, and the Champion fell from a hit, and received another

in the act of falling, which occasioned some difference of

opinion but the umpires decided it to be correct, as the

hands of Cribb were at liberty. $

Sixth.-Molineaux, from want of wind, lunged right and

left, but gained nothing by it, and stopped with neatness the

right hand of the Champion. Cribb now gave the Moor so

severe a blow in the body with his right hand, that it not

only appeared to roll him up, but seemed as if it had com

pletely knocked the wind out of him, which issued so strong

from his mouth, like smoke from a pipe, that he was literally

gasping for breath. On renewing a rally, he behaved quite

frantic, and seemed bewildered as to the manner in which he

should conduct himself; afraid of his opponent's punishment,

he dared not go in, although wishing so to do, and capered

about, in an extravagant manner, to the derision of Cribb and

the spectators, hit short, and was quite abroad , when the

Champion pursued him round the stage with great success,

and concluded the round by a full-length hit, which laid the

Moor prostrate. Five to one on Cribb.

Seventh.-Molineaux, quite furious, ran in on an intem

perate rally, and gained a trifling advantage ; but Cribb

punished him as severe as can be described, about the neck

and jugular : after the expiration of a minute, the Moor fell

from weakness.

Eighth. Molineaux, still desperate, rallied, but his blows

were too short, when Cribb nobbed him in fine style, and

fibbed him most dreadfully till he fell, the Champion having

got his head under his arm. All betters.

Ninth. It was so evident which way the battle would now

terminate, that it was " Lombard Street to a China Orange"

Cribb was the conqueror. The Moor, in running in, had his

jaw broke, and he fell, as if dead, from a tremendous left

handed blow of the Champion. Molineaux did not come

to his time by full half a minute, but Cribb wished that the

spectators should fully witness his superiority in giving away

this chance, dancing about the stage when he ought to

have been proclaimed the conqueror : and went in again,

knocking him nearly down, and then up again, and levelled

him.

Tenth . It was with the utmost difficulty that Molineaux

could be brought from the knee of his second, and then

it was only to add to the severe milling which he had re
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ceived but the Moor, still game, made a desperate though

unsuccessful effort, and fell from great distress.

Eleventh.-Cribb had given another chance away respecting

time, but the Moor was in a state of stupor, his senses having

been completely milled out of him; and upon receiving a

floorer, he was unable to be got up. Victory was announced

a sort of a Scotch reel by Gulley and Cribb, elated witho

success, followed by tumultuous applausejo naud digit

od) to 12sq t― Such a noise arose to erod
G

As the shrouds make at sea in a stiff tempest

97977 34 21.

bro

!

29

As loud, and to as many tunes. Hats, cloaks,

Doublets, I think, flew up ; and had their faces

Been loose, this day they had been lost . Such|jög st

I never saw before. no odtlosmY

„dovít.of Deď pow2:00 . It með 25 vot, nistqn?T

-It appeared in the above BATTLE, that the Moor

had acquired science equal to the CHAMPION, and was

deemed as good an in-fighter ; remarkably quick and

weighty with his left hand, and who returned on his

opponent's head, whenever he received in the body ;

but no question now remainsconcerning thesuperiority

of the combatants, CRIBB having won a main, and

beat theMoorin nineteen minutes andten seconds, wheu

in the former battle it continued thrice the duration;

whichcan only be accounted for, that CRIBB was too

full offlesh, and not in goodcondition ; and Molineaux

had improved respecting science, but injured his sta

maina, The hardiest frame could not resist the blows

of the CHAMPION; and it is, astonishing the Moor

stood them so long. He was taken out of the ring

senseless, and could not articulate ; and it was thought,

upon the first examination that his jaw-bone and two

ofthis ribs were fractured while, on the contrary,

CRIBBOscarcely received a body blow, but his head

was terribly out ofshaped bolanquo998,2 wollot yab

VOL. I.
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All the towns upon the North road gained conside

rably by this contest, particularly those of Grantham

and Stamford. No interruption was offered to the

mill ; and it is said, that the Corporations of the prin

cipal towns in the North solicited that the battle

might be fought on their own domains ; as did num

bers of the nobility residing in that part of the

i zhword cft :A
country.

*i ;

J

་་

Among the company who witnessed the battle, were

the Marquis of Queensbury, Sir Henry Smith, Lord

Yarmouth, the Hon. Berkeley Craven, Major Mellish,

Captain Barclay, General Grosvenor, Lord Pomfret,

Sir Francis Baynton, Sir Charles Alton, Thomas God

dard, Esq. Mr. Gore, &c. &c. and all the sporting

amateurs and professors in the kingdommen en hannh
b

é

So much interest was felt in Londonconcerning the

issue of this contest, that we cannot pass it over with

out notice--exceeding every thing in the annalsofpugi

lism. On Saturdaynight an immensecrowdassembledin

the front of Richmond'shouse, the Prad and Swimmer,

St. Martin's Street, Leicester-square, to inquire the

particulars, which so completely blocked up the street,

that the house was shut up at an early hour; onthe

next morning they assembled and gained access, and

although some additional rooms were opened, halfthe

people could not be accommodated ; and also Bob's

Chop-house, the Castle, in Holborn, was so crowded:

onthe Sunday evening, thatseveral peace-officers were

obliged to attend to preserve ordergartenfe

!

On the CHAMPION's return home in a barouche and

four horses, decorated with blue ribbons, on the Mon

day following, accompanied byan Amateur ofDistine

"

;
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tion andJoeWard, hewascheered through allthe towns

he passed, after the manner ofan officer bearing des

patches ofa victory, so much was it felt by the people

of England: and upon the approach to his house in

White-lion-street, Seven Dials, the crowd had assem

bled in such numbers as to render it impassable, and

who rewarded this HERO OF THE FIST with loud and

animating plaudits, worthy of the CHAMPION OF

ENGLAND.

.
It was reported thatCRIBB gained £400 by this set-to,

and his patron, Captain Barclay, £10,000 ; and that

a Baker in the Borough sported all his blunt, personal

property, together with the lease of his house, &c.

amounting to £1700, upon the CHAMPION. A curious

bet was also made between two sporting characters, the

winner to getacompletesuit ofclothes, shirt,&c.&c.with

a walking-stick, gloves, and a guinea in his pocket.

Throughthe kind interference ofMr. Jackson, a col

lection of near £50 was made for Molinéaux, who by

no means conducted himself in that sort of waythat a

pugilist ought to have done, who was to fight for £600,

by letting any one préviously knock him about with the

gloves that had any inclination to spar with him.

It should seem that CRIBB was peculiarly indebted

to Capt. Barclay for his excellent condition : having

spent three months previouslyto the battle, at his coun

try-seat in Scotland, living entirely by rules laid down

by the Captain, and adhering to the strictest regimen

and discipline. CRIBB, it appears, would most will

ingly at times have relaxed from this mode of life , had

not his patron pointed out the great advantages result

ing from such training--shewing that the body was in

3
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vigorated by the prescribed means, and that nothing

gross or puffy appertained to it ; whichwas mostclearly

evinced in the CHAMPION, who was rendered light,

firm , and free from complaint. Nothing is more obvious

than by a comparison of the trained man with one who

cannot feel or submit to the utility of it ; the flesh of

the former does not so soon turn black, or become in

flamed with the effect ofblows; while, onthe contrary,

the untrained would become blind fromthe hits, which

the pugilist in good condition would not even show the

marks of. Butnotwithstanding, it is said ofCRIBB, that

he would sooner fight Molineaux any time, than under

go another such a training! diu ndogo yassord

The editor of the Edinburgh Star having "made

some comments upon the CHAMPION, which were

thought ratherirrelevant to his character, weinsert thế

correspondence that passed between them , to render

these memoirs as ample as possible : On Sunday last,

CRIBB, thecelebrated pugilist, arrived at Aberdeen, on

a visit to a gentleman there. He is at present in train

ing at Ury, the seat ofCaptain Barclay, preparatory to

the great battle to be fought with Molineaux, on the

27th of September, near Doncaster. On this match

not less that £50,000 are already betted, and CRIBB

stakes 100 guineas ofhis own money onthe issue . Bet

ting,however, is atpresentequal . Thiscelebratedboxer

is at present the Champion ofEngland, having fought

and gained the following pitched battles, besides mang

casual ones, in which he never was beaten, viz. with

George Maddox, Jan. 1805-Tom Blake, Feb. 1905

-Ikey Pig, May 1805- Richmond, the black, 1805

James Belcher, 1807-Horton, May, 1808… Greyson,

{

L

$
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October 1808 Belcher, 1809-and Molineaux, 1810.

CRIBBis now only thirty years ofage." Here follows

the Editor's comment: When the amount of money

collected for the relief of British prisoners in France,

now suffering for the cause of their country, scarcely:

amountsto £49,000, there is Blush, OBritain ! there

is £50,000 depending upon a boxing match! The

Champion CRIBB's arrival, and on a Sunday, too!ion

a visit to a gentleman ofAberdeen, (we should be glad

to know what kind of a gentleman he is, ) on his way

to Capt. Barclay's seat, where he is to go into train

ing. This must be announced, forsooth, as if he, the

meritorious CRIBB, did honour to the city ofAberdeen

by his presence ! What will the starving manufac

turers of Scotland say when they read this ? Shame !

shame upon it. I to

""

olaron { Lom

From these remarks the CHAMPION felt induced to

address the Editor with the following card : " Mr.

CRIBB presents his respects to the Editor ofthe Edin

burgh Star. Mr. CRIBB saw (with what satisfaction

the Editor may suppose) the paragraph relating to him

in a late paper, and he will take the opportunity of

soon passing through Edinburgh, to make due personal

acknowledgments for the favour done him. Ory,

by Stonehaven, 28th July, 1811.”

?

"y

A

clip

*

The above card was answered by the Editor in his

paper of the 6th of August, in the following words :

"If Mr. CRIBB, by personal acknowledgments, means

any thing in his professional line, as we are not adepts

in the noble science of boxing, we think, it would be

but fair to give us a little time to procure a Champion,

and put him in training ; perhaps, Mr. CRIBB's friend
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at Aberdeen might be induced to superintend his edu

cation."

In consequence of the numerous hard-earned vic

tories ofthe CHAMPION, a splendid dinner was given

at Gregson's Chop-house, by a large party of pugilistic

amateurs : but more especially in honour of his second

triumph over the Moor, whenCRIBB was placed in the

chair ; and his conduct, as president, was unassuming

and pleasant ; receiving the approbation of several

patrons of distinction by whom he was surrounded.

Considerable harmony prevailed, and several excel

lent songs written for the occasion, full of point, were

most rapturously received, particularly one of Bob

Gregson's, (see page 358, ) which was applauded to

the echo, and loudly encored. Milling formed the

most prominent feature of the conversation, but no

practical display ofthe art, to enforce their arguments.

The company did not depart till they unanimously

voted the Champion
Co

A SILVER CUP, valued Fifty Guineas,

as a memorial of the high opinion which the Sporting

World, in particular, held of his uniform courage and

superiority in his pugilistic combats ; also on his being

induced to enter the ring (having positively declined

pugilism in general) on the score of nationality—his

ownindividual fame andtopreventaFOREIGNER

from triumphing over the heroes ofEngland.

The subscriptions for the above purpose proving so

ample, the sum was increased, and a silver cup of

FIGHTY GUINEAS VALUE was presented to the CHAM

PION, at the Castle Tavern, Holborn, on Monday, the

2d of December, 1811 , at a dinner appointed for that
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one of
purpose, Tom CRIBB in the chair, supported by

the most numerous and respectable assemblages of the

Fancy everwitnessed . Afterthe cloth was removed, and

the usual toasts of loyalty had been given, Mr. Emery

(of the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden), who having

been at a previous meeting unanimously voted to pre

sent this Fancy Plate, was now called upon to fulfil the

wishes of the company, when the cup was immediately

produced, the son of Thespis rose, and gave od slow

[ # 15029 % CRIBB— the Champion of England!” staðu

and addressed the chairman to the following purpose:

GTHOMAS CRIBB, I have the honour this day of being

the representative of a numerous and most respectable body

of
Your friends ; and though I am by no means qualified to

attempt the undertaking which has devolved on me by a vote

of the subscribers, yet the cause will, I am confident, prove

a+ sufficient excuse for my want of ability. You are re

quested to accept this cup. as a tribute of respect, for the

uniformr valour and integrity you have shown in your several

combats, but most particularly for the additional proofs of

native skill and manly intrepidity displayed by you in your

memorable battle, when the cause rested not merely

upon individual fame, but for the pugilistic reputation of

your native , country, in contending with a formidable foreign

antagonist. In that combat you gave proof that the inno

vating hand of a foreigner, when lifted against a son of

Britannia, must not only be aided by the strength of a lion,

but the heart also..

las
t

"

The fame you have so well earned has been by manly

and upright conduct; and such conduct, I have no doubt,

will ever mark your very creditable retirement from the

ring, or stage of pugilism. However intoxicated the cup

or its contents may at any future period make you , I am

suthoiently persuaded the gentlemen present, and the sons

果

of John Bull in general, will never consider you have a cup

too much."
he 16D

The cup, filled with wine, having gone round, the

CHAMPION thus briefly addressed his patrons, " Gen

tlemen, for the honour you have done me in present
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ing this cup, I most respectfully beg of you to accept

my warmest thanks,' dator bis zwet9mna tem adt

5.The CHAMPION having omitted to drink the health

of his patrons, Mr. Emery reminded him of his mis

take, at the same time ca didly allowing for the em

barrassing situation of the Chairman, by observing to

the company that the feelings,of the President were

too much overcome by gratitude to think of that

which he had neglected, and also to give utterance to

what he intended to have said upon the occasion ;

which was well received by all present,
b

ソ

*

+

Chaunting then became " the order ofthe day," and

among the toasts and songs given upon this occasion,

considerable originality appeared. Harmony reigned

throughout, and the CHAMPION, impressed with grás

titude to his leading patrons, Sir Henry Smyth, Bart.

Capt. Barclay, Shirlwall Harrison, Esq . &c. &c. drank

their healths with marked animation and respect; and

the CUP, in being put round, upon its arrival into the

hands ofMr. Jackson, Gulley, Gregsoit, and the vete

ran Joe Ward (who acted as Vice) , the company, as a

1 10

4 !

-COMIX GI JEGY

mark of esteem for their past services, loudly cheered

those celebrated heroes of the fist. 1....

.ןוימ

;

V No pugilist ever retired from the ring with such fa

vours heaped upon him as the present CHAMPION, and

the sportingamateurs have vied with each other in pay

ing respect to his milling acquirements, that have been

so often seen, felt, and justly acknowledged ; and,

doubtless, will be long remembered by those persons

(11

•

si banor vived joniz ibIN SHA

-Aselection of which ( with some others ) is introduced at

the end ofthe work.

Se il la nob.978d no7 monod edì not usursl}
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HIMARO
who entered the lists against his conquering arm . He

left the field ofglory covered with honour and renown,

to pass the remainder of his days in tranquillity and

peace, by paying attention to his business, as a coal

merchant-which he for some time assiduously follow

ed, and which he quitted to commenceTavern Keeper,

at the King's Arms, the corner of King-street and

Duke-street, St. James's..

Our sketch of the CHAMPION Would be imperfect

were we not to observe, that in disposition he is placid,

condescending, and obliging, possessing a forbearance

of temper that cannot be more strikingly illustrated

than by the following circumstance, which took place

a few days after the last fight. CRIBB, in passing

through Fore-street, Cripplegate, was most grossly in

sulted by a Jew ofthe name of Simmonds, who, valu

ing himself upon his manhood, and not knowing whom

he was in company with, endeavoured to give our Hero

a prime facer. The CHAMPION, with the utmost

composure, seized hold of this mere apology, (in his

hands,) yet disdaining to inflict that sort of punish

ment which, had he given way to rage, from his well

known strength and science, must in all probability

nearly annihilated this presuming Israelite ; but in

stead of which, he instantly compelled Mordecai to go

before the Lord Mayor to answer for the assault. His

Lordship, on hearing the case, was struck with the

magnanimity displayed by CRIBB on this occasion,

and highly praised him for his manliness of temper,

at the same time reprimanding the Jew severely for

his improper behaviour. He was; however, dischar

ged on paying the costs, to which decision the

VOL. I. 3 N
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bewoner

acquiesced.

CHAMPION, with much good nature, immediately

no. di nois to yourpho bleit od fisf

id to Taimon de0.13 Hips : 376

-[800 $ 25 a no

of

nothus albeg yd .xoog
" t

-mono isto. AN IMPROMPTU, diss

TO CON 1978 9985

On its being said, in allusion to the late bottle, that Molineaux
bis Josh had been " SOLD."

50

& A 98

2 Joonte odra

That in the

C

The BLACK to say, at least is bold,
toolroquined to battle he was sold to doodle qu

bionic If so by Auction for 'tis known, of fon 9W 919 4

59492 (When he was sold, CRIBB knocked him down l

Wile scaled Jonno 18 29.89 le .

iwollohadtyd sdt:

DOILT !

-

VI.
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AN IMPROMPTU,

gn desi 901 1916 aveb wat

Occasioned by the CHAMPION's quittinghis Occupation of Coal

Merchantfor that of Victualler, at the sign of the KING'S
Duome

ARMS. To 900 90110 wes d bailua,

«

Black Diamonds, adieu ! -Tom's now took to the bar, ni

0751 The FANCY to serve with new charms on any od :

1: For a chop or a glass-to mill or to spar,

They'll be at hometo a pegat the Arms !

The lovers of truth, without crime, may here FIB QO

On the pleasures of sporting can sing

Then, ye Swells, give a turn to gallant TOM CRIBB,

That he may ne'er QUIT the Arms of his KING ! Hehi

fit bus damen nesad

8.

"ךינ

Fanghi
Domin

If not possessing the volubility of an orator, the

CHAMPION, in company, is facetious, and endeavours

to render himselfpleasant and sociable to those around

him, with a modest and unassuming deportment.nem

It was under consideration to present an emblemati

cal BELT to the CHAMPION. More need not be ob

served than, in taking leave of this distinguished Pu

gilist, we present our patrons with quizaq no beg

JANOY

JUL

"

1
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AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE

Coat ofArms,

ENGRAVED UPON THE SILVER CUP

Presented to TOM CRIBB,

Designed and executed at the expressed wish of the

Icert
}

Higher Flights of the Fancy,

TAJI

AND GIVEN

As a REMEMBRANCER of their approbation ofthe manly

combats and pugilistic qualities of the ...

CHAMPION ofENGLAND.

ideiw con

THE CREST :

9simsted The Bristol Arms.

In thefirst quarter :

The BRITISH LION is looking down with stern re

gard on the American Flag, half-mast high (in the

fourth quarter ; ) . the , Beaver, symbolic of the latter

country, hiding his head under its folds, alluding to

MOLINEAUX'S DEFEAT.

52.4914.12

TO

HGH) Ketone 40 2343

Vibd0e499 low si a

$ 200
In the second quarter:

58072139

dio on The Combatants are setting-to ; and

zo lerin6 :

*
4 1

beni

****

ertuo , 976

Ben sanoq teilig

In the third quarter i spas

CRIBB is viewed in his coal barge, illustrative of his

trade.
...t

ܐܠ

09813.]

KXX®

9.1

-

PORITO

THE SUPPORTERS
,).

[*

• 11

12
Represent the CHAMPION looking with an eye of com

miseration on his vanquished opponent.

LA PARA 12 #917 10 Inieg

90s 291filery salt asof of ditestotni vino on Fac

Vasan

MOTTO :

( 13

1 .

" And damn'd be him who first cries, Hold! ENOUGH!"

Shakspeare,

10

41



424 BOXIANA; OR,

JOE WARD,
؟،،،،...ܐܐܬ717

FATHER OF THE PRESENT RACE of pugilistS ;

Yeah 1.AT

Being the Oldest Professor (nowliving, October 1821,)

of the Scientific Art of Boxing.

"

With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles come,

And let my liver rather heat with wine,

Than my heart cool with mortifying groans."

Whyshould a man, whose blood is warm within,

Sit like his grandsire cut in alabaster ?

Sleep when he wakes, and creep into the jaundice

By being peevish ?

THE SportingWorldhave not, atthe present moment,

an object of more interesting áttentión respecting the

SCIENCE OF PUGILISM than the above veteran. If

JOE has not personally milled his way to eminence in

the art, which several others have attained, he has ac

quired a distinguished reputation which no other

pugilist possesses, from his long and practical expe

rience in all the VARIOUS SCHOOLS that have flourish

ed and faded during his time; added to which, his

knowledge of the merits of the various professors,

andalso in having acted as the principal second in nearly

all the battles of note which have transpired for the

last fifty years, places JOE WARD in the most attrac

tive point of view. To Amateurs, the company of

JOE is not only interesting to learn the qualities and

pretensions of those men he might feel inclined to back,

butalsototheyoung pugilist, whose inexperience points
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outto him the value of obtaining information, respect

ing the style, manner, and execution of those boxers

who have milled their way to fame and honour, and

also in avoiding those defects which have brought on

ruin, defeat, and even disgrace.

The above veteran was born on the 21st of March,

1751, at Billericay, in Essex, of respectable parents,

who apprenticed our hero to an engraver. JOE'S

seven years were passed in his Majesty's Warren, at

Woolwich, andthe Tower ofLondon, in promulgating

the arms of the King on cannons, guns, &c. and,

in all probability, by being thus surrounded with im

plements of war, his mind imbibed that ardour for the

"use ofarms," which, it appears, through life he has

never been tardy in using, when the necessity of the

moment compelled him to have recourse to their aid.

To this prominent trait in his character several of his

Majesty's subjects can bear ample testimony ; and also

his taste for engraving upon those faces who have claim

ed thefinishing touches of this most striking artist !

About the year 1770, we find JOE entered the lists

with a man of the name of Davis, in Mary-le-bone

Fields, for two guineas-a sort of “ kill devilfellow!”

but who was soon glad to acknowledge the superiority

of WARD, although a mere youth, and inexperienced

in the pugilistic art.

A locksmith, of the name of Morris, a good bottom

man fought with JoE, on Lisson -Green, Paddington,

for ten guineas ; but who, like the former, was glad to
•

cry out enough. WARD upon this occasion was

seconded by Norfolk Harry.

In Harley-fields , Joe was called out by one Sweat

VOL. I. 30
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man,who" hadcrept so much into favour with himself,"

on account of his superior milling qualities, that he

foughtWARD, ten guineas to ten shillings ! when this

conceited man experienced not only the mortification

of losing his blunt, but also received considerable

punishment and the contempt of the spectators for his

presumption.

JOE did not longremain at peace ; he was challenged

by Jack Mowet for ten guineas, and which fight was

decided in the Long Fields. It was a well-contested

battle, but victory was once more decided in favour of

WARD, who was seconded by Bill Gibbons.

On Wimbledon Common a severe battle was fought

between one Reynolds and Joe, which continued for

an hour and nine minutes, and, upon its conclusion,

being considered as a draw, they again contested the

point,

On July 1 , 1788, upon a stage onthe Brighton Race

Course, whenthe superiority ofJOE was evident, who

fought in the most scientific and manly style, to the

complete terror of his antagonist. Reynolds proving

destitute ofgame, shifted , and was soon glad to give in!

WARD, partaking of the sports at Lewes Races, was

challenged by a man ofthe name of Allister, for two

guineas, who was considered one of the best men in

Sussex ; but Allister was so soon disposed of by the

above veteran, that upon his exclaiming, " Is this the

best manyourcounty can boast of?" a fellow instantly

stepped up, known bythe appellation of"Jolly Rags,"

and demanded a set-to, upon which the ring was imme

diately cleared, when Jolly Rags received such a severe

milling in a few minutes, from Joe's potent arm, that
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he wasglad to cry for quarter. Both these battles were

gained before WARD put his clothes on, to the no small

amusement ofthe amateurs and spectators present.

JOE entered the lists at Langley Broom, with one

Townshend, for twenty-five guineas a-side. This was

a good contest ; but the superior science of WARD

again prevailed, when he was declared the conqueror.

Bill Warr was JOE's second .

At Smallborough Green, near Hounslow, a man de

nominated Great Jacobs, challenged WARD, and who

made so certain of winning, that he betted five guineas

to three ; but JOE was not to be intimidated either by

his money or size, and seconded by his friend Bill

Gibbons, he set- to without ceremony, and soon took the

conceit out ofthis vaunting blade.

The sunshine of fortune now for a moment left our

hero, who was beaten in a contest in Hyde Park, with

Jonathan Starling; but whose defeat was occasioned

by his arm being broken, which prevented him from

continuing the fight. Tom Johnson seconded JOE.

WARD, a few years since, fought a man at Kilburn

Wells, known by the title of " Great Joe," the Oxford

Wagoner, from a place called Bestre, in Oxfordshire,

who was a complete terror to the road, not only from

his size and weight (which was nearly 17 stone ,) but

from the notions entertained of his milling qualities .

JOE, notwithstanding the remonstrances of his friends

to the contrary, would fight this Knight of the Whip,

who blustered what he could do-when WARD,

without anyfurther remarks, set-to with " Great Joe,"

and in seven minutes proved, to the no small satisfac

tion of his friends, that Little Joe was the greatest
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man in actions , by punishing all pretensions to milling

completely out of this insolent chaw-bacon. The

veteran, at this period, being nearly sixty years of

age, and his antagonist scarcely thirty. A dinner

being given at Kilburn Wells, on the Monday follow

ing, andWARD acting as the president on the occa

sion, two wagoners having put up at the above inn,

and learning that Joe was up stairs, one of them

insisted upon joining the company, to which the land

lord made no immediate objection, provided he paid

10s . 6d. the price of the dinner ticket : when Johnny

Raw instantly threw down the blunt, and having gain

ed admission, inquired what one of the bowls of negus

upon the table came to, and was informed twelve shil

lings, when heordered another to come in directly, and

now declaredthe purpose of his errand, offering to treat

JOE with a bottle ofwine, for the manlycourage which

he bad displayed in punishing his over-grown fellow

servant, and at the same time declaring the satisfaction

it had given all the travellers and inn-keepers alongthe

Oxford road, who had been continually annoyed from

the insolent attacks of this would-be boxer.

OneTreadaway, a bricklayer, entered the lists with

JOE, at Turnham-Green, but was soon compelled to

acknowledge his scientific superiority, by declaring he

had had quite enough.

WARD being at the White Lion, Paddington, a few

years since, and a trifling skirmish ensuing, a tailor,

of the name of Talbot, who was more officious than

necessary, and possessing rather more money than wit,

annoyed the veteran so much, by interfering, JOE told

him, if he did not remain quiet, "that for a halfpenny,

·
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he would give him a punch on the head. " The pride of

this"ninthpartofaman" instantly took fire, and strut

ting up to our hero, like a crow in a gutter, with a good

deal of bombastic gestures, observed he should like to

catch him at it, and if he would only attempt it, he

would give him a guinea !!! "Give me the money,"

cries the veteran. This simple remnant of tape and

buckram immediately handed the shiner over to JoE,

who directly pocketed the affront, and telling him now

to take care of himself, JOE put in such a tremen

dous hit uponthe empty nob of poor Stitch, that level

led him in a twinkling, where he laid for a considerable

time, stunned, until awakened from his stupor bythe

peals of laughter and contempt ofthe spectators, who

were now drinking red wine at his expense, the veteran

having ordered four bottles of port (giving the waiter

the odd shilling) as a punishment to poor Snip for his

bouncing, and to lament over his folly at his leisure,

that in future he might learn how to dispose of his

guineas on a better suit.

At one ofthefreaks ofthe FANCY, at the late Slender

Billy's, in the renowned dominions of Caleb Baldwin,

where a prime bruin was the sport ofthe day, two great

coal-heavers fell foul of Bill Jackling and his buffer,

and who, whether from fear or some other cause, did

not resent the affront in a way which Joe expected .

The latter instantly remonstrated with Jacklingfor his

want ofspirit : upon which the coal-heavers, sans céré

monie, fell upon JOE-arowcommenced, and our hero,

who had hitherto been afraid of the bear, now found

himselfunder the animal's feet ; which however had no

effect upon his nerves, for, on getting up, hesoon served
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out these customers as they deserved, to the great satis

faction of all present, but particularly to an eminent

sporting wax-chandler, who exclaimed, in the broad

accent peculiar to his country, " Ah, mon ! I always

thought you only a second, but now I find you the best

ofthe firsts!"

In December ( 1812) as JOE was going through Ed

ward-street, Portman-square, a big fellow ran after

him, threatening to give the veteran a hiding ; a gentle

man, who was passing, observed the circumstance, and

knowing JOE in the prime of his life, exclaimed, “ You

rascal , there was a time when you dared not have used

WARD thus !" Upon which this chap made a blow at

JOE, who warded it off, and returned such a tremen

dous hit on the fellow's nob, that he fell downas ifkilled ;

and lay to all appearance, for a considerable time,

without any signs of life, to the great alarm ofthe above

gentleman, who thought the man was actually dead.

The gentleman declared his readiness to all around

him to come forward in case anything serious occurred ;

but, upon the fellow's recovery, he expressed great

satisfaction at the punishment which this hit-a -body

had received and so justly merited.

In fact, it would require a small volume to detail

the anecdotes and laughable skirmishes of our hero, of

whom we are sorry to observe that, a few months since,

in a casual set-to at GREGSON's, he had the misfortune

to break one of his legs : but his good constitution soon

brought him through it.

Enjoying a fine green old age, JoE appears nearly

as active as when in the hey-day of youth, and seconds

with an uncommon degree of agility and attention.
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At the zenith ofhis milling days he was in height about

5 eet 6 inches, weighing eleven stone six pounds ;

but at the present period he is somewhat heavier. As

a pugilist, few, if any, possessed more activity, and his

science, upon all occasions, appeared truly conspicuous.

JOE was looked upon as a manly fighter, and one who

put in his blows remarkably quick, and ever alert in

the fight to improve the chance which presented itself;

turning it ultimately to his advantage and success .

Possessing a lively eye, he seldom let the first round

pass over without drawing the cork of his antagonist,

and soon discovering what sort of a customer he had to

deal with.

In the capacity of a SECOND, he may be said, without

disparagement, to stand first on the list ; and his judg

ment and discrimination in that peculiar respect has

ever been looked upon by the Sporting World with

considerable attention ; and his long practical expe

rience has stamped that opinion current. Much de

pends upon a good second, and very few of the first

rate fighters have any sound pretensions to that cha

racter, in comparison with WARD: to recruit the ex

hausted-to gain wind- to infuse courage-to increase

the offering, chance, &c. the merits ofJoe are so well

known as not to need any further comment. BOXIANA

would not have done his duty in passing them over ; or

in omitting the following illustrative fact :-Hooper,

the tinman, who had often obtained victory under the

care ofJoe, felt so much enraged on learning the ve

teran was to second Tom Owen against him, that Hooper

threatened WARD with a serious mischief, if he per

sisted in so doing. " Never mind," cried our hero,
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" I have often taught you, BILL, how to win ; but

now you shall see that I will teach Owen the way to

beat you !" and which proved the fact. WARD, well

knowing that it almost broke the tinman's heart when

ever he was thrown, instructed Owen (who possessed

more strength than art) how to acquire that qualifica,

tion, but who did not know which way to commence

the operations, until the few lessons that he had re

ceived from Joe, rendered him so expert and perfect,

that he was then enabled to throw his master with ease

and certainty

We now turn aside from the qualifications of the

hero, to view his pretensions as a man of taste ; and in

this, as in several other instances which we have por

trayed, it will be found that all PUGILISTS are not so

completely absorbed by FIGHTING, as to prove indif

ferent to the softer attractions oflife, in passing over

the works ofgenius and art without admiration and

attention. IfJOE cannot boast of a splendid gallery of

pictures, formed of selections from the great foreign

masters, he can sport such a collection of native sub

jects, that, in many instances, must be considered

unique. Portraits of nearly all the Pugilists (many of

them in whole-lengths and attitudes) are to be found,

from the days of FIGG and BROUGHTON down to the

present period ; with a variety of paintings ofseveral

ofthe most celebrated pugilistic encounters that have

transpired, and likenesses of distinguished amateurs ;

among whom are, Captain Barclay, the classic Dr.

Johnson, the Duke of Cumberland (the patron of

BROUGHTON) , Fletcher, Reid, &c. with sporting sub

jects out of number ; in short, a very large room is
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filled from the top to the bottom ; and, as a proof of

WARD's liberality in preserving the Heroes ofthe Fist,

many of whom must have sunk in oblivion, he has had

several painted at his own expense. His parlour is

decorated in a similar manner ; and his partiality for

pictures has gone so far, that even the tap-room con

tains many excellent subjects-such as the Death of

Lord Nelson, Duncan'sVictory, portrait ofBuckhorse,

&c. which would reflect no discredit upon a better

situation ; and it must be confessed, that the FANCY

are much indebted to the exertions of JOE WARD, for

his preservation of the likenesses of so many of their

favourite heroes, and to whom, perhaps, the term may

not be misapplied by observing, that from a retentive

memory, and possessing an intelligent mind, he can

give a sort of new life to those departed pugilists, by

detailing their actions.

The veteran kept the GREEN DRAGON, King-Street,

near Swallow- Street, (until it was pulled down, to make

room for the new street) previous to which the Ama
a .

teurs had an opportunity of verifying what has been

asserted, in viewing

WARD'S CABINET OF THE FANCY!

and where civility and good treatment gave a zest to

the other attractions of the visitor.

3 P
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BILL GIBBONS,

The Ring Maker to the P. C.

In all sports of the FANCY, see BILL take the lead—

When hunting the Badger, or Bull of true breed !

With rum trotting Neddies, for speed or 'gainst time ;

And tykes that will mill with the primest of prime !

To fight, or to second, ' tis to GIBBONS the same—

And a Cove that is flash to the CHANCE ofthegame:

In the ring truly useful-full of spunk at a hunt

And a BOXER that knows the true value of BLUNT ;

Tho' quite partial to milling-but averse to all strife,

Yet down to the TRICKS-and will LIVE all his LIFE!

1

THE Hero now before us, most undoubtedly, must

be considered as the completest FANCIER in the circle,

ifnot one of the oldest blades ofthe FANCY ; and how

ever prominent his milling qualities may appear on the

canvass, yet they operate as mere light and shade to the

other parts of his portrait. Whether he lays any claim

of affinity to the learned historian of that name, who

has treated the world with such a copious knowledge of

the Greeks and Romans, we have not yet been able to

ascertain ; but of this we are assured, that no man has

a better knowledge of the Greeks and Romans ofthe

present day, or deeper read in their conquests, than the



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM , 435

Hero ofthis sketch. ORIGINALITY cannot be denied to

him ; and, in point ofbeingflash, the very echo vibrates

to the truth ofthis assertion . The Marquis ofStafford's

collection of paintings to the most refined connoisseur,

cannot prove a greater source of attraction than the

Sporting Menagerie of BILL GIBBONS, to the Fancier.

BILL may be termed a leading asterisk to the Sporting

World; or, perhaps, more properly speaking, the pen

dulum that keeps a certain part of it in motion,

His levees previous to a mill, a HUNT, race, or a

bait, upon "the inquiring suit,” are numerous beyond

description ; and among whom it may clearly be seen,

that the CLOTHES make only the difference-in wit

nessing the CORINTHIAN drop his dignity to gratify

his penchant; the Gownsman put aside his cloth and

his book to enjoy his favourite pursuit ; and the

SWEEP parting with his scanty pittance of blunt, to

enjoy and participate in a bit of life!

In the caninefancy-BILL's dogs take the lead, and

the stamp of GIBBONS passes them current for

thorough-bred and game. BILL's judgment, in this

respect, has never been questioned ; and his decisions

upon animals paid nearly as much deference to as the

fiat ofa Lord ChiefJustice.

His BULLS that have so repeatedly attracted Johnny

Bull and his numerous family to witness the fun, mer

riment, gaiety, and caricature, which they have pro

duced by their gameness and scientific training-have

rendered the object of this Memoir a character of

considerable notoriety to all those who feel interested

in the Old English Sports, that, at present, we

shall proceed without further prologue, by observing,

L
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2

BILL GIBBONS made his first appearance in this

world, in Lloyd's Court, St. Giles's, on the 28th of

September, 1757, and, at the age of fifteen, was ap

prenticed out to a Coachmaker in the neighbourhood,

BILL, almost from his cradle, was much attached to

animals, and evinced judgment upon their various

shapes and sizes, which indicated the growing Fancier;

and at the age of seventeen, the little money he had

accumulated went to purchase a bull-dog. This

animal proved so great a favourite with BILL,

that he never went any where without being accom

panied by his partner, (as he termed him,) and who

was the instance of making public those pugilistic

qualitieswhich, in all probability, might otherwise have

been obscured from the ring, had not the following

adventure called them forth -In going through War

dour-street, Soho, GIBBONS and his partner came in

contact with a drover and his dog, who startedhisfancy

upon BILL's dog, when the two animals had a fierce

set-to, backed by each of their masters ; but, words

arising between them, BILL and the Drover stripped,

leaving their dogs to fight at one end of the street,

while they occupied the other part of it with a mill.

It proved a most desperate conflict, and, after fighting

for nearly an hour, GIBBONS was not only crowned

with the smiles of victory, but pleased to find that his

dog had also proved the conqueror.

Before his apprenticeship had expired, BILL, with

the consent of his master, commenced business for him

selfat the Gravel Pits.

About the year 1776, GIBBONS was challenged by

oneJack Freegrove, a tailor, at a public-house in Peter
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street, who valued himself on his milling pretensions

by having conquered a baker in a pitched battle in

Hyde Park ; but whatever sharp qualities Freegrove's

needle might have possessed upon the softdough ofthe

baker, BILL soon blunted its effects, and made Free

grove sing out for quarter.

Sam Newton, a well-known fighting post-boy, and

GIBBONS, had a few words at the Blue Posts, Peter

street, Westminster, when they immediately went into

the street to decide this affair of honour, which was

settled post-haste in favour of BILL.

A dispute arising about a sixpence between GIB

BONS and a man called Mendoza, a hackney coachman,

at a house kept by one Green, the corner of Brewer

street, Golden-square, it was determined by both the

combatants, that the above large sum should be placed

in thehands ofMrs. Green, and as neither ofthem were

afraid of a little punishment, they agreed that whoever

proved the best man should have the tizzy . A ring

being made upon the stones, they immediately set-to ;

and after a desperate conflict, victory was decided in

favour of GIBBONS ; who received the sixpence with

as much satisfaction as fifty pounds, now-a -days, ap

pears to create among the milling coves !

In Leicester Fields, BILL sported his canvass, with

one Stewart, a shoemaker, where the cordwainer napt

it in such prime twig, that he soon left GIBBONS in

possession ofthe ring, the triumphant conqueror.

Duringthe timeofFox's election, at Covent Garden,

when Sir Cecil Wray was his opponent―an earthen

ware man, who resided on the above spot, and who had

gained some little notoriety in having fought Hooper
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upon the same stage on which Johnson and Ryan had

contended, now fell in with GIBBONS ; but the earthen

ware man had one consolation on his side, that he had

not far to be taken home after being defeated by BILL.

Afew days after the above rencontre, a Bristol man

attacked GIBBONS nearly on the same spot, and who

also shared the same fate as the man of delf, by ac

knowledging that he was beaten : upon which BILL

left the ground, and went to dine at Green's, in Duke

street, Lincoln's Inn Field, but scarcely had he begun

to eat, when the Bristol man arrived and demanded

another trial, as he was not satisfied . BILL immediately

adjourned to Lincoln's Inn Fields ; and in the course

of two rounds, completely finished the business, and

then returned to his dinner without being any the

worse for this singular set-to.

A man, known by the name of Norfolk Harry, a

bricklayer, and who had distinguished himself in three

or four pitched battles, insulted GIBBONS at the four

corner ground, at the Rising Sun, Lisson Green, and

talked rather largely that he would serve BILL out;

when it was at length agreed between them, that they

should go upon the Green, and fight it out without

seconds, and to pick each other up. A most desperate

engagement ensued, when GIBBONS put in such a

tremendous hit upon Harry's jaw, in the eighth round,

that it was so dreadfully broken as to compel him in

stantly to give in.

•

At theCartand Horses, Bainbridge-street, St.Giles's,

a match had been made between one Hugh Lansdown

and TomMagee, for ten guineas. Magee had crept a

little into notice by beating Atlen the butcher ; but
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he now paid forfeit rather than enter the ring with

Lansdown; who felt so much elated with the circum-,

stance, that he publicly challenged any one present

to fight for a gallon of beer. BILL GIBBONS being

in the house, was not thus to be bounced out of his

reputation, and instantly staked the fourteen pence in

the hands of the landlord, and went to the Long

Fields, where Lansdown got a receipt in full of all

demands from BILL for his vain boasting.

George Lovel, a gipsy, thought he could take the

shine out of GIBBONS, and challenged him soon after

wards to the same spot in the Long Fields. Joe Ward

seconded BILL upon this occasion, who was not long

in making the gipsy repent of his temerity.

In the year 1789, nearly at the close of a hot day,

devoted to the OLD ENGLISH SPORTS, on Kennington

Common,where a Bull, celebrated for his game qualities

at the stake had been exhibited, to the amusement of

some thousands of spectators, and to which place BILL

had repaired with his bull-dog to fight a match against

this rum donnok, and in the event had proved success

ful ; a trifling row commenced, in which GIBBONS

was conspicuous in preventing his brother from being

insulted ; when young Darts, (son of the celebrated

pugilist of that name, so well known in the annals of

boxing, ) wanting to make a fight, publicly challenged

any one for a guinea. JOE WARD instantly made a

bet, and went and fetched GIBBONS from the public

house to enter the ring with him. BILL, notwith

standing he was thus taken by surprise, and rather

fatigued from seconding his dog against the bull, yet,

to prevent JOE's losing his money, without hesita
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tion accepted the challenge, and a regular set-to

commenced. It was a most terrible hard fight-- both

the combatants fought like heroes, and dealt out tre

mendous punishment. An hour having nearly elapsed,

some difference of opinion took place between the two

seconds, who instantly left their men to mill by them

selves, affording the spectators the nouvelle sight of

two fights in one ring. JOE WARD, who seconded

GIBBONS, SOON made the claret fly from his opponent's

nob, which put an end to the battle, by the ring being

broken. In a short time afterwards a new one was

made, and GIBBONS immediately entered it, ready to

finish the contest ; but Darts was now blind, and

the person who held the stakes returned to each of the

betters their money again. The combatants getting

only well milled for their exertions. It was curious to

observe the vast difference of appearance between

Darts and GIBBONS when stripped ; the latter uncom

monly fair and round, while the skin of the former

was a complete dark brown colour, with flesh as close

and as hard as iron, and which seemed to resist every

blow made upon his rough frame.

•

GIBBONS had a severe fight with a disciple of

Vulcan, in Shug-lane, near the Haymarket ; but the

blacksmith's bellows being somewhat damaged from

the hot work in which he had been engaged, acknow

ledged he was defeated.

*
At Ascot-Heath Races, GIBBONS fought a man ,

designated by the title of Whistling Bob, who was

seconded by Big Ben. It was a good fight, and con

tinued for some length of time ; but BILL, under the

care ofJoeWard, was pronounced the conqueror.

1

1

14
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GIBBONS beat one Jack Holder, well known as a

good bottom pugilist ; and he also conquered one

Clox, a coachman , in Tottenham-court-road, near

Cullington's, the Black Horse, who had distinguished

himself from the superior game which he possessed.

BILL, in a bit of a spree, one night, ( in Pall Mall,

in company with some distinguished amateurs, with

whom he had been spending the evening, ) rather jolly

from the juice of the grape, had a turn-up with a

brewer's servant ; but, previous to the set- to, GIBBONS

very carefully hung up his two great coats onthe rails

of a gentleman's house in that neighbourhood, to pre

vent their being injured, and of obtaining the advan

tage ofmore room for the use of his arms. GIBBONS

was not long in disposing of this customer, but on

looking for his upper togs, found they were brushed off';

upon which a well -known amateur, laughing, observed ,

“ that he should have thought BILL would much sooner

havefound FOUR than have lost two coats ;" to which

remark GIBBONS acquiesced, by acknowledging that

the (6 KNOWING ONE was done !!!"

Although a good boxer, GIBBONS never ranked as

a pugilist of note, that is to say, he never entered the

ring as a prize-fighter-but milled away, either from

circumstances, row, or turn-up- always ready to sup

port the true principles of the science, without entering

the lists for money ; yet, in nearly all the great contests

which have taken place, the name ofGIBBONS, in some

capacity or other, appears prominent. His occupation,

as a DEALER IN FANCIES, has introduced him
*

to several ofthe first characters in the country, andwho

have selected from his " cabinet of rarities" some of

3 QVOL. I.

+
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the primest tykes, prads, &c. seen in the kingdom, to

grace their mansions, and to give energy to their

sports. Few, if any, can boast of such patronage as

our hero-who, if report speaks true, may now smile

at the frowns of the fastidious, that would quarrel

with his calling as a FANCY MERCHANT-and looking

upon "life as a jest," he may retort, in the words of

the inimitable GAY, even with propriety and effect,

Thro' all the employments of life,

Each neighbour abuses his brother ;

Whore and rogue they call husband and wife,

All professions berogue one another:

The priest calls the lawyer a cheat,

The lawyer beknaves the divine,

And the statesman , because he's so great,

Thinks his trade as honest as mine.

As a second and bottle-holder, &c. he is entitled to

much attention, and of considerable value in the ring;

and it has been remarked of him by an experienced

sportsman, that those who bet on the same side with

GIBBONS , are seldom on the wrong scent, from the

sound judgment he possesses in matters of this kind .

Seven successive times he attended upon the renowned

Jem Belcher, when victory crowned his efforts ; and

on the eighth, when that hero of heroes was defeated,

GIBBONS waited upon the Game Chicken!

In those matters ofSport, in which the distinguished

parts of the Fancy sometimes interest themselves for

private amusement, and where the Canaille are pro

hibited from rudely intermixing with the COMPOSITES

and CORINTHIANS , SO much deference is paid to our

hero's decision, that in case nice points might arise,
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the proprietors frequently act the parts of seconds to

their own Buffers, and appoint GIBBONS as their

Umpire ; to whom applications are made by the above

characters, when prime ponies, good dogs, attendance

on races, or to get up any thing in good style, are

wanting. From the thorough-bred specimens, which

of late years he has produced by his game bulls, and

celebrated bull dogs, particularly Turpin, any thing

further must prove superfluous.

66

As well as contributing to the sports of the field, the

bait, and ring-the public are indebted to GIBBONS

for considerable amusement on the classic stage, as

Messrs. Harris and Raymond, ofthe Theatres Royal,

can testify. In “ Harlequin and Asmodeus, " at Covent

Garden, in the scene of the Spanish bull-fight, the

dogs of GIBBONS afforded the audience much mirth

and fun ; and in the concluding scene, at the Lyceum,

ofthe " Manager's last Kick," to heighten the effects

of the denouement of the piece-the united efforts of

GIBBONS and Caleb Baldwin appeared necessary, not

only by the introduction of their neddies and dogs, but

the situation was rendered irresistibly comic by a

sparring-match between them in the front ofthe stage.

This was only intended for the first night's represen

'tation ; but from the satisfaction which the audience

took in this set-to, the Manager was compelled to con

tinue their feats of drollery through the long run of

the piece.

In taking our leave ofthis Originality of NATURE,

though down as a hammer to what is going forward

on the turf or turnpike, and mixing with sporting

characters of all descriptions, we feel a pleasure in



444 BOXIANA ; OR,

asserting, that the worst word he has to say upon any

occasion is some odd phrase peculiar to himself, such

as "Burn my breeches," &c. An oath never escapes

from his lips ; civility is the leading feature in his

composition ; and his knowledge ofLIFE has not been

thrown away upon him. Temperate in his conduct,

and unassuming in his demeanour, he has reduced the

game of chance to a certainty.Such is the unso

phisticated portrait of BILL GIBBONS :

A

Search then the RULING PASSION : There, alone,

The wild are constant , and the cunning known ;

Thefool consistent, and the false sincere ;

Priests, princes, women, no dissemblers here !

BILL RICHMOND,

A Man of Colour, and a Native of America.

I will a round unvarnish'd tale deliver ,

Ofthe mills, skirmishes, TURN-UPS, spars,

That I have past.

THIS pugilistic hero was born at Sturton Island, at a

place called Cuckold's Town, otherwise Richmond,

contiguoustoNewYork, in America ,on August 5,1763,

under the auspices of a reverend divine of the name

of Charlton. When Sturton Island was taken by the

English, young RICHMOND engaged the attention of

General Earl PERCY, (the late Duke of NORTHUM

BERLAND,) who took him under his protection as his
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servant, and after travelling with the Earl abroad for

some time, he arrived in England, about the year 1777.

The Duke finding BILL to possess a good capacity, and

being an intelligent youth, had him put to school in

Yorkshire, where he received a tolerably good educa

tion ; and who afterwards apprenticed RICHMOND to

the trade of a cabinet-maker, in the ancient city of

York, where he served his time faithfully, and followed

his business for a considerable time, not only in the

above city, but in the Metropolis, as a journeyman,

with credit to himself, and respected by his employers.

BILL's first display in the pugilistic art,which brought

him into notice, was with one George Moore, a recruit,

under Captain Connor, of the 19th Regiment, better

known by the name of Docky Moore, who insulted

RICHMOND upon the course at York, during the time

of the races. This Docky had been the terror of

Sheffield, and had ruled the roast for some time in that

part ofthe country ; in fact, he was elegantly propor

tioned, possessing considerable strength, and all the

necessary requisites for milling ; in height about five feet

nine inches and a half, and weighing fourteen stone.

Thefriends ofRICHMOND persuaded him from attempt

ing to fight with such a man, BILL only weighing ten

stone twelve pounds ; the chance being positively against

him, but he was not to be deterred : and the event

proved his judgment correct, for, in the course of

twenty-five minutes, our hero punished Docky so com

pletely that he gave in, and was taken out of the ring

totally blind.

On the same course, not long after the above set-to,

RICHMOND beat two soldiers, one after the other,

belonging to the Inniskilling dragoons.
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RICHMOND's milling qualities getting abroad, a few

of the lads who had a bit offight in their composi

tions, envied his success ; and one, in particular, a

blacksmith, weighing thirteen stone, and in height

about five feet ten inches, took the following method of

provoking BILL to have a brush. RICHMOND was

noticed in York for going smart, and appearing clean

after he had done his work. BILL met this hammer

man one evening, as he was taking a walk, who not only

insulted him with opprobrious epithets, but gave him a

kick on the thigh. Our hero remonstrated with him

on the impropriety of his behaviour, and told the

blacksmith, that if he wanted to fight him, he should

be accommodated at the Groves, the next morning, to

which they agreed to meet, when this son of Vulcan

was completely satisfied, and acknowledged RICHMOND

the best man.

RICHMOND, in passing through the streets of York,

one evening, with a female under his protection , was

accosted by one Frank Myers, with the epithets of

"black devil," &c. and who otherwise insulted the

young woman, for being in company of a man of

colour. BILL, full of gallantry, and with a becoming

spirit ofindignation , requested him to desist for the pre

sent moment, but to meet him at the Groves on the next

Mondaymorning,when theywould settle this difference,

(the circumstance happening on a Saturday night, ) to

which Myersagreed. This affair ofhonour being buzzed

about on the Sunday, a great concourse of people

assembled early the next day, to witness the conflict :

RICHMOND was there at the appointed hour, and after

suffering considerable time to elapse, and Myers not

making his appearance, thespectators became impatien
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and it was judged expedient that RICHMOND and his

friends should repair to the house ofMyers, to remind

him ofhis engagement. This Myerskept a bagnio, witha

womanofthe name of Shepherd, at Uggleford, to which

place they went and found Myers, who, after some

hesitation, agreed to go to the Groves, where he was

followed by this shepherdess and herflock. The battle

now commenced, and raged with fury for some time,

but upon Myers getting the worst of it, the above

covess and her damsels rushed into the ring to prevent

their bully from being annihilated, and took him

away. The spectators interfered, and persuaded Myers

to return and finish the battle like a man. Myers,

ashamed ofhis conduct, agreed to it, when RICHMOND

soon taught him very properly to acknowledge, that

it was wrong, and beneath the character of an English

man, to abuse any individual for that he could not

help-either on account ofhis coUNTRY or his colour.

Myers, very properly, received a complete milling.

RICHMOND's first public set-to in London was with

a whip-maker ofthe name of Green, of Saffron Hill, in

the fields, near White Conduit-House. Phips Medley

seconded RICHMOND, who got the whip-hand of

Green in such good style, that in ten minutes he cried

out-enough!

At Blackheath, on May 21 , 1805, for a purse of ten

guineas, RICHMOND entered the lists with one Youssop,

a Jew. It was a well-contested battle, and the courage

displayed on both sides reflected credit on the com

batants, as neither of them fell without a knock-down

blow : except once, when RICHMOND slipped . For

the first two rounds Youssop took the lead ; and main
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tained this advantage in the third round, by nearly

driving RICHMOND out of the ring ; but in the fourth

the scene was changed, and the superiority of the

science ofBILL was manifest, who followed up Youssop

in the most determined manner, putting in some tre

mendous facers. At the end of the sixth round, the

countenance of the Jew was so much changed, from

theseverepunishment he had received , that he gave in.

From the above battle, RICHMOND's fame, as a

pugilist, had considerably increased, and Mr. Fletcher

Reid backed him against Jack Holmes, the coachman,

who had so nobly contested for the palm of victory

with Tom Tough. They entered the lists at Crickle

wood-Green, a short distance from Kilburn-Wells, on

July 8th, 1805, in a twenty-one feet roped ring.

RICHMOND was seconded by Tom Jones, and Tom

Tough attended upon Holmes.

First round. Considerable science displayed on both sides,

and Holmes appeared full of gaiety and in good condition ;

but no blows that told passed between them.

*

Second.--A smart rally on both sides, but no falling.

Third.-Richmond very neatly put in a good blow, but fell .

Two to one on Holmes.

Sixth. The last three rounds nothing important transpired.

Seventh. The combatants both on their mettle, displaying

the science of boxing manfully. The gaiety of Richmond

was conspicuous , quite full of milling, and some excellent hits

were exchanged.

Eighth.-Coachee appeared as if he had been driving too

fast, and that he had out-rode his wind. Holmes was dis

tressed, but notwithstanding bets were in his favour three

to two.

Ninth. This round commenced with sparring ; but Rich

mond, with much dexterity, put in a most tremendous hit

under his opponent's right eye, that left a severe gash, when

Holmes fell from its severity.
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Tenth.-The combatants both closed and fell. Even bet

ting.

Eleventh. This proved a most excellent round, and con

sidered the best in the battle, they fought manfully, and both

rallied in good style ; when Richmond put an end to the

round, by bringing down Holmes.

Fifteenth. Of no import. Holmes appeared exceedingly

weak, and his wind was nearly exhausted.

Sixteenth . Both closed and fell. Holmes undermost

The odds had now undergone a material change . Three to

one on Richmond.

-----

Twenty-fourth.- Holmes was fast declining, and the

rounds were nearly all hugging.

Twenty-fifth.-Richmond, full of gaiety, showed himself

to great advantage, and left his antagonist little, ifany, chance

to win.

Twenty-sixth.-On setting-to, Richmond, suns cérémonie,

levelled Coachee ; who, however reluctant, was obliged to

confess he had arrived at the end of his journey, it having

lasted thirty-nine minutes.

RICHMOND NOW entered into a very unequal con

test with Tom Cribb. See page 392.

BILL, for a subscription purse of fifteen guineas,

fought with a countryman of the name of Carter, from

Nuneaton, near Birmingham, on Epsom Downs, on

April 14, 1809. Carter was much the strongest and a

heavier man than RICHMOND ; and who in a turn-up

with those heroes of the fist, Jem Belcher and Jack

Gulley, had convinced them both, that he was no TRI

FLER ; and now, having expressed his fancy for a

mill with Mr. RICHMOND, BILL without hesitation.

informed Carter, that he should be accommodated

with a trial of skill : Paddington Jones and Bob Clarke

seconded RICHMOND. Upon setting-to, the odds were

seven to one against the Man of Colour, and in the

3 R
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fourthround the odds ran so high against RICHMOND,

that twenty to one was sported that Carter won the

battle, and ten to one that BILL did not come again.

This great odds was occasioned by a severe blow that

RICHMOND received on the side of his head, that ren

dered him nearly senseless : but BILL soon recovering

from this momentary disadvantage, showed off his

science in such good style, that in the course of twen

ty-five minutes, Carter was so punished, as to resign

the contest. Immediately upon this being declared,

RICHMOND jumped over the ropes, and caught hold

of a man denominated china-eyed Brown, threatening

to serve him out, (ifhe had not been prevented, ) as it

appeared that Brown had loudly vociferated, during

the time RICHMOND was suffering from the effects of

the above blow, that BILL had got a white feather in

his tail ! RICHMOND was patronised upon the above

occasion by Sir Clement Brigg, Bart.

In seconding a baker, a few months after the above

circumstance, near Wilsdon Green, a man of the same

trade, weighing close uponseventeen stone, challenged

RICHMOND on the spot, when a turn-up commenced,

and in about two minutes the baker's dough was so

well kneaded, that he would have no more of it at that

time ; offering to fight RICHMOND for £50 in a month,

which was agreed to by BILL, and two guineas put

down to make the bets good before that period-but

the baker, it appeared, preferred losing his two quid

than submitting his overgrown carcase to the punish

ment ofRICHMOND.

BILL fought a man of the name of Atkinson, from

Banbury, at Golder's Green, near Hendon, a barge.
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man, for a subscription -purse : it was a good fight,

but in the course of twenty minutes Atkinson was per

fectly satisfied the chance was against him, and ac

knowledged that he was beaten .

Isaac Wood, a waterman, a man of determined spirit,

and not unacquainted with the principles of boxing,

fought with RICHMOND, at Coombe Wood, April 9,

1809, in a twenty-five feet ring. Wood was attended

by Cribb and Cropley ; and Paddington Jones and

Clarke seconded RICHMOND.

First round. On setting-to, a little sparring took place,

when Richmond put in a severe left-handed blow on Wood's

jaw, who rallied, but was thrown. Seven to four on Rich

mond.

Second.-Wood attempted to put in a hit, which Richmond

warded off and returned right and left ; in closing , they both

fell.

Third. Good courage displayed on both sides ; Wood

commenced a rally, in which good blows were exchanged ;

but the science displayed by Richmond was so much superior

to that of his opponent, who now was thrown, that the odds

were two to one against Wood.

Fourth. In this early stage of the fight it appeared how

things were going-Richmond, in making play, planted a

successful right-handed hit, upon which Wood endeavoured

to rally, when Richmond stopped both right and left, and

obtained the lead so conspicuously, that Wood was completely

abroad, and not only punished round the ring, but thrown

over the ropes. Four to one against Wood.

Fifth.--Wood, striving to appear well before the spectators ,

made play, and railied in good style, when blows were ex

changed for half a minute at halfarm's length, but completely

in favour of Richmond, who, in closing, threw his opponent.

Betting all one way.

+

Sixth. The nob of Wood now cut a terrible figure, from

its punished appearance. Richmond rallied , but Wood fell

from exhaustion .

Seventh.-A rally on both sides, when Wood was thrown.
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Eighth.-Richmond , in not being correct in his distance,

turned the advantage ofthis round rather in favour of Wood,

who not only put in two hits, but threw his opponent.

Ninth. In making play, Richmond slipped.

Tenth. An excellent round, in which a good show of

fighting was exhibited, the combatants contending against

each other with considerable resolution and effect-hitting at

full length, until they both went down.

Eleventh.-Wood convinced not only his antagonist but

the spectators, that, however he might be deficient in science,

he was not wanting in bottom-a good rally commenced ;

but, in closing, Richmond fibbed Wood so severely that the

blood flowed in torrents, when they both went down ex

hausted.

Twelfth.-Wood seemed done-up, in respect of turning the

chance in his favour, and Richmond milled him most terribly

by three successive facers—then rallying the waterman to the

ropes, when he went over him in a somerset.

Fourteenth.-Richmond conspicuous, and threw his op

1

ponent.

Fifteenth. This round, though not putting an end to the

contest, clearly showed how it must terminate. The courage

of Wood was still good, but Richmond successfully planted

three hits on his nob, and the waterman was not able to return ;

yet, notwithstanding it was going so much against him, his

bottom enabled him to hold out till the

Twenty-third.-WhenWood was again sent down by Rich

mond, who had run his boat sofar a-ground that he could not

come to his time, when Richmond was pronounced the con

queror. Bill appeared but little hurt.

RICHMOND again entered the lists with that brave

hero of the fist, George Maddox, on the coast, near

Margate, for 100 guineas, on the 9th of August, 1809.

Five years previous to which, RICHMOND had a turn

up with the above pugilist, when, after contending

three rounds, he resigned the contest. BILL at that

time being but little known to the Metropolitan boxers,

out having considerably increased in fame and science,
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this match was made to put the matter in doubt beyond

all question ; and it is but justice to observe, that few

better battles were ever witnessed. After 52 minutes,

obstinately contended, RICHMOND was declared the

conqueror. (See page 212.)

A subscription-purse being made up on the spur of

the moment, after a dinner of amateurs at Bob's Chop

House, on May 1st, 1810, intended for Dogherty and

Power to have entered the lists to obtain it, but upon

the latter not being found, it was otherwise disposed

of. It appears Power had been out spending the day,

and in his way home, rather late in the evening, acci

dentally called in at Bob's to take a glass ; he avers,

that, being completely inebriated, on being asked to

have a set- to, he positively denied, requesting that he

might fight RICHMOND when he was perfectly sober,

but being much pressed, after taking two or three

glasses of wine, he accepted the challenge. A purse

being subscribed, the brush commenced ! RICHMOND

was seconded by an Hon. Baronet and Cribb-and

Power by a Colonel of distinction and Bill Gibbons.

In a quarter ofan hour, RICHMOND was declared the

conqueror, and received the sum appropriated for the

victor. Power attributes this defeat to inebriation,

but RICHMOND asserts that he was very far from an

intoxicated state, and that he, RICHMOND, laboured

under considerable disadvantage in having seconded

young Cribb for 56 minutes against Dogherty, but two

or three hours previous to his set-to with Power.

Considerable acrimony has subsisted between the par

ties ever since, concerning superiority, both claim

ing it.
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It appears that RICHMOND is entitled to a respec

table niche among the portraits of first-rate heroes of

the milling art-both as a theoretical and practical

pugilist ; that his knowledge of the science is com

pletely intuitive, having never received any lessons

from any of the professors, but, on the contrary, has

given instructions to some hundreds, not only in various

parts ofthe kingdom, but in the very zenith of compe

tition- LONDON. In the ring, in point of activity, he

stands nearly unrivalled, and is considered to excel

every other pugilist in hitting and getting away, and

dealing out severe punishment with his left hand. It

is also said of BILL, that for halfan hour there is no

danger in backing him with any of the fighting men.

Although 50 years of age, (a length of years that few`

boxers arrive at, ) his appearance to a common observer

portrays no more than about 35, enjoying a good state

of health, and not unmindful that it is necessary to

preserve it. And what appears rather singular is,

that at a time of life when other pugilists have long

previously retired from the scene of action, the spirits

of RICHMOND seem in such trim , that, with all the

ardency ofyouth, he is still " eager for the fray ;" and

of whom there is little doubt, if he were but in posses

sion of that quality (which must be served) youth-he

would not be wanting of the support ofthe most dis

tinguished in the Fancy, to become a leading boxer.

In being a man ofcolour, from the taunts and insults

which he has received upon that account, particularly

in his capacity as a publican, when he kept the Horse

and Dolphin, RICHMOND must be considered good

tempered and placid, even to a degree that could not
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be expected. In one of those instances of unmerited

reproach, his indignation would no longer let him re

main quiet, and in a turn-up with the young Ruffian,

at his own house, he completely served him out.

RICHMOND acquired considerable notoriety from his

patronage of Molineaux ; and, as far as we can learn,

fromthemostimpartial sources, his generous behaviour

to that pugilist, who came to him an entire stranger,

destitute of friends or money, received a very different

return from what might have been expected : diffe

rence ofopinion, however, may exist as to this subject,

but it is certain Molineaux was indebted for that pa

tronage and attention which he afterwards received

from persons ofdistinction , entirely to his introduction

by RICHMOND.

RICHMOND, after the late contest between Molineaux

and Carter, challenged either of them for £100.

RICHMOND is an active, excellent second, and, from

his temperate mode of living, preferring exercise to

wasting his time, or injuring his constitution , by a too

frequent repetition of the charms of the bottle, he has

obtained the character of being a good and steady

trainer, and, notwithstanding the defect in one of his

knees, we are informed he excels as a cricketer.

BILL, in company with other pugilists, has exhibited

his knowledge of the SCIENCE, in the Metropolis, at

the Olympic Pavilion and Regency Theatres, with

satisfaction and applause from numerous audiences .

In concluding this sketch, we cannot omit stating of

ourherothathe is intelligent, communicative, and well

behaved; and, however actively engaged in promulga

ting the principles ofmilling, he is not so completely ab
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sorbed with fighting as to be incapable of discoursing

upon any other subject ; in fact, he is rather facetious

over a glass of noyeau, his favourite wet with a SWELL

-and endeavours to gain his point, by attempting to

prove that there is more certainty in his preservation of

bodies (in allusion to his method of training) than either

the cobler or parson in their taking care ofthe " soles!

He has much more to say than many who style them

selves “Amateurs," but was never known to be so defi

cient in eloquence as when Molineaux experienced de

feat! His experience in LIFE has taught him to be

awake to the tricks of it ; and there are few subjects

upon which he suffers himself to be lulled to sleep.

Notwithstanding many sport stylish nobs, it cannot be

denied to him, that he wears a head; and although its

colour may not prepossess the million in its favour,

yet the liberal part of mankind will acquiesce with the

sentiments of Desdemona, that "the visage" may be

"seen in the mind !"

'Tis not a set of features, or complexion,

The tincture of a skin, that I admire ; ›

Beauty soon grows familiar to the lover,

Fades in his eye, and palls upon the sense.

He seems to feel the situation in which he is placed

in society, and endeavours to keep it—and in the tem

porary elevation of the moment, he still recollects, that

however the CORINTHIAN FANCIER may closely con

nect himself with milling, there are times when he has

a different character to support, and must not be in

truded upon. BOXIANA will do his duty-and as far

as the infirmities of human nature can be admitted
--
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neither colour, strength, patronage, or any other con

sideration, shall tempt him to swerve from IMPAR

TIALITY.

JACK CARTER,

The Lancashire Hero

Was born at Manchester, in the year 1790, of res

pectable parents, who apprenticed him to the trade of

a shoemaker, but JACK, being a strong healthy lad,

and not liking the confinement of the seat, left it to

give a lending hand towards the improvement of his

country by commencing navigator, and working upon

the canals in that neighbourhood. It was among those

rough-hewn, hardy sons of the creation, that CARTER

began to exhibit his feats of strength, by milling se

veral ofthe best-considered men in their wholephalanx.

JACK is in height about 5 feet 10 inches, and weigh

ing about 13 stone ; and it was the following droll

and singularcircumstance that brought him into notice

both as a PEDESTRIAN and a PUGILIST. The naviga

tors, in one of their moments of hilarity, proposed a

Jack-ass race, and entered into subscriptions for that

purpose, thestakes ofwhich were held by a Mr. Merry

man, belonging to a mountebank, who wasgammoning

theflats in thatpart ofthe country. Mr. Merryman was

a good tumbler, full of slum, and could fight a bit, and

who had rendered himselfan attractive personage tothe

numerous Johnny Raws by whom he was surrounded.

Upon the day arriving for the race to take place, no

VOL. I. 3 s



458 BOXIANA ; OR,

Neddy was entered to run for the stakes, except one be

Tonging to Mr. Merryman : this circumstance created

surprise, in fact, much disappointment. JACK CARTER

instantly entered himself as a JACK-ass : at first some

little argument took place, as to the oddness of the at

tempt, but at length it was logically determined that

CARTER was aJACK-ass ! and that HE should be entered

as such upon which they started-away went Neddy

with all the fleetness of a prime donkey, kicking and

snorting over the ground—and the JACK-ass set out in

fine style, amidst the shouts, loud laughs, &c . of the

multitude, who now began to bet in all mannerofshapes

-CHRISTIAN against donkey, and NEDDY against

JACK-ass! The distance was four miles, producing

considerable wagers and much diversion among the

spectators. The JACK-ass possessing rather more

knowledge than the Neddy, made the best of his way,

leaving the donkey behind him, came in first, and

claimed the stakes! No JACK-ass was ever so much

caressed before for winning a race ! but Mr. Merry

man now treated it only as a joke ; observing, that he

only let Christian poney run to increase the sport, and

disputed his claim as a JACK-ass . It was certain that .

all the words in Johnson's Dictionary would not havesa

tisfactorily explained this knotty point : and there not

being LOGICIANS enough present to place the question

in a proper point of view, a nearer road was taken to

come at the blunt. CARTER gave Mr. Merryman to

understand that if he did not instantly hand over the

rag, that it should be milled out ofhis carcase. Merry

man received this threat with a smile of contempt, en

tertaining an idea, that, as this JACK-ass had been runi
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ning four miles, his wind could not be good for much

-and agreed that the fist should decide it. Aring

being formed, Merryman was soon made to laugh on

the wrong side ofhis mouth! and he who had hitherto

tumbled forthe pleasure of the crowd, was now, in spite

of his antics, knocked down often, and punished so

severely, that he was compelled not only to give in,

but to give up the money.

CARTER'S fame as a boxer and racer was soon

spread abroad ; and he entered the lists in a short time

afterwards with a heavy strong man, a navigator, at

Preston, whohad gained some good battles in his time.

It was a truly severe conflict, and occasioned consider

able conversation in Lancashire ; andCARTER obtained

much notoriety in proving the conqueror. He was

also matched in several races, in one ofwhich he beat

the celebrated AbrahamWood. At all events he left

Lancashire a second-rate pedestrian ; and possessing

those pretensions to milling, it was entertained that, by

time and practice, he stood a fair chance to become a

leading boxer among the first-rate pugilists in the

Metropolis.

It was at the Highgate Tunnel that Bob Gregson

first met with this novelty-He was a Lancashire man ,

and that was knowledge enough of him to recommend

CARTER to Bob. Upon inquiry, it was also found

that CARTER had hitherto proved himself a trump ;

and all that he wanted was experience, science, and

introduction. " Theeshall have that," cried Bob! and

instantly, at his own expense, took care of CARTER,

and placed him under the “ Rolands " ( whose superior

knowledge in the Art of Fencing, and distinguished
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reputation in communicating pugilistic science to

their pupils, stands so high in the polite and Sporting

World, as to render any eulogium on their talents

here, perfectly unnecessary.) It is butjustice to CAR

TER to observe, that, under such tuition , he soon

made considerable progress in the art, and when it was

judged a proper time to give publicity to his attempts,

Bob introduced him at the Fives' Court. CARTER'S

first appearance is thus described in the Morning Ad

vertiser, Wednesday, July 29, 1812.

"SPARRING.- The last sparring exhibition took place

yesterday, at the Fives' Court, for the benefit of Power, a pu

gilist, who, as a professor ofthe science, is inferior to none on

the boxing list, but his exhibitions have been rare. Thegreat

est novelty onthis occasion was an exhibition between a trial

man of Gregson's, named CARTER, from Lancashire, a

candidate of first-rate weight for fighting fame, and Fuller, a

scientific pupil of Richmond's. A ruffianing match took

place, and, not to give superiority to either, it was a match

which afforded much diversion, and it will cause a considera

ble sensation in the sporting world. Gregson's man, who is

under the best tuition, will prove a tremendous teazer, if he

be gifted with the best of pugilistic favours-game-which

remains to be tried. He is a fine weighty left-handed

hitter, and, if game be in him, he can beat any thing now

on the list."

With such acharacter, thus trumpeted forth, and so

pointedly expressed, "that if GAME be in him, he can

beat any thing Now on the list!" it could not fail in

procuring CARTER considerable popularity and attrac

tion in the circle of FANCIERS ; and more especially

when it had been ascertained, that in his rustic speci

mens of milling, JACK had evinced THAT quality ;

nothing therefore remained but to put him to the test.

CARTER was accordingly matched with Bill Bone, on
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Friday, the 18th of September, 1812, near Ealing,

Middlesex, which proved a severe contest for seventeen

minutes, when CARTER was pronounced the victor.

He was seconded by Tom Jones and Joe Norton. In

the above battle his patrons thought he had made good

his pretensions to milling, and they now looked for

ward in anxious expectation of placing him nearly, if

not quite, at the top of the boxing list, and accordingly

matched

CARTER against Jack Power, considered the best

fighter of the day, for a stake of 200 guineas, on the

16th of November, 1813, at Rickmansworth. CAR

TER contended nobly for thirty-nine rounds, till he

could neither move his legs or his head, he was so much

beaten and exhausted .

CARTER attributed the loss of this battle to his

second (Bitton) , who kept a Belcher handkerchief so

close to his mouth, tending rather to deprive him ofhis

wind, than to do every thing to increase that necessary

quality in a boxer. It was a truly desperate battle

(see page 472).

If CARTER, in his battle with Power, did not ex

hibit those finished traits of scientific excellence which

characterise the finished PUGILIST, he nevertheless

portrayed that he was not destitute of the principles

ofboxing, and his patrons were perfectly satisfied with

the bottom which he manifested upon the above occa

sion. The character ofthe man ofcolour had also gone

before him, and since CRIBB had retired from the field

of action, Molineaux was considered equal to any ex

hibitor upon the present stage. With such pretensions

to public notice, a terrible mill was at least expected ;
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as it was well known that the latter could not onlygive,

but take, and that CARTER was no apology in either

respect. The amateurs entertained an opinion some

thing like a battle must have been the result upon the

meeting of those two boxers. But whether Molineaux

did not like punishment since he had received such a

good hand and crib from the Champion that made him

lose the game, or whether since he had commencedfop

from thegreat liberality ofhis patrons, in being reduced

only to the shadow and outline ofa man, reminding us

How many cowards, whose hearts are all as false

As stairs of sand, wear yet upon their chins

The beards of Hercules, and frowning Mars ;

Who, inward search'd, have livers white as milk !

And these assume but valour's excrement,

To render them redoubted

we have not been able to ascertain, but certain it is,

Molineauxlost the character ofthe hero in degenerating

into the cur, and whether CARTER laboured under any

sort of depression from the severity of Power, or was

otherwise actuated , has puzzled his best friends and

supporters to find out what part of the play he acted ;

but, it is equally certain, he did not fight with that

manhood as he had hitherto done, and notwithstanding

he had gained the battle Abraham Newland to a dump,

yet he contrived to lose the purse ; that we cannot but

record the following circumstance, and the Fancy may

interpret it according to their better judgment. Pre

vious to the battle, the articles were read over to the

combatants, in which it stated the winner was to have a

purse of 100 guineas-when CARTER stepped up, in

quiring what the " LOSER WAS TO HAVE !!! " Richmond,
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who was his second, gnashed his teeth and shrugged up

his shoulders ; Bob Gregson, his friend and patron,

tremblingly alive as to the event of the contest, and

flattering himself that Lancashire wouldprove proudly

triumphant on this occasion, animatedly exclaimed,

"JACK, never talk of losing, boy-thee must win, the

chance is all in thy favour !"

It was with the greatest difficulty that a fight was

at length brought about ; in fact, things had taken

such a turn that no mill was expected to take place.

However, their seconds persuaded them to strip-Joe

Ward and Bill Gibbons for Molineaux; and Richmond

and Cooper for CARTER . This memorable contest

took place at Shennington, in Gloucestershire, six miles

from Banbury, on Friday, April, 2, 1813, contiguous

to the joining of four counties. Those persons who

were unacquainted with what we have described , betted

in some instances five to two, and three to one, on

Molineaux.

First round. It was the opinion of the most experienced

pugilists, that such a set-to was never before witnessed ; one
66

was afraid, andthe other dared not," and two minutes were

trifled away in this sort of caricaturing, when Carter touched

Molineaux on the mouth, who genteelly returned it ; they

closed, and the man ofcolour was thrown.

In fact it would be absurd to detail by way ofrounds any

more of this " worst offights," though we readily admit that

Carter was the best man after the battle began, and continued

so throughout the fight. Molineaux was wretched in the ex

treme, and did bolt at one time from his second, and had it

not been for Colonel and Captain Barclay, he would never

have returned to the scratch, he wished so much to get away ;

at another period he was down on one knee, and with both

hands laid fast hold of the ropes, and being hit in this situa

tion , he roared out lustily "foul !" but he was given to under

stand that, by the laws ofboxing , no one is considered down
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66 WITHOUT HAVING BOTH KNEES ON THE GROUND, WITH

EITHER ONE OR BOTH HANDS ALSO !"-In the 15th round

he was so terrified , that, upon being driven to one corner of

the ring, he cried out lamentably-" O dear, O dear, murder!”

and, but a little previous to which, he declared Carter “ had

bithim onthe neck!" and soon afterwards he repeated—“ there,

he has bit me again !" and it was with great difficultyJoe Ward

could persuade him that it was the knuckles ofCarter and not

his mouth !—This, the once brave competitor of the Cham

pion ! -impossible ! could HE have thus degenerated ? Twen

ty-five rounds occurred, in which coaxing, persuading, dramm

ing, and threatening, were resorted to, in order to make the

man ofcolour perform something like fighting ! But, to the

great astonishment of all the spectators, when Molineaux was

deadbeat, Carter fainted, and dropped his head as he sat on

the knee of his second. With all the exertions of Richmond,

it seems, he could not arouse Carter from his lethargic state,

and he thus lost the battle in not coming to time. His fame,

it is urged, was not only tarnished from this circumstance,

but even his integrity called into question. The above battle

created universal dissatisfaction.

Poor Bob Gregson, agitated beyond description at

seeing Lancashire (as he considered) thus trampled on

with disgrace, went up to CARTER, exclaiming " Jack,

Jack, what be'est thee at ? get up and fight, man !"

But Bob might as well have sung psalms to a dead

horse ! CARTER, some little time afterwards, raised

his head, feebly observing, " Stop a bit ! stop a bit !”

And whether by ACCIDENT, design, or with an intent

to conclude this farce in style, we are not in the secret

to unfold, but a disciple of Esculapius stepped up,

and, in the twinkling of an eye, pulled out his lancet,

and bled CARTER, to the great astonishment of his

friends and the spectators in general ; thus preventing,

even had any inclination remained on the side ofCAR

TER, to have renewed the fight. The latter's clothes

had hitherto been preserved, during the fight, in the
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chariot of a man of distinction , but who, it is said ,

was so disgusted with the scene before him, that he

instantly ordered them to be thrown out with disdain

and contempt.

In once more taking a slight view of the man of

colour, whatever CERTAINTY there might have been

of Molineaux being a sound man at the core, it is

strongly urged, that if his heart had been a good one,

he must have won the first battle with the CHAMPION ;

however, be that as it may, since that period, he has

been dissipated to excess, completely gone off in con

stitution, and broken winded. One improvement

appeared to have taken place-he was more tem

perate in setting-to, but he did not like to face his

man, and it required no small ingenuity to get him

into the ring.

POETIC RETORT

Between a "Town" and " COUNTRY AMATEUR" at Oxford ;

or, in the Phrase of the Day,

Between a " Johnny Raw" and a " KnowingOne!"

On witnessing CARTERfaint away when he had won the battle,

but who contrived to lose the purse, in his contest with

Molineaux.

Says Jack to Bob, " Look, poor CARTER's hipp'd!"

"Hipp'd, be d-d !" cries Bob, " the R-'s TIPP'D !!!"

"No, no," quoth Jack, " they put in too hard pats.'

"Put in," echoes Bob, " they've PUT IN-the FLATS !"

99

Asa boxer, and even a scientific pugilist, CARTER is

entitled toconsiderableprominency : and, if viewed asa

fibber, it will be difficult to find a better one : in point

VOL. 1 . 3 T
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ofhitting and getting away he is little inferior, ifnot

equal to Richmond, and very good and active upon his

legs. With his left hand hedeals outseverepunishment ;

and although in his former contests his right hand ap

peared but oflittle service to him, yet latterly heseems

to have rather improved in the use ofit. One objec•

tion which has been warmly urged against CARTER by

many of the FANCY is, that he is soft about the head

-afraid ofthecoming blow and shrinks from punish

ment; while, on the contrary, it is roundly asserted by

the other part, that if he behaves correctly, his game

is unimpeachable ; and all that BOXIANAcan observe

upon the above difference of opinion is, by concluding

in the words (with a trifling difference) that were first

made public concerning CARTER as a boxer, that “ if

game be in him, he ' ought' to beat any thing now on

the list."

JACK POWER,

ONE of the most celebrated scientific boxers in the

kingdom, is a native of the Metropolis, and descended

from Irish parents ; he was born on the 8th ofAugust,

1790, and was brought up under his father as a turn

cock, but which calling he soon left to follow the busi

ness of a plumber. JACK's milling qualities made

their appearance at a very early period of his life, for

he had scarcely turned fourteen years of age, when we

find him engaged with one Norbrook, a sadler, a Lan

cashire man, who stood six feet two inches in height,

in Tavistock Square, for two guineas. Although a
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were boy, his knowledge of the science seemed so su

perior, as to attract considerable notice ; and it was

from SCIENCE alone, that he was enabled to beat a

man, who possessed every other advantage over him,

except a knowledge of the art ofboxing.

In Bloomsbury Square, JACK fought a butcher of

the name ofJem Twist, for three-quarters ofan hour.

Twist had hitherto been looked upon as a good bit of

stuff, but he was now compelled to surrender to a su»

perior POWER.

A Birminghamman, not unlike the Chicken in make

and size, challenged JACK in Theobald's Road, when

they agreed to settle the difference in the fields behind

the Foundling Hospital. It was one of the most des

perate conflicts in which JACK was ever engaged, and

it was near terminating very seriously, as the Birming

bam man was punished so dreadfully, that he was

taken to Bartholomew Hospital, with but little hopes

ofrecovery.

(
Fromtheabove display and several other skirmishes,

JACK was advised to exhibit as a professor in the ring,

and accordingly made his debût with Dogherty, in

which Power fought so well and so game, that Dog

hertygave-inthree times during the fight ; but POWER

being a new one, and Dogherty more experienced, it

was managed in that sort of way, that the latter was

pronounced the victor. (See page 479).

JACK next contended with one Frere, at Coombe

Wood, on April 1st, 1809, and after a very superior

display of the art of boxing for twenty-five minutes,

Frere gave in.

At a dinner in St. James's Street, a small difference
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having occurred between a tailor and POWER, they

agreed to fight it out for a guinea, on the spot . The

tailor, who waswell versed in sparring, having received

lessons under the renowned Belcher, felt pluck enough

to enter the lists with this celebrated boxer. For ten

minutes the tailor gave sound proof that he was some

thing more than the ninth part ofa man, by fighting

courageous and well for that period : but the science of

POWER was not to be got the better of : hestopped the

blows ofpoor Stitch right and left with the utmost

sang-froid, and putting in such tremendous blows on

the tailor's nob, completely disfigured his face : while,

on the contrary, PowER proved the conqueror, with

out a single hurt. On his return home, in calling in

at Gregson's, the Young Ruffian and JACK fell out, and

in a turn-up, Fearby was soonserved-out, but who was

so angry and dissatisfied in being thus conquered,

that, strange to say, instead, as upon former occa

sions, of calling to his aid his potent arm, he now had

recourseto the strong arm ofthe law, which paying no

respect to superior science, proved the means of draw

ing JACK of five pounds !

POWER went down to Huntingdon to second a man

of the name of Saunders, who was to fight a match

for 40 guineas ; when an amateur of that place betted

JACK that he would produce a man who should fight

him for ten pounds. The bet was accepted, and

á countryman made his appearance ; but just upon

setting-to, and viewing POWER from head to foot, he

appeared so panic-struck, that he instantly bolted, and

was out of sight in a few minutes. PowER laughed

at this droll adventure, and pocketed the money..
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POWER being down at Salisbury, to superintend the

training ofa gamekeeper, belonging to Biggs,

Esq. ofthat neighbourhood ; Molineaux had an exhi

bition of sparring there, at one shilling each person

for admittance, where any one might set-to with Moli

neaux that thought proper. A blacksmith, well known

inthat quarter as a complete ruffian, and a terrortothe

inhabitants, entered the room, and challenged Moh

neaux to fight for 100 guineas, who replied, that he

came there to spar, and not to fight-but the black

smith would not be put off, and swore that Molineaux

should have a box with him ; upon which a sum was

named, and the Man of Colour, under pretence of

fetching the money, went to a private room in the

inn, and securely locked himself up, and where no

entreaties from his friends or POWER could induce

him to leave it. The Salisbury blacksmith being thus

disappointed, and determined to have a mill at all

events, upon learning POWER was a professor of the

science, instantly came up and challenged JACK, who

answered he was otherwise engaged, and begged him

to desist, and go about his business quietly, for that

he had no intention of fighting. " You shall," exclaim

ed the blacksmith, "you are one ofthe LUNNONfight

ingmen, and I know I can beat thee, and willfight you

for 101. 501. or 1001. and you shan't go home without a

good licking." POWER, now finding all expostulation

vain, informed this ruffian, that if he would come

on the next morning with any sum he thought proper,

he should be accommodated. The blacksmith, without

further ceremony, gave PowER a severe blow on the

head, who now seeing the necessity of the case, in

――――――
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stantly stripped, and, in the course of fifteen minutes,

sopunished this insolent overgrown blacksmith, that he

was carried away in a senseless state, with the loss of

two of his teeth. The gentlemen and inhabitants

were so pleased upon this occasion, that Power was

handsomely rewarded for his spirit,

At Moulsey Hurst, for fifty guineas a-side, and a

purse, JACK entered the lists with Joel King, on July

16, 1811. POWER was seconded by Clarke and Pad

dington Jones ; and King, by Richmond and Hall

Nine to four on POWER.

First round. The combatants set-to in good spirits, and

King, with considerable strength, endeavoured to put in a

severe blow with his right hand, which Jack scientifically

parried, and planted his ONE-Two on the head and body of

his opponent with considerable dexterity, producing the claret,

when King fell. The bets decided concerning the first

knock-down blow.

Second. Notwithstanding the severity of the blows of

Power, King was by no means shy, and again made play,

putting in a severe right-handed hit on Power's throat, the

left proving short : when Power, with uncommon agility,

gave King such a severe left-handed facer, that sent him

down.

Third. Several good hits were exchanged in a rally; but

the superiority of science manifestly appearing on the side of

Power, the bets were two to one upon him.

--

Fourth. Power on setting-to hit left and right, which

King returned by a severe blow in the throat ; when they

closed, and King was again thrown.

Fifth.- King, full of gaiety, endeavoured to put in a hit

with his left hand, which fell short, following it up with his

right, but the science of Power rendered it of no effect ; they

closed, and King was thrown a cross-buttock.

Sixth.--King and Power both made play at the same

instant when a right-handed blow told on the head of

Power ; some good blows were exchanged, and this round
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was rather in favour of King ; although he was thrown a

cross-buttock by Power, who, in his haste to do it, went with

his right shoulder against one of the stakes, from which he

received a severe hurt.

Seventh.-Power was now fully aware what sort of a

customer he had to deal with ; and, to prevent the punishment

of his opponent's right hand, adopted another mode of fight

ing, by getting away to hit.

Eighth.- Power, in this round, convinced the amateurs

and spectators that he was a complete master of the science,

bythe way in which he treated his opponent-Jack put in a

tremendous blow on King's mouth, and immediately got

away; when he again repeated the dose ; and kept repeating

this severe punishment till King fell, literally covered with

blood.

Ninth. King, not dismayed, commenced a rally, and, to

all appearance, had the best ofit, by putting in his straight,

right-handed blows with great spirit, from his better strength,

but received another cross-buttock from Power.

Tenth. The face of King exhibited a truly piteous aspect,

cut and mangled in all directions ; and Power put in two

severe blows, one on the mouth and the other in the throat of

his opponent, which brought him down.

Eleventh. Both the combatants fell, after a good rally.

Twelfth.-Another excellent rally took place, Power ex

hibiting his superior science in the most conspicuous style, and,

from the severe punishment he dealt out with his right hand,

sent King reeling away, but who, in the most determined and

courageous manner, renewed the rally with all the fortitude of

a hero, and returned the hits of his opponent with the most

astonishing game, and finally closed the round, by throwing

Power.

Thirteenth.-Power, in the most scientific manner, again

brought his antagonist down : who, notwithstanding, pos

sessed so much strength and good bottom , that Power seemed

almost incapable of giving that punishment to King which

seemed essentially necessary to render the victory safe to

Jack. However, the fight continued in most excellent style

till the CO

Twenty-sixth.When it was six to four. At this time

the left side of King's head was so dreadfully beaten, that it

was impossible to look upon it without the most commisera
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ting sensations , but whose courage was of the finest quality,

with a bottom never excelled, and fighting away in that

manly style, claiming not only the admiration of his friends,

but even the applause of his enemies, till the

Forty-sixth. When he was now nearly reduced to a state

of stupidity, from the blows he had received upon his head :

and would not GIVE IN, till beat to a complete stand-still .

The contest lasted 57 minutes.

By the above battle POWER's fame was completely

established : and from the courage he displayed, and

the superior science which he exhibited, fairly entitled

him to rank equal with the first twelve-stone pugilist

on the list.

In October, 1811 , a match was endeavoured to be

brought about between Tom Belcher and JACK ; but

the stakes not being made good, it went off.

Our hero now promulgatedthe science ofself- defence

in various parts of the kingdom with admiration and

success, but who unfortunately ruptured a blood vessel,

and labouring under a severe cold, reduced the state

ofhis health considerably ; and before he took time for

the system to recover its proper tone, imprudently suf

fered himself to be matched with Jack Carter for 100

guineas, which contest took place on the 16th of No

vember, 1812, at Rickmansworth, in Herts. POWER

on this occasion was seconded by the Champion of

England, and Carter by Bitton and Tom Jones.

It would be superfluous to detail the rounds of this

battle,whichcontinuedonehourandtwenty-fiveminutes,

but suffice it to say, in no battle whatever wasthescience

more finely portrayed o the certainty of the art so

clearly demonstrated as in the above contest : and the

conduct ofPOWER this day was aboveall praise. Pass

ing previously a restless night, afflicted with a cough,



SKETCHES OF FUGILISM. 473

and somewhat nervous in his habit, he entered the ring

under all these disadvantages, to contend against an

adversary, hissuperior in height, strength, constitution ;

perfectly in health, and not deficient in pugilistic ac

quirements. It was a tremendous task--a most daring

attempt and superlative science, and that ALONE,

produced the victory to POWER. It required some

thing more than fortitude, to act thus in opposition

to nature, as well as considerable ingenuity in hus

banding his strength, that he might be enabled to

reduce his opponent to his own level. This PoWER ef

fected, when he grappled with his opponent upon

superior terms ; his strength gone, and his science not

equal, CARTER was conquered with elegance and cer

tainty. Upon no occasion whatever were the KNOW

ING ONES SO Completely out of their know !—Carter,

although defeated, showed that he was not without

game ; but POWER completely astonished the most ex

perienced ofthe FANCY!

Respecting POWER's set- to with Richmond (see page

453), at a sparring-match at the Fives ' Court, on Dutch

Sam's benefit, soon after the above contest, some words

tookplace betweenJACK andthe ManofColour. Some

thing about a whitefeather occurring, the former in

stantly mounted the stage, and addressed the spectators

thus : "That, upon the day previous to the night when

he fought Richmond, following his business as a plum

ber, in making paint, the fumes of the white lead are

ofso strong and poisonous a quality, that to prevent

any serious effects operating upon the constitution ,

plumbers are necessitated to drink a quantity ofcastor

oil; in addition to which, he had been drinking, thắt

rendered him then unprepared- but now, says POWER,

VOL. I. 3 U
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ifRichmondcan take out the whitefeather, as he pleases

to term it, that I possess, stripping off his clothes , let

him come up here, and I will fight him instantly for

£50." And upon JACK's benefit, he again offered to

fight Richmond.

In concluding this sketch, the most painful part of

our duty yet remains to be performed, in being com

pelled to state, that no boxer commenced his milling

career with a fairer prospect to arrive at the top ofthe

tree, or become a fixed star in the pugilistic hemi

sphere, than JACK POWER ; but, alas ! possessing a

gaiety of disposition which could brook no restraint :

the fascinating charms ofcompany, and the enlivening

glass, proving too powerful for his youthful and inex

perienced mind to withstand, he entered precipitately

into excesses which produced debility and a bad state

of health. In this last battle, although gaining the

victory, he endangered his existence ! In company he

was good-natured and lively ; and JACK was one of

the most accomplished boxers of his day, viewed

either as a practical fighter or an elegant setter-to.

POWER was in height about five feet nine inches and a

half-and in weight twelve stone. He turned out se

veral good pupils.

BILL RYAN,

Son ofthe celebrated Pugilist of that Name.

NOTWITHSTANDING his father stood so high in the an

nals of pugilism, by his brave contest with the cele

brated Champion, Tom Johnson-BILL was a much
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superior fighter than his veteran sire ; and possessed

those scientific acquirements in the milling art, that

must have elevated him to the rank of an eminent

boxer. But he was so rivetted to the charms of the

bottle, that his constitution was soon undermined, and

at a very premature age BILL paid the debt of nature.

His battles were not many, but the few in which he

contended were sufficient to show that he was a distin

guished fighter. In both his contests with Tom Belcher,

(see pages 336 and 339) he claimed equal attraction

with that celebrated pugilist in point of science, and

proved the conqueror in the first set-to.

With Caleb Baldwin (see page 311 ) RYAN showed

himself off in good style ; it was a truly severe contest

betweenthose heroes-but which was decided as drawn.

At Wilsdon Green, June 17, one Clarke entered the

lists with RYAN, but the superior skill of the latter

soon proclaimed him the conqueror.

RYAN's inebriation gained at length so fast.upon him,

that no dependence could be placed upon BILL even

for an hour ; and those who had him under training,

without the aid of lock and key, to prevent intempe

rance, he got completely besotted.

"THE TREADWAYS :"

ALTHOUGH not the most fortunate boxers in the world,

yet their efforts are nevertheless entitled to respectable

mention, as, in their public displays, courage, bottom,

and evenjudgment were not wanting. HydePark was

the principal scene of their actions ; and though not
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very numerous, yet some of them prominent, from

their fighting against superior weight.

BILL TREADWAY is a Metropolitan, and was born

on November 24, 1777-in height about five feet

seven inches, and in weight 11 stone 1 lb. and at the

age of nineteen, entered the lists with Soley Sodicky,

a Jew, in Hyde Park, for twenty guineas, and con

tended for the prize for thirty seven-minutes, but was

compelled to give in.

In the above Park, about a year afterwards, BILL

contended with a man of the name of Drake, weighing

fourteen stone, for twenty pounds, and it proved, we

believe, the longest fight on record. They set- to at

twenty minutes before four, and victory was not de

cided in favour of Drake til eight o'clock in the

evening-occupying a space of time offour hours and

twenty minutes.

TREADWAY fought Coady in Hyde Park, for

twenty-seven minutes, when the latter proved the con

queror. Upon the above occasion BILL was second

ed by the veteran Joe Ward.

In Harley Fields, a man weighing sixteen stone,

known by the name of Big Peter, the carman, chal

lenged TREADWAY for a guinea ; BILL accepted it

without hesitation, and was not long in taking the con

ceit out ofBig Peter, who confessed he had had enough.

TREADWAY has long since left the pursuit of the

ring for the occupation ofa victualler.

TOM TREADWAYfought one GeorgeWoodford,

near the Queen's Head and Artichoke, Harley Fields.

It was a match for ten guineas a-side , and well contested,

when Tom proved the conqueror. He also entered



SKETCHES OF PUGILISM. 477

the ring with a baker on the same spot, soon afterwards.

and disposed of the Master of the Rolls.

TREADWAY contended with one Marshall, a but

cher, belonging to Carnaby Market, on Finchley Com

mon, for twenty guineas a-side, denominated the"Jaw

breaker!" butin this instance the "Jaw-breaker" failed,

and was beaten for his temerity.

In Mary-le-bone Fields, TREADWAY fought an

African black, of the name of Joe Lashley, on June

13th, 1791. It proved a truly desperate conflict for

thirty-five minutes, when TREADWAY was taken sense

less from the scene of action. Lashley, during the

battle, evinced great activity, skill, and game, portray

ing a knowledge ofthe art superior to most amateurs.

TREADWAY never properly recovered from the effects

of this severe contest.

·

In Hyde Park, TREADWAY engaged one Conway,

a wheelwright, on April 22d, 1795, for five guineas

a-side. TREADWAY took the lead for a few rounds,

but, on receiving a severe leveller, the chance turned

against him, which he did not recover during the

fight, and at length gave in.

SILVERTHORNE.

Ir appears that the above hero was introduced into

the milling circles under the patronage of Caleb Bald

win; heis a coster-monger by calling, and a native of

the county of Somerset.
Caleb, no mean judge in

matters of flash, fancied SILVERTHORNE, from the

sers-to he had witnessed , and the slight skirmishes he
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had been engaged in . SILVERTHORNE was accord

ingly backed for 100 guineas against Dogherty, at

Coombe Wood, near Kingston, on June 11th, 1811 ,

and, that the business might go on well, Bill Gibbons

assisted his friend Caleb in seconding his protégé.

SILVERTHORNE the favourite seven to four. The con

test continued for twenty-two minutes, and was so

truly desperate, that both the combatants were bled

and put to bed, being incapable of standing. SILVER

THORNE's strength brought him through the piece, by

triumphing over the science of Dogherty.

SILVERTHORNE, from the above success , was match

ed against Tom Belcher for 100 guineas. (See page

340.) SILVERTHORNE is in height about five feet

eight inches, weighing eleven stone two pounds. He

has retired from the pursuits of pugilism, determined

never more to have a mill, without the necessity ofthe

moment compels him to it.

DOGHERTY

Is not only viewed as game a pugilist as ever stripped

a shirt over a head, but as a pleasing and scientific

boxer : and out oftwelve trials of skill he proved vic

torious in nine ofthem.

His first set-to was early in June, 1806, with a Jew,

at Wilsden Green, where he proved the conqueror ;

and, shortly afterwards, at the same place, on the 17th,

he easily beat one Wall.

On Lowfield Common, near Crawley, Sussex , Au
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gust 21 , 1807, he conquered Dick Hall ; and on his

return home that day, had a turn-up in the road with

Jack Warr, whom he milled.

George Cribb he defeated twice, see the next page.

On Epsom Downs, Tom Belcher conquered DOG

HERTY, see page 337.

DOGHERTY fought one Pentikin, a Scotch Baker,

at Golder's Green, Hendon, June 11 , 1808 , for forty

five minutes, when Pentikin gave in. DOGHERTY

fought him forty guineas to twenty.

At Moulsey Hurst, October 25, 1808, DOGHERTY

fought with Jack Power for an hour and a quarter.

It has been considered rather a disputed point, but

DOGHERTY claimed it, and got the money. It should

be remembered that Power was but a mere stripling at

that period.

On Epsom Downs, February 1 , 1809, DOGHERTY

beat a turnpike-man ; and at Moulsey Hurst, on May

31, 1810, he stripped to fight one Burns, whose con

duct not meeting the ideas of the amateurs, he brushed

off.

On the 18th of January, 1811 , he met with a re

verse offortune, in being defeated by Silverthorne, at

Coombe Wood, but he was then considered in bad

condition.

In November, 1811 , he beat, with considerable ease,

at Chichester, Burns.

DOGHERTY and Bill Gibbons once had a turn-up at

a public-house, but the friends of both parties inter

fered, and stowed it.

DOGHERTY, for a long time, was engaged on a spar

ring excursion, not only in various parts of the king
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dom, but also in the sister country. On Tom Belcker's

arrival in Ireland, the superior science of that pugilist

having, it is said, taken from him a number of his

pupils, a battle took place between them. On the 23d

ofApril, 1813, for 100 guineas, they decided the con

test on the Curragh of Kildare ; when DoGHERTY

again fell beneath the conquering arm of Belcher.

GEORGE CRIBB,

Brother to the Champion ofEngland.

CRIBB and victory have so often been coupled,

that, in attaching defeat to the name, we almost pause

for fear of being in error ; but such is the versa.

tility ofFortune, while the Champion, ToмCRIBB, has

been enjoying all thesmiles of victory, and the patro

nage annexed to it , the junior hero, panting to emulate

the heroic deeds of his warlike brother, has encoun

tered nothing else but DEFEAT. However unfortunate,

yet brave, and although not commanding, still deserv

ing success.

GEORGE first entered the lists with Horton, near

Bristol, for a purse of fifty guineas, on September 5,

1807, and, notwithstanding the assistance ofhis brother

Tom for a second, he was beat in twenty-five minutes.

On February 9, 1808, he was also defeated by Dog

herty, on Highgate Common.

On the coast, near Margate, August 9, 1809, he

entered the ring with Cropley, and was conquered in

16 minutes. GEORGE did not let his opponent win
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without punishing him a good deal. It was considered

rather an unequal match.

At a meeting of amateurs, May 1, 1810, at Bob's

Chop-house, after a sporting dinner, he again fought

Dogherty, when Tom Cribb also seconded his brother.

In this contest GEORGE proved himself a game man,

and at times overcame the superior science of his

adversary ; but, at the end of an hour, Dogherty was

the conqueror, and had the £20 purse. It was á

severe battle.

GEORGE fought with Isle-of-Wight Hall, on No

vember 15, 1810, on Old Oak Common, near Ux

bridge, when the odds were six to four in his favour,

at setting-to ; but, after a contest of one hour and nine

minutes, he was reluctantly compelled to give in. He

fought like a hero, and, although defeated, reflected

credit on the name of CRIBB.

After his brother Tom had beaten Molineaux, on

September 21 , 1811 , at Thisleton Gap, he entered

the ring, for a subscription purse of £20, with Ned

Maltby, a Nottinghamshire lad; it was a determined

battle for the time it lasted, 13 rounds ; but GEORGE

was again not only conquered, but severely punished :

Maltby was not much the worse.

GEORGE, like his brother, is a slow fighter, but

spars tolerably well ; is in height about 5 feet 8 inches,

and near 11 stone in weight.

VOL. I.

He does not appear to possess that fine stamina which

is so conspicuous in the constitution ofthe CHAMPION.

3 x



482 BOMIANA ; or,

JACK FORD :

A BOXER, who, it is but justice to remark, if he does.

not possess that superlative science necessary to rank

with the first-rate pugilists, has game equal to any

that has been publicly exhibited . At Bristol, he

gained several hard-earned victories ; but, wishing to

obtain a more conspicuous character as a pugilist, he

came to the Metropolis, and fought Jem King, at

Coombe Wood, on January 12, 1812. In this contest

he distinguished himself considerably, always hitting

with his man, and planting his blows with his right

and left hand, with uncommon severity-and never

shrinking from punishment. Throughout the contest,

forty minutes, he never once relaxed in his efforts , and,

although often hit away, he still kept his legs, and was

not once hit down . King was in every respect a hero ;

and did not surrender till Nature was quite exhausted.

FORD, in some instances, has been compared to the

Game Chicken. He afterwards fought Tom Oliver, a

heavier man than himself, at Greenford Common, for

20 guineas, on October 6, 1812, for two hours and

ten minutes, before he gave in . FORD is in height

about 5 feet 8 inches, weighing twelve stone, and has

had one of his thighs broken, which makes him limp,

one leg being shorter than the other.

"

JOHN LANCASTER,

AVERY promising pugilist, and who distinguished him

self considerably at Bristol, from whence he comes.
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In all the battles he fought in that neighbourhood, he

proved the conqueror, and, anxious to obtain a place

in the rolls of pugilistic fame, he arrived in London,

and made known his chivalrous intentions, when an

opportunity soon offered at Rickmansworth, on No

vember 16, 1812, for him to enter the lists with Mar

ten, a Jew, and, after a good display of his quality, he

was pronounced the conqueror. LANCASTER was

much noticed, and his style of fighting approved of.

He is in height about 5 feet 9 inches, weighing 11

stone. LANCASTER is an active, pleasing, and scien

tific fighter.

BITTON, the Jew.

His displays of the art in the ring have been but rare,

having only fought two battles of note, with Wood

and Tom Jones, when he proved the conqueror. Since

which period he has confined himself to the mufflers,

and officiating as a second. He is grown too heavy

for fighting, weighing 17 stone , but keeps a school

for the promulgation of the science ; he sets-to in

good style, ranking with the first sparrers of the day !

HARRY HARMER,

FROM Bristol, and related to the family of the Bel

chers. As a sparrer, he exhibits in a first-rate scientific

style ; with an attitude , it might be said, exclusively
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his own, that of keeping his body and head at a sin

gular distance from his antagonist. He fought and

conquered Maltby, a rough and hard boxer, who had

defeated George Cribb. The game and excellent qua

lities he displayed in the above contest, rendered him

an attractive boxer among the amateurs. His pedi

gree is good, and he is in height 5 feet 9 inches,

weighing 12 stone.

WILLIAM JAY ·

BORN at Knaptoft, near Leicester, on the 17th of

July, 1792, in height about 5 feet 10 inches, weighing

14 stone 6 pounds. In the country he milled away

with considerable success, and acquired the reputation

of a boxing hero, Jem Allcock, the champion of

Birmingham, in a battle with JAY, struck to his supe

riority ; and two navigators, of the names of Cheeseby

and Austin, acknowledged they were conquered by

his milling requisites . With these pretensions, he

pushed forward to the Metropolis, anxious to exhibit

his strength, courage, and talents, with the first-rate

pugilists of the day, in order to obtain a high and

permanent name in the list of boxers. He was

matched with Fuller, at Rickmansworth, on the 16th

ofNovember, 1812 : his behaviour upon that occasion

made a considerable impression upon the FANCY, from

the severity of his blows, and the quickness of manner

in which he beat his antagonist. Great things were

in future expected from him, and, had not the
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CHAMPION retired from the ring, a few seemed to

entertain an idea that he was able to fight with Tom

Cribb. JAY was too much elated with this success,

and, in the weakness of the moment, impotently talked

what he was able to perform, and that VICTORY

must inevitably be the result of all his contests ;

while, on the contrary, Fuller, in defeat, ( the sure

school to learn experience, ) viewed his defects, and

thinking they might be improved, challenged JAY

to another combat, and in the event defeated him,

leaving JAY to observe,

"Where now are all my flattering dreams ofjoy."

JOE NORTON:

ALTHOUGH he cannot put in his claim to attention as

a PRACTICAL milling cove, yet, as an " appendage" to

the FANCY, he is deserving of notice ; neither has he

altogether proved himself a bloodless hero, and only

been gay with the mufflers ! In several skirmishes, Joe

has shown activity and spirit-and the only time in

which welearnthathe appeared in a regular set-to, was

with a Sheriff's Officer, yet he was not compelled at

the suit of John Doe and Richard Roe, but engaged

with the above catch-pole on the broad and unequivo

cal principles of milling, " which was the best man ? ”

and in the contest, JOE manifested he was entitled to

that appellation. But the most conspicuous part of

JOE's situation in the Fancy, it appears, was in opening

the "Roebuck" in Holborn, which was known under
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the denomination of the " Show Shop!" It was well

frequented for some time by the amateurs, &c. and

where JoE continued till the " show went by !" in fact,

till the Roebuck was nearly in want of pasture. In a

great number of battles of note, either as a second or

bottle-holder, NORTON has taken a leading and an ac

tive part; and in that situation JOE is entitled to cre

dit and attention ; as a teacher of the science he is not

without merit. In behaviour, interestingly civil and

communicative and very respectably connected. In

fact, JOE might be termed, for the last thirty years,

a living Boxing Calendar ! by his having witnessed

nearly all the fights which took place during that

period. We cannot conclude this trifling sketch of

JOE NORTON without observing, with a considerable

degree ofpleasure that his humanity, care, and pecu

liar attention, in general, after the fight, to the LOSING

MEN- is so worthy of imitation, that BOXIANA would

'have proved neglectful in passing over such merits.

JACK FEARBY,

DISTINGUISHED BY THE APPELLATION OF THE

" YOUNG RUFFIAN !"

IN obtaining the above title, he certainly conquered

one ofthe best, most daring, and determined bottom

characters, without exception, that ever appeared

among the race of pugilists-SYMONDS, the old
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Ruffian! (a boxer so well known, and whose unconquer

able propensity to milling has been so copiously detailed

in the preceding pages of this work, as to render any

further comment superfluous . ) But the best of his

days were gone by when he surrendered to FEARBY.

Bill Jackling (brother to Tom Johnson) was also de

feated bythe Young Ruffian. It has been observed,

notwithstanding these conquests, FEARBY is more of

an expert setter-to than a finished determined pugilist.

He fell, in turn , to the conquering arm of Jem Bel

cher ; and was also beaten in a contest with Elias Spray

the coppersmith . FEARBY is nearly six feet in

height, weighing about fifteen stone.

FULLER

WAS a pupil of Richmond's, and accompanied that

pugilist in a sparring tour through some ofthe prin

cipal towns ofYorkshire, to promulgate the science of

boxing. But wishing to obtain a more decided charac

ter in the art of milling than the muffling system , he

manfully put the gloves aside, to use his fist, at Rick

mansworth, on November 16th, 1812. with ill Jay.

Unacquainted with the practical part of the art, or

presumingtoo much on his science, he indiscreetly went

in at the commencement of the fight , when he got so

severelysmashed, as never to recover from its severe ef

fects during the battle, but experienced terriblepunish

ment and defeat in less than twenty minutes. FULLER,

anxious to recover this indiscretion , again entered the
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ists with Jay, at Coombe Wood, April 6, 1813, for

a subscription-purse, seconded by Joe Ward and Bill

Gibbons; Richmond and Norton performed that

office for Jay; upon which it was five and six to four

on setting-to. FULLER, determined not to be smashed

a second time, acted cautiously, and the first round

occupied five minutes ; and possessing the favourite

system of his master, hitting and getting away, he ac

complished his ends and obtained the victory. Not a

single close took place during the fight, which conti

nued forty-two minutes. Jay might boast of strength,

but FULLER evinced science, which sooner or late

must be served. Jay went blind . FULLER is a Nor

folk man, and in height five feet ten inches, weighing

nearly twelve stone, and by trade a copper- plate

printer.

BILL DAY and BILL TOWERS.

HAVING passed over the account ofthe contest ofthe

above brave pugilists, ( in the early part of this work,)

we now hasten to repair the omission . This fight

took place on Barnet race-course, November 22d,

1784, for 100 guineas, on a thirty feet stage. DAY

was so much the favourite, that ten to one was sported

on him, and who felt so confident of winning, that

he made a ridiculous bombast, how easily he would

serve out TowERS-and, instead of taking care of him
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self, was dancing about between the rounds- till at

length TOWERS caught him in one corner ofthe stage,

and held him fast by one hand, while with the other

he nearly annihilated DAY, who too late saw his error,

and had to repent ofhis vaunting . Thebattle continued

thirty-three minutes, and DAY died in a short time

afterwards, supposed from the severity of the blows.

Having arrived at the end of a most arduous and diffi

cult journey, during which many mile-stones have been

wanting, andfinger-posts not to be found, to put thetra

veller in his right road-BOXIANA cannot take leave of

his numerous heroes and tyros without humbly offering

the following remarks for their consideration and atten

tion through life, before he lays down his pen :--

"PUGILISTS ! as your endeavours may stimulate

you to improve in science, be not unmindful to increase

in CHARACTER . Lift not your arm against the weak,

intemperate, or the ignorant, who might provoke you

to ridiculous combat, lest it might have a serious ter

mination-but, in your display ofthe manly and

National Science of BOXING,

avoid a cross as you would a pestilence ! Keep from

boasting, as it not only shows weakness of mind, but

generally ends in disgrace ! In obtaining VICTORY, let

it be procured by the most noble, honourable, and

scientific means ! However patronised , flattered , or

encouraged by the HIGHER FLIGHTS OF THE FANCY,

learn to keep at a respectful distance, and do not pre

sume upon your merits as a boxer ; above all, beware

of INEBRIETY--recollect that the stamina once un

3YVOL. I.
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dermined is rarely ever restored, and, if patched up

for a time, never returns to its pristine purity and vi

gour oftone !" Much more might be urged to con

vince and enforce, if necessary, the propriety ofthese

remarks but while you have a MODEL in existence

the old adage is preferred, that "example is better

than precept !" Therefore, BoxIANA's last words are,

and he feels confident, if properly applied, they will

operate more emphatically than a volume of advice

"PUGILISTS, look up to that MODEL, observe how

he HAS, and how he DOES conduct himself in society,

and endeavour to tread in his steps, to PREVENT

that, when he is gone, or retires from the promulgation

ofthe science, it may not fall into disrepute, and HAVE

AN END ! that, at least, ONE may be found who can

compare actions, vie in liberality, generosity, and at

tention to the poor and unfortunate, which will entitle

him to supply the place of JOHN JACKSON.”

-



THE MOST ADMIRED

CHAUNTS,

Sung at the Convivial Meetings of the Fancy.

WRITTEN BY MR. LAWSON,

And sung by Mr. Emery, at a Dinner given to Cribb, at

Gregson's.

Come listen all ye fighting gills,

And coves of boxing note, sirs,

Whilst I relate some bloody mills,

In our time have been fought, sirs.

Whoe'er saw Ben and Tom display,

Could tell a pretty story,

The milling-bout they got that day,

Sent both ding-dong to glory.

Singing fal la la, &c.

Now Ben he left it in his will,

As all his pals declare it,

That who the hero's chair would fill ,

Must win it, or not wear it:

No tainted miller he could stand,

Right sound must be his cal's meat,

Who could not bear his hide well tann'd,

Was quite unfit for that seal.

Singing fal la la, &c.

All nations came to claim the prize,

Amongst them many a don , sirs ;

And Billy Ward swore, b--t his eyes ,

He'd mill ' em every one, sirs.

At Bexley Heath, it happ'd one day,

He was beaten black and blue, sirs,

By one deep in thefancylay,

'Twas little Dan the Jew , sirs .

Singing fal la la &c.
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The Ruffian young, next on the list,

Laid claim to boxing merits,

A mere pretender to thefist,

Who dealt in wine and spirits.

His hits were RUM, none can deny,

His BLACKSTRAP none could bear it,

But of his HOGSHEAD he was shy,

Lest they should tap his claret.

Singing fal la la, &c.

Bitton then came, a champion bold ,

And dealt some hard and sly knocks;

But yet, when all the truth is told,

Some rank him with the shy cocks;

But prate like this we must not mind,

A Dutchman true begot him,

Whoe'er has seen Bitton behind,

Will ne'er dispute his bottom.

Singing fal la la, &c.

Of all the milling coves, the crack,

None pleases more than Sam, sirs,

Whose whiskers are of jetty black,

As those of whip Jeram, sirs,

So neatlyfibs the Israelite

To ev'ry stander by, sirs,

Who must allow it as a sight,

Worth well a Jew's eye, sirs.

Singing fal la la, &c.

We must now sing of Belcher's fame ,

Whose race was full of glory ;

His matchless deeds I need not name,

You all must know his story.

He beatthe best coves of his day,

But few could stand before him,

For he could hit and get away,

Ifnot- why he could floor them.

Singing fal la la, &c.

Champion of the milling corps ,

Next starts a true game Chicken,

His honours to the last he bore,

But never bore a licking ;

Till tyrant Death, man's greatest foe,

Who mercy shows him never,

Hitpoor Pearce a mortal blow,

Which closed his eyes for ever.

Singing fal la la , &c.

•
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Jack Gulley made a manly stand,

In science quite complete, sirs,

He rather chose to fight on land,

Than serve longer in the Fleet, sirs ,

Where many worthies oftheir line,

Like Jack for bravery noted,

Are under hatches left to pine,

Nor hope to be promoted.

Singing fal la la, &c.

Next rings the fame of gallant Cribb,

A cool and steady miller,

Who late to Yorkshire went tofib

A first-rate man of colour.

No matter whether black or white,

No tint of skin could save him,

A horse's kick was pure delight

To the belly punch he gave him.

Singing fal la la, &c.

England's champion now behold,

In him who fills the chair, sirs ,

Who never yet a battle sold,

Nor lost one in despair, sirs.

For in each contest, or set-to,

Brave Tom bore offthe laurel,

Which proudly planted on his brow,

Says, "Touch me at your peril."

Singing fal la la, &c .

Now fill your glasses to the brim,

And honour well my toast, sirs,

May we be found in fighting trim,

When Boney treads our coast, sirs."

The gallant Barclay shall lead on,

Thefancy lads adore him,

And Devil or Napoleon,

Leave us alone to floor him.

Singing fal la la, &c.

"L

MULTUM IN PARVO,

OR, A MIRACLE IN TWENTY MINUTES.

WRITTEN BY TOM HAZEL.

A TRUE Briton from Bristol , a rum one to fib

He's champion of England, his name is Tom CRIBE,

With white and black men, has milled all round,

But one to mill him in the world can't be found.
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No curs he ever fought, but good men they all were,

Which proves him a good one, all must now declare ,

For of strength he has much, and of science no lack,

And ofbottom a plenty he found for the Black.

The Black's a good man, we know very well,

But CRIBB is a better, and the same you can tell ,

For his pluck is so lasting, and his courage so bold,

That he, Champion like, has again won their gold.

For six hundred they fought, no paltry sum,

Which by many was said, by the Black would be won ;

But without prejudice to colour, and see it thousands did,

Molineaux, 'gainst his will, by our Champion was fibb'd .

Fair play to the parties was shown, you'll admit,

Though Blackee was strong, with CRIBB could not hit,

And of his milling the Black has had slice upon slice,

Though giants in stature, in his hands are but mice.

Oft enough they have tried to convince ' em it's a joke,

To value the shadow offir with the substance of oak,

Which its virtue retains for ages we are sure,

And high in perfection, when firs are no more.

CRIBB AND THE BLACK.

On the eighteenth of December, of a fight I will sing,

When bold Cribb and Molineaux entered the ring,

With hope and expectation our bosoms beating high,

While the rain pour'd in torrents from a dark low'ring sky.

Chorus-With hope, &c.

Tom Cribb is a British man, he's cast in British mould,

With a heart like a lion, of courage stout and bold,

A brave black man is Molineaux, from America he came,

And boldly tried to enter with Cribb the lists of fame.

The Black stripp'd, and appear'd of a giant-like strength,

Large in bone, large in muscle, and with arms a cruel length,

With his skin as black as ebony-Cribb as white as snow,

They shook hands like good fellows, then to it they did go.

The very first round they had, Cribb hit him on the head,

But received one in the mouth, and very freely he bled,

The two or three next rounds Cribb seem'd to have the b

But the black man most bravely resolved to stand the tes
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Then the Black he did rally, oh, how he play'd away,

And show'd our British hero some terrible hard play,

Like lightning 'bout Cribb's napper the blows came left and

right,

While the Black's friends felt certain their man would win

the fight.

Then the Black still bore on with a terrible great force,

The blows fell on poor Tom Cribb like kicks from a horse,

His friends e'en were doubtful , Cribb will lose it they did cry,

Never mind, says he to Gulley, I'll be better by and bye.

Look! how cautious he fights now, how his distance he does

mind,

He's coming about, my boys, see he's got his second wind,

He's sure to bring us through, my boys, spite of all the Black's

power,

Hark ! he's come it to old Joey Ward, he can fight a good hour.

For many a hard round each the prize did strive to gain,

They had fought fifty minutes in the cold shiv'ring rain ,

Belcher saw them down together, to Bill Gibbons he did say,

I'm down upon Cribb's mug, Bill, he's sure to win the day.

Now Cribb seem'd to get better and stronger every round,

And four times he fairly brought the Black to the ground,

The Black's strength forsook him, he'd not a chance to win,

He fought like a brave fellow, but was forced to give in.

Ye swells, yeflash, ye milling coves, who this hard fight did see,

Let us drink to these heroes, come join along with me,

A bumper to brave Cribb, boys, to the Black a bumper, too,

Though beat, he proved a man, my boys, what more could a

man do?

A BOXING WE WILL GO.

COME move the song, and stir the glass,

For why should we be sad ;

Let's drink to some free-hearted lass,

And CRIBB, the boxing lad ,

And a boxing we will go, will go, will go,

And a boxing we will go.

Italians stab their friends behind,

In darkest shades of night ;

But Britons they are bold and kind ,

And box their friends by light.
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The sons of France their pistols use,

Pop, pop, and they have done:

But Britons with their hands will bruise,

And scorn away to run.

Throw pistols, poniards, swords, aside,

And all such deadly tools ;

Let boxing be the Briton's pride,

The science of their schools !

Since boxing is a manly game,

And Britons' recreation ;

By boxing we will raise our fame,

'Bove any other nation.

If Boney doubt it, let him come,

And try with CRIBB a round ;

And CRIBB shall beat him like a drum!,

And make his carcass sound.

Mendoza, Gulley, Molineaux,

Each Nature's weapon wield ;

Who each at Boney would stand true,

And never to him yield.

We've many more would like to floor

The little upstart king ;

And soon for mercy make him roar

Within a spacious ring.

A fig for Boney- let's have done

With that ungracious name ;

We'll drink and pass our days in fun,

And box to raise our fame.

And a boxing, &c.

SUNG AT A DINNER AT BOB'S CHOP-HOUSE.

TUNE- Jolly young Waterman."

PRAY hav'nt you heard of a jolly young coal-heaver,

Who down at Hungerford used for to ply:

His daddles he used with such skill and dexterity,

Winning each mill, sirs , and blacking each eye.

He sparr'd so neat, and fought so steadily,

He hit so straight, and he won so readily;

And now he's a coal-merchant, why should he care,

Though his dealings are black, yet his actions are fair.
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To mention the times that he's won by hard milling,

'Tis useless to tell unto any one here;

For though no Adonis, he's very nigh killing,

His arguments have such an effect on the ear.

He hit halfrounds, and he fought so steadily,

He mill'd away, and won so readily ;

Then why should this coal-merchant ever know care,

Though his dealings are black, yet his actions are fair.

VOL. I.

A cove in the black line, he show'd opposition,

So Tommy determined to give him a turn ,

And Molineaux made him a bold proposition,

But twice he has found that his coals would not burn.

For he sparr'd so neat, and fought so steadily,

He hit so straight, and won so readily ;

For why should this coal-merchant ever know care,

While he's Champion of England , and now fills the chair.

THE END.
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