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PREFACE.

Ix presenting to the public a book on the
subject of the art which I pursue and pro-
fess, I think it necessary to explain, for
the information of those who do not know
me, the basis of my claim to their con-
fidence as an authority on the noble Eng-
lish art of self-defence. He who would
teach must first have learned; and in
boxing a man learns best under the serious
responsibility of actual encounters in the
Prize Ring. A man who has boxed only
with the gloves on, and has never had
experience of a real fight, can be con-
sidered only as an amateur; though he
may possibly be a good amateur. The
hoxer who may fairly elaim to be a
professional is the one who has prac-
tically encountered the dangers and the
difficulties of fights with good antagonists.
The Prize Ring is now extinct. The
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prizes have disappeared, but the lessons
remain; and I may claim public con-
fidence on the ground that a career
commenced in the Ring has been suc-
cessfully continued (and still continues)
in the boxing school.

At the early age of seventeen my
young enthusiasm for the fistic art had
already led me to commence the study
of boxing; but I did not actually taste
the  hardships, dangers, toils, and
triumphs of the Ring until 1864, when,
in my twentieth year, I was matched for
the first time. I was trained carefully at
Barnet, and in the month of January,
1864, I met in the roped ring and there
defeated  Styles, of Paddington. My
first fight oceupied sixteen and a-half
minutes, and was happily finished in ten
rounds. My next opponent was Tom
McKelvy, whom I fought and beat in
July, 1866. In this fight I fought for an
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hour with my right arm disabled, in con-
sequence of my antagonist falling upon
me and putting out my shoulder. Only
my left arm was left to me, and upon
this single weapon I had to rely. Tom
Sayers was reduced to a similar condition
in the immortal fight with the giant
Heenan. My second fight lasted one
hour and twenty-one minutes, and was
finished in twenty-one rounds. Both
these encounters were arranged and
brought off satisfactorily under the aus-
pices of Nat Langham.

Since my retivement from the Prize
Ring I have been and still am oceupied
in teaching boxing, and I may fairly
boast of success with my pupils. T have,
indeed, as I may modestly urge, been
rather remarkably successful in teaching,
since I have taught no less than fourteen
winners of the Marquis of Queensberry’s
Cup. To use an old sporting phrase, I


























































































































































































